
 

 

 

 

J U N E  2 0 1 6  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E   3  

The WaveThe WaveThe Wave   
The Official Newsletter of Canyon Lake Republican Women , Canyon Lake, TX 

 In defining the essence of Canyon Lake Republican Women, I think Theodore Roose-

velt, our 26th President, said it best, “Believe you can and you’re half way there.”  With the 

stellar success of our April 13 Membership Luncheon, “Hot Flash, We’re Turning 40!”, CLRW 

owes a huge “Hats Off” to Barbara Knight, V.P. Membership. Her “belief” in our club led us 

to a uniquely fun yet highly stylish event. We asked all to wear hats and outfits represent-

ing past decades but were still stunned by the extraordinary level of participation! Some of 

our ladies looked like they had just stepped out from a PBS 40’s era film! While all of our 

ladies are winners, I pass on congratulations to Beryl Jo-

sephson, winner of the Best Hat Contest, and Donna Lee, 

winner of the Best Outfit Contest! No one can deny they 

were over the top! Linda Williamson took charge of deco-

rations creating a pink, blue and white floral wonderland 

complete with vintage centerpieces, fans, and a photo 

booth! Karen Baker took our 40 years of scrapbooks and 

created a slide show highlighting all of our accomplish-

ments over the past four decades. Her selfless dedication 

to this task gave us a historically accurate synopsis of 

the numerous accomplishments of this dedicated club. 

TFRW President, Theresa Kosmoski, was our Special 

Guest and very willing participant in our event. She was an absolute delight and we 

hope to have her visit again soon!                                                  (continued on page 7) 

President’s Letter Jeanne Slupik 

June 15th Meeting 

“Road Trip to Austin” 
 

 8 am -    CRRC  Parking 

Lot 

10 am -    Tour 3rd Court 

of  Appeals               

11:30 am -     Lunch      

Austin Club  

2 & 2:30 pm - Tour       

Governor’s Mansion 
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Barbara Knight 

2nd V P 

Membership 

2016 Membership Chairman Report 
Hot Flash –We’re forty!! 

What a 40
th

 anniversary party!!! One hundred 
and twenty- nine strong, ladies and gentlemen 
gathered to celebrate forty years of Canyon 
Lake Republican Women on April 13, 2016. It 

was a truly memorable occasion and full of fun 
to boot! The array of hats and vintage clothing 
was amazing and duly recorded on film with 
give away photos taken by Donna Dishman. 
J.B. Williamson and Joan Smith were the official 
paparazzi for the event capturing loads of won-

derful smiles. 
 

Upon entering the auditorium attendees 
caught glimpses of themselves and club activi-

ties on the big screen. Karen and John Hobson 
created the PowerPoint show highlighting our 
current CLRW programs and projects. Linda 
Williamson, recording secretary, magically 
transformed GVTC into an elegant tearoom 
with pink satin tablecloths, teapot flower ar-
rangements and souvenir fans for everyone 

that sported the event’s logo. 
 

We were honored to have Theresa Kos-

moski, President of the Texas Federation 
of Republican Women, as our special 
guest. She shared her vision for TFRW 
and the growth of individual clubs 
through an aggressive membership re-
cruitment campaign. We were chal-
lenged to double our membership be-

fore the end of 2017. 
 

Reverend Kimberly Burke, Pastor of 

North Shore United Methodist Church gave a 
beautiful invocation and the Benediction was 
given by Reverend Elaine Murray Dreeban, Pas-
tor of Canyon Lake Presbyterian Church.  Past 
President Diane Schaule (2012) arranged for 
the Canyon Lake High School ROTC Honor 
Guard who presented the colors and assisted 
with the promenade of style show participants. 
Carolyn Besselman, 3

rd
 VP of fundraising, lead 

the group in singing the National Anthem and 
Brenda Varne provided vocal renditions of old 

time favorites.  
 

Laurie Schley, First VP of  programs, coordi-
nated food service with Chef Jerry for an excel-
lent meal of roast beef, potatoes béarnaise, 

mixed vegetables, roll, tea and carrot cake.  

Past President Pat Hingst (2013-2014), or-
ganized and MC’d the Style Show Contest-
ants. Everyone was thrilled with the diversity 
of hats and vintage clothes worn by mem-
bers. Serving as Price, Watergate and 
Thibodeaux judges were Aaron Allmon, Star 
Carey, Don Johnson, Carl Josephson, Neal 
Koonce, Ben Scroggins and J.B. Williamson. 

