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President’s Message
Greetings!

We are now coming to 
the end of July 2022, 

and as usual, CLRW has been 
busy! 

On Independence Day, we 
were proud participants in the 
Canyon Lake Fourth of July 
Parade and were well represent-
ed. Trust me, you could not miss 
our float! Paula Schuldheisz, our 
Assistant 1st VP – Special Events, 
started decorating in January, and 
it would not be an exaggeration 
to say she bought out every store 
in Comal County that sold red 
tissue paper! Everything was so 
organized that morning, and we 
had enough volunteers to ride 
both the float and in the bed of 
the truck. 

A special thank-you goes to 
Jim Hynes, John Schuldheisz, 
and Jerry Besselman for their 
unwavering assistance and “go to” 
attitudes. The crowd LOVED us. 
It’s wonderful to live in a town that is 
proud to celebrate the Fourth of July!

Robyn Stewart, Manager of 
Joint Base San Antonio Fisher 
House at Brooke Army Medical 
Center (BAMC), was the guest 
speaker at our July business meet-
ing. Robyn introduced our new 
members to the purpose and mis-
sion of the Army Fisher House. 
Her passion for providing quality 
lodging for our military personnel 
and families while at BAMC was 
beyond inspiring. She is a fount of 
knowledge and truly a hands-on 
leader. 

We were thrilled to have her 
speak the same month we took 
up donations for our July trip to 
Army Fisher House. Melinda 
Rapp, our Armed Forces Chair, 
was present to take donations and 
obtained an updated list of needed 
items from Robyn. 

On July 21, Melinda and I 
spent over $600 purchasing “ne-
cessities” for Army Fisher House. 
This time, it was all about the 
basic items, and Robyn was so, so 
thankful for our club - not only 
for the donations but also for de-
livering them to the house. CLRW 
does it RIGHT!
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Unfortunately, this is also 
the month I lost a dear 

friend, veteran, and tireless ser-
vice volunteer to complications 
from COVID. Ben had served in 
the military (32 years, four tours 
in Vietnam) as a Chief of Police, 
Director of Security for US Forces 
in Kuwait, and finally, during his 
retirement, as President of the Blue 
Knights Motorcycle Club in San 
Antonio. 

The Catholic priest presiding 
over his funeral asked all to say one 
word to describe Ben – and as I 
listened, I could not help but think 
of our forefathers and the personal 
fortitude and unbreakable faith 
they needed to stand together and 
forge our great nation. Ben was, 
thankfully not as irascible as John 
Adams, but you would definitely 
have known he was in the room. 

After the flag-folding ceremo-
ny at Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery, the priest also spoke of 
the meaning behind the thirteen 
folds. I know this is a fitting way to 
end this month. May these words 
be another reaffirmation of your 
faith in our great, noble country.

The following is the meaning 
behind the thirteen folds excerpted 
from the Marine Corps News by 
Laurie Pearson.

The flag-folding ceremony 
represents the same religious prin-
ciples on which our great country 
was originally founded.

The first fold of our flag is a 
symbol of life.

The second fold is a symbol of 
our belief in eternal life.

The third fold is made in 
honor and remembrance of the 
veteran departing our ranks, and 
who gave a portion of his or her life 
for the defense of our country to 
attain peace throughout the world.

The fourth fold represents our 
weaker nature; as American citi-
zens trusting in God, it is Him we 
turn to in times of peace, as well 
as in times of war, for His divine 
guidance.

The fifth fold is a tribute to 
our country. In the words of Ste-
phen Decatur, 

Our country, in dealing 
with other countries, 
may she always be right, 
but it is still our coun-
try, right or wrong.”

The sixth fold is for where our 
hearts lie. It is with our heart that 
we pledge allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America, and 
to the republic for which it stands, 
one nation under God, indivisible, 
with liberty and justice for all.

The seventh fold is a tribute to 
our armed forces, for it is through 
the armed forces that we protect 
our country and our flag against 

all enemies, whether they be found 
within or without the boundaries 
of our republic.

The eighth fold is a tribute 
to the one who entered into the 
valley of the shadow of death, that 
we might see the light of day, and 
to honor our mother, for whom it 
flies on Mother’s Day.

The ninth fold is a tribute to 
womanhood. It has been their 
faith, love, loyalty and devotion 
that has molded the character of 
the men and women who have 
made this country great.

The tenth fold is a tribute to 
father, who has also given his sons 
and daughters for the defense of 
our country since he or she was 
first born.

The eleventh fold represents 
the lower portion of the seal of 
King David and King Solomon 
and glorifies the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.

The twelfth fold represents an 
emblem of eternity and glorifies 
God the Father, the Son and Holy 
Ghost.

The thirteenth and last fold, 
when the flag is completely fold-

ed, the stars are 
uppermost and 
remind us of our 
national motto,   “

“InGod 
We

Trust.”
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CLRW Meetings by Marsha Cooper
1st Vice President - Programs

Laurie Schley, 1sr VP - Asst., George Rodriguez and Jeanne

Always great information!
The weather in Central Tex-

as this summer is certainly 
hot. And so are the speakers at our 
monthly CLRW meetings! 

In June, we hosted George H. 
Rodriguez, known as “El Conser-
vador,” who has a weekly broad-

cast on conservative Salem News 
Channel KLUP 930 AM Radio 
out of  San Antonio. During Mr. 
Rodriguez’ notable career, he 
worked in conservative politics in 
both Texas and Washington along-
side GOP members such as Ron-
ald Reagan and George H. Bush. 
Today, Mr. Rodriguez is a com-
mentator on Fox News as well as 
a blogger and the radio host of “El 
Conservador.” Through the radio 
show, as well as speaking at ral-
lies like “Save the Cenotaph” and 
promoting conservative films and 
events, Mr. Rodriguez supports his 
viewpoints and his love for Texas 
and the United States. 

Mr. Rodriguez is an entertain-
ing speaker, but his topics are “no 
nonsense” and include the “Pov-
erty Industrial Complex,” “Fake 
News,” “The Border,” and “Illegal 
Aliens and the Justice System.” 
After speaking at CLRW, his next 
stop was the RPT Convention in 
Houston, so we were very honored 
that he stopped by and stayed a 
while! Mr. Rodriguez is a gracious 

and knowledgeable speaker, and we 
must have him come speak to us 
again!

The CLRW speaker for July was 
Robyn Stewart, the new manager 
of Joint Base San Antonio’s Army 
Fisher House at Brooke Army 

Medical Center (BAMC). 
As CLRW has supported 
Fisher House for 
many years, hearing 
from Robyn about 
the history and 
mission of Fish-
er House and the 
families of Wounded 
Warriors, who spend 

time there, empha-
sized the importance of our 
donations. They make a real 
impact on the American 
heroes who are recovering 
at BAMC. And Robyn was 
such a joy to meet and so passion-
ate about her job. 

In August, our speaker will be 
Rhonda Marquardt, current pres-
ident of Kinney County Repub-
lican Women. A retired teacher, 
coach and life-
long Christian, 
Rhonda is a 
hard-working 
volunteer for 
political candi-
dates. Present-
ly, she works 
with others in 
Kinney Coun-
ty to stop the 
illegal invasion 
of our country. 
That crisis is their top priority. 

We will hear her first-hand 
accounts of the dangers posed 
to the residents and property in 

South Texas by the uncontrolled 
illegal immigration crisis. Our US 
Representative Chip Roy will be 
with us as well. Rhonda calls Chip 
their hero because he supports the 
Declaration of Invasion issued by 
multiple border counties, stepping 

up where the Biden administration 
is failing.

Be sure to join us on August 17 
for her informative talk!

Fisher House display

Melinda Rapp, Jeanne Slupik, Robyn Stewart, Army Fisher House Manager 
Marsha Cooper and Alex Ambrees, Army Fisher House Asst. Manager



On July 21, Jeanne Slupik 
and I went shopping at 

Costco for supplies for the Army 
Fisher House at BAMC. The 
supplies we purchased on this trip 
included trash bags and zip lock 
bags of all 
sizes, laundry 
soap, dish 
soap, hand 
soap, Lysol 
disinfectant 
spray, paper 
towels, nap-
kins, batteries 
(AA, AAA, 
and C) and, of 
course, sugar. 

Because 
of your gen-
erosity, we had 
$875 to shop 
with and spent $693, leaving us 
$182 to go towards our next trip in 
December!

I want to thank each one of 
you for your support of Army Fish-
er House. I would like to recognize 

by Melinda Rapp
Armed ForcesFisher House

Shane and Leslee Rapp for their 
donation of 100 rolls of toilet paper 
and travel size personal care sup-
plies. 

Robyn Stewart, the new di-
rector of Army Fisher House and 

our July 
guest 
speaker, 
identi-
fied an 
addi-
tional 
need for 
travel 
size 
supplies 
such as 
sham-
poo, 

condi-
tioner, 

deodorant, toothpaste, shaving sup-
plies and such. Many of their guests 
are medevacked to BAMC and ar-
rive with nothing. Robyn prepares 
bags filled with toiletries and places 
them on their beds as welcome 

gifts. I have discovered the best 
price is at H.E.B., so when you are 
out and about (or have extras from 
a motel), please purchase a few of 
these items for our next trip!

Robyn was ecstatic with our 
purchases. Since we always coor-
dinate the shopping list with her, 
we know we are buying items they 
need. She also provided us with the 
following statistics: as of October 
1, 2021, our Army Fisher House 
has lodged over 300 families, which 
included 20,863 room nights, thus 
saving those families over $800,000 
in lodging costs!

Again, from the bottom of my 
heart, thank you all so much. My 
mission could not be done without 
your support.

Helping those on the mend

Melinda Rapp, Robyn Stewart, Fisher House director, 
and Jeanne Slupik
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On Wednesday, July 27, the 
City of San Antonio (SA) 

sent a letter to the U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, plus to 
nonprofits in Del Rio and Laredo, 
to ask them to reduce the num-
ber of illegal aliens bussed to the 
Migrant Center in San Antonio. 
After the liberal/leftist city lead-
ers proclaimed San Antonio a 
“welcoming city” rather than a 
“sanctuary city,” they have second 
thoughts as its Migrant Center has 
been overwhelmed by thousands 
of illegal aliens that are swamping 
the border. This again shows the 

short-sightedness and hypocrisy of 
liberals.

