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by Jeanne Slupik

Named "BEST NEWSLETTER" for a Jumbo Club by the Texas Federation of Republican Women for FOUR YEARS!

Greetings!

continued on page 2

I am so proud of Canyon 
Lake Republican Women 

(CLRW) and the contributions 
we have already made this year 
to keep Comal County and Texas 
RED! 

One of the first challenges for 
an incoming club president is to 
ensure she has chairmen for all of 
our standing committee positions. 
Having these positions filled is 
vital to us to support candidates 
and our community, including the 
Texas Federation of Republican 
Women and the National Fed-
eration of Republican Women. 
And we have the awards to prove 
it! By the first week in January, 
we had all the positions filled. 
“Thank you” for agreeing to serve 
as chairmen of our standing com-
mittees!!!  

On January10, at the CLRW 
Budget Meeting, we accomplished 
a “first” in the history of our club. 

Due to the phenomenal success of 
the 2021 FUNdraiser, the commit-
tee not only recommended $15,000 
towards candidate donations, but 
also recommended the donations 
be split with funds designated to 
support the Primary election and 
the remaining designated for the 
General election. 

Later that same day at our 
Executive Committee meeting, we 
approved $6,750 for Primary elec-
tion donations and $8,250 for the 
General election. At our January 
business meeting, I presented our 
recommendation to the full mem-
bership, and the motion passed. 
We had all checks for our Primary 
election candidates mailed out by 
the end of January. 

The Comal County Republi-
can Candidate Forum, sponsored 
by the Comal County Republi-
can Party, was held on January 
17 at the Village Venue in New 
Braunfels. Over 40 candidates or 
their surrogates were in attendance. 
For many of us, it was our first 
opportunity to meet the candidates 
and hear them speak. CLRW was 
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Continued from page 1
in charge of refreshments, and our 
members were kept busy as the 
venue was full of hungry Repub-
lican voters! As I recall, we had 
just a few nibbles left by the end of 
the night. CLRW extends a huge 
thank you to the Comal County 
Republican Party headquarters’ 
team for a well-organized and 
highly informative event!

On January 29, ten CLRW 
members attended the Texas 
Federation of Republican Women 
(TFRW) Leadership Day 2022 in 
San Marcos. Our own Carolyn 
Besselman, and our District Di-
rector, Sylvia Gartner, served as 
Leadership Day Co-Chairs. Car-
olyn and Sylvia truly deserve our 
sincere congratulations for creat-
ing an exceptional event, from the 
venue to the excellent workshops 
and networking opportunities. 

By the time this newsletter is 
published, the Primary election 
will have concluded, and we will 
be moving on to the Runoff elec-
tion and the General election. 

Many of you were very actively 
engaged in supporting your can-
didates – a busy and exciting time, 
especially if you are new to the 

process! I was especially impressed 
with the number of candidates or 
their surrogates who attended our 
January and February business 
meetings. 

As a TFRW club, we adhere to 
the TFRW Policy on Candidate 
Fairness in that “all Republican 
candidates…shall be treated fairly 
and equitably.” As most of you 
know, the club president and the 
Political Activities Chair cannot 
endorse candidates during the 
Primary election. It is important to 
me that all Republican candidates 
understand they are welcome at 
our meetings and are given equal 
opportunity to speak to our mem-
bers.

Our newsletter, The WAVE, 
continues to win accolades and 
awards due to the remarkable 
talent and patience of our editor, 
Barbara Knight. She creates four 
newsletters a year, and they are not 
only spectacular, but they tell OUR 
story. Barbara agreed to remain as 
editor this year but requested an 
assistant to help gather information 
and assist with preliminary editing. 
We are so thankful to have Julia 
Anne Tepera volunteer to assist 
her. I know they will be an awe-
some team!

Last December, I asked Carrie 
Hynes to oversee our Facebook 
page and become the webmaster 
for our website: canyonlakerw.
com. Thankfully, she agreed and 
you can expect numerous changes 
in the upcoming months. Please 
help us improve both sites by 
providing photos, notices of up-
coming events, etc. Please send all 
information to me at: president@
canyonlakerw.com, and I will 
forward it to Carrie. We are an 
amazing club with very involved 
members, BUT you would not 
know it by looking at our current 
Facebook page or website.

We have already posted the 
flyer for our March business 
meeting. Matt Rinaldi, Chairman 
of the Republican Party of Texas 
(RPT), will be our guest speaker. 
Do not miss this meeting as this is 
the perfect month to learn about 
Mr. Rinaldi, his vision for Texas 
and the RPT Convention in June!

Be sure to make your reserva-
tion for our “Wild About Texas” 
Membership Luncheon on April 
20. We will once again hold a 
“Best Hat” contest, so get busy! 
CLRW loves our hat contests – so 
show us what you can create! 
 Faith • Family • Freedom

GSACwas estab-
lished to “co-

ordinate and support the activities of 
the member clubs,” and “to facilitate 
cooperation” among organizations 
of the Republican Party in the 
greater San Antonio area. It meets 
on alternate months – usually the 
first Wednesday except during 
summer. 

We kicked off the year 2022 with 
the January meeting being held at 

Anne Marie’s Catering in San Anto-
nio. Marsha Cooper and Melinda 
Rapp represented CLRW. Officers 
for the new two-year term were 
introduced, including our own 
Carolyn Besselman as First Vice 
President (Programs). 

Our speaker, John Lujan, State 
Representative for District 118, 
spoke on the importance of the 
Latino vote and the political shift 
among that demographic; Latinos 

are beginning to recognize that 
their values align with Conserva-
tive principles.

In March, the GSAC meeting 
was moved to Friday to not fall too 
close to the Primary elections held 
on the first Tuesday. Jeanne Slu-
pik and Marsha Cooper were in 
attendance. Our speaker was State 
Republican Executive Committee 
(SREC) man Francisco Canseco of 
Senate District 26.

Greater San Antonio Council of the Texas Federation of Republican Women by Marsha Cooper
GSAC  Representative



March 2022          Page 3

The Canyon Lake Republican 
Women’s float in the 2021 

Canyon Lake Noon Lions Christ-
mas Parade depicted the theme “A 
Baby Changes Everything” with 
Baby Jesus in the Manger. 

The theme was selected to em-
phasize our support for babies in 
the womb. Carolyn Besselman 
and her husband, Jerry, were a 
huge part of decorating the trailer 
this year. Betty Thomas graciously 
allowed us to park the trailer at her 
home the night before to decorate 
so we had minimal set-up Saturday 
morning. 

Christmas Paradea baby changes everything by Brenda Potter
2021 Assistant 1st Vice President-Events

CLRW members Betty Pickard, 
Paula Schuldheisz and Madison 
Evans rode in the float accompa-
nied by all of the wonderful chil-
dren who enjoyed the experience 

immensely. It was a cold, blustery 
day, but our members withstood 
the cold to show that Canyon Lake 
Republican Women support life!

CLRW annually 
awards 

two high school seniors first-year 
continuing education scholarships. 
Students must attend Canyon Lake 
High School or Memorial Ear-
ly College High School (in New 
Braunfels) from the Canyon Lake 
HS feeder pattern. 

Comal ISD has implemented 
a new scholarship platform “Going 
Merry.”  This is a secure, web-based 
program providing students with a 
connection to scholarships. 

The student creates an individ-
ual profile that, in addition to basic 
information, also captures such 
things as: GPA, extracurricular or-
ganizations/clubs, sports, employ-
ment, awards/honors, household 
income and other topics. 

The application also requires a 
high school transcript and a max-

Scholarships by Ruth Diamond
Scholarships

imum one-page essay on “Why I 
am deserving of this scholarship.”   

The window for students to ap-
ply for all local scholarships is from 
January 21 through March 4. On 
March 7, I received the scholarship 
applications electronically and then 
distributed them via email to four 
other CLRW members who gra-
ciously volunteered to review and 
help select the two finalists. These 
four women are: Christine LoDe-
stro, Teresa Pick, Brenda Potter 
and Cheryl Zeise-Jewell. 

