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Named "BEST NEWSLETTER" for a Jumbo Club by the Texas Federation of Republican Women for FOUR YEARS!

continued on page 2

President’s Message

As many of you know, I 
am a firm believer in our 

CLRW motto “Faith, Family, 
Freedom” and I try every day to 
live my life accordingly. 

My definition of faith may not 
be your definition, and I would 
never presume to dictate to anyone 
how to worship, where to worship 
or when to worship. I was raised 
Episcopalian and am a member of 
Saint Francis by the Lake Epis-
copal Church. I have served my 
church in various leadership po-
sitions and currently serve as the 
Directress of the Altar Guild, am a 
member of Community of Hope 
and assist with Family Promise. 

I was therefore unprepared 
when I was recently told by a 
fellow Republican that my church 
was too liberal and I should join a 
true conservative church instead. 
The implication was I could not 
possibly be a “good” Republican 
because I am an Episcopalian! 
While I am a firm believer in our 
1st Amendment rights, that does 
not give license to tell me how to 
worship or “how to” do anything 
else in my life! I have not left my 
church, nor do I intend to do so 
to satisfy someone else’s opinion. 
I consider faith to be a personal 

matter and how you worship to be 
your private business.

CLRW begins each monthly 
business meeting with an invoca-
tion led by one of our members. 
Chrystina Power, our Ameri-
canism Chair, is responsible for 
coordinating volunteers, and I so 
appreciate how their invocations 
are unique, personal and God-cen-
tered! I am also so thankful for 
their time and effort in support of 
our club. 

Perhaps the “Freedom” part of 
our motto is so dear to me as, “Sep-
aration of church and state, prop-
erly understood, is a foundational 
principle which secures the rights 
and privileges of all citizens under 
a government and ensure that both 
government and church function 
according to their God-given roles.” 
(excerpt from “What Does Separa-
tion of Church and State Actually 
Mean?” by Neal Hardin, August 
29, 2019.) Having lived in countries 
where personal freedom is a myth, 
I am profoundly thankful to live 
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by Carolyn Besselman
1st Vice President,

 GSACGreater San Antonio Council of TFRW
For the last year, I have been 

the First Vice President 
of the Greater San Antonio Area 
Council (GSAC) whose mission 
is to coordinate and support the 
activities of the member clubs of 
Senate District 25. 

The club also promotes political 
education of Republican women 
and facilitates cooperation between 
the council, the Texas Federation 
of Republican Women and orga-

nizations of the Republican Party. 
We are women who work toward 
the election of the Party’s nominees 
and support the principles of effec-
tive and good government.

GSAC meets the first Wednes-
day of every other month except 
in the summer, when there are no 
meetings.

Clubs are represented by their 
presidents or a representative, and 

Top - L to R: Linda Kinney, Kendall County RW; Renee Rainy, Hays County RW; Sandi Ellen, Hays Cnty RW; Carol Van De Walle, GSAC Presi-
dent; Karen Murphy, Bexar Cnty RW; Michelle Gay, Wilson Cnty RW; Carolyn Besselman, Canyon Lake RW; Melinda Rapp, CLRW; Susan Allick, 

Mission Hills RW; Christi Nichol, S.A.RW    Bottom - L to R: Marian Stanko, Alameda RW; Deb Wall, El Camino Real RW; Kris Coons, Bexar Cnty; 
Ruby Mannen, Wilson Cnty; Cheri Creekmore, Bexar Cnty; Yvonne Clouser, Bexar Cnty; Corrine Miklosh, TFRW; Marsha Cooper, CLRW; Donna 

Lee, Mission Hills RW; Diana Ridgeway, S.A.RW; Dawn Baamonde, San Antonio RW;
Sylvia Gartner, District Director SD25 & 26; Cassie Dyson, Deputy President, Region XVIII

Continued from page 1

there is a tremendous amount of 
networking and sharing between 
the clubs. The information that is 
shared by all the clubs is invalu-
able. There are lunch meetings that 
also include wonderful speakers. 
The council meets at Anne Marie’s 
Catering in San Antonio. Anyone 
wishing to attend may do so. The 
next meeting is scheduled for May 
3 at 11 am. Just contact me! 

in the United States of America 
where I can worship as I choose, 
vote as I choose, live as I choose. 

Our next major election cycle 
is in 2024; however, we already 
have candidates coming to our 
meetings. Last year at our business 
meetings, we offered candidates 
time to speak, and we did our best 
to ensure all candidates felt wel-
comed. CLRW, as a club, cannot 
endorse candidates, and neither 
can the club President or the Po-
litical Activities Chair. All other 
members can endorse candidates. 
Let me be clear, this president will 
not dictate how you should vote, 

when you should vote, or deny a Re-
publican candidate the opportunity 
to speak at our meetings.

We do have a few elections this 
year, mainly in our cities, and the 
Comal Independent School Dis-
trict (CISD) has a bond. Sharon 
Monge and Susan Walker, our 
Political Activities Chairs, will 
compile information sheets for us so 
we can research and make our own 
decisions. We are not here to tell 
you how to vote, but we are here to 
ensure you have the necessary tools 
to make an INFORMED vote.