The situation has reached 
a point where SA city leaders 
threatened to bus the illegal aliens 
back to the U.S.-Mexico border. 
One federal official even suggests 
piggybacking on Governor Greg 
Abbott’s initiative to bus migrants 
straight to Washington, D.C. as an 
alternative [and now to NYC].

The Migrant Center provides 
respite to those who do not have a 
departure window of less than six 
hours to other parts of the country. 
Migrants with a departure time of 

less than six hours from their arriv-
al in San Antonio are left directly at 
bus terminals or the international 
airport. This crisis is creating local 
government problems the liberal/
leftist politicians don’t want.

What part of the word “ille-
gal” don’t liberal/leftist politicians 
and community leaders under-
stand?

San Antonio Takes Stand
by George Rodriguez, 

El Conservador 
Guest Columnist

& July guest speaker



August 2022          Page 5

Scholarship WinnersBright & shinning stars!
by Ruth Diamond

Scholarships

On May 11, during the 
Senior Awards Night at 

Canyon Lake High School, we 
awarded scholarships to Madison 
Evans and Madison Hallmark. 
Each of these young ladies earned a 
CLRW $1,000 scholarship to fur-
ther their education at the school of 
their choice.   

Madison Evans graduated 
from Canyon Lake High School 
in the top 10% of her class and was 
a member of the National Honor 
Society. She will begin college with 
a minimum 
of 32 credit 
hours due to 
taking col-
lege courses 
while in high 
school. She 
will attend 
Sam Hous-
ton State 
University to 
study Political 
Science and 
Criminal Jus-
tice. She plans 
to become a lawyer and part of the 
JAG Corps. She had planned  to 
start at Sam Houston State in the 
fall, but because the Army sent her 
straight to Advanced Individual 
Training (AIT) at Ft. Lee, Virginia, 
after completion of Basic Combat 
Training (BCT) at Ft. Jackson in 
Columbia, South Carolina, she will 
begin college in the 2023 spring 
semester. 

In the few short weeks she has 
been at BCT, she has been appoint-
ed to SASH (Soldiers Against Sexual 
Harassment), promoted to Private 
First Class and appointed Platoon 
Leader. To receive the appointment 
to SASH, she had to write a two-

page essay and interview with the 
Base Commander. You know her 
essay must have been awesome, as 
just before the meeting with the 
Base Commander, her platoon 
had gotten “smoked” so Madison 
walked into the Commander’s 
office soaking wet!

Her performance during the 
two weeks of Marksmanship, one 
with scope and one with back-up 
iron sights, earned Madison a per-
fect score. Guess we best not make 
her mad!

Army 
Reserve 
Soldiers 
receive 
the same 
training as 
active-duty 
soldiers. 
After BCT 
and AIT, 
Army 
Reserve 
soldiers 
return to 
their civil-

ian lives and spend one weekend a 
month and two weeks during the 
summer training to keep their skills 
sharp. She will return to Canyon 
Lake sometime in October, and we 
hope she will attend our October 
or November meeting to describe 
some of her experiences. Madi-
son’s rapid advancement within the 
Reserves is amazing and proves she 
was a very worthy winner of one of 
our scholarships.

Madison Hallmark will attend 
Texas A&M University Corpus 
Christi this fall working toward 
earning a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology. She will study 
energy, environmental science, 

marine biology, 
geological and 
geophysical 
engineering. 
She then plans 
to obtain a 
Master’s degree 
in the field of 
either marine biology or envi-
ronmental engineering. While at 
Canyon Lake High School, Madi-
son was a member of FFA, Student 
Council and National Honor Soci-
ety. She was a varsity cheerleader, 
on the high school dance team, the 
power-lifting team and ranked 15th 
out of 228 students in her graduat-
ing class. She has spent many hours 
involved in community service in 
the Canyon Lake area over the past 
four years and plans to devote just 
as much energy towards her col-
lege education and the TAMUCC 
community.

Your CLRW Scholarship team 
members spent many hours re-
viewing the 30 applications that 
were received this year, trying to 
determine which two students 
should receive these scholarships. 

Both Madisons demonstrated 
strong service and leadership skills 
and excellent performance in aca-
demics. I believe these two young 
women will continue to excel in 
their respective fields and become 
extremely productive women 
whom our organization will be 
very proud to have awarded schol-
arships. 

Thanks to my team members 
again: Christine LoDestro, Teresa 
Pick, Brenda Potter and Cheryl 
Zeise-Jewell for their time and ded-
ication in recognizing the strengths 
and talents that both of these scholar-
ship winners have exhibited.

Madison Hallmark, Ruth Diamond, Madison Evans 
and Jeanne Slupik
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by Carolyn BesselmanCaring for AmericaBirthday bags
As part of our Caring 

for America outreach, 
Carolyn Besselman had two 
of her grandchil-
dren initiate a 
summer project 
that got them 
out of the house 
and busy helping 
the community. 
They decided 
to create birth-
day bags for the 
Canyon Lake/
CRRC Food 
Bank. 

The brother 
and sister team 
first had to do 
chores around 
Grammy’s house 
to earn money. Then, they 
went shopping and were told 

they could spend up to $10 
each. Each one created a bag 
filled with birthday party sup-

plies that 
would 
be for 
a three, 
four or 
five-
year-old. 
Taton 
Bessel-
man 
created a 
boy bag 
of Star 
Wars 
goodies, 
and Sa-
vannah 

Bessel-
man had to have unicorns, of 
course! 

Each bag had a cake mix, 
plates, napkins, cups, candles 
and a few more decorations. 
They were designed so that if 
a family comes in with a child 
in that age group, they can be 
given one of the bags.

The staff at the CRRC was 
amazed and very appreciative. 
Savannah and Taton loved 
the project and want to do it 
again. Not only is it a good 
gesture in the community, 
it’s a great lesson for them to 
learn to help others.

Savannah and Taton Besselman

CLRW New Member OrientationWell attended and well received
June 7 –  New Member Orientation - Fischer Store Community Center - 2 to 4 pm

It was a red shoe event!Top row: Cathy Griffin, Linda Bush, Teri-Ann Parise, Teresa Pick, Christine LoDestro 
Middl row: Carol Hackett, Jan Hunt, Vianca Caudill, Linda Barnard, Suzanne Henderson 

Front row right: Carolyn Tucker and Virginia Donnelly
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There are many ongoing, 
interesting things to do 

around the Canyon Lake area. Here 
are some local sources of opportu-
nities for you to explore, as well as 
some upcoming events for plan-
ning purposes.  
Tye Preston Memorial Library-  
Built by the community for the 
community, the library offers a huge 
assortment of programs available 
to the public, many of them free, 
for both children and adults alike. 
Shop from the wonderful artwork 
on display there by members of the 
Canyon Lake Art Guild. You can 
see the entire schedule at TPML.
org/calendar.
Heritage Museum of The Tex-
as Hill Country – With over 200 
dinosaur footprints from 110 million 
years ago and over 3 miles of trails 
and gardens to walk, the museum 
offers an opportunity for family 
outings and children’s programs. For 
more information, including entry 
fee costs, visit theheritagemuseum.
com.  
James C. Curry Nature Center – 
With over 52 acres and a ¾ mile 
hiking trail, this Comal County Park 
is located off Skyline Drive near FM 
2673. It is free to the public. Find 
out more at https://cceo.org/parks/
curry-nature-center.

Canyon Lake Gorge – Created by 
the flood of 2002, which uncovered 
dinosaur tracks and geological and 
botanical wonders, the gorge offers 
guided tours as well as a recently 
added shaded walking trail. Gorge 
tours are by reservation only, which 
can be made on their website at 
https://canyongorgetours.com. 
There is a fee for the tour. Get to the 
walking trail from the Tye Preston 
Memorial Library driveway and 
follow the signs on the left. 
Brookshire Brothers – FM 306 – 
During the summer, the store hosts 
Friday and Saturday night dinners 
on the patio featuring live enter-
tainment and a different menu each 
night. Prices vary. Visit https://
www.brookshirebrothers.com/
store-location/store-79 for more 
information.
Canyon Lake Area Chamber of 
Commerce – The Chamber website 
has a whole host of information on 
the Canyon Lake area including 
relocation advice, a calendar of 
events and a visitor’s guide. Did you 
know that an individual can join 
the Chamber for just $65? You don’t 
have to be a business! The Chamber 
conducts monthly mixers hosted by 
different local businesses that you 

can attend 
as a member. 
Need a ser-
vice? Consult 
the Cham-
ber’s direc-
tory of local 
businesses. 
https://www.
canyonlake-
chamber.com.

Upcoming Events
FREEDOM WALK Across Can-
yon Dam – September 11 – 9 to 11 
am at Overlook Park. This non-par-
tisan event is sponsored by Canyon 
Lake Republican Women. 

CLRW Fish Fry Fundraiser – 
September 17– 6 to 9 pm, New 
Braunfels Civic Convention Cen-
ter, Advance Ticket Sales Only 
- See https://www.canyonlakerw.
com/2022-fish-fry-fund-raiser.
html.  
Canyon Lake Noon Lions Fall 
Shrimpfest – October 8 –10:30 am 
to 2:30 pm at the CRRC Recreation 
Center, 125 Mabel Jones Drive. 
Tickets are $14 plus there will be a 
mega drawing of four $250 prizes. 
See Canyonlakenoonlions.wixsite.
com/clnl.
Canyon Lake Chamber of Com-
merce – 23rd Annual BBQ Cookoff, 
October 15 –11 am - 4:30 pm at 
Jacobs Creek Park at Joint Base San 
Antonio. For additional informa-
tion:  https://www.canyonlake-
chamber.com.
Dam Fine Car Show – This event is 
sponsored by the Dam Community 
Alliance and will take place Sunday, 
October 16. Plans are underway 
now. Check back often at https://
damcommunityalliance.com/.

Community Engagement    Relations& 
by Diane Schaule, Community Engagement / Relations

Private Screening of 2000 Mules 

Nita King, Barbara Knight, Jeanne Slupik, Becky Swindal, Nancy McNeely and Sharon Lee
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July 4th ParadeWe showed our colors!
by Paula Schuldheisz 

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events

Everywhere you looked on our float, it was red, white and blue 
with tons of United States flags!

