
 

 

 

CLRW Business Meeting -   February 17, 2016   - 9:30 Meet & Greet, 10:00 Program 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 

February Speaker - David Zapata, Hispanic Engagement, RPT 

“Hispanic Values are Republican Values” 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

The WaveThe WaveThe Wave   
The Official Newsletter of Canyon Lake Republican Women , Canyon Lake, TX 

On August 27, 1856, at a Speech in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Presi-

dent Abraham Lincoln stated, “Don’t interfere with anything in the Constitu-

tion. That must be maintained, for it is the only safeguard of our liberties. And 

not to Democrats alone do I make this appeal, but to all who love these great 

and true principles.”  Sometimes the true value of our Constitution, our coun-

try’s heart, gets lost in the rhetoric and this quote is a gentle reminder that it really 

is “the only safeguard of our liberties.” 

Our Janet Blum is the 2016 President of the TFRW Greater San Antonio Council (GSAC) and 

their Guest Speaker at the January 6 meeting was Anna Maria Farias, Vice Chairman of the Bexar 

County Republican Party. She has quite the personal story to share and I hope to have her as our 

guest speaker later this year. Her focus that day was on Republican candidate John Luhan who was 

running against Democrat Tomas Uresti in a Special Runoff for Texas House District 118 on the 

South Side of San Antonio. I enjoyed following this race and on January 26, John Luhan was the 

WINNER, winning in a district long held by Democrats!      (cont’d on Pg 10)  

David Zapata is a graduate of St. Mary’s Uni-

versity and holds de-

grees in both Political 

Science and Public Ad-

ministration. David 

started working for the 

Republican Party of 

Texas in 2011, as their 

Hispanic Engagement 

Director. During this 

time, he has worked to 

develop a coalition of 

community, business, 

and civic leaders from across the state who support 

the party and its Hispanic engagement efforts. 

David also serves as the Spanish language spokes-

person for the RPT, and works directly  with Span-

ish-language and mainstream media.   

In this capacity  he has  debated with several De-

mocratic Party officials and legislators, presenting 

the conservative perspective.  
 

David is a founding member of the Bexar County 

Chapter of the Texas Federation of Hispanic Re-

publicans. As a college student, David spearheaded 

several political forums and debates for local City 

Council, School District Boards, and State Repre-

sentative elections.  
 

As an American of Hispanic descent, he strongly 

believes that Hispanic values and ideas align re-

markably close to Republican core principles and 

will continue delivering this message to the His-

panic and other minority communities. 

President’s Letter Jeanne Slupik 
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Barbara Knight 

2nd V P 

Membership 

2016 Membership Chairman Report 

Members Are Our Life Blood 

 
Like many organizations, CLRW is chal-

lenged to attract members, keep them in our 

ranks, and utilize their talents and skills to 

keep them interested, engaged, and AC-

TIVE. This year, TFRW has issued a club 

challenge to double our membership. That  

is a big order so every member is encour-

aged to ask at least one person to join. 

 

Several new ideas will be employed to let our 

members know how important 

they are and how much we 

value them. M e m b e r s 

will be given ser-

vice but- tons noting 

the year they joined 

the club with ribbons 

attached not- ing past and 

present committee and offices held. 

 

We know our members are our best ambas-

sadors to recruit more members. Special 

“wallets” are being made for members to 

carry in their purses. They will hold club 

brochures, business cards, and button pro-

duction information cards. 

 

Communication is an important component 

of  keeping our members in the loop. Being a 

new member can be intimidating. So to help 

with that, we hope to recruit active member 

“advisors” who will be assigned to a new 

member. Their job will be to sit with the new 

member to explain or answer questions they 

may have.  

 

Members will be contacted if they have not 

attended two meetings in a row to inquire 

if they are ill or having problems getting to 

a meeting.  
  

All members are being asked to complete a 

new membership bios form. Gathering 

this information will help the club know 

our member’s skills and abilities. Please 

complete a form and return it at a meet-

ing. 
 

Two information pages are being prepared 

about TFRW’s annual awards for mem-

bers to learn more about the prestigious 

awards we received last year and how to 

count volunteer hours for members and 

spouses. 
 

