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Raise your hand if you en-
joyed your “North Pole” 

experience in February. I certainly 
didn’t. The snow was beautiful, 
but all that other stuff that came 
with it – such as no water and 
heat – was not my idea of fun. 
There is a reason I live in Texas.

I won’t even begin to go into 
all that has occurred so far since 
January 20, when Biden officially 
took office. It’s like watching my 
grandmother pluck a chicken one 
feather at a time until there are 
none left. Biden has been errati-
cally plucking America of every 
positive executive decision that 
President Trump signed. As I 
have stated in previous newsletter 
articles, this is a roller coaster ride 
we are on; and it will get bumpier 
before we land, so hold on and 
stay the course. Biden’s effects 
are already being felt, and I truly 
think many who voted for him 
now regret it. That is where we 
conservatives come in. It is now 
or never that we begin to method-
ically take back our rights and our 
country. Our freedom is being 
stripped from us. Liberals are try-
ing to take away our voice. What 
I believe...what I say...the color of 

my skin...
is all being 
attacked. 
"Cancel 
Culture," 
as it is 
known, 
has no 
place in 
America. 
While leftist Democrats work over-
time to reject the Constitution, The 
Declaration of Independence, and 
all documents that created Amer-
ica, it is our job to stop them head 
on! Businesses are letting go of em-
ployees who support conservative 
values. Bank of America had the 
audacity to go through accounts 
and see who had charges from the 
January rally in Washington D.C. 
Elected officials are using COVID 
as an excuse to shut down business-
es and churches. I am reminded of 
an '80s song that I think should be-
come our new anthem:  “We’re Not 
Gonna Take It” by Twisted Sister. 
Americans who love this country, 
and especially conservatives under 
assault, need to move “full steam 
ahead,” not retreat. Speak out! Get 
involved!
We’re Not Gonna Take It Anymore !

MEGA Issue

http://canyonlakerw.com
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CLRW Meetings

Have you missed one (or 
more) of our recent meetings? 
Did you know that we have 
recorded most of our speakers 
for you to watch later? We don’t 
want you to feel neglected! 
Check out our YouTube chan-
nel for all our recordings!

 Carolyn Besselman, President & George S. Paul

At the January Business Meet-
ing, George S. Paul was the guest 
speaker. The topic was "Democratic 
Socialism" where he spoke on the 
differences between what socialism 
promises and what it delivers, the 
role we play in enslaving ourselves 
through addiction to conveniences 
and "freeware," and tips and practi-
cal advice to win back our freedom, 
health and prosperity.

Mr. Paul was born a Texan, 
moved to Austria, and then re-
turned to Texas where he’s going 
to stay! After living in Austria for 
over 20 years, Mr. Paul was able to 
learn much about the country and 
specifically what it was like under 
National Socialism in the World 
War II era.

Mr. Paul was well received by 
the members in attendance and was 
asked to return later in the year to 

Attending a CLRW meeting 
shows our strength and 

commitment to the Republican 
Party and to the community. An-
other benefit it affords is presenting 
a way to stay informed on topics 
such as Americanism, legislation, 
and community events. Another 
highlight of a Canyon Lake Repub-
lican Women's monthly meeting is 
the Guest Speaker! 

At the November meeting of 
CLRW, David Balat with the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation, present-
ed a very informative speech about 
consumers and healthcare policies 
during the next four years with 
anticipated changes under Biden. 
After attending our meeting, he 
became an Associate Member of 
CLRW stating he was impressed 
with our group's energy level. At 
the January meeting our speaker 
was late so David fielded questions 
from members about specific issues 
they were experiencing with co-pay 
and other insurance issues.

The December Annual Christ-
mas Luncheon and installation of 
officers is reported in full detail on 
pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter.

Susan Walker,
 1st Vice President-Programs

continue his interesting and educa-
tional program.

The February meeting had to 
be canceled due to the inclement 
weather and was rescheduled as a 
Zoom meeting a week later. Un-
fortunately the speaker had a prior 
engagement and had to cancel. In 
his stead was Dr. Will Moravits, 
government teacher Northeast 
Lakeview College. 

Carolyn Besselman & David Balat

On March 17, you won’t want 
to miss our own Comal County 
Criminal District Attorney, Jenni-
fer Tharp, as she enlightens us on 
today’s important issues and what 
is happening in our growing com-
munity.

And, on April 21, plan to at-
tend CLRW's annual Membership 
Luncheon that is always fabulous. 
We have a special guest speaker – 
Cat Parks, Vice Chair, Republican 
Party of Texas.

Then on May 19, CLRW will 
welcome back a speaker who was 
our guest in 2017. This gentleman 
received a very warm reception 
when he visited us before. Loren 
Spivak, founder of Free Market 
Warrior, is dedicated to teaching 
patriots how to retake control of 
our destiny as the forces of statism 
and socialism methodically seek to 
destroy the last vestiges of freedom 
in America. And, he is very funny!  
Come and have a great time.

http://YouTube


by Karen Hobson,
State Legislative Chair

State Legislative Highlights
It’s no secret that this session 

of the Texas Legislature is 
looking quite different than ses-
sions past. As you’re aware, every 
two years our State Legislature 
meets for 140 days in regular ses-
sion.  

The Legislature has been open 
for business for over a month now, 
but because of COVID precau-
tions, the members are spending 
very little time together in their 
respective chambers. In fact, with 
98 days left in the session (as of 
Monday, February 22), the Texas 
House has met for less than eight 
hours as a collective body and the 
Texas Senate has met for less than 
five hours. Pre-COVID, the offices 
of our Representatives and Senators 
welcomed constituents on a daily 
basis. This session, many of their 
offices are closed or open only by 
appointment. So you ask, how are 
they getting the legislative busi-
ness of the state done? The answer 
is by utilizing electronic or Zoom 
meetings.  

Communicating with our elect-
ed officials is as important as ever! 
However, we need to be informed 
so we can convey our thoughts 
effectively. So, how does this affect 
those of us that want to commu-
nicate with our elected officials or 
attend House or Senate sessions 
and committee meetings? The an-
swer again is by utilizing electronic 
media. 

An excellent tool to track legis-
lation, get email alerts as progress 
is made, see what legislation differ-
ent members have sponsored and 
watch Committee hearings is the 
Texas Legislature Online website. 

Check it out…there’s lots to ex-
plore. It is found at:  https://capitol.
texas.gov.

The Texas Legislature is busy 
with over 3,200 bills introduced, 
not to mention joint and concur-
rent resolutions. The efforts of 
active and engaged Republican 
voters must be focused in order for 
our voices to be heard considering 
the sheer volume of bills being filed 
and hearings that will be required 
in such a short span of time. It 
is vital that we get to know our 
members’ office staff as well as our 
Representative and Senator. 

REDISTRICTING
The state legislature is consti-

tutionally obligated to do just a few 
things. Among those responsibili-
ties is redrawing legislative maps. 
Redistricting, performed every ten 
years, is the process by which state 
lawmakers redraw representative 
district boundaries. These districts 
span the federal to local levels and 
include the jurisdictions of 31 State 
Senators, 150 State Representatives, 
U.S. Representatives, State Board 
of Education members, the State 
Judiciary, some local City Council 
districts, County Commissioner 
courts, and School District boards.

In order to draw those maps, 
however, lawmakers rely on de-
mographic information provided 
by the federal decennial census. 
Last week, the U.S. Census Bureau 
announced it would deliver the 
data to all states by September 30, 
well past our State Legislature’s 
scheduled May 31st adjournment, 
due to “COVID-19–related delays.” 

This year, with COVID restrictions 
at the Capitol, the extreme freeze 
we had last month, and the delay in 
getting the U.S. Census data, Gov. 
Abbott will very likely call a special 
session.

Due to an increase in popu-
lation, Texas is expected to gain 
two or three new Congressional 
seats. Though the seats in the Texas 
Legislature remain the same, those 
districts will have to be redrawn as 
well, due to shifts in the popula-
tion.

What does this mean for Tex-
as? The state faces a few options:
• a special legislative session by the 
Governor,
•  the convening of a legislative 
redistricting board composed of 
five members, which include the 
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker 
of the House,
•  and deferring to the courts to 
determine approved maps.