The Scholarship team will 
have approximately three weeks to 
individually review the applications 
we receive. We will meet as a group 
during the fourth week to make the 
final selection of the two recipients. 

Each of the students will be 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship for 
their freshman year of continuing 

education. The high school will no-
tify each student, and he or she will 
be presented a certificate of this 
award at the Senior Awards Night 
ceremonies held in May. 

CLRW then gathers their 
assigned student numbers at the 
colleges they plan to attend, and 
a check is mailed directly to the 
school for the students’ use.

CLRW is proud to annually  
recognize two worthy area seniors 
for their achievements in high 
school and offer financial assistance 
as they further their education.
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CLRW Christmas Luncheon

The annual CLRW Christ-
mas Luncheon was held on 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021, at 
the Lakeside Golf Club. 

CLRW reflected upon another 
successful year by giving thanks 
for its many blessings and induct-
ed officers to serve on the 2022 
Executive Committee. The follow-
ing officers were sworn in for the 
upcoming year by Sheriff Mark 
Reynolds. 
President ................................ Jeanne Slupik

1st VP-Programs ............... Marsha Cooper

Asst. 1st VP-Events ....... Paula Schuldheisz

2nd VP-Membership ............Brenda Potter 

3rd VP-Fundraising.... Carolyn Besselman 

Corresponding Secretary .....Becky Garrett 

Recording Secretary ............... Beth Bready 

PAC Treasurer .........................Cindy Payne

It was our honor to welcome 
Senator Donna Campbell as the 

guest speaker. She reminded us that 
there is no other Texas to move to 
and how fortunate we are to live in 
the Lone Star State. 

The luncheon was catered by 
our very own member, Laurina 
Anderson, with Tis’ So Sweet and 
Treats. She served a fabulous lunch 
of roasted chicken, meatloaf roll-
ups, mashed potatoes, green bean 
casserole, rolls and salad. Although 

our members brought their own 
incredible desserts, as they have 
always done in the past, we couldn’t 
pass up Laurina’s Sweet Potato Pie 
this year!

 And, continuing CLRW’s  
Christmas tradition, many club 
members decorated tables in their 

Cindy Payne, Becky Garrett, Beth Bready, Carolyn Besselman, Sheriff Mark Reynolds, 
Jeanne Slupik, Marsha Cooper, Paula Schuldheisz and Brenda Potter

by Brenda Potter
2021 Assistant 1st Vice President-Events

Maria Broderick and Belinda Frisk, 
winners of the "Always Smiling Contest"

favorite Christmas decor. They out-
did themselves again this year with 
tables that were award-worthy. 

CLRW members enjoyed the 
meal and fellowship with other 
like-minded women. It was a grand 
time to close out an exciting year 
for our club.
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CLRW Meetings by Marsha Cooper
1st Vice President-Programs

In January 2022, we had a fa-
miliar face as our CLRW guest 

speaker, State Representative Kyle 
Biedermann, who gave us both a 
review of the 2021 Legislative Ses-
sion and an update on the upcom-
ing elections. 

Seeing Representative Bieder-
mann was bittersweet as he is 
well-respected in the House and 
well-loved at CLRW; it is also his 
last year as our state Representa-
tive. He has chosen not to run for 
another term and will again be 
“just” a Fredericksburg business 
owner with time to spend with his 
grandchildren and aging parents. 
We wish him and his family the 
best!

In February, our very own Nor-
ma Castilla-Blackwell, Executive 
Director of CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates), was 
scheduled to be our guest speaker. 
Unfortunately, CASA’s auditors ar-
rived, and Norma had to miss the 
CLRW meeting in order to answer 
their questions. 

In Norma’s place, CASA's Com-
munity Relations Coordinator, Elo-
ise Hudson, spoke from the heart, 
explaining the mission and impor-

tance of the organization. She also 
encouraged our members who have 
a passion for serving children-at-
risk to become CASA advocates.

Representative Kyle Biedermann

Jeanne Slupik, Eloise Hudson, Marsha Cooper

Missed a meeting?
Watch it on our website!

As is our practice – and 
responsibility – a com-

mittee was formed to review the 
2021 financial records during the 
first week of 2022. According to 
the CLRW bylaws, the 1st Vice 
President (and others if selected) 
must meet with the previous PAC 
Treasurer to examine the bank and 
computer records of the club. As 
such, I met with both the outgoing 
and incoming treasurers.  

Chrystina Power, last year’s 
treasurer, provided all bank state-
ments, checks, deposits and Quick-
books reports from 2021. Cindy 
Payne, the new treasurer, and I 
were guided by the Audit ques-
tionnaire provided by TFRW. The 
records were found to be complete 
and accurate. We determined that 
CLRW had followed all financial 
rules as set forth in our bylaws. 

At the first general meeting of 
the year, I was pleased to report 
that the Committee agreed the club 
finances for Canyon Lake Repub-
lican Women had been handled 
properly and accurately. Another 
job well done!

Scheduled for the March 16 
meeting is the Chairman of the 
Republican Party of Texas, Matt 
Rinaldi. He will speak to the club 
on his goals for the state’s Repub-
lican Party and the importance of 
attending the state convention. This 
is one meeting not to be missed!

At our April Membership Lun-
cheon, we will meet and hear from 
Kit Whitehill, president of the 
Texas Federation of Republican 
Women. I’m sure she will enjoy our 
fun-filled event, and we look for-
ward to hearing her share the latest 
TFRW news with us! 

Later in the year, we will hear an 
update from our State Senator, Dr. 
Donna Campbell. She has been 
rescheduled from February because 
she had a Republican opponent in 
the Primary election, and we were 
following TFRW’s rules on Candi-
date Fairness. 

CLRW has been so proud and 
fortunate to welcome such an 
impressive array of distinguished 
speakers!

Audit Report



There are three reasons 
why a budget is done 

every year including: 
Fiscal responsibility: 

Budgeting plays an essential role 
in the effective utilization of club 
resources. 

Financial success: Bud-
geting helps our club achieve its 
objectives. 

Accountability: Budget-
ing provides a means of con-
trolling income and expenditures.

The Canyon Lake Republican 
Women bylaws require the elected 
PAC Treasurer to chair the Finance 
Committee. This committee is re-
quired to provide a projected bud-
get for the fiscal year and submit it 
to the membership for approval at 
the first meeting in January.

The following officers serve on 
the Finance Committee: President, 
First Vice-President, Assistant First 
Vice-President, Second Vice-Presi-
dent, Third Vice-President, Record-

Why do a budget every year? by Cindy Payne
PAC Treasurer

ing and Corresponding Secretar-
ies.

The 2022 Finance Committee 
met on January 10 to prepare a 
Projected Budget. The budget was 
then submitted to the member-
ship and approved at the January 
19th meeting.

Our budget is an important 
tool to translate CLRW general 
plans into specific, action-oriented 
goals.

March 2022          Page 6
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Caring for America 

by Brenda Potter
Caring for America

December is always a busy 
month; however, our 

club members made 
it a point to get into 
the schools and give a 
little something to the 
students and teachers 
at Rebecca Creek El-
ementary and Moun-
tain Valley Middle 
Schools. 

We delivered dic-
tionaries to 3rd grad-
ers at the elementary 
school and Electoral 
College booklets to 
8th graders at the mid-
dle school. 

CLRW members 
are fortunate to be able to go into 
history classes to teach a short 
lesson about the Electoral College 

giving back to our schools

Marsha Cooper, Cheryl Zeise-Jewell, Ruth Diamond and Carolyn Besselman

Lorrie Hartnett and Carolyn Besselman

Carolyn Besselman and Julia Anne Tepera

so students could become familiar 
with using the booklets. They were 
very receptive and actually knew 
quite a lot about the Electoral Col-
lege already. That says a great deal 
about their terrific teachers! 