Carolyn Besselman was all smiles in front of 
the 2022 Fish Fry FUNdraiser logo!

CLRW participated 
in the In-

dependence Day Parade in Startz-
ville. It was a beautiful hot summer 
day – and fortunately there was a 
little bit of a breeze!

Our members came decked out 
in red to help decorate the float. We 
worked as a team and everything 
was ready to go in 30 minutes. 

Thank you all. A special thank-
you to Carolyn Besselman who 
made the signs and the beautiful 
logo for the FUNdraiser. And 
thanks to Barbara Knight for again 
lending us the trailer.

Even though we didn’t win an 
award, we sure did get a lot of com-
pliments on our beautiful float! Let’s Keep Texas Red!



ss
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by Cec Tyler 
NFRW Armed Services Chair 

National Federation RWArmed Forces Committee

Texas Federation of Republican Women
by Sylvia Gartner, District Director SD 25

The following are important 
military dates and events. 

Aug 4 - 232nd birthday of the 
U.S. Coast Guard. It was estab-
lished in 1790, making it eight 
years older than the U.S. Navy.

Aug 7 - Purple Heart Day is a 
time to remember and honor the 
brave men and women who were 
either wounded on the battlefield 
or made the ultimate sacrifice.

Aug 29 - 104th birthday of the 
U.S. Marine Forces Reserve or the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserve that 
was established in 1916 in conjunc-
tion with the creation of the Navy 
Reserve.

Sept 11 - Patriots Day is a time 
to honor both service members and 
first responders and to remember 
that we must never let our guard 
down.

Sept 18 - 75th birthday of the 
U.S. Air Force that was established 
as a separate service in 1947 but 
had been around for decades as the 
Army Air Corps.

Sept 26 - Gold Star Mothers’ 
and Families’ Day is a time to 
honor the families of fallen ser-
vice members to ensure that the 
sacrifice of service members is not 
forgotten.

Oct 13 - 243rd birthday of 
the U.S. Navy that was originally 
established during the Revolution-
ary War in 1775 as the Continen-
tal Navy. 2023 will mark the 25th 
anniversary of women’s first assign-
ment aboard a combat ship and the 
50th anniversary of Navy’s Fighter 
Weapons School – Top Gun.

Oct 26 - National Day of the 
Deployed honors all service mem-
bers who have been deployed in 
service of our country. 

A new event, not necessarily 
recognized by the Federal Gov-
ernment, is slowly catching on 
throughout the United States. It 
is Remember Everyone Deployed 
also known as R.E.D. or Red 
Friday. The concept is to wear 
red on Fridays and take time to 
remember our service members 
deployed. Why Fridays? Because 
those deployed don’t get to enjoy 
the weekend or see their loved ones 
for months on end.  

If you have questions concern-
ing what an Armed Service project 
is, please ask us early on.

The 
3rd 

Quarterly 
TFRW 
Board of 
Directors 
meeting 
was held on 

July 16. It was very informative, 
most of which you can read about 
in the August TFRW TODAY 
newsletter.

Dana Myers, VP Membership, 
resigned her position to fulfill her 

duties as the newly elected Vice 
Chair of the Republican Party 
of Texas. Melanie Grammar was 
elected to replace Dana.

The TFRW Tribute to Women 
is September 17. Clubs are invited 
to submit a member’s name for this 
honor and to attend to show their 
support.

We are less than 100 days until 
the November elections! TFRW 
encourages us to “Adopt a Candi-
date” and help support their cam-
paign. Don’t forget to turn in your 
campaign hours!

As always, kudos to Patti John-
son and Belinda Frisk for being 

the best TFRW Hospitality hosts. 
Their hard work is appreciated.

Save the dates!
4th Quarter TFRW 

Board Meeting & Patrón Event 
September 16, Sheraton – Georgetown

Tribute to Women 
September 17, Sheraton – Georgetown

TFRW Legislative Day 
February 3, 2023 – AT&T 

Conference Center – Austin
TFRW Convention 

October 12-14, 2023 – Irving
Please contact me if you have any 
questions or need more informa-

tion. I am a phone call away!
#TFRWLeads #TFRWbuildsleaders
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Join Canyon Lake Republican Women

At our August Business Meeting
Wednesday, August 17, 2022  •  10 am

Lakeside Golf Club
405 Watts Lane, Canyon Lake, Texas

Snacks and drinks will be provided by the Hospitality Committee
9:30 am Meet & Greet  •  10 am Program

www.canyonlakerw.com

Our Guest Speaker will be 
Rhonda Marquardt

President, Kinney County
Republican Women

by Karen Hobson
LegislationLegislative News

In response to a 2020 re-
port issued by the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture (USDA) 
suggesting that “foreign persons 
held an interest in nearly 37.6 mil-
lion acres of U.S. agricultural land,” 
Senators Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) and 
Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) intro-
duced the Securing America’s Land 
from Foreign Interference Act.

Most recent USDA statistics 
show that Chinese investors’ hold-
ings of U.S. farmland shot up from 
13,720 acres in 2010 to 352,140 
acres in 2020! The Agriculture 
Department report further notes 
that there are no federal restric-
tions on the quantity of private U.S. 
agricultural land that can be owned 
by foreigners, even though 14 states 
have some level of foreign owner-
ship restrictions in place.

Just last year, Chinese investors 
bought up $6.1 billion of homes 
and land across America, which 
is an area larger than the state of 
Iowa. And this spring, Fufeng 
Group, which is based in China, 
purchased 300 acres of North Da-
kota farmland that is located about 
20 minutes from the Grand Forks 
Air Force Base.

The Securing America’s Land 
from Foreign Interference Act pro-
vides for penalties for purchases by 
foreign entities that do not abide by 
federal reporting requirements.

Senator Cotton stated: “Chi-
nese investments in U.S. agricul-
tural is subject to provide the CCP 
with leverage over America’s supply 
chains and give them access to 
sensitive information critical to the 
nation’s national security.

Chinese investments in Ameri-
can farmland put our food security 
at risk and provide opportunities 
for Chinese espionage against our 
military bases and critical infra-
structure. Instead of allowing these 
purchases, the U.S. government 
must bar the Communist Party from 
purchasing our land.”

Additionally, Senator Tuber-
ville declared, “We cannot continue 
giving our top adversary a foot in 
the door to purchase land in the 
United States and undermine our 
national security.”

Protecting our farmlands
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Counting Hours for TFRW
See what counts! by Patti Johnson

Awards and Achievements

All hours count for activi-
ties that are political in na-
ture or support the Republi-
can Philosophy. This includes 
in-person and conference or 
web-based events. 
Paid hours count – if not 
your primary income, this 
includes hours like election 
judge, clerk, poll watcher, 
door knocking, phone bank 
calling and other activities. 
Hours for elected officials 
who receive a stipend salary 
can be counted, such as Texas 
State Senators and Represen-
tatives, some city council and 
school board members. Don’t 
forget to count the hours 
of time they spend out and 
about the community. 
Hours for your club meet-
ings count, general monthly 
meetings, board and commit-
tee meetings. 
Work done for campaigns, 
including all work for mail-
ings, preparing signs, tele-
phoning, door knocking, poll 
greeting, etc. Work can be 
performed at any location, 
home, campaign headquar-
ters, GOP offices and polling 
locations including any travel 
time. 
Hours spent at a special 
event, including all organiz-
ing, planning and cleanup, 
even events you pay for or for  
which you are compensated.

All hours at Texas Federa-
tion meetings: board, events, 
conventions, training, includ-
ing event preparation and 
travel time. 

Any hours spent as a pre-
cinct chair or assisting your 
precinct chair.

Travel and time spent at 
Republican Party events, 
including county executive 
meetings, State Republi-
can Executive Committee 
(SREC) meetings, precinct, 
county, state and national 
conventions. 

Party Committee work, 
local or state. Includes any 
committee meetings and 
preparation. 

Volunteering at TFRW or 
local GOP headquarters. 

Committee work performed 
for appointments made at the 
local, county or state level. 
Includes travel time, prepara-
tion and associated activities. 

Political candidates may 
count all campaign hours. 

Work on local “non-parti-
san” elections counts if work 
is done for known Republi-
can candidates, including city 
and school board elections. 
SREC work including time 
spent creating reports, com-
mittee work, quarterly meet-

General policy for counting political / campaign hours and political calls
1

2

3

ings, updating local County 
Executive Committee (CEC) 
and clubs. 
Voter registration work 
including time and travel to 
become certified and drop-
ping off forms; setting up 
and working on voter regis-
tration drive booth/events, 
including clean up. 
Time spent voting. 

Tracking of Political calls. 

Time spent making calls counts 
under hours. 
•   Calls of a political nature or for club 

activities
• Calls made to elected officials
• Calls made for voter registration, 

Get Out The Vote (GOTV)
• Calls made for campaigns 
• Calls to remind members of club 

meetings, events and membership 
• Calls in support or opposition to 

legislation 
Special Notes: 
Reporting hours and tracking is on a 
best-time estimate. 

Travel time refers to time it takes to go 
to and from the event, including rest and 
food breaks excluding side trips for per-
sonal business. 

A“known” Republican is someone who 
voted in the most recent GOP primary 
election. 

Female associates report to their home 
club. Male associates report hours to their 
spouse’s home club or to the club closest to 
his home residence.

4

5

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

6

17
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by Chrystina Power
Americanism & 

Homeland Security Chair

The following explanation 
and history of how Tex-

as got its name was written by 
Phillip L. Fry, published in 1976 
and updated March 1, 2016. It is 
posted at https://www.tshaonline.
org/handbook/entries/texas-ori-
gin-of-name.

     The word texas (tejas, tay-
shas, texias, thecas?, techan, tey-
sas, techas?) had wide usage among 
the Indians of East Texas even 
before the coming of the Span-
ish, whose various transcriptions 
and interpretations gave rise to 
many theories about the meaning. 
The usual meaning was “friends,” 
although the Hasinais applied the 
word to many groups-including 
Caddoan–to mean “allies.”

The Hasinais probably did not 
apply the name to themselves as a 
local group name; they did use the 
term, however, as a form of greet-
ing “Hello, friend.” 