Please mark your calendars for 
our March 15 meeting. Our own 
Legislative Chair, Carolyn Bessel-

man, will be our guest speaker! 
This legislative session is busy, 
and Carolyn will have the latest 
information to share with us and 
provide tools to reach out to our 
senators and representatives. We 
had a phenomenal time at the 
Texas Federation of Republican 
Women (TFRW) Legislative Day 
on February 3 – we all learned so 
much about the legislative process, 
with a dose of humor included!

Our membership luncheon is 
on April 19! We kept the cost at 
$20 and will have another hat con-
test! Dr. Dana Meyers, the Repub-
lican Party of Texas Vice Chair, 
will be our guest speaker. Don’t 
miss out! Keeping it RED!
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CLRW finished 
out its year 

in November with Treniss Evans 
III discussing his experiences on 
January 
6, 2021 
at the 
Nation's 
Capital. 
In De-
cember, 
CLRW 
held its 
annual 
Christmas 
Luncheon 
with new officers inducted by new-
ly elected Representative Carrie 
Isaac.

 The new year was launched  
with Comal County Judge Sher-
man Krause as our January guest 
speaker. He gave an update con-
cerning many issues associated 
with the astronomical growth rate 
of 40 to 50 percent in the county 
over the last 50 years.

While many residents in the 
rural areas of Comal County are 
feeling this “run to the hills of 
Texas” space intrusion, there may 
be a different attitude among the 
established city dwellers of New 
Braunfels. Regardless, all coun-
ty residents are experiencing the 
adverse effects of increased traffic, 

CLRW MeetingsAlways great information!
by Jan Hunt

1st Vice President - Programs

water demand, storm runoff and 
the effects on the county infra-
structure.

Judge Krause emphasized how 
this extreme growth rate challenges 
the preservation of our environ-
ment, lifestyle, character and cher-
ished history. He also mentioned 
how many of the recent accom-
plishments will be managed within 
the $135 million 2023 budget. 

The current budget strategy 
indicates a decent balancing act 
of debt, cash reserves and taxes, 
as well as protecting contingency 
monies, which allows some fund-
ing to roll over to address possible 
employee turnover and rapidly 
evolving future needs. He also 
discussed how our elected team is 
cautious when it comes to “econom-
ic incentives.” They make certain 
planning complies with federal and 
state requirements while avoiding 
any “strings attached” which may 
not reflect our area values. 

In February, Jennifer Tharp, 
Criminal District Attorney of 
Comal County, was our guest 
speaker and gave tremendous in-
sight into the challenges and case-
loads impacting our county courts. 
Since the District Court reopened 
in October 2021, there is quite a 
backlog of felonies and cases to 
close. The closings and shutdowns 
of the pandemic greatly increased 
the time associated with bringing 
many cases to justice. DA Tharp 
encouraged all to consider partici-
pation in jury duty to help get cases 
resolved. 

She also mentioned that our 
county does not have a facility for 
mental health inpatients, nor a 
local juvenile detention center, and 

that domes-
tic violence 
and cyber 
bullying in 
our com-
munity are 
among the 
top concerns. 
Parents must teach their children 
what is not acceptable as a “prank;” 

and that authorities will respond to 
school threats as credible. Another 
community issue is the fentanyl 
crisis. She encouraged everyone to 
share the message with family and 
acquaintances to avoid taking any 
medicines, candy, etc. from un-
known sources. 

DA Tharp discussed the filing 
of a bill which seeks accountability 
for “rogue” district attorneys who 
do not prosecute crimes to the full-
est potential of the law. Sadly, there 
are a few in the state who invalidate 
the laws by going easy on crime. 
She has successfully prosecuted 
1,200 cases per year, leading her 
dedicated team since 2011. 

Our April guest speaker will 
be Dr. Dana Myers, Vice Chair, 
Republican Party of Texas at the 
CLRW April 19 Ladies in Red 
Luncheon. In May, we will be fortu-
nate to hear from Comal County 
Sheriff Mark Reynolds.

Marsha Cooper & 
Treniss Evans III

Jan Hunt, Judge Sherman Krause & 
Jeanne Slupik

Jeanne Slupik, District Attorney Jennifer 
Tharp & Jan Hunt
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Successful LeadershipAt the state level
by Beth Bready

Leadership

The 88th Texas Legislature 
convened on January 10, 

2023, and is scheduled to adjourn 
on May 29. The elected officials 
representing our part of heaven are 
Dr. Donna Campbell, State Sena-
tor for District 25 and Carrie Isaac, 
State Representative for District 73. 
The website https://capitol.texas.gov 
provides a wealth of information 
about the activities currently going 
on at the Capitol in Austin, includ-
ing specific activities of our elected 
officials. 

Focusing specifically on the 
leadership roles of Senator Camp-
bell, she serves as the Chair of the 
Nominations Committee and Vice 
Chair of the Education Committee. 
In addition, she is a member of the 
Business and Commerce Commit-
tee, the Committee of the Whole 
Senate and the Finance Commit-
tee. 

Representative Carrie Isaac is 
on the Appropriations Committee, 
the Appropriations Sub-Commit-
tee on Article III and the Business 
and Industry Committee. On 
February 16, she filed her first bill, 
HB-2390. The purpose of this bill is 
to improve safety at colleges, public 
schools and charter schools. This 
bill is in line with one of the seven 
emergency items on Governor 
Abbott’s agenda for this legislative 
term – school safety. 