Staying engaged in our schools 
is critical, and CLRW is happy to 
give a little something back.

A big thank you goes out to all 
our volunteers: Julia Anne Tepera, 

Lorrie Hart-
nett, Mar-
sha Cooper, 

Carolyn Besselman, Sonja 
Chapman, Cheryl Zeise-Jewell, 
Ruth Diamond and Betty Pickard. 
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On February 10, three 
CLRW members spent 

a fun day buying and delivering 
$556.97 of much-needed dona-
tions to the Brooke Army Medical 
Center Fisher House at Fort Sam 
Houston. 

Fisher House relies on financial 
assistance from the Government 
and on donations from organiza-
tions like Canyon Lake Repub-
lican Women. Twice a year, our 
club pitches in to supply Fisher 
House with the supplies they need 
to make the families comfortable 
during their stay.

Because of your generosity, we 
were able to supply items such 
as sugar, creamer, coffee, various 
cleaning supplies, blankets, dishes 
for leftovers, batteries and kitchen 
supplies.

If you would like to volunteer 
to go on a “purchasing and deliv-
ery mission,” please let me know. I 
guarantee it will be a trip you will 
always remember with great pride. 
This is a wonderful and greatly ap-
preciated service in which CLRW 
enthusiastically participates.

Thank you CLRW for continu-
ing this uplifting Caring for Amer-
ica Project.

The following information was 
taken from fisherhouse.org website. 
“It all started with one… One man 
and one idea that was sparked by 
one conversation. One idea grew 
to the first Fisher House that has 

Fisher House
by Melinda Rapp
Armed Forces

helping Veterans & their families

Robyn Stewart, Fisher House Manage, Star Carey, Associate Member, 
Jeanne Slupik and Melinda Rapp 

grown to over 90 Fisher Houses 
and supported hundreds of thou-
sands of families. This network 
of comfort homes was created to 
provide a sense of normalcy during 
medical crisis and it all started with 
just…one. 

Zachary Fisher was a build-
er, philanthropist and patriot. He 
began working in construction at 
the age of 16 to help support his 
immigrant parents. He and his two 
brothers 
formed Fish-
er Brothers 
and eventu-
ally became 
one of the 
real estate 
industry’s 
premier res-
idential and 
commercial 
developers.

Zachary 
was already 
committed 
to support-
ing the U.S. 
Armed Forc-
es, but one 
phone call 
changed the trajectory of his in-
credible legacy. Pauline Trost, the 
wife of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions in 1986, had watched a family 
exit a helicopter with their luggage 
at the National Naval Medical 
Center, Bethesda and wondered 
where they would stay. Knowing 
the hotels in the area are costly, she 
knew this would be a huge burden 
on families facing medical crises.
She mentioned it to her husband, 

who in turn told Zachary. ‘I’m a 
builder. That’s what I do for a living. 
I can do this.’ Zach and Elizabeth 
Fisher dedicated more than $20 
million to the construction of com-
fort homes for families of hospital-
ized military personnel to stay free 
of charge in support of their loved 
ones when they need it most.

Brick by brick, these houses 
were built, and a foundation was 
created for life-changing experi-

ences for those who walk through 
Fisher House doors.

One may seem like a small 
number and maybe even insignif-
icant, but Zachary Fisher is the 
example of how important one can 
be. One dollar, one supporter, one 
fundraiser – all part of the legacy 
that has changed the lives of our mili-
tary, veterans, and their families.”



I was fortunate this year to 
co-chair the 2022 

Leadership Day in 
San Marcos with 
our amazing Dis-
trict Director, Sylvia 
Gartner. Although 
Leadership Day 2022 
is now history, it was a 
resounding success!

On Friday, January 
28, there was a morning Meet and 
Greet with candidates from all over 
the state. The new 2022 officers of 
the Texas Federation of Repub-
lican Women then met for their 
first Board meeting of the year. The 
new officers came out energized 
and ready to lead the over 12,000 
members of TFRW into the “Texas 
Battle of a Lifetime.” President Kit 
Whitehill shared that our members 
will be the force that “Leads the 
Way” and keeps this state RED!  

Later that evening, the Patron 
Event was a huge success with guest 
speaker, Joni Marquez, a retired 
Air Force Captain. She shared an 
emotional testimony of what she 
experienced August 6, 2011, when 
Taliban forces took down the U.S. 
helicopter Extortion 17, killing all 
38 occupants aboard. There was 
also a welcome reception with 
a wonderful spread of food and 
music.

The next morning, things really 
came alive with almost 350 wom-
en eager to step up and learn new 
leadership skills and network with 
other clubs. This influx of anxious 
leaders participated in day-long 
workshops and the general session. 

by Carolyn Besselman
Co-chair2022 Leadership Daybuilding strong leaders

The work-
shops were 
designed to get 
everyone start-
ed on the road 
to a successful 
year. Some of 
the sessions 

were geared 
toward treasurers and the 

Texas Ethics Commission guide-
lines. Other sessions addressed 
fundraising, using social media, 
growing and expanding clubs, as 
well as many other important and 
informative topics. 

Steve Munisteri was the guest 
speaker at the lun-
cheon and gave a 
rallying talk on the 
“State of Texas” and 
what we must do 
to keep ‘Beto’ from 
being elected. It was 
also a time for net-
working with other 
clubs and having 
the opportunity to 
make new friends.

Later 
that af-
ternoon, 
George P. 
Bush, Louie 
Gohmert 
and Eva 
Guzman 
were fea-
tured speak-
ers at the 
Attorney 
General 
Forum. 

They did an outstanding job 
and made it very clear that our 
border MUST be protected. 

Leadership Day was a great 
success, and I’m sure we helped 
to inspire some future leaders. It 
occurs every other year; so if you 
missed this one, put it on your 
radar for 2024. TFRW has so many 
ladies stepping up running for 
office this year! Will you be one in 
the future?

Beth Bready, Brenda Potter, Marsha Cooper, Chrystina Power, Becky Swindal, 
Cindy Payne, Carolyn Besselman, Patti Johnson, Jeanne Slupik & Belinda Frisk

George P. Bush, Louie Gohmert, Eva Guzma and Kit Whitehill
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Border Care Project
by Cindy Payne

Border Patrol ChairIn addition to delivering 
much-needed supplies to 

the Rio Grande Valley Sector 
Border Patrol Agents, the 
Border Care Project is now 
providing supplies to the Del 
Rio Sector. All supplies benefit 
border agents, soldiers, troop-
ers and other first responders. 
Several trips were made last fall 
to both locations. 

This year, a trip to the Rio 
Grande Valley is 
planned for late 
March, and anoth-
er trip to Del Rio 
is in the planning 
stages for late May.

 Canyon Lake 
Republican Wom-
en continue to be 
generous in do-
nating supplies for 
our Texas Border 
Patrol Agents. 
These supplies 
are collected at all 
CLRW meetings 
and then packed 
into the trucks, 
SUVs and cars of 
Republican wom-
en traveling on 
the next trip to the 
border.

Please contribute to this 
most worthy cause by picking 
up one or more of the items 
requested by Border Patrol 
Agents the next time you go 
shopping.

• Hand Sanitizer
• Bug Spray
• Sunscreen
• Individually-wrapped 
   towelettes 
• Individually-wrapped     

     wound wash

During 2022, my goal is to 
exponentially increase 

traffic on both our website and 
social media platforms. To do so, 
we need your help! Please submit 
any news, pictures, articles, etc. that 
would be of interest to the Canyon 
Lake Republican Women to car-
rie.hynes1413@gmail.com.   

Are you familiar with our 
website, www.canyonlakerw.com, 
or the Canyon Lake Republican 
Women page on Facebook? If not, 
please check them out and click 
“like” or follow. I will be updating 
both sites several times a week to 
keep them fresh and interesting.

PowerPoint presentations will 
be part of all monthly business 
meetings. All officers, chairs and 
committee members are asked to 
submit any content you plan to 
present by the Monday prior to the 
monthly meeting.