Big plans are in the works for the Club’s 

Annual Membership Luncheon scheduled 

for Wednesday, April 13 at the GVTC 

Auditorium. Founded in 1976, our club is 

celebrating its 40th anniversary.  Past 

presidents, Patsy Newton, Patti Johnson, 

Belinda Frisk, Karen Baker, Janet Blum, 

Diane Schaule, and Pat Hingst are putting 

together a powerful show, “Memories 

through the Years.” Laurie Schley is plan-

ning a delicious menu and Linda William-

son is pulling out all on the stops on deco-

rations. The event will be a real show-

stopper with members wearing vintage 40s 

hats, gloves, and dressing in their favorite 

70s, 80s, 90s, or 2000s outfits. And there 

will be entertainment too – that’s a sur-

prise.  
 

Reservation deadline is April 11. There 

will be NO ticket sales at the door so make 

your reservation NOW. 

Member 

Since 

2010 

WELCOME! New CLRW Members 

Helen France     Pam Somers 

Nancy Jeane     Marla Stewart 

Penny Holmes     Charlotte Swoboda 

Betty Schreier    

$$$$$$$$ 

PLEASE PAY 

YOUR 

2016 

DUES NOW 

$$$$$$$$ 

 

$25 - FULL 

$10 - ASSOC 

 

Mail to: 

CLRW 

P.O. Box 2751 

CL, TX 78133 
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Benghazi Heroes “Tig & Oz” Sign T-Shirts 

A highlight of our trip to the TFRW Convention in Nov. 

was a chance meeting with John "Tig" Tiegen and Mark 

"Oz" Geist,  two former security contractors.  They were 

there to tell their story of survival during a harrowing 13 

hours in Benghazi, Libya. Imagine our excitement when 

Jeanne, Janet, Karen and Marilyn found ourselves stand-

ing next to them at the elevators of our hotel.  "Tig" and 

"Oz" left us with a lasting memory by graciously posing 

with us for a picture.  Later, we were fortunate to have 

both of them autograph our Benghazi Heroes T-shirts 

(we may never wash them). Fast forward two months to 

the opening night of 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of 

Benghazi .  We proudly donned our T-shirts and, along with our husbands, went to 

see the movie.  Once again, we were awed by their strength of character and bravery 

and realized that, far from Benghazi, we had come face to face with real life heroes in 

Lubbock, TX.                                                                                      By Marilyn Burrow 

Karen Baker, 

“Tig”, “Oz”, 

Janet Blum, 

Marilyn Burrow, 

& Jeanne Slupik  

CLRW Members Among Those Honored For Service 

Many members of CLRW volunteer their time to help with Comal 

County Elections.  They serve as  Precinct Chairs, Election Judges, 

Alternate Judges, and Election Clerks.  On January 12, 2016, Comal 

County recognized those volunteers with a Proclamation, 

“Volunteers for Democracy Day”  Some members are shown 

above (not all were able to attend Commissioners’ Court.).  



 

The decision could 

also have wide-ranging 

implications for the 

2016 election, where 

immigration has been 

a pivotal issue. 

Texas Attorney Gen-

eral Ken Paxton, who 

is leading the 26 states 

who brought the law-

suit, said the court’s 

choice shows it 

“recognizes the impor-

tance of the separation 

of powers.” 

The Supreme Court 

will decide the case by 

the end of its current 

The Supreme Court 

has announced that it 

will hear a case chal-

lenging President 

Obama’s executive 

actions on immigra-

tion, which could 

shield as many as 5 

million immigrants 

from deportations. 

A favorable decision 

for the president would 

allow the programs to 

go into place, restoring 

a key legacy achieve-

ment just months be-

fore he will leave of-

fice.  

term, which ends in 

June, just five months 

before Election Day. 

Oral arguments are 

expected in April. 

“The court should af-

firm what President 

Obama said himself on 

more than 20 occa-

sions: that he cannot 

universally rewrite 

congressional laws 

and circumvent the 

people’s representa-

tives,” he said in a 

statement.  