The three remaining dates for 
Redistricting hearings are:
•  March 11 at 9 AM – Senate 
Chamber in Austin: Regional Fo-
cus: – Austin continued on page 4
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•  March 12 at 10 AM– Senate 
Chamber in Austin: Regional Focus 
– El Paso
• March 13 at 9 AM – Senate 
Chamber in Austin: Regional Fo-
cus: – All regions

The link to register to watch 
the video or to give testimony by 
two-way videoconferencing is:  
https://redistricting.capitol.texas.
gov/2020s#meetings-section

No in-person public testimony 
will be taken at the Regional hear-
ings. Also, it is important to note, 
that you are eligible to provide 
testimony for ANY hearing; you do 
NOT need to reside in the area of 
Focus.

Governor Abbott’s Emergency 
Items List, which was published 
earlier last month, identified these 
six priorities for our Legislators to 
accomplish through the bills that 
will be debated this session: 

Expand broadband access

Prevent cities from de-
funding police 
Pass the Damon Allen Act 
to fix our broken bail sys-
tem and keep criminals off 
our streets 
Prioritize election integ-
rity to ensure trust and 
confidence in the outcome 
of elections
Provide civil liability 
protections for those who 
operated safely during the 
pandemic 
Reform of the Electric Re-
liability Council of Texas 
(ERCOT)

Our own elected officials have 
sponsored several bills. Donna 
Campbell is actively supporting 
efforts to limit abortions (SB-391 
and SB-650) and protecting small 
businesses during the COVID 
crisis (SB-551). She also joined a 
congratulatory resolution, (SR-35), 
recognizing the active members of 
the Texas Federation of Republican 
Women. 

Representative Biedermann is 
actively proposing a TEXIT ref-
erendum to be brought to Texas 
voters (HB-1359). He is also spon-
soring a 2nd Amendment protection 
bill (HB-1238).

Here are several other bills to 
follow:
• HB-1165: Rep. Slawson – prohib-
iting abortions after detection of an 
unborn child’s heartbeat
• HB-1329: Rep. Cain – preventing 
noncitizen voter registration and 
voting
• HB-446: Rep. Allison – increas-
ing criminal penalty for damage/ 
destruction of public monument
• HB-1218: Rep. Oliverson – relat-
ing to display of National motto in 
public secondary and elementary
schools
Let’s commit to keep the faith; stay 
active, informed and engaged; and 
strive to make Texas the best it can 
be!

Continued from page 3
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Election Integrity
Weekly Zoom calls are 

taking place every 
Friday (through May 28 – the end 
of the regular Legislative session) 
at 7 AM. The meetings are led by 
Toni Anne Dashiell, Represen-
tative Stephanie Klick, and 100+ 
actively involved Texas conserva-
tives.

These informative calls pro-
vide participants an opportunity 
to become better educated and 
informed in order to communi-
cate with and influence their state 
legislators.

Previous topics have includ-
ed the Texas Legislature Online 
website tool,  Redistricting, an in-
terview with Election Committee 
Chair – Representative Briscoe 
Cain, and discussion of Elector-
al College vs. National Popular 
Vote.

To join in click on the link 
below which will take you to the 
Zoom application and then fol-
low the instructions.

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/4206062134?p-
wd=R1l6V2lPV0djMG-
JrR2ljVTNkRm12QT09
Meeting ID: 420 606 2134

Passcode: 677086

Dial in phone number:  
346.248.7799 Contact Information

Senator Campbell:
donna.campbell@senate.texas.gov
www.donnacampbell.com

Representative Biedermann:
kyle.biedermann@house.texas.gov
www.kylebiedermann.com

https://redistricting.capitol.texas.gov/2020s#meetings-section
https://redistricting.capitol.texas.gov/2020s#meetings-section
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4206062134?pwd=R1l6V2lPV0djMGJrR2ljVTNkRm12QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4206062134?pwd=R1l6V2lPV0djMGJrR2ljVTNkRm12QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4206062134?pwd=R1l6V2lPV0djMGJrR2ljVTNkRm12QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4206062134?pwd=R1l6V2lPV0djMGJrR2ljVTNkRm12QT09
http://donna.campbell%40senate.texas.gov%0D
http://www.donnacampbell.com%0D
kyle.beidermann%40house.texas.gov%0D
http://www.kylebiedermann.com
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The US House and Senate 
have many bills waiting 

to be acted upon. There have been 
1,019 bills introduced in the House 
calendar and 297 in the Senate 
calendar. These are a few that we 
definitely need to keep a keen eye 
on:

HR-1, the “For the People 
Act,” was introduced by Rep. John 
Sarbanes (D-MD) to make sweep-
ing destructive changes to current 
voting laws. It would allow pre-reg-
istration of 16 and 17-yr olds, ban 
state voter ID laws, initiate Internet 
voter registration, implement auto-
matic voter registration, introduce 
same-day voter registration at any 
election (Federal or otherwise) and 

allow felons to vote if they have 
been released from prison, even if 
they have not satisfied their sen-
tencing requirements. Lastly, would 
strip states of the ability to draw 
their own Congressional districts. 
It has a 38% chance of being enact-
ed.

HR-5, “The Equality Act,” was 
introduced by Rep. David Cicilline 
(D-RI). This bill would add dis-
crimination based on sex, sexual 
orientation and gender identity to 
prohibited categories. It would pro-
hibit this discrimination in public 
accommodations, facilities, educa-
tion, federal funding, employment, 
housing, credit and jury systems.  
It also allows the DOJ to step in 
for equal rights actions in Federal 

Federal Legislative Highlights
by Geri Kile,

Federal Legislative Chaircourt related to sexual orientation 
or gender identity (SOGI). The bill 
would keep a person from being 
denied access to a restroom, locker 
room, dressing room, or a shared 
facility based on their individual 
gender identity. It passed the House 
on 2-25-21 and has a 4% chance of 
being  enacted.

HJRES-14 was introduced by 
Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN) as a pro-
posed amendment to the constitu-
tion to abolish the Electoral College 
and provide for direct election of 
the President and Vice President, 
also known as the National Popular 
Vote (NPV). It has eight co-spon-
sors. No prognosis as of yet.

HR-127 was introduced by 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) 
to require owners to license all 
firearms they own. The insurance 
fee will be $800, training will be 
required, minimum age to own a 
firearm will be 21 years old, and a 
psychological exam will be re-
quired. A license can be denied for 
Mental Illness, Dementia, Depres-
sion, etc. If you fail to license your 
firearms, a fine of $50K-$70K will 
be imposed. This has a 3% chance 
of being enacted.

HR-22 was introduced by Rep. 
Mike Quigley (D-IL) that requires 
federal agencies to make the budget 
justification of materials available 
to the public via website. Passed 
the House 1/5/21. This has a 64% 
chance of being enacted.

HJRES-12 was reintroduced by 
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX). The House 
Sponsor was Rep. Ralph Norman 
(R-SC) with 56 Co-Sponsors, and 
included our own Congressman 
Chip Roy. It proposes an amend-

ment to the U.S. Constitution im-
plementing term limits for House 
members of three two-year terms. 
Senators would be limited to two 
six-year terms. 

Well, an English author once 
wrote, “The Pen is mightier than 
the Sword,” which definitely puts 
it mildly in the case of the new 
administration. Since Biden went 
into office, he has signed over 50 
Executive Orders. What is alarming 
is that he stated in his campaign 
that dictators use Executive Orders 
and he was not going to be like 
President Trump. So much for that 
promise!

same-day voter registration...
allow felons to vote...

stripped of the ability to draw own 
Congressional districts

Contact Information
Senator Cruz:
info@tedcruz.org
www.cruz.senate.gov

Senator Cornyn:
www.cornyn.senate.gov

Representative Chip Roy:
roy.house.gov
www.chiproy.com

http://info%40tedcruz.org
http://www.donnacampbell.com%0D
http://www.donnacampbell.com%0D
http://www.donnacampbell.com%0D
http://roy.house.gov
kyle.beidermann%40house.texas.gov%0D
http://www.kylebiedermann.com
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Trump's Executive Orders Revoked by Geri Kile,
Federal Legislative Chair

A few of the Executive Ac-
tions that have affected us 

all are the following:

EO-10142 ceased building the 
wall across the Southern borders 
by stating it was a waste of money 
that diverts attention from general 
threats to our homeland security.

EO-14000 plans to reopen 
schools in accordance with the 
Secretary of HHS. The Secretary of 
Education will deliver a report on 
the disparate impacts of civil rights 
of minorities with COVID-19 and 
its impact on students.