In addition, the business meet-
ing presentation will be available 
on-line on our website the day of 
the meeting. If you cannot attend 
the meeting, or would like to revisit 
the topics discussed, you can easily 
access the presentation that will be 
in PDF format.

I welcome any comments on 
what you would like to see on our 
website!

CLRW Media
by Carrie Hynes
Social Media &Webmaster
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How many fun and mean-
ingful things are there to 

do in and around the Canyon Lake 
area? Plenty! 

You might be asking yourself:
How can I support the local 
nonprofit organizations in 
their service activities and 
fundraisers?

When is early voting? 

What are important election 
dates, times and voting loca-
tions in Comal County?  

Are there any festivals or 
events happening soon, like 
the Comal County Fair?

I accepted the Chair of Com-
munity Engagement and Relations 
here at CLRW since I believe in 
supporting my community, and 

Community Engagement    Relations

1

2

3

4

I’ve always been a big fan of local 
events. So, every month, with your 
help and suggestions, I’ll publish 
my research of Canyon Lake and 
the surrounding area events includ-
ing who, what, when, where and 
why. 

Between the Canyon Lake 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
various social media sites, there’s 
no shortage of information. But I 
do need your help, too! Which or-
ganizations are you affiliated with? 
Do they have any upcoming events 
or important dates people should 
know about? Do you have any pub-
lic service announcements of interest 
to our members?  

I’m planning to attend the 
Canine Classmates (founded by 
CLRW’s own Donna Dishman) 

annual Gala 
event on 
April 1, 2022, 
at the McK-
enna Events 
Center. 
Tickets are 
$75 and are 
available at 
canineclass-
mates.org. Come join us!

Have grandchildren nearby?  
Heritage Museum of the Tex-
as Hill Country is sponsoring a 
Spring Break Dinosaur Camp 
March 16-17, 2022. For more infor-
mation: museum@gvtc.com.

Send your events to me, Diane 
Schaule, by the first of each month 
at schaules@gvtc.com so I can help 
spread the word. Thanks!

by Karen Hobson
LegislationLegislative

The Texas Legislative Con-
ference is a nonpartisan 

organization of Texas business and 
political leaders who meet annu-
ally in New Braunfels to focus on 
public policy issues. For decades, 
this event has been an inspiration 
to thousands who have gathered 
to hear respected individuals offer 
their insights and to honor those 
whose impact has changed the face 
of business and politics in Texas. 

In addition to the presentation 
of the Texan of the Year Award, the 
conference provides opportunities 
to hear from leading elected offi-
cials, decision makers and subject 
matter experts on important issues 
that affect our great state. The con-

The Texas Legislative Conference
ference culminates with a luncheon 
and keynote address by a promi-
nent leader whose work is directly 
affecting Texas.

This year, the 56th Texas Leg-
islative Conference will be held 
March 24-25, 2022, at the New 
Braunfels Civic/Convention 
Center. On Thursday evening, the 
reception will honor our 2022 Tex-
an of the Year, U.S. Congressman 
Kevin Brady. 

On Friday morning, the half-day 
schedule will include breakfast and 
an opening session, featuring Dr. 
Henry Cisneros; a panel discussion 
on the economy; a panel discus-
sion on politics; and a luncheon 
and keynote address by Tom Luce, 

founder of 
Texas 2036.

CLRW 
will be an 
Associate 
Sponsor of 
this year’s 
event, and several of our members 
will be attending the conference. If 
you’d like to attend as well, tick-
ets are $55 (plus convenience fee) 
for either the Thursday evening 
reception or the Friday morning 
sessions and luncheon. To attend 
both, the tickets are $95 with an 
additional convenience fee. They 
may be purchased from: chamber-
innewbraunfels.com/texas-legisla-
tive-conference/details/.

& 
by Diane Schaule, Community Engagement / Relations
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At the 2021 biennial Texas 
Federation of Republican 

Women Convention, Canyon Lake 
Republican Women received so 
many state awards (five) that Gov-
ernor Abbott said to our president, 
Carolyn Besselman, “You again? 
You might as well stay up here with 
me!” What a nice compliment – 
one that we certainly appreciate 
and feel is well-deserved! 

CLRW Awards & Achievementshow we do itby Patti Johnson
Awards and Achievements

News Flash!
CLRW can count hours 

that are worked for other 
community organizations 
in addition to those worked 
for CLRW. They will be 
counted in our submission 
for TFRW awards. 

So, if you are a mem-
ber of Rotary Club, Lions, 
CRRC, CCRP, Pilot, church 
groups, etc. that provide 
public service in the com-
munity, the hours you work 
can be counted under the 
TFRW categories of Caring 
for America and American-
ism.

CLRW hopes members’ 
husbands who volunteer 
their time in the communi-
ty become CLRW Associate 
Members. So sign them up, 
ladies! That way, we can 
count their hours too! 

CLRW encourages Pri-
mary and Associate Mem-
bers to use our website 
to  report the hours they 
donate each month to any 
community cause! 

Most Outstanding 
Americanism Project

. . . 
Best Caring for America 

Project
. . .

Most Campaign Hours
. . .

Best Newsletter
. . .

For Achievements that 
Define Excellence and 

TFRW Objectives

CLRW takes its goals seriously, 
and our membership shows great 
dedication and pride in contribut-
ing to the Republican cause. 

We believe in freedom, capital-
ism and in the future; we show it by 
working towards those goals. 

We show up, stand up, talk it 
up, and get up to do the work that 

needs to be done! We support those 
who seek public office with hands-
on activities to promote what we 
believe to be right. We joined 164 
other Republican Women’s clubs in 
Texas who turned in over 2 million 

volunteer hours in 2020 – 2021...
and that was during all those fun 
quarantines! 

We get recognized for what we 
do. The candidates know and ap-
preciate the importance of our hard 
work for which they don’t even 
have to pay! They often publicly 
recognize our club for our efforts. 
Yeah! But we do not toil for the 
recognition – we do it because it is 
right, and we realize we must fight 
for the future of our families. We 
are women of faith and dedication 
to the United States of America 
and the Republican Party.

YOUR simple mission is to go 
and do the good work – and then 
report it on our club’s website. It is 
so easy! 

Even if you only work one hour 
a day, that adds up to 30 hours 
a month. And you know you do 
more than that, especially now 
in the middle of election season. 
Every minute you spend working 
for “the cause” or for candidates, 
counts toward our volunteer hours 
– so do block walking, phoning, 
and traveling to the political events 
that are going on. 

If you are working the polls, 
those hours count, too! If you are 
a paid worker, you may not count 
hours for which you are paid, but 
may count the hours getting ready 
and traveling to and from the elec-
tion site. You will surprise yourself 
by how much work you really do 
– not for the recognition, but for the 
success we achieve! We encourage 
you to go out, make a difference 
and let me know what you’ve done. 
You will be proud, and so will we!    



by Chrystina Power
Americanism & Homeland Security ChairAmericanismI scream for Eskimo Pie

Danish immigrant Christian 
Kent Nelson, a candy store 

owner and schoolteacher, claimed 
he received his inspiration for the 
Eskimo Pie in 1920 in Onawa, Iowa 
when a boy came 
into his store and 
could not decide 
whether to buy ice 
cream or a choco-
late bar. 

After numerous 
experiments at-
tempting to adhere 
melted chocolate to 
bricks of ice cream, 
Nelson began selling his invention 
under the name “I-Scream Bars.” 
In 1921, he filed for a patent and 
reached an agreement with local 
chocolate manufacturer Russell 
Stover to mass-produce them 
under the new trademarked name 
“Eskimo Pie” (a name suggested 
by his wife, Clara Stover) and to 
create the Eskimo Pie Corpora-
tion. After a patent was issued on 
January 24, 1922, 
Nelson franchised 
the product which 
allowed ice cream 
manufacturers 
to produce them 
under the name 
Eskimo Pie. The 
patent, which ap-
plied to any frozen 
confection encased 
in candy, was later 
invalidated in 1928. 