 

Legislative Report 

Donna Holmes 

Legislation  
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Linda Williamson 

Recording Secretary 

Linda was born in Texas in 1947 and raised in Luling. Following her high 
school graduation, Linda moved to Houston, Texas where she obtained her 
real estate license while attending the University of Houston. Linda married in 
1967 and had one son in 1969. She owned, operated and sold several suc-
cessful businesses including The Bellaire Inn, Bridal Ensemble and a Singer 

Store.  

In 1983, at 35 years of age, Linda joined the Houston Police Department 
where she enjoyed a distinguished career for 21 years. During that time, 
Linda was assigned to the Criminal Intelligence Division/Dignitary Protection 
Unit, where she provided protective services to an assortment of foreign and 
United States Heads of State (President Reagan was her first dignitary assign-
ment). Linda also served as the police department liaison for over 80 consu-

late offices in Houston.  

After leaving the police department, Linda returned to the Texas Hill Country, 

where she established a residence in Canyon Lake and began a career invest-

ing and selling real estate. She is a member of the local Chamber of Com-

merce, Village West HOA Board Member, Precinct 104 Chair and Recording 

Secretary for the CLRW. Linda has finally given up snow skiing and off shore 

fishing; but, she still enjoys boating and traveling with her husband, J.B. 

Linda’s son, wife and two children live near Boston, MA; but, at least Linda’s 

three sisters remained in Texas and they enjoy all sorts of shopping to-

gether. 

2016 Board Member Highlight 



 

February 1   Last Day to Register to Vote for Primary 

February 6   TFRW Leadership Boot Camp - Houston 

February 8   CLRW Board Meeting 

February 14   Valentine’s Day 

February  17   CLRW Monthly Meeting 

February 16 - 26  Early Voting 

March 1   Primary Election Day - Precinct Conventions 

March 3   Greater San Antonio Council 

March 7   CLRW Board Meeting 

March 16   CLRW Monthly Meeting 

March 19   Comal County Republican Convention 

March 30   C..H.A.T. 

Future Dates to Remember 

April 13   CLRW Membership Luncheon (note change    

     in date and place) - GVTC Auditorium 

May 12 - 14   RPT Convention - Dallas 

May 24   Primary Election Runoff (if necessary) 

P A G E  6  



 

2016 CLRW Board 
Executive Board 
Elected Officers 
President   Jeanne Slupik   830-964-5374 
1st VP (Programs)    Laurie Schley   210-912-9772 
Assist. 1st VP (Spec Events)  Marie Mejia-Justice  432-978-3149 

2nd VP (Membership)  Barbara Knight   830-935-2670 
3rd VP (Fund Raising)  Carolyn Besselman  830-935-2544 
Recording Secretary  Linda Williamson   830-609-8347 
Corresponding Secretary  Shirley Rourke   832-215-8712 
PAC Treasurer   Carol Little   830-935-4556 

Standing Committees 
Americanism    Vacant 

By-Laws     Janet Blum    830-935-2956 

Awards and Achievements  Patti Johnson   830-935-4142 
Campaign Activities   Becky Garrett    210-861-5247 
Caring for America   Vacant 
Community Engagement   Beryl Josephson    830-935-3667 

Community Relations   Beryl Josephson    830-935-3667 
Homeland Security   Sandy Carey    830-964-3336 
Leadership    Vacant 
Legislation    Donna Holmes    830-899-7225 
Military Liaison    Melinda Rapp    830-964-2482 
Newsletter    Karen Baker    830-899-7814 
Political Action & Publicity  Belinda Frisk    830-885-6766 
Scrapbook    Karen Baker   830-899-7814 
Social/Hospitality   Cathie McFarren   361-779-6759 
Social Media   Donna Pool    210-232-1990 
Teen Age Republicans   Vacant 
Webmaster    Karen Hobson    830-935-3141 

Directory    Barbara Knight   830-935-2670 
Past Pres./Parliamentarian Pat Hingst    830-935-3221 

Special Committee 
Country Store    Janet Blum    830-935-2956 

Sub-Committees 
Voter Registration  Beryl Josephson   830-935-3667 
Constitution Project  Vacant 
Scholarships    Becky Danchak    210-875-5317 
Chaplain    Vacant    
Pledges    Eleanor Wallin   830-899-3123 

February Board Meeting 

Monday, February 8th  

12:00 PM 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 

March Board Meeting 

Monday, March 7th  

12:00 PM 

Tye Preston Memorial Library 

Vacant  Chairs 

 

Americanism 

 

Caring for America 

 

Teen Age Republicans 

 

Constitution Project 

 

Chaplain 

 

 

Please consider 

filling one of 

these important 

positions!! 