In searching for clues as to 
what characteristics a leader needs 
to possess to be successful, John 
Quincy Adams is quoted as say-
ing, “If your actions inspire others 
to dream more, learn more, do 
more and become more, you are a 
leader.” 

And General Douglas MacAr-
thur believes, “A true leader has 

the confidence to stand alone, the 
courage to make tough decisions, 
and the compassion to listen to the 
needs of others. He does not set out 
to be a leader, but becomes one by 
the equality of his actions and the 
integrity of his intent.” 

In posing the question about 
leadership characteristics to Sen-
ator Campbell, her response was, 
“Everyone sitting in this room has 
the potential to do what I did – to 
lead and to serve – whether in 
government or in any field in which 
God has blessed you with a unique 
gift. Part of leading is a willingness 
to serve and share that gift with 
others. Be a servant leader.”  

Representative Isaac stated 
that “the first step in maximizing 
your ability to be a perfect leader is 
to understand yourself…be aware 
of strengths and weaknesses.” She 
also noted there is a need for a high 
level of emotional intelligence to be 
able to “…assess, manage and per-
ceive one’s own and others’ emotions 
and feelings.” 

Finally, Representative Isaac 
believes that strong leaders are 
“…decisive, have the ability to see 
the big picture and can juggle an 
insurmountable number of respon-
sibilities simultaneously.” She also 
mentioned the importance of good 
communication skills with a variety 
of personality types on a variety of 
subjects.

Knowing these characteristics 
is one thing, but demonstrating 
them is another. Senator Camp-
bell stated that her passion for her 
community, Texas and America 
got her into politics. However, she 
credits prayer, faith and hard work 
for giving her the opportunities she 

has received. Perseverance has led 
to her success. 

Representative Isaac plans 
on demonstrating the important 
leadership characteristics of a good 
listener, being knowledgeable on 
the subject and communicating 
persuasively. Her proposed bill 
demonstrates that she is listening to 
parents regarding school safety.

A quote from George W. Bush 
on his thoughts on leadership 
pretty much sums up both Don-
na Campbell’s and Carrie Isaac’s 
thoughts: “Leadership to me means 
duty, honor, country. It means 
character, and it means listening 
from time to time.”

The final question posed to 
both Senator Campbell and Rep-
resentative Isaac was “How can 
the members of CLRW help you 
in your leadership journey?” Both 
responded that getting involved, 
appearing at the Capitol and testi-
fying in support of good bills and 
in opposition of bad bills is a great 
way to help our leaders in Austin. 
They both stressed the importance 
of prayer, for our leaders and for 
our state. 

Senator Donna Campbell asks 
that we “pray that our nation will 
continue to be a beacon of hope 
and the greatest country in the 
world and pray that Texas will 
continue to be the greatest state in 
America.”



Community Engagement    Relations& 
by Diane Schaule

Community Engagement 
and RelationsSpring has sprung (after the 

vicious ice storm that has 
us all still cleaning up debris), and 
event planning has already taken 
place. Here are some upcoming ac-
tivities you might be interested in! 
Since THE WAVE publication date 
is scheduled for Sunday, March 12, 
I’ve selected dates farther in the 
future. More current events will be 
sent to President Jeanne Slupik for 
distribution to members.    
     
Gruene Market Days – Saturday & 
Sunday, March 18 & 19. This pop-
ular event 
features 
nearly 100 
artisans 
offering 
handmade 
items 
made 
by the 
vendors 
them-
selves, including uniquely crafted 
items and packaged Texas foods. 
There is free parking and admission 
along with free live entertainment. 
Visit www.gruenetexas.com for details.  

Dinosaur Day – Texas Hill Coun-
try Heritage Museum. Bring 
the family on Sunday, March 26, 
between 12 – 5 pm to the museum, 
located at 4831 FM 2673, Canyon 
Lake. With guest speakers, board-
walk tours, fossil ridge tours, ac-
tivities for kids, food, vendors and 
much more, you and your family 
will enjoy learning about dinosaurs 
and the Texas Hill Country. $5 
admission. Visit https://www.theheri-
tagemuseum.com/event-details/dino-
saur-day-1 for more information. 

Canine Classmates 16th Annual 
Gala – Friday, March 31, celebrate 

Hours are Tuesday, 4 – 8 pm, 
Wednesday and Thursday, 10 
am – 6 pm. Shop for handmade 
crafts, home decor, jewelry, holiday 
accessories, children’s gifts, clothing 
boutiques and so much more! Tick-
ets are $5 and are available online 
or at the door. https://homefortheholi-
daysgiftmarket.com 

Tailgate With Team Casa – Friday, 
April 28 at 6 pm, at the Chandelier 
of Gruene, 1924 Bretzke Lane, 
New Braunfels. This is the Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) largest annual fundraising 
event and includes dinner, live and 
silent auctions, games, live music 
and entertainment as guests cele-
brate the accomplishments made 
in the fight against child abuse. In-
dividual tickets are $90 and spon-
sorship opportunities are available. 
Visit https://www.casacentex.org for 
tickets.