EO-13990 aims to reduce 
methane emissions in the oil and 
gas sectors. This stopped the Key-
stone Pipeline, which terminated 
11,000 jobs. This would put in 
place Oil and Natural Gas Control 
Technique Guidelines for Ozone 
Levels. In response, Governor 
Abbott issued a Texas Executive 
Order to rescind this for Texas.

EO-13986 will include count-
ing all illegal immigrants in the 
United States Census and main-
tains that the term “persons in each 
State” includes every person whose 
usual place of residence was in that 
State as of the Census date.

EO Proclamation-10141 Re-
vokes President Trump’s E-13780, 
that placed a suspension of 90 days 
on the entry of certain aliens from: 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria and Yemen. These countries 
had been aligned with terrorism 
and travel to the USA. Biden states 
that the US was built on a founda-
tion of religious freedom and toler-
ance based on the Constitution.

Secretarial Order-3395 blocks 
the Interior Department from 
issuing new fossil fuel permits and 
leases. This directly affected the 
UTE Tribe which produces roughly  
45,000 barrels of crude oil and 900 
million cubic feet of natural gas per 
day.

EO-13996 calls for a 
COVID-19 Testing Board, expand 
testing supplies, and test manu-
facturing will come to the US if 
possible as most drug manufac-
turing is done out of the US. Plans 
are to establish a National Contact 
Tracing System that will be part of 
FEMA using the US Public Health 
Job Corps.

EO-10144 allows United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to import more 
aluminum, thereby not allowing 
our aluminum factories to open 
and have more jobs in line as 
Trump had defined in Proclama-
tion-9704.

This is just a very small sample 
of what has been done as President 
Biden began his term. We will 
have to wait and see what else will 
unfold. But one thing is certain – 
we will have to keep a close eye on 
every bill that is being filed in the 
U.S. House and Senate. 
We must be vigilant at all times!

The Comal County Republican 
Party office at 265 Landa, New 
Braunfels, is OPEN from 10 AM 
to 2 PM weekdays. We need two 
individuals to sign up for each 
day. PLEASE bring a covering for 
your nose and mouth – and be 
sure to social distance while work-
ing until you feel safe.

Volunteers help answer the 
phone, answer questions, take 

Get YOUR Tee!
donations, distribute information, 
signs, campaign materials, register 
voters, prepare mailings and update 
computer records. To volunteer, use 
Sign-Up Genius  at – https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/409084caeae-
2ca2f94-volunteer

Training for new volunteers is 
every Monday – 10 AM to 2 PM. 

In stock at Headquarters!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084caeae2ca2f94-volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409084caeae2ca2f94-volunteer


your member’s office or visit in 
person.

• Discuss no more 
than one to three 
issues per visit.
• Do not use form 
letters! They only 
annoy the staff!
• When you visit 
your member in 
person, it’s recom-
mended strongly 

to create a one-
page, attractive and accurate ‘leave 
behind’ to remind them of your is-
sue and the position you’re taking.

TFRW’s Legisla-
tive Day, 

“Advocate Like a Lobbyist!,” was 
held at the AT&T Executive Edu-
cation and Conference Center in 
Austin on Thursday, February 4th.  

The number of attendees was 
capped at 280 people to abide with 
the guidelines provided by the State 
of Texas and the CDC.

CLRW members who attended 
were: Carolyn Besselman, Karen 
Hobson, Chrystina Power, Belinda 
Frisk, Patti Johnson, and Cindy 
Payne.

TFRW staff is active and well 
equipped to give excellent assis-
tance to us as we become more 
active and engage with our Legis-
lature. Robbi Hull, the Legislative 
Chair, was well prepared and put 
on a great conference.

TFRW is highly focused on 
Election Integrity and Redistricting 
and Constitutional Carry among 
other issues. They are very ener-
gized to help push, well-written 
bills that promote our Legislative 
Priorities.

Panel discussions were very 
helpful with practical, up-to-date 

TFRW Legislative Day 2021

It was a sea of red at TFRW Legislative Day in Austin!

Sylvia Gartner, TFRW Rep & Patti Johnson

by Karen Hobson, State Legislative Chair

information provided, especially 
when questions from the audience 
were answered.

I particularly ap-
preciated a Panel that 
featured seven Fresh-
man legislators that 
are already active, on 
fire and conservative!

Another Panel 
gave very important 
and helpful tips for 
communicating with 
your House member or Senator 
and their staffs, including:
• Be focused when you speak to 

The Texas Federation of 
Republican Women and 

the National Federation of Repub-
lican Women ask that we track 
the time that we spend for THE 
CAUSE – saving America, pre-
serving our beliefs, and working 
to have a future for our families. 

Our wonderful website (thank 
you, Carol Little!) now makes 
reporting and recording hours so 

Submitting your volunteer hours is EASY!
Patti Johnson, Awards and Achievements 

easy – JUST GO TO THE SITE, 
submit your hours and that is it! 

As you know, our club is very 
active and everyone of you does 
something each month on behalf 
of the Republican belief. Now you 
can report it easily and quickly 
and I can stop nagging you! But 
YOU must remember to write 
down your hours and submit 
them.  Thank you!
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The CLRW Christmas Lun-
cheon was held Wednes-

day, December 16, 2020, at the 
Lakeside Golf Club.

The Christmas Luncheon is a 
time when the club takes the op-
portunity to give thanks to God for 
all of the blessings of the past year 
and to install the upcoming slate of 
Officers.

Those who were inducted for 
the upcoming year by Constable 
Shane Rapp included: President- 
Carolyn Besselman, 1st VP Pro-
grams- Susan Walker, 1st Assistant 
VP Events- Brenda Potter, 2nd VP 
-Membership- Becky Swindal, 3rd 
VP- Fundraising- Maria Seiler, 
Corresponding Secretary- Betty 
Thomas and Becky Garrett, Re-
cording Secretary- Darla Elliot, and 
PAC Treasurer- Chrystina Power. 

The guest speaker was Comal 
County Sheriff 's Deputy Eddy 
Luna who was shot while serving a 
warrant, resulting in one arm being 
amputated.

Gennaro's restaurant prepared 
a delicious meal and various mem-
bers (pictured) decorated tables 
and helped serve lunch. 

CLRW Christmas Luncheon

Chrystina Power, Maria Seiler, Becky Garrett, Betty Thomas, Darla Elliot, Becky Swindal, Brenda Potter, Susan Walker, 
Carolyn Besselman and Constable Shane Rapp

Maria Seiler, Asst. 1st Vice President- Special 
Events planned a wonderful luncheon

Comal County Sheriff Deputy Eddy Luna & 
Carolyn Besselman
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These elves and snowmen made sure the food was hot, delicious, and plentiful on each plate.

Sandy Turman,Tiffany Stakes, Gary Downs, Belinda Frisk, Patrick Seiler and Patti Johnson



Brenda Potter
Jeanne Slupik, Melinda Rapp & Becky Swindal

Leslie Rapp, Becky Garrett & Jen Crownover

Patti Johnson & Belinda Frisk

Becky Garrett

Donna Holmes

Chrystina Powers

Susan Lammers

Teri Engel and Pam Underwood
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Carol Little

Betty Pickard



Major Bill Jennings, Jerry Everett, Belinda Frisk, John & Karen Hobson, Carolyn Besselman, Nell Everett, Beryl Josephson, 
Sergeant Travis Stahl and Lieutenant Steve Garcia

–  –  –  Out and About  –  –  – 

Near the end of January, 
some brave CLRW mem-

bers took a tour of the new Comal 
County Jail. Belinda Frisk, Carolyn 
Besselman, Beryl Josephson, Karen 
and John Hobson, and Nell and 
Jerry Everett enjoyed the tour they 
received. 

In November 2015, Comal 
County residents approved the 
issuance of $76 million in bonds to 
build a new county jail and reno-
vate the existing Walter Fellers Law 
Enforcement Center.

The new jail will hold 565 
general population inmates plus 
an additional 18 infirmary beds 
and mental health beds for 583 
total beds, with the capability of 
expanding to 900 inmates. Housing 
options include a wide variety of 
custody levels, including separation 
cells, single cells, double-occupan-
cy cells, quad cells and open dor-
mitories.

Unlike the old jail, which 
opened in 1985 with 144 beds and 
held 337 inmates in a traditional 
single-hall design, the new facility 
includes a second-floor control 
room that overlooks housing pods 
and exercise yards augmented by 
patrolling corrections officers in 
the day rooms. And there is ade-

quate space for jail administration, 
kitchen and laundry services, and 
related support facilities. The facil-
ity was designed to be able to ac-
commodate 900 inmates if needed.