How and when the name Texas 
first reached the Spanish is un-
certain, but the notion of a “great 
kingdom of Texas,” associated 
with a “Gran Quivira” (see QUI-
VIRA) had spread in New Spain 
before the expedition of Alonso 
De León and Damián Massanet in 
1689. Massanet reported meeting 
Indians who proclaimed them-
selves thecas, or “friends,” as he 
understood it, and on meeting the 
chief of the Nabedaches (one of the 
Hasinai tribes) mistakenly referred 
to him as the “governor” of a “great 
kingdom of the Texas.” Francisco 
de Jesús María, a missionary left 
by Massanet with the Nabedaches 
[Indian tribe], attempted to correct 

Americanism   Texas - Origin of its name

“

erroneous reports about the name 
by asserting that the Indians in that 
region did not constitute a king-
dom, that the chief called “gover-
nor” was not the head chief, and 
that the correct name of the group 
of tribes was not Texas. 

Texas, our Texas! All hail the mighty State!
Texas, our Texas! So wonderful so great!
Boldest and grandest, Withstanding ev'ry test;
O Empire wide and glorious, You stand su-
premely blest.

Refrain: God bless you Texas! And keep you 
brave and strong,

  That you may grow in power and 
worth, Thro'out the ages long.

Texas, O Texas! Your freeborn single star,
Sends out its radiance to nations near and far.
Emblem of freedom! It sets our hearts aglow,
With thoughts of San Jacinto and glorious 
Alamo.

Refrain

Texas, dear Texas! From tyrant grip now free,
Shines forth in splendor your star of destiny!
Mother of heroes! We come your children true,
Proclaiming our allegiance, our faith, our love 
for you.

Refrain

Texas State Motto – Friendship
State Flower – Bluebonnet
State Bird – Mockingbird

Tree – Pecan
State Song – Texas, Our Texas

by William J. Marsh and 
Gladys Yoakum Wright

Texias, according to Jesús 
María, meant “friends” and was 
simply a name applied to the 
various groups allied against the 
Apaches. Later expeditions by the 
Spanish for the most part aban-
doned the name Texas or else 
used it as an alternative to Asinay 
(Hasinai). 

Official Spanish documents 
continued to use it but later nar-
rowed it to mean only the Nech-
es-Angelina group of Indians 
and not a geographic area. Other 
putative meanings have less evi-
dence from contemporary accounts 
to support them: “land of flowers,” 
“paradise” and “tiled roofs” - from 
the thatched roofs of the East Texas 
tribes - were never suggested by 
first-hand observers so far as is 
known, though later theories con-
nect them with tejas or its variant 
spellings. Whatever the Spanish 

denotations of the name Texas, the 
state motto, “Friendship,” carries 
the original meaning of the word as 
used by the Hasinai and their allied 
tribes, and the name of the state 
apparently was derived from the 
same source.”
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Political Activities    
by Sharon Monge 
Political Activities

It's time to get to work! CLRW Media
by Carrie Hynes

Social Media &Webmaster

With today’s never-end-
ing media machine, 

social media has become a part of 
our lives. It is imperative that we 
use the tools we have to continue 
to spread the message of Canyon 
Lake Republican Women.

The traffic continues to 
increase on www.canyonlakerw.
com. We see weekly surges as the 
website is accessed by more and 
more readers. We encourage you 
to continue submitting photos 
and content for our website to 
help our viewership grow. All 
content will need to be approved 
by Jeanne Slupik prior to being 
posted.

As of now, there have been no 
significant changes to our web-
site www.cayonlakerw.com. This 
summer has been the epitome of 
“man plans, God laughs.”  I will 
keep you updated as changes are 
made. Your suggestions and com-
ments are always welcome.

LET’S KEEP TEXAS RED!
Feel free to contact me at 

carrie.hynes1413@gmail.com or 
626.525.2620.

November is close –
closer than you think!! 
2022 is the year we 

decide how our school boards, 
cities, counties and state will be 
governed for the next two to four 
years. At this point, the primaries 
and runoffs have determined the 
candidates whose names will be on 
the ballot on November 8, 2022. In 
Comal County, none of our can-
didates have opponents. However, 
we must continue to be diligent 
to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) and 
vote all the way down the ballot. If 
you were not fortunate enough to 
attend the 2022 State Convention, 
watch for it to be announced for 
2024. At that convention, the dele-
gates and alternates elect:
•  The RPT chair, the vice-chair, 

the SREC representatives and the 
resolutions which will be passed 
at the State Convention that will 
possibly become part of the Tex-
as GOP Platform

•  During the 2024 Convention, the 
CD-21 Caucus and the CD-35 
Caucus will also elect the nation-
al delegates to attend the 2024 
National Convention.

2022 Platform
On July 6, the Republican 

Party of Texas released its 2022 
platform. The final platform is the 
culmination of work by grassroots 
delegates of the Texas Republican 
Party. Please read the 2022 GOP 
Platform. It contains 40 pages and 
274 planks.

The platform process begins at 
the precinct level where grassroots 
delegates introduce resolutions and 
planks which are passed to the Sen-
ate or County District Convention.

They are again voted on, and 
if passed, continue up the chain to 
the Platform Committee at the 
State Convention. They review 
every passed plank, hear public 
testimony and further amend the 
platform. Members of the Platform 
Committee are chosen at their 
Senate or County District Conven-
tions. Finally, the Platform Com-
mittee presents a draft to the entire 
State Convention, and delegates 
vote yes or no on each individual 
plank. It is published on the web-
site at texasgop.org. If you acquaint 
yourself with this document, you 
will recognize that the proponents 
of the Republican Party of Texas 
believe in this platform and expect 
our leaders to uphold these truths 
through acknowledgments and 
actions. 2022 is a very important 
year for the future of Texas.

Many people do not under-
stand the importance of the busi-
ness which takes place at the Con-
vention. You will meet the people 
who hold statewide offices, the people 
who head up many of the clubs in the 
state of Texas and friends you may 
not have seen for some time.



Freedom Walk

Help honor those who gave their lives for our freedom, those who 
have served & those currently serving as first responders.

Sponsored by
Canyon Lake Republican Women

Sunday, September 11, 2022

This is not a political event. No campaigning of any kind permitted. 

CLRW

CANYON  LAKE

REP U BLICAN  W
OM

EN

Freedom Walk
Memorial Tribute for 9.11 Victims, the Military & First Responders

 9.11  •  CANYON LAKE DAM  •  9 AM

• Comal County Sheriff’s Honor Guard
• Speaker 
• Soloist & Bagpipes

Shaded seating and cold water will be provided.
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This year’s CLRW Freedom 
Walk will take place on 

Sunday, September 11 – 9 am at 
Canyon Lake Overlook Park. 
Sponsored by Canyon Lake Re-
publican Women, it is a nonpo-
litical event to commemorate that 
fateful day – 9.11.2001.

Nicole Bardwell, Executive Of-
fice Manager II of Comal County 
Office of Public Health and other 
CLRW members Teri-Ann Parise, 
Judge Deborah Wigington and 
Alice Tuckness, are coordinating 
the event. This is Nicole’s fifth year 
to head up this memorable and sol-
emn event. CLRW, along with the 
community, appreciates her work 
and dedication to “Never Forget.”

Featured participants are 
Charlie Motz, Constable Precinct 
1– emcee; Mario Lopez – guest 
speaker; Bill Jones – bagpipes; 
Peaches Kelly – soloist. The Comal 

County Sheriff ’s Department 
Honor Guard will lead the pro-
cession across the Dam, and the 
JROTC from Canyon Lake High 
School will help hand out water or 
assist wherever needed. We have 
reached out to the high school 
band in search of a trumpet player 
for “Taps” and hope to have a vol-
unteer soon. Two students, Crystal 
and Trace, from Canyon Lake 
High School and Mountain Valley 
Middle School, will lead the pledg-
es. Because the Freedom Walk is 
on a Sunday this year, we wanted to 
include our schools and students. 

How can you help? Donations 
of water would be appreciated. 
We’re also asking for a few people 
to bring ice chests and ice, as well 
as volunteers to help setup, deco-
rate, direct traffic, reserve parking 

for the speakers and other digni-
taries, direct the shuttles and help 
clean up afterwards. Please contact 
Nicole at bardwn@co.comal.tx.us 
or 409.728.9396.

Flyers will be distributed to local 
businesses for display. The banners 
will be up a couple of weeks be-
fore the walk. Nicole will get the 
flyer distributed to local Facebook 
groups and NextDoor. All other 
members are encouraged to share 
with local HOA/POAs, schools, 
churches, gyms and on NextDoor 
as well.

2022 FreedomWalk by Nicole Bardwell
Freedom Walk Chair

Let us not forget!



HospitalityLuscious Key Lime Bundt Cake
by Janet Blum 

Hospitality

This super recipe was sub-
mitted by Karen Hobson 

and is a family favorite. She says the 
cake always turns out moist, tender 
and very tasty. Watch for it at the 
Fish Fry as you just might find one 
for purchase at the Bakery. (That’s 
very likely, Karen says!)
Prep: 15 mins   
Cook: 50-60 mins @ 350 degrees 
Servings: 12   
Yield: One 10-inch cake

Ingredients
Cake: 
1 package lemon cake mix
1 (3.4 ounce) package lemon in-
stant pudding and pie filling mix
4 large eggs
½ cup vegetable oil
¾ cup water
¼ cup Key lime juice 
Glaze:
2 cups sugar
⅓ cup Key lime juice
2 tablespoons water

2 tablespoons butter or margarine, 
melted
Directions
Step 1 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Grease and flour 10-inch Bundt or 
tube pan. 
Step 2 
For cake: combine cake mix, pud-
ding mix, eggs, oil, 3/4 cup water 
and 1/4 cup Key lime juice in large 
bowl. Beat at low speed with elec-
tric mixer until moistened; then 
beat at medium speed two minutes. 
Pour batter into prepared pan.
Step 3 
Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 60 
minutes or until toothpick inserted 
in center comes out clean. Cool in 
pan 25 minutes. 
Step 4 
For glaze: While cake is cooling, 
prepare glaze. Combine 2 cups sug-
ar, 1/3 cup Key lime juice, 2 table-
spoons water and butter in medium 

saucepan, heating on medium low 
until butter is melted and sugar is 
dissolved. 
Step 5 
Remove cake from pan onto cool-
ing rack. Then, return cake to pan. 
Once cake is back in pan, poke 
holes in warm cake with bamboo 
skewer or long-tined fork. While 
cake is still in the pan, pour glaze 
slowly over warm cake, reserving 
about 1/2 cup.
Step 6 
Cool completely. Invert onto serv-
ing plate and drizzle remaining 
glaze on top. (Hint: may need to 
rewarm glaze slightly in microwave 
before drizzling on cake.) 
Optional: Garnish with lime slices 
and strawberry slices.