Stover sold his share of the busi-
ness and then formed the chocolate 
manufacturer Russell Stover Can-
dies. Nelson became independently 
wealthy off the royalties from the 

sale of Eskimo Pies. In 1922, one 
million pies were sold every day.

Nelson then sold his share of the 
business to the United States Foil 

Company, which 
made the Eskimo 
Pie wrappers. 
He retired at a 
young age, but 
reportedly out 
of boredom, 
rejoined what 
was then-called 
Reynolds Metals 
Company (now 
part of Alcoa) in 

1935, inventing new methods of 
manufacturing and shipping 
Eskimo Pies as well as serv-
ing as an executive until his 
ultimate retirement in 1961.

In 1992, Nelson died at the 
age of 99. In that same year, 
the Eskimo Pie Corporation 
was spun off from Reynolds 
in an initial public offering as 
an alternative to an acquisi-

tion that Nestlé had 
proposed in 1991.

Illustrator Gyo 
Fujikawa created the 
original round-faced 
child icon for the 
brand. 

CoolBrands 
International, a 
Canadian company, 
acquired the Eskimo 
Pie Corporation 
in 2000. Originally 

a yogurt maker, CoolBrands at 
one point owned or held exclusive 
long-term licenses for brands such 
as Eskimo Pie, Chipwich, Weight 

Watchers, Godiva, Tropicana, 
Betty Crocker, Trix, Yoo-hoo and 
Welch’s. The company encountered 
financial difficulties after losing 
its Weight Watchers/Smart Ones 
license in 2004. By 2007, it began 
selling off core assets, and in Febru-
ary 2007, Eskimo Pie and Chipwich 
were sold to the Dreyer’s division 
of Nestlé. 

In 2020, Dreyer’s announced 
that the following year, 2021, they 
would change the former brand 
name to “Edy’s Pie.” The Edy’s 
name is in honor of Joseph Edy, a 
candy maker and one of the found-
ers of Dreyer’s. 

Editor’s Note: 
According to Wikipedia: “In wake of 
the 2020-2021 George Floyd protests, 
the name was changed to Edy's Pie, 
in recognition of Dreyer's co-founder, 
candy maker Joseph Edy. The former 
name referred to a “colonial name” for 
Inuit, Yupik, and Aleut peoples, which 
is considered an unacceptable form of 
cultural appropriation by many mem-
bers of the tribes.”
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Political Activities    
by Sharon Monge 
Political Activities

Well, what a fun time 
of the year!! 

How lucky we are to live in a RED 
bastion of Texas. However, as Re-
publican Women, we must contin-
ue to be diligent in getting out the 
VOTE.

As we are all aware, Comal 
County has grown exponentially...
with even more growth predicted 
in the coming years! The County 
Commissioners have been forced 
to change the boundaries of several 
precincts. Check your blue Voter 
Card to determine your current 
precinct.

A precinct is the smallest 
political unit of registered voters. 
That being said, precincts are still 
too large for only one person. It 
requires several volunteers to 
help! 

We need new Precinct Chairs 
for Precincts 109, 202, 208 and 
307. If you live in one of these 
precincts, please consider vol-
unteering to be a Precinct Chair. 
Contact Sue Piner, Comal Coun-
ty Republican Party Chair at 
suepiner@hotmail.com.

Precinct work is a per-
son-to-person (grassroots) opera-
tion. Here’s how you can help!

everyone is needed!
What is a precinct? 

Get to know the Repub-
lican voters in your pre-
cinct.

Train to be a Deputy Voter 
Registrar.

Locate and register unreg-
istered Republican sup-
porters in your precinct.

Stay in contact with your 
precinct by setting up an 
email list of all supporters. 

Support General election 
Republican candidates.

Get Out The Vote (GOTV) 
for Republicans on Elec-
tion Day.

The Primary is 
now behind us, as 
well as the Precinct 
Conventions, which were held on 
March 5, 2022. I hope you were 
fortunate enough to be involved. 
If you were selected as a delegate 
at your Precinct Convention, 
then you are a delegate to the 
Comal County Convention. 

The Comal County Conven-
tion will be held on March 26, 
2022 at First Protestant Church 
in the Fellowship Hall at 172 W. 
Coll at 10 am. At that time, you 
will meet with other delegates 
from your precinct. You will 
vote on all resolutions passed by 
the Precinct Conventions and 

elevated to the County Platform 
Committee. Those resolutions that 
are passed by the County Conven-
tion will then be forwarded to the 
State Convention for a vote by that 
body. 

The State Convention will be 
held in Houston at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center from 
June 16 to June 18, 2022. At that 
convention, we will elect the RPT 
Chair, the Vice-Chair and the 
SREC representatives. Those reso-
lutions that are passed at the State 
Convention will become part of 
the Texas GOP Platform.

     Please 
read the cur-
rent GOP Plat-

form, which contains 33 pages 
and is published on the texasgop.
org website. After acquainting 
yourself with this document, you 
will recognize that the grassroots 
supporters of the Republican 
Party of Texas believe in this 
platform and expect our leaders 
to uphold these truths through 
acknowledgments and actions. 
2022 is a VERY IMPORTANT 
year for the future of Texas. 

We Must Keep Texas and 
Comal County RED!!!

Time to get to work!!!
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The Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) has re-

vealed that drug cartels 
are using social media 
and smartphone apps to 
flood the United States 
with Fentanyl.

In 2021, the DEA 
seized over twenty 
million pills of Fentan-
yl, enough to kill every 
American citizen.

DEA officials warn that drug 
cartels in Central America are 
mass-producing fentanyl and 
fentanyl-laced pills 
using chemicals 
sourced largely 
from Asia. These 
fake pills are de-
signed to appear 
nearly identical to 
legitimate prescrip-
tions such as Oxy-
contin®, Percocet®, 
Vicodin®, Adderall® 
and Xanax®. 

The drug car-
tels are harnessing social media 
platforms to bring drugs laced 
with fentanyl and fake prescription 
pills into American homes with 
one click on a smart-
phone. Currently, 
drug overdose claims 
a new victim every 
five minutes.

During a recent 
surge of activity, 
federal, state and 
local law enforcement 
seized more than 
1500 pounds of fentanyl and over 
eight million fake prescription 

pills. Some of the drug traffickers 
involved were using social media 

apps such as Snapchat, 
Facebook, Facebook 
Messenger, Instagram, 
TikTok and YouTube.

To quote DEA Ad-
ministrator Ann Mil-
gram, “Drug cartels are 
harnessing the perfect 
drug trafficking tool: 

social media apps that are available 
on every smartphone. They are using 
these platforms to flood our country 
with fentanyl. The ease with which 
drug dealers and cartels can operate 

on social media 
and other popular 
smartphone apps is 
fueling our nation’s 
unprecedented 
overdose epidemic.”  

In order to 
counter this surge, 
the DEA launched 
the One Pill Can 
Kill campaign to 
inform the Amer-

ican public of the dangers of fake 
prescription pills. The only safe 
prescription medications are ones 
prescribed by a trusted medical 

professional that you 
get from a licensed 
pharmacist. All other 
pills are unsafe and 
potentially deadly. For 
more information, vis-
it DEA.Gov/onepill. 

In conclusion, 
every parent, family 
member and friend 

should take a few minutes to share 
a simple message: One Pill Can 
Kill!

Homeland SecurityOne pill can kill
by Chrystina Power

Americanism & 
Homeland Security Chair

Editor's Note:
According to Wikipedia: Fen-

tanyl was first made in 1960 as a 
powerful opioid and approved in 
1968 for medical use in the US. 

Its use was for anesthesia and 
to treat pain. It is used for pain 
relief after surgery and to de-
crease the amount of inhalational 
anesthetic needed for emergence 
from anesthesia. 