Special Request: as most of you 
are out and about in the commu-
nity and each has many different 
activities/organizations in which 
you are involved, please help me 
make this column informative and 
all-inclusive. Send your communi-
ty activities, fundraisers, concerts, 
special events to me at schaules@gvtc.
com. Thank you!

the magic of literacy at Canine 
Classmates 16th annual gala from 
6:30 - 11 pm at McKenna Events 
Center, 801 W. San Antonio Street, 
New Braunfels. Tickets are $75 and 
there are sponsorship opportuni-
ties available. Please note tickets 
sell out quickly. Visit https://www.
canineclassmates.org for tickets or call 
830.310.1779.  
Taste and Talent of Canyon Lake 
– The Canyon Lake Art Guild and 
Friends of the Tye Preston Li-
brary have partnered again for an 

evening of art, food and 
wine tasting on Saturday, 
April 15 from 6:30 – 8:30 
pm, 16311 South Ac-
cess Rd. Enjoy a glass of 
wine while you admire 
the work of the Guild’s 
talented artists. Purchase 
an original for yourself. 
A silent auction will give 
everyone an opportuni-

ty to bid on original art from the 
Guild’s talented artists. Doors open 
at 6 pm. Tickets are $25 and will 
be available for sale on March 8 at 
https://tpml.org. There are a limited 
number of tickets available. 
Pilot Club of Canyon Lake – style 
shows are back! Join the Pilot Club 
for a style show, luncheon and 
silent auction on Wednesday, April 
26 at Canyon Lake Golf Club, 405 
Watts Lane, Canyon Lake. Doors 
open at 11 am. Models will feature 
spring styles from local boutiques. 
Tickets are $20 per person and will 
go on sale on March 15 at https://
lakesidegolfclubinc.com. A limited 
number of tickets will be sold. 
https://www.facebook.com/PilotClubOf-
CanyonLake.

Home For The Holidays Spring 
Market – April 25 - April 27, New 
Braunfels Convention Center. 
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Border Care Project by Cindy Payne
Border Patrol Chair

For their service!
On a cold and very windy 

February 10, Julia Anne 
Tepera (Chair, CLRW Homeland 
Security) and I traveled with the 
Border Care Project to the west 
Texas border town of Del Rio. We 
joined ladies from several Repub-
lican Women’s clubs: Camino Real, 
San Antonio, Kinney County and 
Val Verde County.

Our first stop was the Kinney 
County Sheriff ’s office in Brack-
ettville, Texas, where we dropped 
off several cases of bottled water, 
first aid supplies and snacks. We 
were briefed on some of the effects 
of illegal border crossings in this 
small, rural county, approximately 
30 miles north of the border. 

The sheriff with whom we 
spoke is trained as a bush agent, 
responsible for sighting and cap-
turing illegal aliens and smugglers. 
He spoke very emotionally about a 
7-year-old girl he encountered who 
had not eaten in three days. He 
went to his truck and offered her a 
sandwich from his own lunch. The 
“mother” of the little girl grabbed 

it out of her hands and ate it. The 
sheriff then returned to his truck to 
get his last sandwich. The “mother” 
again tried to snatch it from his 
hands so the girl could not have 
it. At that point, he told the wom-
an, “No!,” and took it from her to 
make sure the young girl ate. As a 
grown man speaking to a group of 
women, he struggled to control his 

emotions: it was 
heart-breaking to 
watch. Imagine 
that this is just 
one instance and 
that the same 
situation likely 
occurs multiple 
times on any 
given day along 
the entire Texas/
Mexico border.

In addition, 
when asked by 
the organizer 
of our group 
if there was 

anything else we could do for the 
sheriffs beyond basic supplies, he 

choked up and tearfully responded, 
“benefits.” It’s difficult to imagine 
our American government agents 
putting their lives on the line every 
day and not even having the basic 
necessities to provide for them-
selves and their families.

Our next stop was the Kin-
ney County Judge’s office, also in 
Brackettville, where we delivered 
additional bottled water, copy pa-
per and snacks for which they were 
very grateful.

Once we arrived in Del Rio, we 
unloaded boxes and bags of hand 
sanitizer, bandages, wound wash, 
sunscreen, insect repellent, snacks 
and other first aid supplies for the 

continued on page 7
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Border Patrol Agents. We received 
a briefing on border activities while 
learning of the policies enacted by 
the Biden Administration that un-
dermine the border patrol agents’ 
ability to do their jobs.

Some of these changes and 
restrictions are:

No pursuit policy – an agent 
is not permitted to increase his 
driving speed to pursue a speed-
ing vehicle with suspected illegal 
aliens or smugglers. In other words, 
if said vehicle is going 90 mph in 
a 75-mph speed zone, the agent 
is not permitted to drive over 75 
mph. The only exception would be 
if he called in for authorization.

An agent may not engage in a 
vehicle pursuit if he/she foresees 
the possibility that the smuggler 
or illegal alien might be injured or 
harmed. In the case of an injury 
occurring due to a pursuit, it will 
be considered the agent’s fault. This 
policy has led to many illegal aliens 
and smugglers deliberately driving 
recklessly to prevent any official 
from following them. Imagine if 
you, as a civilian, came across a 
reckless driver and the potential 
harm that could be inflicted on 
you!