August 2022          Page 15

The Comal County Re-
publican Party office at 265 
Landa, New Braunfels, is 
OPEN from 10 AM to 2 
PM weekdays. We need two 
individuals to sign up for 
each day. PLEASE bring a 
covering for your nose and 
mouth – and be sure to social 
distance while working until 
you feel safe.

Get YOUR Tee!
Volunteers help answer the 

phone; answer questions; take 
donations; distribute informa-
tion, signs, campaign mate-
rials; register voters; prepare 
mailings and update computer 
records. To volunteer, use 
Sign-Up Genius at – https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
409084caeae2ca2f94-volun-
teer.

In stock at Headquarters!

Training for new volunteers is held every Monday 
10 AM to 2 PM. 
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CLRW FUNdraiser by Carolyn Besselman
3rd VP – Fundraising

and Maria Seiler
AssistantSave the date for...

CLRW is about to 
hold our 

30th Fish Fry FUNdraiser! Each 
year, it continues to grow and get 
more exciting…and when have we 
ever not had fun?!

This year is a critical year for 
Texas. Keeping this state RED is 
going to take work and persever-
ance. Our club works very hard to 
support great conservative can-
didates locally and statewide, and 
we give back to the community in 
many ways.

This FUNdraiser is our sole 
means of support to set our budget 
for the year. We encourage all of 
you to participate and join us at 
this spectacular event, which will 
be Saturday, September 17, 2022. 
It will held at the New Braunfels 
Civic Center from 6 to 9 pm. 

Come enjoy our mouth-wa-
tering catfish dinner catered by 
Acadiana Café, along with des-
serts galore. Next, mosey on over 
to the Saloon where wine and beer 
will be available. Then, get ready 
for a show like no other. The talent 
is spectacular this year!  You’ll 
definitely want to scurry over to 
our “Come and Take It” Bakery, 
too! The many homemade choices 
are guaranteed to be delicious and 
amazing this year.  

But that’s not all! Plan on 
taking home several of our fabu-
lous auction items. We have some 
wonderful items – including trips! 
There will certainly be something 
for everyone.  

Tickets are selling fast, so you 
need to get yours now. All tickets 
will be given out at check-in this 
year. Visit our website: canyon-

lakerw.com and purchase your 
tickets online. Or mail a check to: 
PO Box 2751, Canyon Lake, TX 
78133.

How can you help?
• Buy a table for 8 for your favor-

ite cowgirl and cowboy friends! 
$450

• Purchase single tickets – only 
$40 for all of this! Kids under 
10 - $20

• Make a cash contribution:
BLUEBONNETS - $250 + 
LONGHORNS - $100 – $249
WAGON WHEELS - $50 – $99

•	Donate to our auction!
•	Donate a homemade dessert to 

our “Come and Take it Bakery!
• Bring us royal blue or white 

wrapping paper to the August 
meeting!

   

   So saddle up your     
                             horse, 
     wear your best 
         western duds, 
            let’s get ready to 

Keep Texas Proud and Strong!

PROUD
STRONG

CLRW

&
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Preparations for our Silent 
and LIVE Auctions for the 

annual FUNdraiser this year are in 
full swing. Just wait until you see 
the items we have! 

This is my first time to head up 
the Auctions, and I am thrilled to 
be helping with such a worthwhile 
cause. I guarantee there will be 
a number of items on which you 
will want to place a bid. We have a 
variety of price points this year, and 
the items are new, handmade, and 
fabulous! And the LIVE Auction 
will be a treat with a few surprises 
thrown in!

We have already received do-
nations of two trips, an absolutely 
gorgeous mink shawl, a sunset 
cruise on the lake and so much 
more! But, more auction items are 
always welcome. Some suggestions 
include:

• Gift cards for dining out
• Grocery stores cards
• Electronics
• Sports tickets - including college  

     sports
• Concert tickets
• Fishing and hunting gear

And, we are also looking for 
western or Texas-themed orna-
ments for a Christmas tree. 

If you’d like to donate, please 
feel free to bring your items to our 
August monthly meeting or con-
tact me at tarae1965@gmail.com 
or Carolyn Besselman at car-
olynb44414@gmail.com.

With your generous help, we 
know this year’s Auctions will be 
extremely successful. We hope to 
see you on September 17!

by Tara Evans
Auction QueenCLRW AUCTIONSFantastic trips &lots of stuff!

Handcrafted Halloween centerpiece

Handcrafted Texas mosaic covered planter

Gorgeous black mink fur shawl from 
Morris Kaye Furs of San Antonio.

Lightweight & perfect for every occasion.  
Just right for that next snow storm 

in the hill country!

Hint to Jerry – It fits her perfectly!
And, do you see the Cheshire Cat smile?

Brand NEW Kate Spade purse

Soft and cuddly Texas lap quilt for cool nights 
in front of the fire or football game

Lots of fabulous items to 
pick from & a wonderful

 LIVE AUCTION.Last date for auction items –Aug. 20
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Most of you know what 
a grand success we had 

with our amazing Bakery at last 
year’s Fish Fry FUNdraiser. We 
raised an additional $3,000 for our 
Club last year – and we had a great 
time doing it!

At our July meeting, I asked 
for donations, and we made great 
progress. Many of those attending 
came and signed up for delicious 
items they will bake for the FUNd-
raiser. In fact, we have all the good-
ies we need for the Desserts Station 
already!

However, we’re just over half 
the way for the “Come and Take 
It Bakery.” To have enough tasty 
treats to sell and meet our $3,000 
goal, we still need 20 to 25 more 
home-baked goodies. So dig deep 
in your recipe box and come up 
with a homemade specialty to 
make.

Additional 
Donations 
are Needed –
especially pies!

by Karen Hobson
Bakery & Desserts Chair

Come and Take It Bakery
Can you help?
Here are some items that we 

still need to add to our “Come and 
Take It Bakery” selection:

• German Chocolate Cakes
• Lemon Chess & Lemon 
   Meringue Pies
• Fruit Pies (Apple or any fruit)
• Coconut Custard or Chess Pies
• Spice Cakes
• Pecan Bars
• Gourmet-style Cookies

The  “Come and Take It Bak-
ery” goods need to be brought on a 
decorative dish, plate, or cake/cup-
cake car-
rier with 
a clear lid 
that will 
be includ-
ed for the 
purchaser. 
Alterna-
tively, if a 
decorative 
dish or 
carrier is not included, please make 
sure the Bakery item is in a box 
with a lid and clear window.

Please help us exceed our 
$3,000 goal! Consider baking a 
donation of one of the items listed 
above or your very own family-fa-
vorite signature dessert for our  
“Come and Take It Bakery.” 

Feel free to email me at:  kar-
enhtxrcp@att.net. Or you may 

call or text me at:  
281.450.5453 to let 
me know what you 
plan to contribute. 
And don’t hesitate 
to contact me if you 
have any questions.

Thank you in ad-
vance for your help!BAKERY
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Texas GOP Convention by Patti Johnson

The largest political con-
vention in America, even 

larger than the National Party 
Conventions, is that of the Repub-
lican Party of Texas, where 5,000 
delegates gathered to elect state and 
regional representatives in Houston 
from June 16 to 18.

Because this was not a Presiden-
tial convention, elected delegates 
caucused within their senatorial 
districts. Canyon Lake is in dis-
trict 25, the district of our Senator 
Dr. Donna Campbell, the largest 
delegation in the state, comprised 
of  Comal County, Blanco County, 
Kendall County, 
and portions of 
Hays, Travis and 
Bexar counties. 

Comal 
County elected 
a full slate of 90 
delegates and 50 
alternates.

 Elected del-
egates attending 
from Canyon 
Lake Repub-
lican Women, 
including Asso-
ciate members 
were: Carolyn 
and Jerry Bes-
selman, Belinda 
Frisk, Al and 
Vicki Highfield, Harry and Pat 
Hingst, John and Karen Hobson, 
Don and Patti Johnson, Sharon 
Monge, Cindy Payne, Kathy and 
Robert Phillips, Teresa Pick, Sue 
Piner, Chrystina Power, Tracie 
Wright-Reneau, Maria and Pat-
rick Seiler, Joan Smith, Lauren 
Smith, John and Susan Walker.  

5,000 Strong
Also elected but unable to attend 
were Brenda Potter and Laurie 
Schley. Dr. Campbell was also in 
attendance as an Alternate (she 
chose to be an Alternate because 
she was uncertain if she would be 
able to attend our voting caucuses.) 

Club members in leadership 
roles were: Don Johnson, SD Cau-
cus Chair; Lauren Smith, Caucus 
Secretary; Harry Hingst, Sergeant 
at Arms; and Sue Piner, Comal 
County Delegation Chair. Sharon 
Monge had the role of herding the 
elected delegates to convention and 
lining up alternates.

SREC SD 
25 man Chris 
Byrd was 
elected to the 
State Plat-
form Com-
mittee.

State Party 
Chairman 
Matt Rinaldi 
was re-elected 
without op-
position. Vice 
Chair Cat 
Parks did not 
seek re-elec-
tion. Can-
didates for 
Vice-Chair 
were former 
Vice-Chair 

Alma Jackson, Dr. Dana Myers 
and Adrienne Pena-Garza. Just an 
interesting note if you don’t know: 
Texas Party rules require that the 
state leadership be represented by a 
man AND a woman – that means 
that if the elected chair is a man, the 
elected vice-chair must be a woman! 

Dr. Myers received the majority of 
SD caucuses supporting her, but 
Mrs. Jackson had enough to appeal 
to the floor for a vote. The final vote 
gave the victory to Dr. Myers. 

The State Republican Executive 
Committee (SREC) is comprised 
of an elected man and woman from 
each senatorial district. They are 
elected to two-year terms at state 
convention. Incumbent Chris 
Byrd, who had the endorsement 
of all the precinct chairs in Comal 
County, defeated challenger Will 
Conley of Hays County and was 
elected to the State Platform Com-
mittee.