Groundbreaking began on No-
vember 29, 2017 with the renovated 
Sheriff ’s Office opening in summer 
of 2021.

Republican women all over the state 
of Texas pulled out all the stops back 

in December and early January in order to 

Georgia…we’ve got your back!
help David Perdue and Kelly Loeffler in their 
runoff races for the U.S. Senate. While many 
traveled to Georgia to help by block walking 
and making calls, Canyon Lake Republican 
Women volunteered by sending personalized 
Christmas cards to registered Republican 
voters in Georgia.

A huge “Thank You” goes out to Ruth 
Diamond, Ann Roberts, Mary Lou Erben, 
Beryl Josephson, Darla Elliot, Chrystina 
Power and Carolyn Besselman. Sue Piner and 
Susan Walker also sent out hundreds of post 
cards to Georgia Republican voters. Although 
the election did not turn out as it should have, 
it wasn’t for lack of an effort on the part of 
Republican Women. We NEVER give up!

by Carolyn Besselman, President
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Ruth Diamond hard at work



by Jeanne Slupik,
Americanism & 

Leadership ChairAmericanism
Ten little-known facts about President Theodore Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt was one of 
the most dynamic Presidents 

in White House history. Here are ten 
fascinating facts about the 26th Presi-
dent taken from National Constitution 
Center (NCC) Blog.

Roosevelt came from a wealthy 
New York family, but he didn’t take an 
easy path through life. Born on Octo-
ber 27, 1858 in Manhattan, Roosevelt 
survived the tragedy of losing his wife 
and his own mother to illness on the 
same day 
in 1884, an 
assassination 
attempt in 
1912, and an 
extremely 
dangerous 
military 
charge in 
Cuba in 1898.

The former President passed away 
in 1919 at the age 60 from a blood clot 
that had lodged in his heart. He had 
been in declining health for several 
years.

Here are some interesting facts 
about one of the most dynamic of 
American Presidents.
1. As a child, Roosevelt witnessed 
the Abraham Lincoln funeral pro-
cession. There is a photo of the young 
Roosevelt perched in a window 
watching the procession in New York 
City in April 1865 that surfaced in the 
1950s. Young Theodore Roosevelt and 
his brother were at his grandfather’s 
mansion.
2. Theodore Roosevelt had a real-
ly, really good memory. Roosevelt 
claimed he had a photographic 
memory, but it is a statement that can’t 
be easily proven today. But biographer 

and historian Edmund Morris cited 
several documented cases where 
Roosevelt was able to recite obscure 
poetry and other content well over a 
decade after he read the documents.
3. What’s the deal with how the Roo-
sevelts were related? Theodore and 
Franklin Roosevelt were fifth cousins. 
Eleanor Roosevelt was Theodore’s 
niece. And Uncle Theodore presented 
the bride at Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s wedding.

4. The Republican 
leaders really didn’t 
want Roosevelt as Pres-
ident. As a young Bull 
Moose Republican in 
politics, Theodore Roo-
sevelt had angered top 
GOP honchos by refusing 
to appoint Republicans 
to bureaucratic positions. 

Party bosses Mark Hanna and Thomas 
Platt were able to “kick Roosevelt 
upstairs” as the vice presidential 
nominee in 1900 for the incumbent 
President, William McKinley. 
Roosevelt agreed because he was 
thinking of running for President in 
1904. No one thought that Roosevelt 
would take over for McKinley later in 
1901.
5. Roosevelt was the first Presi-
dent to win a Nobel Peace Prize. As 
President, Roosevelt adopted an 
aggressive foreign policy, but he also 
saw America as deserving a role as 
a global peacemaker. In 1906, he 
convinced Japan and Russia to attend 
a peace conference in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire to end their conflict. 
He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
for his efforts. Roosevelt also settled a 
dispute between France and Germany 
over the division of Morocco.

6. Roosevelt was a prolific writ-
er. Aided by his excellent memory and 
his always-high energy level, he wrote 
about 35 books in his lifetime and 
an estimated 150,000 letters and an 
autobiography!
7. He was also the father of the mod-
ern U.S. Navy. To say Roosevelt was 
obsessed with naval power would be 
an understatement. As an undergrad 
at Harvard, Roosevelt’s scholarship on 
the U.S. Navy during the War of 1812 
is still cited today. He also served as 
the Undersecretary of the Navy as the 
conflict started with Cuba in 1898, 
and he sent the American navy on a 
worldwide tour in 1907 as a show of 
strength. His ultimate naval power 
achievement was the Panama Canal.
8. Roosevelt was a grad college 
dropout. While Roosevelt graduated 
from Harvard, he left law school at 
Columbia without receiving a degree. 
Roosevelt had become focused on 
local politics and lost interest in a legal 
career.
9. Roosevelt was blind in one eye 
after a boxing injury in the White 
House. The President continued with 
his hobby of boxing well into his 
presidency. He suffered a detached 
retina in a bout in 1908 and stopped 
fighting. He switched to jiu-jitsu.

10. What is the deal with the 
Teddy Bear? While on a hunting trip 
as President, guides in Mississippi had 
arranged for Roosevelt to shoot an old 
bear they had tied to a tree. Roosevelt 
refused to do so, on sporting grounds. 
(Instead, he had someone else shoot 
the bear.) The first part of the incident 
became a newspaper cartoon, which 
then inspired a shopkeeper to sell 
stuffed bears, with Roosevelt’s permis-
sion.
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Geri Kile and Savannah Besselman delivered a huge basket

–  –  –  Out and About  –  –  – 

Maria Seiler, Chief Darren Brinkkoeter and Belinda Frisk

CLRW's most 
considerate 

and well-meaning member, Belin-
da Frisk, presented an idea to the 
CLRW Board of Directors to honor 
Firemen and EMS workers who 
provide valuable services to our  
area. She solicited help and within 
minutes had assembled volunteers 
to deliver bags and baskets filled 
with goodies to the six Canyon 
Lake Fire/EMS stations on Febru-
ary 13th.  

Stations all around Canyon 
Lake received treats that included: 
#51 at 1074 Scissortail, #52 at 160 
Oblate, #53 at 21715 FM 306, #54 
at 8685 FM 306, #55 at 1223 Island 
View and #56 at1150 S. Cranes Mill 
Rd. 

Big smiles for big bags

Thanks to Carolyn Besselman, 
Geri Kile, Betty Thomas, Darla 

Elliot, Brenda 
Potter, Patti John-
son, Susan Walk-
er, Maria Seiler, 
Barbara Knight 
and Belinda Frisk 
and others who 
supported this 
project.

The firemen 
and EMS loved 
our gifts!
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A focus this year for TFRW 
is Fisher House. They 

should be very happy and proud 
that CLRW does this project twice 
a year for Joint Base San Anto-
nio (JBSA) Army Fisher House 
at Brooke Army Medical Center 
(BAMC), San Antonio, TX. Zacha-
ry and Elizabeth Fisher established 
a foundation years ago to provide 
home-like facilities where families  
could stay while a wounded family 
member convalesces.

Jeanne Slupik, Star Carey and I 
went shopping at Costco for sup-
plies that Fisher House staff had 
requested.

I was able to get a very com-
plete and extensive list of food and 
supplies that helped us fill the car 
to the ceiling. Many of the items 
are what we normally purchase to 
keep their kitchen well stocked in-
cluding: sugar, paper towels, plastic 
wrap, aluminum foil, ziplok bags 
and trash bags. And we also had 
bountiful supplies of toilet paper, 
laundry detergent, washcloths, 
towels, sheets, pillows, and batteries 
in many sizes.

Because of your donations, we 
had $700 to spend and gave $180 in 
checks made out to Fisher House 
from our members. 

This project is a great thing we 
do for the wounded warriors and 
their families. If anyone would like 
to experience this highly rewarding 
trip to Fisher House and a great 
shopping experience, please let me 
know.

In May, I will be taking up the 
next collection for another shop-
ping trip, so please remember to 
bring those checks and cash!!!

TFRW State Project – Fisher House
by Melinda Rapp, Military Liaison

Melinda Rapp, Jeanne Slupik, Inge Godfrey, Manager, and Star Carey, CLRW Associate Member

CLRW's door plaque

Well-equipped kitchens, utility 
rooms, family lounges, and TV 
areas are present in each wing.