Winning the Best Outfit went to reigning 
2015 Cajun Fishfry Queen Donna Lee and 
taking top honors for her hand crafted hat 

was Beryl Josephson. 
 

The highlight of the annual luncheon was 
the PowerPoint show coordinated by Karen 
Baker, 2007 CLRW president. Researching 
yearbooks through the years for photos and 

history of the club’s accomplishments were 
past presidents Patsy Newton (1993-1994 & 
2001-2002), Belinda Frisk (2003-2004 & 
2008), Patti Johnson (2005-2006) and Janet 
Blum (2010-2011). Their many hours of 
work in researching the volumes of informa-

tion resulted in a “bursting with 
pride” slide presentation with 

live narration. 
 

Two surprise guests made their 
grand entrance as lunch was 
concluded. Straight from Holly-
wood and heaven, Sonny and 
Cher made a return visit to 
CLRW. Sonny expressed his dis-
may in not having been se-
lected as the outstanding talent 
at the last Fishfry FUNdraiser. 

Cher flirted with all 
the men in the au-

dience and then 
they took over as 
MCs for the event. 

We wonder 
where president 
Jeanne Slupik 
and Barbara 
Knight, 2

nd
 VP for 

membership    
disappeared to during the second half 
of the event!?!?! No doubt they had 
some important Republican related 
event to attend.  

Come Join 

CLRW! 

 

New 

Member 

Dues: 

 

$25 - FULL 

$10 - ASSOC 

 

Mail to: 

CLRW 

P.O. Box 2751 

CL, TX 78133 



 

P A G E  3  



 

External Threats.   

Since WWII, U.S. military strength has been 
augmented by its allies.  But, increased social 
spending in countries like Italy, Australia, Ger-
many, and Great Britain has eroded this sup-

port.  And, while the U.S. is cutting back its 
military, these countries are spending less 
than 2% of their GNP on their military readi-

ness.   

Meanwhile, saber rattling continues in Russia 
even tough Putin is probably embarrassed by the Pa-
nama papers exposition of huge sums of money being 
hidden abroad by people close to him.   China contin-
ues to project power and threaten her neighbors by 

beefing up its military on disputed islands even 
though the Chinese economy is not doing well.  Get-
ting set for a potentially great power shift at the 19

th
 

Congress of the Communist Party in 2017, the security 
services are cracking down on dissidents including 
those who have fled abroad.  They are going after 
their families as well.  The arrest of Navy LTCDR Ed-
ward Lin revealed that they are also going after infor-
mation on the workings of our information-gathering 
system. And they have learned a lot about what we 

know and how we know it.  Saudi Arabia’s 
king has been found to have vast amounts of 
money stashed abroad.  And, families of 911 
victims are suing to see classified information 
which might implicate Saudi in the attacks.  
Fifteen of the nineteen hijackers were Saudi 
citizens.  Although, not a major player, Iceland 
is also having its problems.  After the Panama 

Papers revealed its leader had significant for-
eign holdings, there was a demonstration dur-
ing which people got so angry they pelted him 

with yogurt.  

Internal Threats 

Our homeland security and well-being also continues to 

be threatened by factors internal to the U.S.  Drugs con-
tinue to disable and kill our citizens.  And, a new drug, 
fentanyl, has just become available that has an ex-
tremely high mortality rate.  Other criminal activities are 
targeting our children.  A recent Department of Justice 
Report stated that 40% of our sex trafficking victims are 
children.  And, white collar crime from a wide variety of 
scams to computer crime and identity theft continue to 
flourish. There is hardly a member of our club that has 

not had some experience with that type of crime. 

Homeland Security Report 
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I was born in Monroe, LA 50 plus years ago. I attended Catholic schools both elementary and 

high school.  After finishing high school I attended Grambling University in Louisiana and UT 

Nursing School in Houston with a BSN.  I also attended Theological Seminary in Houston and 

received a BA in Biblical Studies. 
 

While in college, I married much too young, but did become a mother to my beautiful daugh-

ter Leslie, and with God's help, I raised her as a single mom.  She is now married and living in 

Amsterdam with her husband Ryan and my two beautiful grandson's, Jonah who is five years 

old and Ellis who is two. 
 