SD-25 incumbent Kris Coons 
of Bexar County was defeated by 
Naomi Narvaiz of Comal County 
for State Republican Executive 
Woman.

Our nominee for House District 
73, Carrie Isaac, honored us by 
speaking to our Caucus.   

The Governor hosted a large 
reception the first night but did not 
speak to the full delegation. Every 
other statewide official spoke and 
all were well received by the delega-
tion, with the exception of Senator 
John Cornyn; yes, it is true that he 
was roundly booed because of his 
leading role in negotiating the most 
recent gun control bill. 



The TFRW hosted a lovely 
luncheon honoring retir-

ing State Senator Jane Nelson. Lt. 
Governor Dan Patrick and Sena-
tor Ted Cruz were the guest speak-
ers. Our club had the honor of hav-
ing the Lt. 
Governor’s 
wife seated 
at our table. 
So of course, 
we seated 
her next 
to our Pat 
Hingst, who 
can make 
anyone feel 
welcome!  

The 
Platform, 
with almost 
300 planks, 
was the last 
action of the 
convention, 
and each 
delegate vot-
ed by paper 
ballot on 
each item.  
Word was 
received the 
following 
week that 
the platform 
had passed. 
Needless 
to say, there 
had been a lot of loud and emo-
tional debate on our conservative 
issues.  

We are so grateful to our mem-
bers who attended the convention 

More Texas GOP Convention

Janetlea Patricia Rankin (Mrs. Dan Patrick), Chrystina Power and 
Lt. Governor Dan Patrick

and worked so hard. We are proud 
to have had so many of our mem-
bers who cared and voiced their 
opinions on how we must save 
our great state! See you in 
2024! 

Senator Donna Campbell and Lt. Governor Dan Patrick

There were a LOT of elephants in the room!

Lots of smiling faces!
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Get to know CLRW members
Belinda Frisk

Belinda 
is an eighth-
generation 
Texan, born 
and raised in 
Houston. She 
married her 
high school 
sweetheart, 
Ron, and 

they will celebrate 53 years 
of marriage in August. They 
have three children and three 
grandchildren. At the age of 41, 
she went to nursing school and 
began working in pediatrics. They 
moved to this beautiful part of 
Texas in 1998 and thank God for 
that opportunity!

Belinda enjoys the outdoors - 
hiking, water sports, visiting state 
and national parks and search-
ing for arrowheads. She loves 
God, their family and this amaz-
ing country we all call home. She 
also loves Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women and is so grateful for 
all the women who work so hard to 
Keep Texas Red!

Belinda has served as presi-
dent of CLRW for three terms, was 
named a TFRW honoree of  the 
Tribute to Women, serves as Co-
Host for TFRW Hospitality, and is 
the person behind the camera as 
publicity chair for our club. 

She and Ron were named 
“Outstanding Volunteers” by 
CASA of Central Texas. Belinda 
is always available to volunteer 
with her welcoming smile at club 
events.

Janet Blum 
Janet 

was born in 
Nashville, 
Tennessee 
and edu-
cated from 
preschool 
in Lubbock, 

then graduated from Texas Tech 
University. She lived and worked 
in Albuquerque, Houston, Ho-
nolulu, Guam and London. Her 
husband’s job with Boeing also sent 
them to Frankfurt, Germany; Sofia, 
Bulgaria; and Tianjin, China. They 
retired in 1998 and built a home in 
Fischer to be close to her parents. 
Janet was introduced to CLRW in 
1999 at a membership luncheon, 
and as they say, “the rest is history.”

Janet was honored to serve as 
CLRW President from 2010 to 
2011 and President of the Greater 
San Antonio Council (GSAC) 
of TFRW from 2016 to 2017. She 

Cheryl 
Casteel 

Boldt
Cheryl 

attended 
Comal 
ISD 
schools. 
Growing 
up in 

New Braunfels, she graduated from 
Canyon High School in 1981. She 
received a B.A. in Finance from 
Southwest Texas State  (SWT) 
University. She was on the SWT 
water ski team and pledged Zeta 
Tau Alpha. Her mother’s favor-

Talents, skills, beauty  & brains!!!
has also enjoyed taking on “special 
events” projects for CLRW includ-
ing: 
• a field trip to Austin to tour the 

3rd Court of Appeals and Gov-
ernor’s Mansion

• helped organize US Congress-
man Lamar Smith’s farewell

• hosted a C.H.A.T. at her home
• organized volunteers for the 

“Helping a Hero” event
• has attended TFRW Legislative 

Days since 2001
• attended many TFRW Leader-

ship workshops
• took the “Inside Washington” trip 

in 2008 
• served as the Fish Fry Auction 

chair for ten years
• named a TFRW honoree of the 

Tribute to Women
In her spare time, Janet is an avid 

gardener and enjoys making hand-
crafted mosaic concrete animals 
and pots. She manages the Hospi-
tality committee for our meetings.

ite phrase at that time was “my 
daughter has a 4.0 in fun!”

She received her CPA in 1993 
and her J.D. from St. Mary’s Law 
School in 2004. She served as the 
City of New Braunfels Assistant 
Finance Director; senior auditor 
with Holtman, Wagner and Co. 
CPAs; and financial officer for 
New Braunfels Utilities until 2001 
when she left to attend law school. 
As a partner in Casteel & Casteel, 
she served as an attorney agent 
and escrow officer for AmeriPoint 
Title in Bulverde until it closed in 
2012.

continued on page 23



Over the 
past four years, 
Christine and 
her husband 
started looking 
for places to 
relocate around 

the Fredericksburg area due to her 
strong German heritage. The plan 
was to retire and get familiar with 
the area so that a move and new life 
would be less difficult.

As everyone knows, California 
has become crazier and more out 
of control than ever before: the tax 
policies; property taxes; the Dem-
ocrat party with their faithless mor-
als; voting laws (or lack thereof); 
the homeless population and crime; 
not to mention Nancy Pelosi and 
Gavin Newsom!

Her husband said, “It is time 
to go!” So Christine resigned from 
her beloved kindergarten teaching 

Jan Burley 
Hunt

Born in 
Palestine, Tex-
as, Jan moved 
to Austin at 
five-years 
of age. Her 
parents owned 
property on 

the Blanco River and the north side 
of Canyon Lake, so she spent many 
weekends and holidays there. She 
learned to love the unique sur-
roundings and developed a love of 
painting wildlife, observing nature, 
astronomy and science; it was a 
refreshing break from Austin!

She graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas and then went to 
work for NASA as an Aerospace 

engineer. During the Space Shuttle 
Program, she was the first woman 
to become a Flight Dynamics Offi-
cer in the Mission Control Cen-
ter. After a reorganization within 
NASA, she took early retirement.

Jan made the decision to move 
back “home” to the Hill Country as 
she was a successful Independent 
Sales Consultant looking forward 
to raising her sons among the peace 
and beauty. The business blessed 
her life with many amazing friends, 
many of whom are CLRW mem-
bers.  

Supportive friends and family, 
and the experience of running a 
home-based business, gave her the 
incentive to pursue an art business. 
One of our CLRW members en-
couraged her to attend Texas State 
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University to enhance her educa-
tion in art-related careers and learn 
how to use computers and techni-
cal tools. She has been selected for 
juried art exhibitions in Texas and 
New Mexico where she received 
awards and honors. She conducts 
workshops in her techniques of 
collage, oil pastel and watercolor. 
She is building an online presence 
for marketing art, vintage furniture, 
jewelry and unique accessories. 

She joined CLRW because of 
the amazing friends, family and 
experiences that influenced her life 
in Canyon Lake.

Jan has been married to her 
husband, Allan, for 25 years. To-
gether, they have 5 children, all of 
whom are grown, with one amaz-
ing granddaughter!

job and Catholic School/church 
community for redder pastures. 
That was almost one year ago!

They escaped the “People’s Re-
public of California” to help keep 
Texas…well, Texas. When she first 
moved here and told folks where 
she was from, people would look 
at her nervously until she disclosed 
that she is a refugee from Califor-
nia and drives a red car! Their faces 
would relax, and they would say, 
“Welcome to Texas!” Their days 
here have been very enjoyable, 
from friendly notes from neighbors 
to fresh tomatoes from Ruth and 
Jack Diamond’s garden. Ruth then 
introduced Christine to the CLRW 
group last summer. She and her 
husband became members, attend-
ed the 2021 Fish Fry FUNdraiser 
and purchased the LIVE Auction 
boat outing hosted by Barbara and 
Gary Knight. Her husband is still 
deeply involved in work and hopes 
to be more involved in the near 
future. 

Cheryl has held numerous posi-
tions in local organizations includ-
ing the Greater New Braunfels 
Adult Leadership Steering Com-
mittee, NB Noon Lions Club, New 
Braunfels Planning Commission, 
Hope Hospice and United Way.

She is a partner in Casteel & 
Casteel PLLC Attorneys and 
Counselors at Law. Cheryl has 
two daughters. Catherine and 
Morrigan Land.  Cheryl married 
Jim Boldt in 2013, and they have 
a blended family of four daugh-
ters and four grandsons. They also 
enjoy traveling, hunting and fishing 
in their spare time.

Continued from page 22

Christine 
LoDestro

Christine has since found new 
hobbies – pickleball and two exer-
cise groups. 

She will always be remembered 
for entering the polling place for 
her first time to vote in Texas ask-
ing in a loud voice, “Is this where 
you vote for Republicans?”



America's problem
        is a Spiritual One

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot

continued on page 25

At a Fourth of July parade in 
Highland Park, Illinois, 

seven people were killed and doz-
ens injured in another horrendous 
act of cold-blooded cowardice. This 
comes on the heels of the killings 
in Uvalde at Robb Elementary 
School and in a supermarket in 
Buffalo, New York, which prompt-
ed the nation’s politicians to take 
up common-sense legislation to 
stop gun violence in America. The 
president declares, “Time is of the 
essence. Lives will be saved.” 

The slaughter of innocents at the 
Highland Park parade allows us to 
reflect on the chance of successfully 
stemming the tide of these mass 
shootings with bipartisan legisla-
tion emanating from the nation’s 
capital. 