Border Care ProjectFor their service!
Stopping construc-

tion of the border wall.
Not being per-

mitted to help 
another agen-
cy, such as the 
DEA, state 
police, etc. This 
is not allowed 
even if they 
are in pursuit 
of a smuggler, 
runner, drug 
dealer or human 
trafficker.

We then 
toured some 
of the barri-
ers erected on 

the border. Along the 
Del Rio border, Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott has built 
fences, former President Obama’s 
administration built a wall, and 
former President Trump 
built an enormous wall.  
Only a portion of the 
“Trump Wall” remains.

Thank you to the 
CLRW membership for 
your donations to the 
Border Care Project. 
Our law enforcement 
agents appreciate all that 
you do for them.

Continued fom page 6

Cindy Payne & Julia Anne Tepera at Trump’s Wall

Governor Abbott’s Wall
Pat Aken, President, Medina County Republican Women, 

Julia Anne Tepera & Cindy Payne
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CLRW bylaws 
provide for 

special committees to be appoint-
ed by the president and approved 
by the executive committee for a 
specific purpose. Every year, an 
Internal Review Committee is 
appointed as a special committee to 
review the financial records.

In January 2023, the Internal 
Review Committee was appoint-
ed by President Jeanne Slupik 
and consisted of Carolyn Tucker 
(Chair), Pamela Smith and Janet 
Blum. The committee met with 
CLRW PAC Treasurer Cindy 
Payne and performed an inter-

Internal Review Committee by Carolyn Tucker
Internal Review

Keeping the books straight!
nal review of the 2022 financial 
records. The review was limited 
to performing tasks specified on 
a checklist provided by the Texas 
Federation of Republican Women 
(TFRW).

The committee verified all ap-
plicable tasks on the checklist were 
reasonably accomplished with one 
exception. We noted that the bank 
reconciliations are not periodical-
ly reviewed by someone without 
signature authority on the bank 
account. This finding was consis-
tent with last year’s review. As this 
process is not a requirement in the 
CLRW bylaws, it is not being per-

formed. To this committee’s knowl-
edge, this issue is not currently 
under consideration for inclusion 
in the CLRW bylaws.

This internal review report 
was presented to the membership 
at the January 2023 CLRW regular 
meeting.

by Melinda Rapp
Armed Forces

Army Fisher House
Helping those on the mend

On December 9, Jeanne 
Slupik, Star Carey 
and I went to Costco 

to purchase supplies for Fisher 
House. With the help of $500 from 
CLRW and the collections from its 
members, we were able to spend 
$975 and give Fisher House $140 in 
checks.

We shopped for the supplies 
they requested such as: batteries, 
dishwashing soap, laundry soap, 
Clorox wipes, Fabulosa, napkins, 

toilet paper, paper towels, trash 
bags, zip lock bags, other cleaning 
supplies and, of course, plenty of 
sugar!

As we walked into Costco, 
Jeanne noticed some very cute 
plush animal pillows that 
the children could cuddle 
up with and watch TV or 
just rest on. You will notice 
that those pillows did not 
get in the picture because 
Robin, Director of Fisher 
House, took them right 
away to give to the children!

When we delivered 
the items to Fisher House, 
Robin and the staff were, 
as usual, so happy to see us 
and welcomed us with open 
arms.

Please remember that if you 
would like to join us on a shopping 
and delivery trip, please let Jeanne 
or myself know. You are always 
welcome!

 Joint Base San Antonio at 
Brooke Army Medical Center
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January 10 had the busses 
rolling into Austin from all 

over Texas for the opening day of 
the Legislature. Texas folks have 
high hopes for what should be ac-
complished in this session. Comal 
County had many attend the open-
ing day ceremonies. Senator Don-
na Campbell, along with her staff, 
was extremely accommodating to 
those who visited her office that 
day. Newly elected House Repre-
sentative, Carrie Isaac, welcomed 
visitors to her office as well. 

I had the pleasure of showing 
some of the new members of our 
club around the Texas State Cap-
itol. Touring the entire building 
is not for the faint of heart. After 
walking up and down stairs (78 to 
be exact…yes, I counted!) and from 
one side of the Capitol to the other, 
I was ready for oxygen! Many of us 
were able to watch the swearing-in 
ceremony of the Senate, while oth-
ers attended the swearing-in of the 
House of Representatives. 

Kelly Hancock was elected as 
President Pro Tempore after sever-
al powerful and glowing nomina-
tion speeches. He is a senior mem-
ber of the Senate who represents 
District 9, which is a portion of 
Tarrant and Dallas Counties. Sen-
ator Hancock is known as a core 
conservative who values limited 
government, lower taxes and strong 
family values. The president pro 
tempore is elected to perform the 
duties of the lieutenant governor in 
case of absence or disability. 

Much to the disappointment 
of many, Dade Phelan was elected 
Speaker of the House again. We 
will see if he will follow the Repub-
lican priorities.

Texas Legislature by Carolyn Besselman
Legislative

I have been to the State Capi-
tol many times but am still in awe 
when I look up at the rotunda. 
Seeing the paintings of the past 
governors, as well as all the photos 
of those who have had a hand in 
our rich Texas history, makes one 
proud to live in Texas. Visiting the 
Capitol while it is in session gives 
you the opportunity to witness 
history in the making; the decisions 
made will eventually affect every 
Texas resident.