Fifteen years ago, God brought the most amazing man into my life, my husband Ken. We are 

extremely busy at our church working in many different ministries. Some of the ministries 

include: Men's Ministry, Young Men's Mentoring, Altar Team, Prayer Team, Sunday School 

Teachers, and Women's Ministry.  
 

After I graduated from nursing school, I went to work for a nursing agency as the Adminis-

trator and I worked there for 25 years.  When the owner of the agency retired, I thought it 

was a good time for me to step down also. 
 

Ken and I are involved in precinct activities; including block walking, telephone banks, sign 

distribution, and working at the polls.   We are also busy with community activities to include:  

American Red Cross, Alzheimer's Association, Lion's Club International, Daughter's of Lib-

erty PAC, and I am a member of the Board of Directors for Foundation for Life, Victo-

rious Teens, & CinSyr Music Ministry.  

2016 Board Member Highlight 

Sandy Carey 

Shirley Rourke 

Corresponding 

Secretary 
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Future Dates to Remember 

  June 6    CLRW Board Meeting 

  June 15   CLRW Road Trip to Austin (Sold Out) 

  July 4    Startzville 4th of July Parade 

  July 11   CLRW Board Meeting 

  July 20   CLRW Monthly Meeting 

  Aug 8    CLRW Board Meeting 

  Aug 17   CLRW Monthly Meeting 

        

           The Fish Fry is Set! 

  

Mark those calendars for SEPTEMBER 24 this year for the annual CLRW Fish Fry! 

We already have big plans underway and this year promises to be just as much fun as in the past.  

Please know that in order for this to be a successful event, we need everyone to help in some way.  

Talk it up and get the word out.   

 

This event has become so popular that we look to be sold out as soon as the tickets go on sale. More 

details will be headed your way soon.  

Contact Carolyn Besselman at cbess444@aol.com for more information.        

 

Laissez le bon temps rouler!        

Carolyn Besselman 

3rd Vice-President 

Fund Raising 

WELCOME! New CLRW Members 

  Donna Jones   Charlotte Henley 

  Shar Liquori   Patty McNeil 

   

Associate Members: 

Susan Walker 

mailto:cbess444@aol.com


 

2016 CLRW Board 
Executive Board 
Elected Officers 
President   Jeanne Slupik   830-964-5374 
1st VP (Programs)    Laurie Schley   210-912-9772 
Assist. 1st VP (Spec Events)  Marie Mejia-Justice  432-978-3149 

2nd VP (Membership)  Barbara Knight   830-935-2670 
3rd VP (Fund Raising)  Carolyn Besselman  830-935-2544 
Recording Secretary  Linda Williamson   830-609-8347 
Corresponding Secretary  Shirley Rourke   832-215-8712 
PAC Treasurer   Carol Little   830-935-4556 

Standing Committees 
Americanism    Donna Holmes   830-899-7225 

By-Laws     Janet Blum    830-935-2956 

Awards and Achievements  Patti Johnson   830-935-4142 
Campaign Activities   Becky Garrett    210-861-5247 
Caring for America   Pam Underwood   830-935-3181 
Community Engagement   Beryl Josephson    830-935-3667 

Community Relations   Beryl Josephson    830-935-3667 
Homeland Security   Sandy Carey    830-964-3336 
Leadership    Vacant 
Legislation    Shirley Rourke   832-215-8712 
Military Liaison    Melinda Rapp    830-964-2482 
Newsletter    Karen Baker    830-899-7814 
Political Action & Publicity  Belinda Frisk    830-885-6766 
Scrapbook    Karen Baker   830-899-7814 
Social/Hospitality   Cathie McFarren   361-779-6759 
Social Media   Donna Pool    210-232-1990 
Teen Age Republicans   Vacant 
Webmaster    Karen Hobson    830-935-3141 

Directory    Barbara Knight   830-935-2670 
Past Pres./Parliamentarian Pat Hingst    830-935-3221 

Special Committee 
Country Store    Janet Blum    830-935-2956 

Sub-Committees 
Voter Registration  Beryl Josephson   830-935-3667 
Constitution Project  Vacant 
Scholarships    Becky Danchak    210-875-5317 
Chaplain    Vacant    
Pledges    Eleanor Wallin   830-899-3123 

June Board MeetingJune Board MeetingJune Board Meeting   

Monday, June 6thMonday, June 6thMonday, June 6th   

12:00 PM12:00 PM12:00 PM   

Tye Preston Memorial LibraryTye Preston Memorial LibraryTye Preston Memorial Library   

July Board MeetingJuly Board MeetingJuly Board Meeting   

Monday, July 11Monday, July 11Monday, July 11   

12:00 PM12:00 PM12:00 PM   

Tye Preston Memorial Tye Preston Memorial Tye Preston Memorial 

Vacant  Chairs 

 

Teen Age Republicans 

 

Constitution Project 

 

Chaplain 

 

 

Please consider 

filling one of 

these important 

positions!! 