WE NEED 

YOUR HELP! 
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Beryl & Carl Josephson and Judy & John Bea-

com (with  grandkids) attend first Annual New 

Braunfels  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  March 

on January 18.   

Sandy Carey speaks at TPML  

Lunch and Learn 

"Little Known Facts About 

World War II 

Donna Pool and Belinda Frisk, members of the      

Canyon Lake Area Blue Star Mother’s, attended the 

“Presentation of Service Flag”  by Commissioner’s 

Court to Mel Walker (employee of Comal County) 

whose son was recently deployed. 

Happy Birthday!  PAC Treasurer, Carol Little 
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I extend a special "Thank You" to the Comal County Republican Party for hosting “13 Hours in 

Benghazi” at the Alamo Draft House on January 19. Four of us who attended the TFRW Convention 

last November have Benghazi T-shirts autographed by “OZ” and “TIG” and a group photo! Oz and Tig 

are very humble, patriotic individuals who want us to know the truth. See the movie, read the book, 

get angry. 

 Comal County Judge Sherman Krause was our Guest Speaker at our Business Meeting on 

January 20, and he brought us up to date on the accomplish-

ments in 2015 and what to expect in 2016. The majority of 

our club members live in the unincorporated area of the 

county and I know we all sincerely appreciate Judge 

Krause’s updates. Thank you, Judge Krause! 

  On January 26, the Comal County Republican Party 

and area Republican clubs hosted the 2016 Republican Pri-

mary Candidates Forum at the GVTC Auditorium. Despite the 

wicked weather it was a standing room only event!  I thank 

Patti Johnson, Becky Garrett and Betty Thomas for their ef-

forts on behalf of our club and all of you who baked cookies 

and donated your time. I was proud of all the candidates for 

their hard work, time, dedication and commitment. It was an impressive evening and all candidates 

stuck to their designated time! Bulverde Area Republican Women and the Bulverde Spring Branch 

Chamber of Commerce will host on February 8 at the GVTC Auditorium a debate with the candidates 

for Comal County Sheriff. If you were not able to attend the forum or any other candidate functions, I 

urge you to attend this debate.  

Please mark your calendars for our CLRW Membership Luncheon on April 13. It will be fun, 

fun, fun! TFRW President Theresa Kosmoski will be our Guest of Honor and we will celebrate CLRW 

turning 40! Please see the flyer on page 3 for more information! Find a hat, dig in that closet, come 

dressed to win and don’t forget your hat! 

We published the information on early voting locations and Precinct locations in the 4th Quar-

ter 2015 Newsletter. If you need additional information please go to www.co.comal.tx.us/

elections.htm. Take the time to check out the websites and Facebook pages of the candidates. Be an 

informed voter and know your candidates! 

I will see you in February! Remember, every vote counts!!! Keep Texas RED!! 

Jeanne 

President’s Letter - Continued from page 1 
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Early Voting - February 16 - 26 

Election Office - 178 E. Mill St., Suite 101, New Braunfels 

Garden Ridge City Hall - 9400 Municipal Parkway, Garden Ridge 

Bulverde/Spring Branch Library - 131 Bulverde Crossing - Bulverde 

CRRC -  1909 FM 2673 - Canyon Lake 

 

Election Day - March 1 Visit your Precinct Only 

Go to:    co.comal.tx.us/elections for hours at all locations 

http://www.co.comal.tx.us/elections.htm
http://www.co.comal.tx.us/elections.htm


 

Canyon Lake Republican Women 

P. O. Box 2751 

Canyon Lake, TX  78133 
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Make Plans now ! 

Membership Luncheon 

Wednesday, April 13, GVTC 

Website:   canyonlakerw.com 

Email:        clrwpres@gmail.com 

Karen Baker - Editor, The Wave 