Linda Williamson, Carolyn Besselman  &
Senator Donna Campbell

Virginia Donnelly & Representative 
Mark Dorazio

Linda Williamson, Sharon Lee & Nita King

Upper rows unknown, Al & Vicki Highfield, Cindy & Mark Montgomery,
Representative Carrie Isaac, Chrystina Power & Miguel Quezada

 Open for business88th Texas Legislature

Virginia Donnelly, Kevin Formolo, 
Chrystina Power & Miguel Quezada



Christmas EventsWe know how to do them!
In the annual tradition of the 

holidays, CLRW again par-
ticipated in the Canyon Lake Noon 
Lions Annual Christmas Parade in 
Sattler on Saturday, December 10.

CLRW’s theme was “Begin 
Christmas with Christ, Keeping 
Texas Red.”  The float was 
decorated to the hilt and had many 
of our members displaying their 
Christmas finery. It was a perfect 
way to get into the holiday spirit.

The annual CLRW Christmas 
Luncheon and Installation of 
Officers was a fun-filled afternoon 
of wonderful food and fellowship. 
Nearly one hundred individuals 
joined in the festivities to see 
officers for 2023 be sworn in by 
Representative Carrie Isaac at the 
Lake Shore Golf Course.

2nd VP- Membership, Brenda Potter; 2nd VP- Special Events, Paula Schuldheisz; 1st VP - 
Programs, Jan Hunt; President, Jeanne Slupik; Representative Carrie Isaac; 3rd VP -Fundraising, 
Karen Hobson; Recording Secretary, Gigi Donnelly; Corresponding Secretary, Diana Smith & 
PAC Treasurer, Cindy Payne

Carolyn Tucker & Jan Hunt

Jeanne Slupik & Marsha Cooper

Henry Hingst, Pat Hingst & Al Highfield
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by Barbara Knight
Editor



Christmas Events

Carolyn Besselman, Pam Sullivan & Joan Smith

Vicki Highfield, Barbara Knight, Carrie Hynes, Patrick Seiler, Rep Carrie Isaac 
& Julia Anne Tepera

Patrick & Maria Seiler

Diane Kunz, Carolyn Herbert, Rep Carrie Isaac, 
Marsha White & Becky Garrett

Becky Swindal, Karen Baker, Karen Hobson & Janet Blum

Rita Starz, Pam Underwood & Teri Engel

Marsha Cooper & Sgt Mario Lopez
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Congratulations to the 
March top-three 

newsletter contributors – 
Carolyn Besselman, 

Janet Blum & Cindy Payne!
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by Cec Tyler 
NFRW Armed Services Chair 

National Federation RWSupporting women in politics
The story of Republican 

women’s clubs began many 
years before women even had the 
right to vote. Inspired by the Re-
publican Platform of 1872, which 
said, “The Republican Party is 
mindful of its obligation to the loyal 
women of America for their noble 
devotion to the cause of Freedom...,” 
Republican women’s clubs were 
off and running. In fact, the oldest 
such club on record was founded in 
Salt Lake City in the late 1800s.

Hundreds of independent 
Republican women’s clubs grew 
up around the nation in the years 
to come. In1938, these clubs were 
organized into a national organiza-
tion for women’s political participa-
tion, education, and empowerment. 
NFRW offers a platform for wom-
en to take on leadership roles in the 
political, governmental, and civic 
spheres.

Goals of the NFRW are to 
encourage women’s participation 
in governing our nation, to elect 
Republicans to office at all levels, 
and to promote public awareness of 
the issues that shape America.

NFRW “fosters and encourages 
loyalty to the Republican Party and 
the ideals for which it stands - to 
promote education along political 
lines – to encourage closer cooper-
ation between independent groups 
and the regular party organization, 
which are working for the same ob-
jectives, namely sound government 
– to promote an interchange of ideas 
and experiences of various clubs to 
the end that the policies which have 
proven particularly effective in one 
state may be adopted in another – 
and to encourage a national attitude 
and national approach to the prob-
lems facing the Republican Party.”

Today, the NFRW – once an 
auxiliary of the Republican Nation-
al Committee – is financially and 
organizationally independent. It is 
one of the largest grassroots polit-
ical organizations in the country 
with thousands of active members 
in local clubs across the nation.

Biennial national conventions 
have been held in cities across the 
nation, with U.S. presidents and 
vice presidents, first ladies, cabinet 
members, legislators, party leaders, 
political experts and celebrities 
attending. Presidential candidates 
never miss these meetings. They 
know that many of those attending 
will be delegates to the Republican 
National Convention or will be 
instrumental in the delegate selec-
tion process. They know that these 
women are the GOP’s grassroots 
activists. 

NFRW provides programs such 
as campaign management schools, 
women candidate seminars, Caring 
for America, Americanism, email 
network, leadership development, 
Literacy and Education (Ma-
mie Eisenhower library project), 
Legislation and Advocacy, and the 
Regents Donor Program.

NFRW promotes a robust 
Leadership Development program 
which offers resources, materials, 
workshops and other training and 
mentoring opportunities to state 
and club leaders, as well as to the 
general membership.