Courtyard area between family wings
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CLRW's Media Presence
Carol Little started her new 

job as Social Media and 
Webmaster Chair with both feet 
running. She once again brought 
another one of her many talents to 
the forefront for CLRW. 

Make sure you take a look at 
the new and evolving website for 
the site's new features. And visit 
the Members Only section where 
the minutes, financials, directory of 
members and more information are 
easily assessed. And, as mentioned 
elsewhere in this newsletter, you 
can watch videos of past meetings 
in case you were unable to attend.  
Knowing Carol, this website will 
feature even more user-friendly 
features in the future!

by Carol Liitle, 
Social Media & Webmaster

Carol wrote the following: 
"Social media? Wow, has that land-
scape changed! We have an active 
presence on Facebook and a some-
what dormant account on Twit-
ter. But, with the censorship and 
limitations on visibility, this his-
torically effective communication 
medium is no longer as effective. 

I recently participated in Lead-
ership Institute training sessions on 
social media – focusing on Face-
book and Instagram. Lots of great 
ideas were presented and I’ve found 
a few workarounds to enhance 
our visibility. But, we are subject 
to the “thought police” of Big Tech 
and some of our posts have been 
flagged by them.

What social media are you 
and others you know using to-
day? Should we branch out now to 
others? I’ve placed a survey on the 
homepage of our website. I hope 
that you’ll respond and help us 
determine our direction."

New Front Page

Some things you can do on CLRW website:
• Pay your dues online
• Purchase tickets for CLRW special events
• Read the minutes, bylaws & other documents
• Find a member in the directory
• Read CLRW newsletters
• Watch videos of prior meetings
   and so much more!

Members Only Page
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Becky Swindal,
2nd VP – Membership

Yes, it was a long and trying 
2020 for all of us, but the 

future is bright with CLRW lead-
ing the way. Our membership was 
strong and pulled together won-
derfully as a team this past year as 
seen at our Fish Fry FUNdraiser 
in September. 2021 is going to be 
an exciting year as we again pull 
together as a team, growing our 
CLRW numbers to represent our 
community. 

I ask each of you to talk about 
our organization to your friends, 
neighbors and family. Bring them 
to our meetings, our events, and 
perhaps help them get involved or 
even run for public office.  

Membership 2021
This year CLRW turns 45!
What an accomplishment! 
So at our April Membership 
Luncheon we will celebrate 
our birthday.

CLRW
Membership Luncheon

 Lakeside Golf Course 

April 21 • 11 am • $25

 For tickets contact:
rswindal2717@gmail.com

Attendance will be limited.

Can’t think what to give as a 
gift? Why not give a CLRW mem-
bership? It makes a wonderful 
present: Full membership – $40, or 
associate membership – $20.  

Feel free to direct any potential 
member to me if they have ques-
tions about membership or to our 
website: www.canyonlakerw.com.

Applications are currectly 
being accepted by TFRW 

for its Candidate Development 
Program scheduled for June and 
July. The application deadline is 
Friday, April 16th, 2021.

The program consists of eight, 
two-hour, training sessions that 
will be web-based video conferenc-
ing via Zoom on Thursday eve-
nings from 7 to 9 PM. The price is 
$49 with maximum class size of 15. 

TFRW is sponsoring this devel-
opment program to:
• Empower women to run for elect-
ed office at all levels of government,
• Build capacity among TFRW 
members to run for office,
• Help women to gain confidence 
needed to run for office,
• Reduce barriers to run for office.

TFRW Candidate Development Program
TFRW has promised profes-

sionally facilitated meetings with 
guest speakers. Participants will be 
asked to read or prepare in ad-
vance for discussions. The program 
includes short, practical weekly as-
signments, goal-setting, and action 
planning.

Training Schedule
Week 1: Introductions and Iden-
tifying Why You Want to Run for 
Public Office
Week 2: Potential Barriers to Run-
ning for Office and How to Over-
come Them
Week 3: Message Development
Week 4: Image Development
Week 5: No class this week in ob-
servance of July 4th
Week 6: What is to be Expected 
When You are Elected: the Good, 

the Bad, and the Ugly
Week 7: Managing Potential Con-
flict Within and Across Party Lines
Week 8: Money, Money, Money: 
Financing Your Campaign
Week 9: Candidate Social Media 
and Marketing

Priority will be given to those 
who wish to run for office within 
the next two years. Go to https://
www.tfrw.org/programs/cam-
paign-schools/ or visit the TFRW 
website to access the application. 
Return completed application to 
leslifitz@sbcglobal.net.
For questions contact:
TFRW Candidate Development 
Program Coordinator
Lesli R. Fitzpatrick
leslifitz@sbcglobal.net 
512.426.5993

http://rswindal2717%40gmail.com
http://www.canyonlakerw.com
https://www.tfrw.org/programs/campaign-schools/
https://www.tfrw.org/programs/campaign-schools/
https://www.tfrw.org/programs/campaign-schools/
http://leslifitz%40sbcglobal.net%20
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CLRW 2021 Fundraiser
CLRW's Fish Fry FUNdrais-

er 2021 will take place on 
Saturday, September 18th. It’s the 
ONLY fundraiser we host every 
year to make revenue to support 
our projects. Its success lies in the 
hearts and minds of our amazing 
members! But as everybody knows, 
"It takes a village." So we will be 
reaching out to our members to get 
us over the finish line with a Big 
Roar! Start saving your money now 
for the Auctions and Bakery! 

The Fish Fry Planning Com-
mittee, comprised of Carolyn 
Besselman, Jeanne Slupik, Karen 
Hobson, Becky Swindal, Barbara 
Knight, Ruth Diamond, Brenda 
Potter, Susan Walker, Janet Blum, 
Chrystina Power, and Maria and 
Patrick Seiler met in early February 
to discuss ideas, and during the 
meeting selected the theme, “It’s a 
Jungle Out There! Hear Us Roar!”

Preliminary plans were decided 
and put in motion. Jeanne Slupik 
partnered with me to check out 
various venues.

This year's Fish Fry will be 
held at the New Braunfels Civic/
Convention Center. It is a beautiful 
venue with plenty of  parking, fea-
tures a fabulous stage, and has lots 
of room for our Silent Auction.

White wine, red wine and two 
beer options will be for sale at the 
Wine and Beer Bar as the Civic 
Center does not allow BYOB. 

Big Tall Dave, owner of Acadi-
ana Cafe, who has catered our Fish 
Fry for the last seven years, has 
again signed on! He will serve his 
famous Fried Catfish Dinner that 
includes red beans and rice, cole-
slaw and tea. As always, a home-
made delicious dessert made by 

by Maria Seiler, 
3rd Vice PresidentCLRW members will be included. 

Becky Swindal and Jeanne 
Slupik are our experts for “all things 
Tickets.” The cost of a ticket will be 
$35 per adult and $20 for children 
10 and younger. We will accept 
cash, check, credit card and elec-
tronic payments. As in the past, 
NO tickets will be sold at the door. 

There will be three tiers of Re-
served Tables that seat eight. Tier 1 tables will be closest to the stage, 

with Tier 2 and 3 further from the 
stage. Reserved Table prices will 
be revealed next month – so stay 
tuned as they are limited and first-
come, first-puchased!

Barbara Knight and Ruth 
Diamond are looking for talent. If 
you know of “talent” (individuals 
who can lipsync, or are interested 
in playing a specific role), please 
contact Barbara or Ruth.

Brenda Potter will lead the 
charge to decorate. She has plenty 
of energy and ideas to pull it to-
gether – so get ready to be amazed!

Karen Hobson, Dessert Queen 
Extraordinaire, will once again 
coordinate desserts for dinner and 
Bakery items to purchase to take 
home. Get your recipes together 
because we’ll take it to a whole new, 
mouth-watering level in 2021!  

The Best Costume Challenge 
was a big hit in 2020. Belinda and 
Ron Frisk, Marsha and Glynn 
Cooper, and Jack Diamond will be 
on the lookout for who is the best 
dressed this year. The contest will 
include three categories: Adult, 
Youth – 18 and below, and Family 
Group. It’s not too early to start 
thinking about what you are going 
to wear. The possibilities are end-
less, so get creative! 

NEEDED
Auction Queen  

This is the most critical com-
mittee that makes the LION's 
share of the revenues! We need 
a Chairman who loves making 
“Big Money,” is highly orga-
nized, energetic and creative.