The United 
States Senate ap-
proved a historic 
bipartisan gun 
control bill that 
the president 
signed into law 
on June 25 fol-
lowing mass shootings in Uvalde 
and Buffalo that killed more than 
30 people. This marks the most 
comprehensive piece of gun re-
form legislation passed by federal 
lawmakers in nearly three decades. 
The measure toughens background 
checks for gun buyers under 21. In 
addition, it provides financial in-
centives for states to create mental 
health programs and implement 
“red flag” laws that would keep 
weapons out of the hands of law-
breakers and the criminally insane. 

If we use what happened in 
Highland Park to judge the proba-
bility of success of the “Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act,” we may 
get a preview of how effective it will 
be. 

It’s a fact that Illinois has some 
of the strictest gun laws in the 
country. The Highland Park shoot-
er purchased his firearms legally 
after passing a background check. 
He is a 21-year-old adult. There 
were no red flags on his records. 

So, what happened? 
The National Instant Crimi-

nal Background Check System 
(NICS) lacked important infor-
mation for several reasons. First, 
when law enforcement responded 
to two calls regarding his disturb-

ing behavior, 
one involving 
threats to mur-
der his entire 
family, no 
follow-up re-
port was filed, 
which should 
have found its 

way into the NICS. His postings 
on social media should have been 
an indicator of his mental state and 
potential for violence. Finally, it 
would seem evident that his par-
ents knew who they were dealing 
with, but we have seen parents 
cover for, ignore warning signs or 
make excuses for their children’s 
mental health or criminal behavior.

If no one says anything, what 
comfort should we take in back-
ground checks and red flag laws? 
Age is no indicator of the malice of 

a rotted heart. If we count on bu-
reaucrats to keep us safe, we do so 
at our peril. Pray God will change 
hearts and heal our land. It’s our 
only real hope. 

I am not saying that we 
shouldn’t look for ways to curb all 
violent behavior in our culture. 
But, if we believe that man’s laws 
will protect us from evil in a fallen 
world, we need to lower our expec-
tations. It’s not a matter of ‘if;’ it’s a 
matter of ‘when.’ 

America’s Problem is a 
Spiritual One

It doesn’t get any worse than 
this. A soulless predator looks 
down the barrel of a weapon into 
the terrified face of a child and will-
fully pulls the trigger. Then again 
and again. This is not a tragedy. If a 
school catches fire and 19 children 
and two teachers are lost, that is a 
tragedy. If a remorseless murderer 
intentionally executes 19 innocent 
children and two innocent teach-
ers, that is evil in its purest form. 
We must acknowledge that evil 
is motivated by conscious intent, 
which differs from the spontaneous 
chaos of tragedy. 

I cannot imagine the anguish 
and sorrow of those directly af-
fected by this evil. My imagination 

This marks the most 
comprehensive piece of 
gun reform legislation 
passed by federal lawmak-
ers in nearly three decades. 
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Continued from page 24

Author’s note: initially printed in the June 
18 Weekend Edition of the Herald-Zeitung. 

We must acknowl-
edge that evil is moti-
vated by conscious in-
tent, which differs from 
the spontaneous chaos 
of tragedy. 

   True evil is a reali-
ty, and it’s not a mental 
health issue; it’s a spir-
itual issue. 

Ron Frisk

cannot create the pain and heart-
break to understand this kind of 
unrelenting suffering. I recognize 
the depth of my inadequacy to 
address this growing cancer in our 
culture. I have no answers. But I do 
have some observations. 

We are demanding that com-
mon-sense politicians create 
common-sense gun laws for com-
mon-sense criminals. We will 
legislate more laws for criminals, 
psychopaths, and 
sociopaths to abide 
by to address gun 
violence. If leg-
islating morality 
worked, all places 
where people gather 
would be safe hav-
en. 

Raising the age 
to buy a long gun 
from 18 to 21 implies the expecta-
tion that three years of addition-
al emotional and psychological 
incubation will allow the criminally 
insane to morph into law-abiding 
citizens. So that’s the logic behind 
making our “gun-free” zones safer? 

Additional funding for school 
security is a step in the right direc-
tion. However, the argument that 
we don’t want our schools looking 
like prisons hinges upon whether 
or not them looking like morgues is 
acceptable. 

I’m not sure what “tightening 
the background check system” 
means, but a background check 
database is only as good as the in-
formation it contains. So, correct 
the root data acquisition process 
first. 

Incentivizing states to adopt 
“red-flag” laws is problematic 
in most cases. It is a mechanism 
that sacrifices due process for the 

benefit of judging someone guilty 
until proven innocent. What is the 
standard for judging, then pun-
ishing someone for a crime they 
haven’t committed? When does 
their persecution end? 

True evil is a reality, and it’s not 
a mental health issue; it’s a spiri-
tual issue. The corruption that has 
rotted the heart of a human being 
creates the possibility that they 
will not hesitate to deprive you of 
your life. Psychologists understand 
that the ensuing trauma from 

encountering 
such evil is 
produced 
by finding 
ourselves in 
a situation 
we can’t 
believe could 
happen. As 
a result, we 
are not pre-

pared to deal with things we never 
thought possible.

Once someone devalues their 
own life, it is a short step to devalu-
ing yours or mine. They are willing 
to kill another person because no 

human life has greater value than 
theirs, which is now zero. It’s easy 
to hurt others when you don’t feel 
pain. 

It’s time to acknowledge the 
elephant in the room, or more ap-
propriately, the elephant not in the 
room. What has changed over time 
in our country? There have always 
been guns and those willing to use 
them for mayhem. Who have we 
drifted away from as a culture? 

GOD. 
He is no longer welcomed in 

that room, or schools, sports fields 
or other public venues. Since 1973, 
abortion has taken sixty million 
unborn children. Hardly a testa-
ment to valuing the sanctity of life. 

Political discourse has become 
a blood sport. Character assassina-
tion is the weapon of choice. Iden-
tity politics has replaced individual 
self-identity. Political views now 
estrange friends and families. Criti-
cal thinking and personal responsi-
bility seem no longer in vogue. 

God does not allow murderous 
brutality to flourish in our fallen 
world. Instead, God allows the pos-
sibility of that brutality to manifest 
itself through our free will and 
sinful nature. Man’s inhumanity to 
man is limitless. Wickedness has 
no expiration date. It is eternal. It 
has always been, and will forever 
be, with us. Fighting a spiritual 
battle without God is to engage in 
fantasy. 

We don’t have a gun problem 
in this country; we have a hate 
problem. Love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves. Be a peacemaker. 
Be meek, not weak. Pray without 
ceasing for all of us. Stand for what 
is right and truthful. 

But now faith, hope, love, abide 
these three; but the greatest of these 
is love. We can all influence those 
around us. That would be a good 
start. 

Pray for Uvalde. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 

Eyes on 
      the Cross
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Barbara was a “Navy Brat” relocat-
ing every three years. She graduated 
from high school in San Pedro, Cali-
fornia and moved to Beaumont, Texas 
where she earned BS and MS degrees 
and four teaching certificates from 
Lamar University. She worked as a 
Speech and Hearing Therapist in the 
public schools and developed a Hearing 
Conservation Program for the district. 

She served on many community 
boards (Red Cross, Volunteer Action 
Center, Orange Community Players, 
Heritage House Museum, Capland 
Speech and Hearing Center, YMCA, 
Jefferson Theatre Preservation Society, 
Symphony of Southeast Texas, Beau-
mont Music Commission, Sesquicen-
tennial Commission and March of 
Dimes.) She served as president of the 
Service League of Orange, Alpha Delta 
Kappa Honorary Teacher Fraternity, 
Orange County Community Service 
Council, Southeast Texas Arts Council, 
Volunteer Connection of Southeast 
Texas, and the 9-county Partnership of 
Southeast Texas Economic Develop-
ment group. 

Barbara opened Creativity Unlim-
ited, Inc., an advertising and graphic 
design business and designed logos, 
menus, brochures, newspaper and 
magazine print ads, billboards, and 
radio and television commericals 
for numerous clients. She wrote and 
directed a 24-minute video production 
“Hospice...the special care giver,” that 
won the National Hospice Organiza-
tion’s Presidents Award of Excellence as 
outstanding video in the nation. 

She is an alumnus of the second 
class of Leadership Southeast Texas 
and Leadership Texas for women. She 
was very active with art and humanity 
organizations and scholarships pag-
eants in both Orange and Beaumont. 
She won awards in community theater 
for acting, stage design, production and 
as light and sound technician.

Barbara was solicited to serve as 
Executive Director of the tri-county 
Southeast Texas Arts Council where 
she served for eight years administer-
ing a financial assistance program for 
regional art and humanity groups on 
behalf of three cities. She produced 
a monthly 16-page broadsheet of art 
and humanity events and managed a 
three-day statewide arts conference. 
She wrote the Art Council’s Financial 
Assistance Guidelines for sub-grant-
ing that received recognition from the 
Texas Commission on the Arts as a 
model program. The cities of Beaumont 
and Port Arthur used selections of the 
Guidelines in their Block Grant Pro-
grams.

She was awarded the Athena Award 
by the Beaumont Chamber of Com-
merce for her efforts in obtaining over 
$1 million in grants for the $5 million 
restoration of the 100-year-old Jeffer-
son Theatre (same architect as the Ma-
jestic Theater) and for her coordination 
of the Nonprofit Management Certifi-
cation Program for Lamar University’s 
Continuing Education Department. 
She was also recognized by the Greater 
Orange Chamber of Commerce as 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year for her 
volunteer efforts with numerous civic 
organizations.

Barbara was named a member of 
the Rotary Hall of Fame for District 
5910 and Who’s Who in Professional 
Women of America. She was selected 
from a field of fifty candidates to serve 
as marketing and artistic coordinator 
for the Southeast Texas Regional 
Airport’s $1M campaign to regain an 
air carrier through a Department of 
Transportation grant. 

She has spoken at regional and state 
meetings and conferences on promo-
tion and grant writing. She served as 
planning consultant and grant writer 
for the Beaumont Community The-
ater’s $2.5 million effort to renovate an 

existing theater. 
She also was 
employed to 
write grants 
for the resto-
ration efforts of 
the Brauntex 
Theater in New 
Braunfels and wrote a grant boilerplate 
for Canine Classmates in Canyon 
Lake.