The NFRW Americanism 
Program seeks to promote respect 
for the American flag and foster 
allegiance to the United States and 
its customs and institutions.

Republican women’s clubs help 

carry out 
this mis-
sion in 
their local 
commu-
nities 
through 
education-
al and in-
spirational programs and projects. 
Examples include:
• Teaching the rules of flag eti-

quette
• Donating patriotic books to li-

braries and schools
• Sponsoring patriotic essay con-

tests for schools
• Presenting flags to schools and 

community groups
To aid clubs in their local 

efforts, the NFRW Americanism 
Committee assembles historic and 
patriotic material and provides 
resources, project ideas and other 
helpful information.

For more than 30 years, the 
Regents Donor Program has been 
important in achieving the goals of 
NFRW by:
• Providing operating capital that 

allows NFRW to maintain a low 
general membership fee, making 
membership affordable to women 
of all ages and economic back-
grounds

• Financially supporting a wide 
range of NFRW education and 
training programs, special proj-
ects, networking events and other 
activities to help Republican 
women stay informed, develop 
skills and achieve their goals at 
the grassroots, state and national 
levels

continued on page 13



Texas Federation of Republican Women
by Sylvia Gartner, 
District Director SD 25

TFRW has sched-
uled a Nuts 

& Bolts workshop for Regions 
XIII and XIV on Saturday, April 1, 
from 10 am to 3 pm. Registration 
will be at 9 am at the Hays Coun-
ty Republican Party Welcome 
Center – 6000 FM 150, Kyle, TX.

The cost of $25 includes a de-
luxe box lunch. 

Presentations will be given by:

Debra Harper, 
VP Bylaws

Corrine Miklosh, 
VP Political Activities

Melanie Grammar, 
VP Membership

Susan Friedrich, 
Treasurer

Zenia Warren, 
First VP

PLUS, a Special Guest Speaker!

Please RSVP before March 24
to 

Sylvia Gartner
 at 210.286.7609 or 

smgartner@hotmail.com 

Hope to see you there!
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• Providing networking opportuni-
ties with Republican dignitaries
The Campaign Management 

School (CMS) program is designed 
to provide a comprehensive over-
view of campaigns. Schools feature 
political professionals and strate-
gists with a wide range of knowl-
edge and experience. These ex-
perts volunteer their time to teach 
students the most successful ways 
to raise money, write winning cam-
paign plans, organize volunteers 
and communicate with voters.

Campaign fundamentals cov-
ered include creating a campaign 
budget and a finance plan, earned 
and paid media, social media and 
the Internet, strategy and message 
development, opposition and issue 
research, voter targeting and voter 
identification, get-out-the-vote 
activities, recruiting and managing 
volunteers, direct mail, organizing 
events, asking for money, and put-
ting together a finance committee.

NFRW established the Caring for 
America program in 1999 to en-
courage state federations and clubs 

to actively participate in at least 
one community service program. 
The committee consists of region-
al leaders from various member 
states who meet before the nation-
al biennial convention to review 
submissions from state presidents 
to determine the NFRW Caring for 
America Award winners. 

Over the past 60 years, the 
NFRW and its members have do-
nated thousands of books each year 
to libraries, schools, hospitals and 
other public institutions through 
our Mamie Eisenhower Library 
Project (MELP). Since 2002, Feder-
ation members have donated more 
than 300,000 dictionaries to school 
children through the Dictionary 
Project.

NFRW has adopted education as 
one of its primary focuses to im-
prove public education and literacy 
by advocating grassroots support 
for education reform and taking 
direct action to improve literacy. 

NFRW uses its network of mem-
bers to promote high standards, ac-
countability, flexibility, local control of 
schools, and early reading initiatives.

This information was summarized 
by Julia Anne Tepera from NFRW.org.

Continued from page 12

March
Women Veterans History 

Month
Us Navy Reserve Birthday

 K-9 Veterans Day 
 Medal of Honor Day

Vietnam Veterans Day 

April 
Month of the Military Child
 Gold Star Spouses Day

Arab American Heritage Month
US Air Force Reserve Birthday

US Army Reserve Birthday

May 
National Military Appreciation 

Month
 Month of the Military Caregiver
Silver Star Service Banner Day

Victory in Europe Day
Military Spouse Appreciation 

Day
Children of Fallen Patriots Day

Armed Forces Day
Asian American & Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month

Memorial Day



HospitalityTater tot breakfast casserole
by Janet Blum 

Hospitality

https://bellyfull.net/tater-tot-breakfast-casserole

Taste tested by CLRW members
Ingredients
1 pound ground breakfast sausage
1 medium diced onion
1 small diced red bell pepper
2 minced garlic cloves
8 large eggs
2 cups milk
1 teaspoon garlic powder
½ teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon black pepper
½ teaspoon dry ground mustard 
(optional)

1 ½ cups shredded Colby jack 
cheese (divided)
28 ounces frozen tater tots
Instructions
1. Pre-
heat oven 
to 350 
degrees, 
coat 9 x 
13 cas-
serole 
dish with 
nonstick 
cooking 
spray.