Woodworker
We need someone with a saw, 
drill, and a paint brush to design 
and construct collapsible, reus-
able wooden shelves that will 
add a center tier to the Silent 
Auction tables to better display 
items, and other sets to hold all 
of the Bakery Delights. So, if 
you, your hubby, son, daughter 
or friends like to build things, 
please call me.

Photographer 
If you have a camera and like to 
take pictures, then you are who 
we are looking for! Please step 
forward to take digital photos 
during the event.

Artificial Greenery
Have any artificial trees, green-
ery or flowers that need a good 
home? We need them to build a 
jungle!

Maria Seiler at 612.845.4027 
or Mseiler10@gmail.com

http://Mseiler10%40gmail.com
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We did not think much 
about it while it was 

happening. We thought it was just 
going to be another election for 
president, but we knew it would 
be close. By late in the evening on 
election day, November 3, 2020, we 
were confident we had won. Some 
of us went to bed, thinking it was 
over. About 10:30 Fox News called 
Arizona for the opposition! What?! 
We were shocked and in utter dis-
belief. It was too early; all the votes 
were not in. At least not enough to 
make the “call.” Had our beloved 
conservative TV network gone 
rogue? This could not be right, we 
thought.

Some more of us went to bed. 
We figured it would be 
straightened out by morn-
ing; by then more of the 
swing states would have 
come in for our candidate. 
Some of us stayed up to 
watch the continuing drama. 
About midnight, live cov-
erage turned into a horror 
show. Large black trash bags full of 
mail-in ballots were being hauled 
into (from where?) the Philadel-
phia counting location. They were 
delivered by private automobiles 
and unmarked vans to the back 
door.

The explanation was these 
ballots were late getting in from the 
Post Office. In fact, we were told 
there were so many of them still 
to come in that the deadline for 
mail-in ballots was being extend-
ed from midnight on election day 
to three days later. What?! How?! 
Pennsylvania election statutes had 
no such provision, we thought. Oh, 

some election bureau-
crat or friendly judge 
had changed the rules, 
we were advised. This 
action was contrary to federal law; 
only the state legislature could do 
that, we thought. It is in the US 
Constitution!

Also, poll watchers and vote-
count observers (again permitted 
by state law) were barred from 
getting close to the tables where 
the ballot counting was occurring. 
Allegedly, they would intimidate 
and interfere with the people doing 
the counting. What?!

As the night wore on and into 
the next few days, more “trash 
bags” of mail-in ballots turned up 

in other swing states. These pushed 
the totals for president into the win 
column for the opposition candi-
date. More states were “called” for 
the opposition candidate and he 
was declared the winner, subject to 
certification by the Electoral Col-
lege in January. This outrage cannot 
stand, we fumed. We will take this 
to court and get the bogus ballots 
thrown out, we vowed.

So, we did. At the state level, 
courts and appellate courts ruled 
uniformly against us, saying lack of 
“standing,” or these lawsuits are too 
late; they should have been filed 
before the election, not after, when 

we were unhappy with the results. 
To Hell with what the law says, they 
did not write in their (brief) opin-
ions. "Go away and leave us alone" 
is what they said, essentially. Puff-
ing up our chests, we said we will 
see what the US Supreme Court has 
to say about this. After all, they are 
the arbiter of what the Constitution 
says.

So, we filed with the SCOTUS. 
The state of Texas and more than 
ten other states joined in a filing 

saying the voters in these 
states were disenfranchised 
by the nefarious election 
shenanigans in several states.  
SCOTUS rejected the fil-
ing, saying: “Texas has not 
demonstrated a judicially cog-
nizable interest in the manner 
in which another State con-

ducts its elections. All other pending 
motions are dismissed as moot,” the 
court said in an unsigned order. In 
effect, they punted. All court chal-
lenges were over.

The last resort was the Electoral 
College. Could some of the electors 
be persuaded to not cast their votes 
as they are sworn to do based on 
their states’ popular votes? It did 
not happen. The Electoral College 
met in mid-December and certified 
Joe Biden as 46th President of the 
United States.

On January 5, 2021, there was 
a runoff election for two US Senate 
seats in Georgia. Despite asser-

A Bloodless Coup d’ Etat*
by Cal Elliott, 

CLRW Associate Member, 
Retired communication consultant 
and corporate publications writer, 

editor and manager

“Texas has not demonstrated a judi-
cially cognizable interest in the manner in 
which another State conducts its elections. 
All other pending motions are dismissed 
as moot."
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tions about election shenanigans in 
those races, two Democrats there 
were declared the winners. The US 
Senate thus was divided 50-50, with 
any tie-breaking vote to be cast by 
Vice President Kamala Harris.

There 
was still one 
last card to 
be turned 
over in this 
“Texas Hold 
’em” game of 
certifying the 
newly elected 
president. 
The US Con-
gress must 
meet and 
accept the votes of the Electoral 
College unless there are objections 
to the vote count by one or more 
representatives and a Senator from 
the state. This meeting happened 
on January 6, 2021, in the US Cap-
itol Building, in the chamber of the 
House of Representatives.

At same time, incumbent Pres-
ident Donald Trump was holding 
a large “Save America” rally (es-
timated at 70,000+ people) of his 
faithful followers a few 
miles away. At the end of 
his remarks, he told them 
to “do the right thing,” and 
let your representatives 
know how you feel. He 
did not tell them to storm 
the Capitol, attack anyone 
or break into the building 
– despite the reports of 
the mainstream media.

The timing of the 
events on January 6 is 
critical. Some protesters 
were already at the Cap-
itol, wearing helmets, 
leather protective vests, 
eye- and face-protection 

goggles, etc. They neither dressed, 
nor acted like typical Trump rally 
attenders. They also arrived be-
fore the "Save America" rally was 
over. Eventually the protest at the 
Capitol turned into a riot, police 

were overwhelmed, weapons were 
brandished, people were hurt, and 
the Congressional deliberations 
were interrupted until later that 
night. Any objections to the states’ 
acceptance of the Electoral College 
votes were lost in the chaos and the 
altered mood of the Congressional 
representatives. The Electoral Col-
lege vote was accepted by Congress 
late that night.

Shortly thereafter, the Speak-
er of the House called for armed 
National Guard troops to be posted 
around the Capitol and a wall (ac-
tually a chain link fence with razor 
wire on top) be put up around the 
building to protect against any fur-
ther incursion by “insurrectionists.” 
Eventually, about 25,000 troops 
came to Washington, D.C., many 
of whom are still there almost two 
months later. To date, these defens-
es have not been breached, battle-
ments scaled, or soldiers attacked. 
All is quiet on the Eastern Front.

As a side note, in a coup d’ etat, 
the successors usually surround the 
seat of government with troops, 
heavy weapons and barriers to 
maintain their authority and rule.

*According to Merriam-Web-
ster dictionary, a coup d’ etat is a 
sudden, decisive exercise of force, in 
politics especially, the violent over-
throw or alteration of an existing 
government by a small group.

Three jackasses, four chickens, and two guys standing strong for the Constitution.



Election Integrity

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot
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Many of us are still reel-
ing from the results of 

the presidential election of 2020. 
Our anxiety is primarily driven by 
being powerless to challenge the 
legitimacy of the results. There is a 
preponderance of forensic and an-
ecdotal evidence which will never 
see the light of day in a courtroom. 
It is blatantly unfair, and frank-
ly un-American; the reasonable 
grievance of tens of millions of 
American voters is disregarded by 
the courts. It’s not a Trump “thing,” 
as reported by the press. It is a 
voter thing. Every election suggests 
possible voter “disenfranchisement.” 
We now have a real-world example 
of what that looks like. It is on such 
a grand scale that it would seem 
impossible to ignore – yet it is.

Media reports that former Pres-
ident Trump has failed miserably 
to have the results of a free and fair 
election thrown out. Numbers vary, 
but it is claimed that 80+ courts 
have rejected challenges to the elec-
tion’s integrity. This misrepresenta-
tion serves as justification that the 
courts and media “got it right” and 
that another assault on our cher-
ished democracy has been averted. 
The reality is that the cases were 
not thrown out after prudent con-
sideration; they were never heard. 
That is typical of the abridged 
reporting of the mainstream media. 
They are masters of redaction and 
creating half-truths. “Fake news” is 
too generous an indictment. Any 
challenge to the election results 
is reported as a Trump temper 
tantrum to steal President Biden’s 
election unlawfully. That allegation 
is not valid. Voters implored the 

court to review the evidence, and if 
judged to be truthful on its merit, 
throw out the illegal votes. That was 
the essence of what he asked. That 
is the essence of what we ask. It is 
an undeniably legitimate petition. 
To dismiss a reasonable challenge 
such as this is problematic – legally, 
ethically, and morally.