It is also commonly used in the 
medical field because of its quick 
onset of action. It is used as part 
of spinal anesthesia in obstetrics 
because of its short time to action 
peak and rapid termination from 
the body. 

In addition, it is used in the 
management of chronic pain, in-
cluding pain caused by cancer. It 
is used in palliative care, combat 
medicine and was used in Af-
ghanistan in the form of lollipops 
for combat casualties from IED 
blasts and other trauma. It can 
be administered in a number of  
ways including orally, transder-
mal patches and intravenously. 
Proper doses and extreme care 
in administration of the drug in 
combination with other medi-
catines are necessary by medical 
professionals.
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Let’s continue to get the word 
out about Canyon Lake Re-

publican Women!  
Our newsletter, The WAVE, web-

site, canyonlakerw.com, and our 
Facebook page are great ways for 
current members, as well as future 
and potential members, to connect 
to learn about everything CLRW.

 They are great assets to see what 
CLRW does in and around the 
community, as well as legislative 
issues, election and candidate 
information, upcoming events, past 
events and so much more! 

In addition, the Herald-Zeitung 
(New Braunfels) has kindly agreed 
to print any photos we send in. We 
also submit photos to the Texas 
Federation of Republican Women 
for them to share on their website, 
www.tfrw.org and in their newslet-
ters.  

How can you help?
When you are out and about 

in our community, please think 
about taking a photo or two that 
you think might be of interest 
and enjoyable for others. You can 
email them to me at bsfrisk@
gmail.com or give me a call at 
830.708.6103 if you have any ques-
tions.

Publicity
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CLRW members are 
smart, motivat-

ed, dedicated… and they can cook!  
Thank you to all who volun-

teer to bring treats to our meetings 
each month. The time we have 
before meetings is special, and you 
help make it that way. It provides a 
time to gather and talk with fellow 
members over a cup of coffee and 
something great to eat.

Here is a tried-and-true recipe 
you will enjoy that was recom-
mended by our President, Jeanne 
Slupik, for Double Fudge Cream 
Cheese Pecan Brownie Bars.
Batter:
½ cup butter
1 oz. unsweetened chocolate
1 cup sugar
1 cup flour
2 cups chopped pecans
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs 
  
Filling:  
6 oz. cream cheese
½ cup sugar
2 Tbs. flour
¼ cup softened butter
1 egg
1 tsp. vanilla
¼ cup chopped pecans
1   6 oz. package chocolate chips

Hospitalitybring a savory or sweet
by Janet Blum 

Hospitality

Frosting:   
¼ cup butter
1 oz. unsweetened chocolate
¼ cup milk
2 oz. cream cheese
3 cups powdered sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups miniature marshmallows
Brownie/bar layer: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Grease and flour a 9 x13-inch pan. 
In a large saucepan, melt ½ cup 
butter and 1 oz. chocolate. Add 
remaining bar ingredients and mix 
well. Spread in prepared pan. 
Filling layer: 
Cream filling ingredients except 
chocolate chips, mixing well. 
Spread filling over chocolate batter, 
then sprinkle with chocolate chips. 
Bake for 30 minutes. Sprinkle with 
marshmallows and bake 2 minutes 
longer. 
Frosting: 
Melt butter, chocolate, milk and 
cream cheese. Stir in powdered 
sugar and vanilla until smooth. 
Pour over marshmallows immedi-
ately and swirl together. Cool and 
cut into bars.

by Belinda Frisk
Publicity



Wild Wild 
about

Canyon Lake Republican Women
Annual Membership Luncheon

Wednesday, April 20, 2022  • 11 am
Lakeside Golf Club

Turkey & Ham Sandwiches  •  Pasta & Green Salads  •  Sliced Cheese  •  Chips
•  Tea, Coffee & Water  •  Desserts

$20  •  Maximum of 100 guests
Prizes for Best Hat that fits the theme & Door Prizes!

Special Guest Speaker
Kit Whitehill

President, Texas Federation of Republican Women 
RSVP Brenda Potter by April 13  •   Brenda@a2Binsuranceservices.com or 830.708.6587
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CLRW will be cel-
ebrating its 

members at our annual Member-
ship Luncheon on April 20, 2022, 
at the Lakeside Golf Club. Our 
theme this year describes us per-
fectly – we are “Wild About Tex-
as!”  

Members plan to be in full 
bloom again this year showing off 
their hats in a Wildflower Texas 
Best Hat Contest. The first place 
winner will receive a beautiful 
wildflower Texas-themed gift bas-
ket. Gift baskets will also be given 
to second and third place winners.

In addition to the Best Hat 
Contest, all attendees will have a 
chance to win one of three door 
prizes. Everyone who attends the 
luncheon will receive a ticket to 
receive one of the gift basket door 
prizes. Every member who brings 
a guest will receive an addition-
al ticket for a door prize – so bring 
your family members and friends!  

Come out and have a great time 
meeting new people and enjoying a 
scrumptious lunch. CLRW mem-
ber Laurina Anderson, with Tis’ 
So Sweet & Treats, will cater the 
event. She will serve delicious sand-
wiches, pasta and salads. 

CLRW Membership Luncheon
There will also be an array 

of amazing desserts provided by 
members. We still need a few more 
volunteers to bring desserts – so 
please email me at brenda@a2b-
insuranceservices.com and let me 
know if you can contribute. 

it's going to be a wild event!
by Brenda Potter

Membership

How can YOU help 
make the 

a memorable one?  
Purchase your tickets by

April 13
Invite family and friends

Whip up a delicious dessert
Donate wildflower Texas-themed 

items for the gift baskets

Mark April 20 
on your calendars 

Come with your best hat to impress
 We are celebrating YOU 

so don’t miss it!! 

Kit Whitehill, current TFRW 
President, is scheduled to be our 
guest speaker. We are excited to 
hear what she has to share with the 
membership.

The ticket price for the lun-
cheon is $20. There is a 100-guest 
maximum this year with an RSVP 
deadline of April 13. Hurry and get 
your name on the list!! Go to our 
website, canyonlakerw.com and 
under the flyer click on Share the 
Money to complete your reserva-
tion and payment information.

Donated items for the gift and 
door prize baskets that comple-
ment the theme of the luncheon 
would be much appreciated. Please 
drop off your items at the March 
meeting or at A2B Insurance Ser-
vices at 18382 FM 306, Suite 102 
in Hancock by the end of March. 
Contact Brenda Potter if you 
need to arrange to have your items 
picked up.

2022 Membership 
Luncheon

2022 Membership 
Luncheon
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As your elected District 
Director, I am proud to 

represent you as your club’s link to 
TFRW. My duties consist of:
• Representing the SD 25 Republi-

can Women Clubs on the TFRW 
Board of Directors

TFRW connection by Sylvia Gartner
District Director SD 25develop & grow!

• Voting on issues that come before 
the board

• Informing Clubs about events and 
club opportunities

• Helping keep Clubs on top of 
membership and award deadlines

• Connecting to the Executive 
Committee between board meet-
ings



2022 Republican Candidates Forum
On January 17, 2022, the 

Comal County GOP and 
all the Comal County Republican 
clubs, including Bulverde Spring 
Branch Conservative Republi-
cans, Canyon Lake Republican 
Women, Mission Hills Republican 
Women, New Braunfels Conser-
vatives, and the Republican Club 
of Comal County, joined forces to 
host a Candidate Forum.

by Susan Walker

primary
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This event boasted an excellent 
turnout with an attendance of 44 
candidates and approximately 350 
very interested voters. There was no 
cost to attend this event, either to 
the candidates or the ticket hold-
ers, thanks to the generosity of our 
incredible Republican clubs.