WE NEED 

YOUR HELP! 
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The Comal County Republican Party now has a new headquarters located at 265 S. Landa 

Street in New Braunfels! The Grand Opening was on May 2 

and our U.S. Congressman Lamar Smith was the Guest 

Speaker and assisted our Comal County Chairman, Ruth 

Pharis, with the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. The headquar-

ters will be manned by members from CLRW, NBRW, and 

RCCC (Republican Club of Comal County).  Friday is our day 

and we provide four volunteers, two per shift, from 10am 

to 1pm and 1pm to 4pm. I invite all of you to stop by and 

visit! 

I am so proud of our 22 members who attended the Repub-

lican Party of Texas 

Convention, 12 to 14 May, in Dallas – we were always 

accounted for  whether in General session, Senatorial 

District (SD) Caucuses, or Congressional District (CD) 

Caucuses. On Saturday the 36 CD Caucuses met to 

elect their three delegates and three alternates for 

the National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. In our CD 

21, we had 11 nominees for the first delegate and we 

knew then we were facing a long day! It took us al-

most eight hours, but we accomplished the task at 

hand and elected our delegates and alternates, and 

our National Committee Man and Woman.  Our task 

was not easy and it was impressive to have so many 

qualified nominees competing for those six delegate 

slots. I know Texas CD 21 will be well represented in 

Ohio.  

The highlight of the convention was the TFRW Tribute to 

Women Luncheon.  CLRW is so proud of our well-

deserved honorees Barbara Knight and Carol Little!   

CLRW also brought home the 2016 Grassroots Club 

Award presented by Tom Mechler, Chairman Texas GOP 

and Theresa Kosmoski, TFRW President. Congratulations, 

CLRW! 

In closing, I wish to thank all of our CLRW members who 

have worked so diligently and dedicated so much effort on behalf their candidates. One of 

the greatest strengths of this club is our ready willingness to be involved in the political 

process whether locally or nationally.  

Until we meet again, “Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet on the ground.” (Quote at-

tributed to Theodore Roosevelt) 

Keeping it Red!    

Jeanne 

President’s Letter - Continued from page 1 
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Becky Danchak, Becky Garrett, and Jeanne Slu-

pik with our Scholarship Winners at Canyon 

Lake High School 

CLRW is so proud of member Donna Dishman, 

executive director of Canine Classmates!  

C.L.A.S.S. BARK-BQ  
Attended by Jeanne Slupik and Lisa Roper as well as many other CLRW Members 

CLRW Members attend Fischer Follies to 
support Linda Williamson’s role as Patsy 
Kline  
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On May 5, 2016, CLRW Members attended the National 

Day of Prayer held at the CRRC Recreation Center Pavil-

ion. This was a first time event for Canyon 

Lake. 

Joan Smith, Jeanne Slupik, Karen Hobson, Linda Williamson, 

Carol Little, Janet Blum, Don Johnson, Beryl & Carl Joseph-

son, Patti Johnson, and John Hobson attended the Ribbon 

Cutting for the new Comal County Republican Headquarters. 

March 30, Our Second C.H.A.T. in 2016  
Canyon Lake Gorge 

CASA hosted a fabulous 

"Una Fiesta Italiano"  

CLRW Members Support Casa 

NBRW Social 

Pictured from left to right are Janet Blum, Joyce 

Yannuzzi (President, NBRW), Jeanne Slupik, Kelly 

Follis, and Linda Kinney.  



 

Canyon Lake Republican Women 

P. O. Box 2751 

Canyon Lake, TX  78133 
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Website:   canyonlakerw.com 

Email:        clrwpres@gmail.com 

Karen Baker - Editor, The Wave 

SAVE THE DATE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2016 