The loss of confidence in our 
election process has brought us to 
a place we have never been before. 
Many Americans view the 2020 
election as a watershed moment. 
For over two centuries, we have en-
joyed a historic run of free and fair 
elections followed by the peaceful 
transition of power. This time-hon-
ored tradition is now under threat. 
Here’s how I see it. Elections are 
relief valves in the boiler room of 
political conflict. As issues and 
positions near the boiling point 
before the election, everyone finally 
gets to “vent” by voting according 
to their convictions. This success 
relies on the election being fair for 
all voters to enjoy equal represen-
tation in voting. The legitimacy of 
any election requires the “one man, 
one vote” doctrine. If that trust is 
destroyed, it will never be com-
pletely restored. 

So, we get screwed out of one 
election, albeit an important one. 
What could possibly go wrong? The 
answer is “plenty.”

For no other reason than illus-
trating where we might be head-
ing, consider this: If you deprive 
patriots of their power at the ballot 
box, with no legal recourse, all they 
have left is the power of the ammo 
box. I assure you that what I just 
wrote is not a call to action nor a 

white supremacist “dog whistle” –
whatever the hell that is. It’s merely 
a historical reference to tyranny 
encountering a steadfast group of 
very unhappy armed citizens who 
feel they have been betrayed. 

What about the thousands 
of individuals who filed sworn 
affidavits under threat of perjury 
affirming election fraud? I wish 
these honorable men and women 
no harm, but why isn’t the media 
and the left going after them? If the 
storming of the Capitol Building on 
January 6 was a result of the man-
tra, “Stop the Steal” by “Trumpers,” 
why are these November 3rd poll 
workers not being brought up on 
charges of insurrection and treason 
for alleging election cheating and 
dishonesty? Could it possibly be 
that those charges would be adju-
dicated appropriately within the 
justice system based on testimony 
and evidence? Cross-examination 
and discovery? Witnesses and 
corroboration? Does it make sense 

 We have a systemic “trust” problem

SPOILER ALERT: Tyranny 
loses when the people bear arms 
to exercise their God-given right 
to self-protection and their legal 
claim of self-determination. 

continued on page  20



  

to you that the media just lets this 
opportunity slide but will spend 
days berating a United States 
senator for taking his kids to the 
beach during a winter snow-
storm? I know; it was a rhetorical 
question. The media is, of course, 
incapable of the notion of fair play, 
much less its practical application. 
They shun any venue that would 
challenge their “narrative” or force 
them to defend it. They are cow-
ards to the last.

Can any good possibly come 
out of all of this? It was disgraceful 
that our Capitol suffered damage 
and heartbreaking that lives were 
lost. It never should have hap-
pened and should never happen 
again. True patriots condemn the 

Continued from page 19 violence and mourn the deaths of 
the innocent. We detest the indig-
nity of occupation of OUR Capitol 
by “protesters.” 

I also believe that our beloved 
Capitol, occupied by self-serving 
“politicians,” is damaging and an 
indignity in and of itself. The tem-
porary occupation of the Capitol 
Building did send a message of 
sorts. Had there been an HEB in 
D.C., our COVID-19 run on toilet 
paper here would have paled in 
comparison. Many of our lawmak-
ers experienced what can only be 
described as a “pucker factor” expe-
rience. I hope they remember their 
anxiety that day. As concerned 
citizens, we have worries of our 
own regarding the survival of our 
constitutional republic.   

Politicians should under-
stand that when our fear of 
losing freedom, liberty, and the 
rule of law subsides, their fear of 
our uprising will as well. 

I am convinced that the only 
reason we enjoy our First Amend-
ment rights is because we have 
our Second Amendment rights. 
Let us all pray that what Thomas 
Jefferson warned in 1787 does 
not become a reality and that our 
country can find peace within its 
borders again.

“The tree of liberty must 
be refreshed from time to 
time with the blood of patri-
ots and tyrants.”                                                       

by Sue Piner
Comal County Republican Party Chair

Comal County Republican Party   
"Freedom is lost gradually from an 
     uninterested, uninformed, 
               and uninvolved people."   Thomas Jefferson         

We are a RED county 
surrounded by Blue 

counties. They will be coming after 
us. What can we do? Plenty!

The Comal County Republi-
can Party Strategy going forward 
to keep Texas and Comal County 
strong includes:

Remembering our God-given 
rights – pray for our County, our 
State and our Nation.

1 Have a strong Voter Registration 
program, encourage volunteers to 
become Deputy Voter Registrars,

and host neighborhood pop-up 
Voter Registration events,

2 Develop a pool of  Election Judg-
es and clerks and support workers 
with clear training and backup. 

3 Recruit and train poll watchers.

4 Recruit Election Campaign 
workers to hold up signs and flags 
outside election locations.

5 Support the efforts of County 
Precinct Chairs in community 
involvement to educate voters.

6 Increase Texas GOP Education 
about our Platform -vs- the Dem-
ocrat Platform and know our nine 
Legislative priorities. 

7 Stay tuned to the current Legisla-
tive Session via live streaming and 
checking daily reports.

8 Be visible to our community at 
rallies like the Tea Party and Trump 
Train/Patriot Train.

9 Identify candidates who are will-
ing to train, obtain funding, and 
prepare to be elected.

10 Recruit, educate and encourage 
participation of diverse groups of 
young people, hispanic, black and 
others in our community to see the 
Wisdom of our Founding Fathers. 
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The Comal County Repub-
lican Party (CCRP) sa-

lutes the Canyon Lake Republican 
Women and all the Republicans 
of Comal County who worked so 
hard throughout 2020 to #Keep 
Texas Red! The unfortunate result 
of the presidential election is a 
reminder that if Texas turns “blue,” 
the Country will never have anoth-
er Republican President!

In 2021, we have turned our 
attention to activism in the com-
munity. Our Precinct Chairs, vol-
unteers, and CLRW members have 
been turning out in large numbers 
for Deputy Voter Registrar train-
ing. We hope all active Republicans 
will take this free, one-hour train-
ing course. 

CCRP also led an initiative to 
collect and donate non-perishable 
food items and hygiene products to 
the New Braunfels Food Bank. The 
generosity of Comal County Re-
publicans resulted in nearly 11,000 
meals donated in a two-week col-
lection period!

Comal County Republican Party
Retiring 

Precinct Chair 
(203), Carol 
“Bucky” Smith, 
retired after 
serving in that 
position since 
1964!  She was 

honored by the CCRP and repre-
sentatives from all Comal Repub-
lican clubs, at a ceremony held on 
February 22nd. Thank you, Bucky, 
for your hard work and dedication.

by Susan Walker
Comal County Republican Party
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Susan Walker and Sue 
Piner were honored at the 

Texas Federation of Republican 
Women’s Tribute Luncheon in 
November, 2020, along with other 
ladies from clubs all across Texas. 
Every even numbered year, TFRW 
honors outstanding Republican 
Women. Susan and Sue work tire-
lessly for the County Republican 
Party and Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women. We are happy to have 
them as part of our club! Thank 
you for all your hard work!

•  •  • TFRW Tribute to Women 2020  •  •  •  

Sue Piner, County Republican Party Chair, and Susan Walker, CLRW 1st VP – Programs



We, as Republicans, are all 
still recovering from the 

November 3rd election. Although 
we don’t like the results, we are sav-
vy enough to know that we must 
accept the electoral college results 
and move on to the things where 
we have more control!

A main project of CLRW is 
to provide workers for the Comal 
County Republican Party. Mem-

 Campaign Activities    
by Sharon Monge, 
Campaign Activities bers of CLRW can help maintain 

the Republican visibility in Comal 
County by volunteering to work 
one or more shifts per month at 
Headquarters. The office is open 
weekdays from 10 AM to 2 PM 
requiring four people each day. 

Volunteer jobs include: answer-
ing the phone • answering voter 
questions • taking donations • 
distributing information, signs, and 
campaign material to voters • reg-
istering voters to vote • preparing 
mailings • and updating records on 
the computer.

If you are a trained volunteer, 
please use the Sign-Up Genius on 
our website. If you have not vol-

Since CLRW has members 
in every corner of Comal 

County, each will want to do their 
“due diligence” in regards to candi-
dates. 