Heading the effort was Susan 
Walker, Chair (CLRW), Anita 

CLRW members Bob Slupik, Jeanne Slupik, Melinda Rapp, Becky Swindal and Janet Blum

Maria Seiler registered guests Barbara Knight greeted guests

Carolyn Besselman and Karen Hobson served 
while Jerry Besselman iced water bottles

Valdez, Vice Chair (NBC), Mary 
Wohl, Candidate Liaison (RCCC), 
Naomi Narvaiz, Public Relations/
Flyer (NBC), Carolyn Besselman 
and Karen Hobson, Refreshments 
(CLRW), Donna Lee, Security 
(MHRW), Susan Allick, Staffing 
(MHRW), Kaci Sisk, Promotion 
(BSBCR), Sharon Monge and 
Todd Frisk, Audio/Visual (CLRW) 

and Sue Piner, Comal County Re-
publican Party Chair. What a great 
group of WOMEN!!!

They all had plenty of help 
from their club members, Repub-
lican volunteers, law enforcement 
and the staff at The Village Ven-
ue. A special thanks to the New 
Braunfels Conservatives for its 
generosity in providing the location 
for the Forum…it was packed wall 
to wall.

Thanks to all the Republican 
candidates for providing us with 
some great choices. Best of luck!



Courage is KEY

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot
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continued on page 21

The joy of being in my 70s is 
winning the trifecta in the 

art of aging. I can be honest. I can 
be vocal. I can wear sneakers with 
a suit. This time of reckless glee 
came into my life when my broad 
mind and narrow waist changed 
places. I surrender to the notion 
that the threat of a life sentence 
is not nearly the deterrent for me 
that it once was. Subtlety is not my 
strong suit, but civility and fair-
ness are. My goal here is to speak 
the truth and share my perspective, 
as warped as it may seem. I will 
be painfully truthful and humbly 
respectful to the extent that it is 
merited. 

Following are some initial 
thoughts to ponder before you read 
my unapologetic opinion. A lack of 
civility does not subdue courage; it 
inspires it. The First Amendment is 
like a muscle; exercise it or lose it. 
Although it can be painfully slow in 
coming to light, the truth ALWAYS 
prevails. Lies are but a lingering 
fog that disappears in the illumi-
nation of truth. The truth is like a 
lion. It doesn’t need to be defend-
ed; it needs to be set loose. When 
someone tells you they “misspoke,” 
they admit telling you the truth by 
accident.

 So, what the hell is going on? 
The leadership of the greatest 
country in the history of the world 
is stringing together more disasters 
than a conga line at Happy Hour. 

“Physical bravery is an animal 
instinct; moral bravery is much 
higher and truer courage.” 

Wendell Phillips
We surrendered our energy 

independence and, therefore, 

the national security of Ameri-
ca – and perhaps any remaining 
ally. Why? Because our leadership 
owed climate change extremists 
false hope that they could rewind 
God’s 4.5-billion-year-old Creation 
because a Democratic Socialist said 
life as we know it is over in 2031. 
Where were the president’s lead-
ership and courage, provided he 
possessed either, to say “NO?” 

The ideology of the radical left 
is like watching a game of pinball. 
We are cats trying to catch a laser 
dot wielded by a deranged child. 
When I look at who is running our 
country, I haven’t seen this many 
fruitcakes in one place since the 
Christmas of ’54. But wait, there’s 
more – we can look forward to 
being “schooled” by the ice cream 
man on the dangers of clinging 
to evil fossil fuels while the green 
new world awaits our disillusioned 
embrace. (Just a preview of his 
State of the Union address.) You’re 
welcome.

“In any moment of decision, the 
best thing you can do is the right 
thing, the next best thing is the 
wrong thing, and the worst thing 
you can do is nothing.”

Teddy Roosevelt
A Lilliputian egomaniac has 

trolled our leadership and exposed 
the fact that our president can-
not tell the difference between a 
real threat to our sovereignty and 
security and the “Bogeyman.” His 
inability to think strategically in a 
rapidly changing world will be the 
stuff of legend.

 Mother Russia decides to play 
“remember when” in Europe, and 

our president threatens sanctions. 
But these are special sanctions! 
They will ratchet up each time 
Putin does something else we don’t 
like. Those are not sanctions; those 
are permission slips to let our en-
emies see how far they can push us 
before the price of admission goes 
up. When the Risk/Reward scale 
finally tips “Risk,” our enemies will 
take their winnings with a “just 
what I was expecting” smile and 
begin planning future excursions. 

I’m sure Ukrainian spirits 
soared when our administration 
offered to help them secure their 
borders. That is comparable to a 
drunkard offering to drive you to 
an AA meeting. Courage demand-
ed the harshest possible sanctions 
imposed when the military buildup 
began on Ukraine’s border if mit-
igating any threat of invasion was 
the goal. Our leadership provided 
crickets. 

But remember, this is the same 
group of deep thinkers who trust-
ed the Taliban to provide our safe 
withdrawal from Afghanistan. 

“Patriotism means to stand by 
the country. It does not mean to 
stand by the president.” 

Teddy Roosevelt
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In the president’s defense, con-
sidering his high-octane team of 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Aus-
tin, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Mark Milley 
and Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken providing him their sage 
counsel, success was never a rea-
sonable expectation. At best, they 
create the illusion of another ‘Peace 
in our time’ Neville Chamberlain 
experience. Couple this with the 
complicit on-air support of the 
mainstream media “presstitutes,” 
and the gaslighting of our percep-
tion of reality continues. 

It matters who you surround 
yourself with, and every ship of 
fools needs a captain. 

Ahoy there, Mr. President.
“He is a man of courage who 

does not run away but remains 
at his post and fights against the 
enemy.”

 Socrates 
So, where do we see the courage 

of people fighting for their free-
dom? Where do we see patriots 
stand up and say “NO?” Who are 
those so possessed by the ideal of 
liberty and self-determination that 
they are willing to die to live it?

Look no further than a small 
46-acre wind-swept island in the 
Black Sea, about 30 miles off the 
southern tip of the Ukrainian 
mainland. Thirteen Ukrainian 
troops posted there on Snake Is-
land as border guards were ordered 
to surrender by a Russian warship. 
They could have, but they didn’t, 
even knowing they could suffer the 
death penalty for their resistance. 
This is a fight for their country, 
their homes and their families. A 
battle to remain free. What soldier 
walks away from that responsibili-

ty? There would be no submission 
to fear – courage trumps coward-
ice. 

After the Russian naval ship 
ordered them to surrender, the 
Ukrainian soldiers told them to 
screw off – literally. 

“Russian military ship, go f**k 
yourself,” they replied by radio. 

Their courage held out, but 
their ammunition didn’t. They were 
forced to surrender.

The Ukrainians have gifted 
Putin with his own “Let’s Go Bran-
don” moment. God bless them. 
All tyrants must be called out by 
“We the people.” Silence is not an 
option unless tyranny is your hope. 
How will history recall the defiant 
stand against tyranny at Snake Is-
land? Will it move fearful people to 
be hopeful that all is not lost? His-
torical fortunes of war and peace 
have shifted on less. The courage of 
the guards on Snake Island makes 
a difference. Their patriotism and 
willingness to die for something 
they believe in will give people 
throughout the world hope that 
there remains in the human spirit 
the daring to say not just “no,” but 
“HELL NO!”

"Do Something Now. If not you, 
who? If not here, where? If not 
now, when?"

Teddy Roosevelt

Our president still has the 
opportunity to do the right thing. 
As many times as he has snatched 
defeat from the jaws of victory, fate 
has given him another chance to 
recover some dignity as a leader. It 
won’t be easy. Our president has to 
choose between protecting Amer-
ica’s interests or the agenda of the 
lunatic fringe of socialist wingnuts 
who pull his strings.

His only course of action is clear 
to all. Turn on the spigot. Make 
America first again and remove the 
financial burden of bad policy from 
the shoulders of the American peo-
ple. Unleash the energy resources 
of the United States and remind 
socialists and communists what the 
power of unconstrained capitalism 
looks like. Show Putin and any 
other despot what an absolute sup-
ply chain failure looks like. Show 
America’s allies that we have the 
power to effect change on the world 
stage, and we are not ashamed - 
nor hesitant – to do it. We can be 
the world’s energy supplier, and a 
deal with America does not create a 
hostage situation. 