She was coauthor and recipient of 
the Golden Triangle Writers Guild 
Conference Award for a work of non 
fiction. She also won top honors at the 
Orange International Gumbo Cook-
Off for Best Overall Gumbo, Best 
Chicken Gumbo and Best Booth.

She coauthored Recipes for Learn-
ing, an arts-related curriculum guide 
of over 170 activities published by the 
Service League of Orange and distrib-
uted by Region V Educational Service 
Center to area school districts. 

Barbara coordinated several 
tri-county performing arts events and 
served twice as chair for a 200-member 
community based Follies fundraiser.

She attended her first meeting of 
CLRW in 2013 and volunteered to 
serve as 3rd VP - Fundraising ushering 
in new ideas for the club’s annual Fish 
Fry in 2014 and 2015. She was named 
a TFRW honoree of the Tribute 
to Women. She served two years as 
Membership Chair, Marketing Chair 
and Editor since 2019 of the The Wave 
newsletter that has received TFRW’s 
award for the past four years as Best 
Newsletter for a Jumbo Club. 

Barbara is married, the mother of 
three and grandmother of four. She 
enjoys scuba diving, snow skiing and 
hunting seashells and rocks. She loves 
to create, sew, garden, can and dig for 
paleo artifacts in her yard. She likes 
putting her hyperactivity to good use. In 
her spare time she wears a pink wig and 
shakes it up at CLRW FUNdraisers.

Last of The Wave’s Team
About your editor 

by Barbara Knight
Editor
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Official's CornerNew voting regulations
Comal County has new voting machines. 

SB-598 requires the use of a paper-based 
system for all elections occurring after Septem-
ber 1, 2026. The voter marks their ballot using 
an electronic interface, which then prints out 
a paper record. The voter reviews and verifies 
their selections before they officially cast their 
ballot. The paper ballot is scanned into the 
counter to record the vote.

There are only two paper-based systems 
currently certified in Texas. They are Hart 
InterCivic and Election Systems & Software 
(ES&S). Comal County uses Hart. Voting sys-
tems are never connected to the Internet and 
do not have the capability to connect to the 
Internet. Our county does utilize e-Pollbooks 
for checking-in registered voters. These devices 
are connected to the Internet so that they can 
communicate with one another and ensure that 
no registered voter can vote more than once in 
any given election. The official list of registered 
voters in each county is backed up and secured 
through layers of cybersecurity to ensure 
malicious cyber actors are not able to access or 
alter voter information. 

Acceptable Photo IDs at the Polling Place
• Texas Driver License (DL) issued by DPS
• Texas Election Identification certificate issued 

by DPS
• Texas Personal Identification card issued by 

DPS
• Texas Handgun License issued by DPS
• U.S. Military Identification card containing 

the individual’s photograph
• U.S. Citizenship Certificate containing the 

individual’s photograph
• U.S. Passport (book or card) 

Procedures for Voting
When a voter arrives at a polling location, 

they will be asked to present one of the seven 
acceptable forms of photo ID for voters aged 
18 to 69 that is current or expired no more 
than four years. Voters aged 70 or older may 
present one of the seven forms of photo ID 
that is expired for any length of time that is 
otherwise valid. If a voter does not possess one 
of the seven forms of photo ID, and cannot 
reasonably obtain one, the voter may present a 
support form of ID and execute a Reasonable 
Impediment Declaration. 

Election officials are required by state law 
to determine whether the voter’s name on the 
identification provided matches the name 
on the official list of registered voters. If the 
name on the ID matches the name on the list 
of registered voters, the voter will follow the 
regular procedures for voting. 

If the name does not match exactly but is 
substantially similar, the voter will be permit-
ted to vote as long as the voter signs an affidavit 

stating that they are the same person on the list 
of registered voters. 

If a voter possesses an acceptable form of 
photo ID but does not have it at the polling 
place, the voter will still be permitted to vote 
provisionally. The voter will have six days to 
present an acceptable form of photo ID to the 
county registrar. If said voter does not return 
within the six days, the ballot will be rejected. 

What Is Allowed at the Polling Place?
The 100-foot marker: When you go to your 

polling location, you will notice a cone or 
other distance marker placed 100 feet from the 
entrance of the building. Inside the 100-foot 
mark, you are not allowed to post, use or dis-
tribute any political signs or literature relating 
to a candidate. 

Cell Phones and Other Devices
Under Texas law, individuals are NOT  

allowed to use wireless communication devices 
within 100 feet of the voting stations. Nor can 
they use mechanical or electronic devices to 
record sound or images within 100 feet of the 
voting stations. Devices that should NOT be 
used in the polling place include: 
• Cell phones                    • Sound recorders
• Tablet or Laptop computers         • Cameras
• Any other device that may communicate 
wirelessly to record sound or images

In Texas, a person may not wear apparel or a 
similar communicative device relating to a can-
didate or political party appearing on the ballot 
in the current election, but a person may wear 
such apparel relating to a candidate or political 
party who does NOT appear on the ballot in 
the current election. The presiding judge has 
the ability to enforce the law within the 100-
foot marker outside of the polling place. 

Ballot by Mail 
You may have noticed some differences on 

your mail ballot this year. Voting by mail had 
substantial changes beginning with the March 
2022 Primary Election. There were changes in 
the application, requirements on the ballot car-
rier envelope, and new options for correcting a 
problem with your ballot. 

Change One: Applications 
Not everyone in Texas is eligible to vote by 

mail. A voter must fall into one of the following 
five categories to request an application to vote 
by mail. 
• 65 years of age or older 
• Disabled or have a sickness/physical condi-

tion that would prevent entering the polling 
place without injury or assistance 

• Expect to give birth within three weeks before 
or after Election Day 

• Expect to be absent from the county during 
early voting and on Election Day 

• Confined in jail or civilly committed, but 
otherwise eligible to vote 
With the new laws, the application must be 

completely filled out. It is required that an ID 
number must be on the application. This can be 
a Texas DL number, personal ID number or the 
last four digits of the individual’s Social Secu-
rity (SS number). Our office suggests that you 
place both numbers on the application and 
the envelope to ensure that one of the numbers 
matches what’s in the system. 

Change Two: Ballot Carrier Envelope 
Once the ballot is completed, it is to be put 

in the white secrecy envelope and placed it in 
the purple and white ballot carrier envelope. 
Do not seal the envelope yet as several pieces 
of information must be provided on the ballot 
carrier envelope before sealing the flap. Put 
your Texas DL number, personal ID number or 
last four digits of your SS number in the space 
provided under the security flap of the enve-
lope. Then seal the envelope. The flap protects 
your personal information as it goes through 
the mail. 

Be sure to sign the carrier envelope. If you 
were assisted, or a witness helped you with 
your ballot, they must fill out the section of the 
envelope with their information completely. 

Ballots must be received by 5 pm the day 
after Election Day and postmarked no later 
than 7 pm Election Day to be counted. 

Change Three: Correcting Your Ballot 
Carrier Envelope 

In the past, if you made a mistake when 
voting by mail, your ballot was rejected. With 
the new laws, you have the ability to correct a 
problem within six days after Election Day.

You can also vote in person instead of by 
mail, if you are aware of a problem by Elec-
tion Day. 

Add a phone number or email address to 
your carrier envelope for county officials to 
contact you regarding any issues with your bal-
lot. The Early Voting Ballot Board will reach 
out to you if you provide contact information 
on your mail ballot. Many voters forgot to pro-
vide their personal ID number on the carrier in 
the March election. Correcting this is easy: 
• Go to your elections office to certify your ID 

information within six days after Election Day
• Go to www.votetexas.gov and click “Track My 

Ballot” to confirm your ID information within 
six days of Election Day 

• Vote in person by the time polls close on 
Election Day.
Fill out everything completely. Look over 

your application and ballot carrier envelope 
carefully. Don’t forget to add your Texas DL  
number or your ID number and last 4 digits of 
your SS number. Mark and print your ballot. 

by Bobbie Koepp, 
County Clerk, 

Comal County



What’s Happening

The WAVE is the Official Publication of the Canyon Lake Republican Women. Political Advertising Paid For By Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC., Cindy Payne, 
Treasurer. Not endorsed by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Opinions expressed in articles printed are not necessarily the opinions of CLRW.

2022 Executive Board
President ....................................Jeanne Slupik

1st VP – Programs .................... Marsha Cooper

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ..Paula Schuldheisz

2nd VP – Membership ................. Brenda Potter

3rd VP – Fundraising ........... Carolyn Besselman

Recording Secretary ..................... Beth Bready

Corresponding Secretary ..........Rebecca Garrett

PAC Treasurer ...............................Cindy Payne

Past Pres/Parliamentarian ..... Carolyn Besselman

Standing Committees
Americanism & Homeland Sec ..Chrystina Power

Awards/Achievements ................... Patti Johnson

Political Activities .......................Sharon Monge

Caring for America ..................... Brenda Potter

Community Engagement &
Community Relations ..................Diane Schaule

Legislation .................................Karen Hobson

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Publicity ..................................... Belinda Frisk

Social/Hospitality ............................ Janet Blum

Social Media & Webmaster ............Carrie Hynes

Special Committees
Armed Forces ..............................Melinda Rapp

Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Scholarships .............................. Ruth Diamond

Representatives
GSAC ...............Marsha Cooper & Melinda Rapp

State Republican Executive Committee
 ............................Naomi Narvaiz & Chris Byrd

Deputy Director TFRW ...............Sylvia Gartner

The WAVE is a great tool to forward to friends that you think 
might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect 
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and 
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!
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What’s Happening
Aug 17 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Rhonda Marquardt, 
Guest Speaker 

Sept 11 –  FREEDOM WALK - Canyon Lake Dam 
- 9 am 

Sept 12 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm 
Sept 17 –  CLRW Fish Fry FUNdraiser – New 
Braunfels Civic Center - 6 pm

Sept 21 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Panel Discussion 
on ”Voter Integrity”

Oct 10 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm

Oct 19 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am -  Sen. Donna Camp-
bell, Guest Speaker

Nov 8 – ELECTION DAY
Nov 16 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Treniss Evans, Jan-
uary 6 Defendant, Guest Speaker

PROUD
STRONG

CLRW

September 17, 2022

Get ready to
 ‘saddle up’

It's going to be a Texas night to remember!

Get ready to
 ‘saddle up’