Comal ISD has three positions 
for 3-year terms on the ballot: 
• District 1– Tim Hennessee elect-
ed in 2018. Challenger is Brittany 
Soto (student) 
• District 2 – David Drastata elect-
ed in 2009, seeking his 5th term. 
Challenger is Courtney Biasatti 
(youth development director) 
• District 5 – Michelle Ross elected 
in 2018, running for 2nd term.

NBISD has two positions for 
3-year terms on the ballot: 
• District 3 – Eric Bergquist elected 
in 2018, running for 2nd term

unteered before, come by during 
regular hours for a quick training 
session, or email me at sharon-
hall2755@sbcglobal.net with the 
date you prefer to work and some-
one will be there to work with you.

As we all know, we are facing a  
local election on May 1. All filings 
are complete, so it is time to effect 
the vote for individuals who govern 
our daily lives. These elections are 
non-partisan and therefore are not 
identified as Republican or Demo-
crat. Therefore, it is important that 
you look at each person carefully. 
Does their record coincide with 
your values? 

• District 5 – Sherry Harrison elect-
ed in 2009 is retiring. Running is 
Stephen Minus.

These are all single-member 
districts and voters must live within 
the respective district to vote on 
these candidates. 

Canyon Lake Community Li-
brary District will be on the ballot.

Section 11 Guadalupe Region-
al Flood Planning Group will have 
a vacancy on the ballot.

NB City Council has two seats 
up in this election: 
• District 3 – Harry Bowers seek-
ing 2nd term. Challenger is Kevin 
Robles (retiree) 
• District 4 – Matthew Hoyt is 
retiring. Running are Joy Harvey 
(homemaker) and Lawrence Sprad-
ley (retiree)

 • • •  Upcoming Local Elections  • • •
Uniform Election 

May 1, 2021

LAST DAY to Register 
Thursday, April 1

FIRST DAY of In-Person 
EARLY VOTING 

Monday, April 19

LAST DAY of In-Person 
EARLY VOTING 

Tuesday, April 27

LAST DAY to apply for a 
Ballot by Mail 

Received – not postmarked 
Tuesday, April 20

LAST DAY to receive a 
Ballot by Mail 

Saturday, May 1  • 7 PM
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Official's Corner by Bobbie Koepp, 
District Clerk, 
Comal County

Hello Comal County. My 
name is Bobbie Koepp, 

and I represent you as your County 
Clerk. My office oversees the elec-
tions in Comal County. I know that 
the issue of elections has been a 
really big and important topic, and 
I want to address some questions 
that were asked of me.

 The name of the voting ma-
chines we use here in Comal Coun-
ty is Hart Verity 2.4.2. The life span 
of these machines is approximately 
10 to 15 years. Currently there 
are two companies that have been 
certified by the Secretary of State’s 
office for voting machines. Those 
two companies are Hart and ES&S. 
We have been a customer of Hart 
for approximately ten years. We 
selected Hart because they provide 
a reliable product and great service. 

Our voting machines are not 
connected to the Internet at all; 
they are a standalone system. They 
daisy chain to one another for pow-
er supply but have never been con-
nected to the Internet. On Election 
Day in November 2020, our voting 
machines were never down. What 
did happen is the poll pads, which 
contain a computerized list of 
qualified registered voters in Comal 
County, went down at 7 AM.  

KNOWiNK is the service com-
pany for the poll pads and their 
servers went down. The servers 
were down for about two and a 
half hours that morning. These poll 
pads are not attached to the vot-
ing machines at all. The poll pads 
are connected to the Internet; this 
enables the poll pads to talk to one 
another throughout the county. The 

Elections Office conducts an L&A 
(Logic and Accuracy) test on each 
voting machine and poll pad before 
each election. This verifies that all 
the equipment is working properly.

When the voting is complet-
ed on Election Day, the control-
ler* and the voting machines are 
brought to the main Elections 
Office at 396 N. Seguin Ave., New 
Braunfels. The main office is where 
all the votes are counted. All votes 
are tabulated in the Elections Office 
under the supervision of myself 
and the Elections Coordinator.

 The main office receives all 
mail-in ballots, early voting equip-
ment and Election Day equipment 
to tally the votes. Mail-in ballots 
are processed by the Early Voting 
Ballot Board. The Ballot Board con-
sists of individuals selected by the 
Republican and Democrat parties. 
There is an appointed presiding 
Judge over the Board as well as sev-
eral members that represent both 
parties. It is the job of the Ballot 
Board to open all mail-in ballots, 
pull the application for ballot-by-
mail request, look for similarities in 
signatures, and process these bal-
lots. Each member carefully looks 
at each ballot. I feel very confident 
with this Board as their processes 
are proficient. Each voter registra-
tion card has a residence address 
and a mailing address. If the mail-
ing address happens to be a PO 
Box, the ballot is still counted as all 
other ballots are. Each ballot that is 
verified and eligible is counted. 

According to the 2010 census, 
the population for Comal Coun-
ty was 108,472. Comal County 

is growing quickly. For the 2020 
election we had 116,067 registered 
voters. Currently we are at 117,000 
registered voters. If you take the 
registered voter number in 2020 
and divide by the population ac-
cording to the 2010 census we are 
at 107%. We have had a big in-
crease in voter registration growth 
in the county.

Lastly, I would just like to say 
thank you to Comal County for 
your support. I am honored to 
serve you and have always said that 
I will follow the law and do what 
is right for Comal County. I have 
a compassion for working with 
and serving the people. My door 
is always open, and if I can answer 
any of your concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.
* The controller is the root of the elec-
tion equipment. It is programmed to 
talk to the voting machines and bring up 
the correct ballot. When a vote is cast, 
it sends a message to controller that it 
saves in two locations and on the voting 
machine. 

Editors Note: I approached Bobbie 
to write an article for our "Official's 
Corner," a requirement for TFRW club 
newsletters. In light of the suspected 
voter fraud during the November 3rd 
election in other states, her answers are 
extremely pertinent to affirming that 
all valid votes count in Comal County. 
Bobbie was most gracious to oblige and 
welcomed questions that I posed. 

Thank you Bobbie for writing this 
informative article! And thank you, your 
staff, and the many volunteers who work 
so diligently to ensure our votes count.
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2020 Executive Board
President ............................ Carolyn Besselman

1st VP – Programs ....................... Susan Walker

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ....... Brenda Potter

2nd VP – Membership .................Becky Swindal

3rd VP – Fundraising .....................Maria Seiler

Recording Secretary .......................Darla Elliot

Corresponding Secretary ..........Rebecca Garrett

 .............................................  & Betty Thomas

PAC Treasurer .........................Chrystina Power

Past President/Parliamentarian .. Marsha Cooper

Standing Committees
Americanism & Leadership ...........Jeanne Slupik

Awards/Achievements ................... Patti Johnson

Campaign Activities .....................Sharon Monge

Caring for America ..................... Brenda Potter

Community Engagement & Voter Registration .... 

 ........................... Beryl Josephson & Julie Vick 

State Legislation .........................Karen Hobson

Federal Legislation ............................. Geri Kile

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Political Action & Publicity ........... Belinda Frisk

Social/Hospitality ............................ Janet Blum

Social Media/ Webmaster ................. Carol Little

Special Committees
Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Military Liaison ...........................Melinda Rapp

Scholarship ............................... Ruth Diamond

Representatives
GSAC ......... Carolyn Besselman & Melinda Rapp

State Republican Executive Committee .............

 .............................Kris Coons & Mark Dorazio

TFRW ........................................Sylvia Gartner
The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends that you think 

might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect 
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and 
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!

March 2021         Page 24

YES! You can protest!
B O Y C O T T

Be a wise conservative and don't support 
the liberal agenda of businesses 

that support the ideology of the left.
Check out businesses

before making purchases!

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening
Mar 8 –  Executive Committee Meeting - Zoom  - 
1 pm  

Mar 17 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - County Criminal District 
Attorney, Jennifer Tharp, speaker

Mar 23 – CLRW CHAT (Chicks Having an Awesome 
Time) 3 - 5 pm - The Barn at Crane's Mill - 3941 FM 2722, 
New Braunfels 

Apr 8 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  - 
1 pm  

Apr 21 – CLRW Annual Luncheon - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville  - 11 am - Cat Parks, Vice Chair, 
Republican Party of Texas, speaker

May 10 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  - 
1 pm  

May 19 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Loren Spivak, founder 
of Free Market Warrior, speaker

Sep 18 –  CLRW Fish Fry FUNdraiser