No sanction is as effective as 
choking off the flow of money. No 
sanction is as effective as provid-
ing an option to an ally free from 
extortion. The president has been 
given a short window in time to 
act. It is critical to send Putin’s Red 
Bear back to Russia and end the 
suffering of Ukrainians. I have faith 
in the Ukrainian people. I believe 
Russia is in for a hell of a fight they 
did not expect. America has never 
been a spectator in meaningful 
world events; we have no choice 
but to act, and that time is now.        

I’ve never seen a “BUILD BACK 
BETTER” hat. But around here, 
someplace, I have a red hat that 
means something. Every Ameri-
can should hold that hat and think 
about what it says. When we make 
America great, it doesn’t just ben-
efit us. It benefits the world. Never 
forget that.

“The lack of courage 
is the death knell for 
honor and character.” 

Continued from page 20
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Make your reservations TODAY!
Gold Tickets – $500

Reserved premium seating, cocktail reception and 
portrait photo with Dr. Ben Carson

Silver Tickets – $250
Reserved area seating, cocktail reception and portrait 

photo with Dr. Ben Carson

General Admission Tickets – $100 
Overflow Area Tickets – $50

Large screen viewing

The Comal County Re-
publican Party office at 265 
Landa, New Braunfels, is 
OPEN from 10 AM to 2 
PM weekdays. We need two 
individuals to sign up for 
each day. PLEASE bring a 
covering for your nose and 
mouth – and be sure to social 
distance while working until 
you feel safe.

Get YOUR Tee!
Volunteers help answer the 

phone; answer questions; take 
donations; distribute informa-
tion, signs, campaign mate-
rials; register voters; prepare 
mailings and update computer 
records. To volunteer, use 
Sign-Up Genius at – https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
409084caeae2ca2f94-volun-
teer.

In stock at Headquarters!

Training for new volunteers is held every Monday 
10 AM to 2 PM. 
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We can all agree that the 
last two years have high-

lighted the need and importance 
of mental health services. Isolation 
and being away from our normal 
activities takes its toll, but the crisis 
is not new; it touches us all.

I have been serving on the board 
of our local mental health author-
ity, Hill Country MHDD, since I 
took office. Several months after I 
became involved, one of our veter-
ans fell through the cracks in the 
system. It was then that I discov-
ered the issue: everyone who had 
an important part to play in the 
process was not communicating 
with one another. 

Bringing everyone together to 
address the problem became the 
beginning of our Mental Health 
Stakeholders group. The conversa-
tion was started, and understand-
ing each other’s roles became the 
basis of partnership. When I asked 
those involved if they wanted to 
meet only when we were faced 
with problems, the answer was a 
resounding “No.”  They wanted to 
meet every three months, which we 
have continued to do since 2009. 

To me, this was the beginning 
of Comal County and its partners 
leveraging resources to make a dif-
ference. In 2014, McKenna Foun-
dation facilitated community-wide 
conversations. Their focus made 
a difference. McKenna gave us a 
grant in 2015 to start the Mobile 
Crisis Outreach Team (MCOT), a 
partnership between law enforce-
ment and Hill Country MHDD.  
MCOT can de-escalate, safely plan, 

and visit individuals while getting 
them services or into inpatient 
facilities quickly, if necessary. 

We have focused on all fronts 
since that time. It took a few years, 
but in 2015, the Veterans Treat-
ment Court (VTC), with assistance 
from Judge Stephens, not only 
became a reality but an unquali-
fied success. Lives were saved and 
futures became attainable. This 
Court is supported by a grant from 
the Texas Veterans Commission.  
I encourage you to attend a gradua-
tion or, if you are a veteran, become 
a mentor.

The Canyon Lake Rural Mental 
Health Clinic, operated by Hill 
Country MHDD, opened its doors 
in July 2018, as the result of part-
nerships and advocacy. Canyon 
Lake Presbyterian Church gra-
ciously provided the building for 
the clinic. 

The clinic filled very quickly 
and now hosts satellite services in 
the Bulverde area. Adding the next 
piece to the continuum of care was 
the Mental Health Court started 
by Judge Deb Wigginton. She 
envisions a “civil track” in addition 
to the present “jail-diversion focus.” 
I have been advocating (pushing) 
for this for years. This court and 
the VTC both make a measurable 
difference in people’s lives, along 
with our other efforts.

Comal County has started the 
process of building a 16-bed Ex-
tended Observation/Crisis Resi-
dential Unit; we do not currently 
have any residential treatment 
facilities in Comal County. This has 

been an escalating problem over 
the years due to the growth in the 
area. It is vital for those we serve, 
as well as our hospitals and law 
enforcement, which are usually the 
initial points of contact. This has 
been a dream of mine for a long 
time. The smarter we are in pro-
viding the appropriate level of care, 
the more we save in lives as well as 
dollars. 

Editors Note: 
According to WHO authorities at the 
World Health Day on October 10, 
2020, COVID is set to cause a mental 
health crisis with the virus disrupting 
93% of critical mental health ser-
vices.
“The COVID-19 pandemic is a black 
swan event with profound mental 
health impacts on all of society. The 
detrimental effects of COVID-19 and 
social distancing on mental health 
will outlast the virus and continue to 
present challenges related to social dis-
tancing, adjusting to new norms, and 
coping with the trauma of enduring a 
pandemic. Now is the time for policy-
makers and healthcare organizations 
to focus our efforts equally on finding 
a cure or vaccine for COVID-19 and 
ensuring the mental health needs of 
people are met.”

                Reference 2019-2020 
 Duke University Margolis Scholars

Official's Corner by Donna Eccleston
Commissioner Pct 4

Mental Health in Comal County
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2022 Executive Board
President ....................................Jeanne Slupik

1st VP – Programs .................... Marsha Cooper

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ..Paula Schuldheisz

2nd VP – Membership ................. Brenda Potter

3rd VP – Fundraising ........... Carolyn Besselman

Recording Secretary ..................... Beth Bready

Corresponding Secretary ..........Rebecca Garrett

PAC Treasurer ...............................Cindy Payne

Past Pres/Parliamentarian ..... Carolyn Besselman

Standing Committees
Americanism & Homeland Sec ..Chrystina Power

Armed Forces ..............................Melinda Rapp

Awards/Achievements ................... Patti Johnson

Political Activities .......................Sharon Monge

Caring for America ..................... Brenda Potter

Community Engagement &
Community Relations ..................Diane Schaule

Legislation .................................Karen Hobson

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Political Action & Publicity ........... Belinda Frisk

Social/Hospitality ............................ Janet Blum

Social Media & Webmaster ............ Carrie Hines

Special Committees
Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Scholarships .............................. Ruth Diamond

Representatives
GSAC ...............Marsha Cooper & Melinda Rapp

State Republican Executive Committee
 ................................. Kris Coons & Chris Byrd

Deputy Director TFRW ...............Sylvia Gartner

The WAVE is a great tool to forward to friends that you think 
might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect 
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and 
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!
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What’s Happening
Mar 16 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - guest speaker - Matt 
Rinaldi, Republican Party of Texas Chairman

Mar 24 - 25 – 56th Texas Legislative Conference 
- New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center

Apr 11 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - Tye 
Preston Memorial Library (TPML)  - 1 pm

Apr 14 –  Comal County Republican Party 
Fundraiser - New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center - 
6 pm  – Ben Carson

Apr 20 –  CLRW Membership Luncheon - Lake-
side Golf Club, Startzville - 11 am  - Kit Whitehill, guest 
speaker

May 9 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting - TPML  
- 1 pm

May 18 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am -  

May 16 - 20 – EARLY VOTING Runoff Election
May 24 – ELECTION DAY

PROUD
STRONG

CLRW

September 17, 2022

Get ready to
 ‘saddle up’

It's going to be a Texas night to remember!

Get ready to
 ‘saddle up’