2. Combine the sausage, onion, 
garlic and bell pepper in skillet 
and cook over medium/high heat. 
Drain and spread in casserole dish.
3. Mix eggs, milk, garlic powder, 
salt, pepper and dry mustard. Pour 
over sausage mixture.
4. Sprinkle half of the cheese and 
all of the tater tots over mixture in 
casserole dish.
5. Bake for 55 minutes. Sprinkle re-
maining cheese on top of casserole 
and bake 5 more minutes. Enjoy!

There was no better way to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day 

than by delivering goodies/treat 
baskets to our Canyon Lake Fire 
and EMS employees. There are six 
fire stations in Canyon Lake, and 
our membership provided yummy 
snacks which included beef jerky, 
trail mix, individually wrapped 
cookies, crackers, chips, granola 
bars, biscotti, all kinds of wonder-
ful chocolate, coffee and fresh fruit. 
These baskets were delivered by our 
members. Yes, we saw many hap-

Valentine's Day

Belinda Frisk organized the Valentine’s Day 
thank-you for local fire stationsBetty Thomas lent a hand with baskets

by Belinda Frisk
Publicity

We love Canyon Lake Fire and EMS!
py, sweet smiles and lots of “thank 
you so much!” Thank you, Canyon 
Lake Fire and EMS for standing 
ready to protect us! 

Sue Piner, Chair of Comal 
County Republican Party, reported 
about a Town Hall meeting with 
Congressmen Chip Roy who is al-
ways willing to converse with con-

stituents 
and answer 
questions. 
Precinct 
chairs, 
head-
quarter 
volunteers 
and Comal 

County Club presidents were 
invited along 
with Sena-
tor Donna 
Campbell 
and Rep-
resentative 
Carrie Isaac.
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by Chrystina Power
AmericanismAmericanism   Bracero

“Bracero” is a Spanish term 
meaning “one who works 

using his arms” or “manual laborer.” 
(Wikipedia)

The Bracero Program was ini-
tiated in 1942 between the US and 
Mexico as a guest worker program. 
The program addressed the labor 
shortage in the agriculture and 
railroad industries during WWII 
by bringing Mexican workers to the 
US as temporary laborers. From 
1942 till 1964, over 
4.5 million Mexican 
workers came to the 
US to work in various 
industries.

The Bracero Pro-
gram had a significant 
impact on both Mexico 
and the US. It provided 
employment opportu-
nities and a source of 
income for Mexican 
workers, but it also led 
to the displacement of 
Mexican workers from 
their regular agricul-
tural jobs and had a 
negative impact on the 
Mexican economy. 

Braceros were recruited 
through a process managed by the 
Mexican and US governments. The 
program was a bilateral agreement 
between the two countries, and 
each was responsible for certain 
aspects of the program’s adminis-
tration.

The Mexican government set 
up labor camps to examine and 
train potential braceros and ar-
range for their transportation to the 
US. The minimum requirements 
were based on age and physical 
fitness. The Mexican government 

maintained a registry of available 
workers.

The US Department of State 
was responsible for issuing con-
tracts to employers who requested 
braceros, and the US Department 
of Labor was responsible for en-
forcing the terms of the contracts. 
There were minimum standards for 
the treatment and compensation 
of braceros, including wage rates, 
housing and working conditions 

established by the US government.
Once contracts were approved, 

braceros were transported to the 
US where they would work for 
specific employers. The contracts 
were generally agreed upon for a 
set period of time, after which the 
braceros were expected to return 
to Mexico. Many braceros, howev-
er, remained in the US after their 
contracts expired, often working 
illegally or eventually becoming US 
citizens.

Unfortunately, the braceros 
were often subjected to poor condi-

tions, inadequate housing, crowded 
facilities, low wages, long hours and 
discrimination. They also received 
very limited legal protections. The 
braceros who were permitted to 
work on the railroad were only 

allowed to enter for 
the duration of WWII. 
Their tasks included 
laying tracks, operating 
trains and maintaining 
rail lines and equip-
ment.

The Bracero Pro-
gram lacked legal 
protections for the 
workers, absence of 
minimum wage laws, 
worker’s compensation 
and the ability to union-
ize. Despite these faults, 
this program was seen 
as a necessary solution 
to the labor shortage 
during and after WWII 
and was extended 

several times due to the continued 
demand for labor.

The Bracero Program had a 
positive and negative impact on 
both the US and Mexico. While it 
provided employment opportuni-
ties for Mexican workers and ful-
filled the need for labor in the US, 
it had its drawbacks, such as the 
exploitation and mistreatment of 
workers. The majority of braceros, 
however, went on to become proud 
American citizens and raise proud 
conservative families!!!

Mexican workers await legal employment in the United States, Mexicali, 
February 3, 1954,  Los Angeles Times, Los Angeles Times Photographic Collection
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CLRW Media by Carrie Hynes
Social Media &Webmaster

Growing numbers daily!
How long has it been since 

you logged onto the 
CLRW website: www.Canyonlakerw.
com or Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com ?

Many new posts with import-
ant and interesting information 
are added several times a week, 
including news, updates, photos, 
upcoming events, etc. CLRW is 
moving towards utilizing Quick 
Response codes (QR codes) to link 

The following was tak-
en from the Internet to 

provide a quick glimpse of this 
wonderful technology. Many of 
us have used these codes to ac-
cess menus in an instant when 
COVID-19 halted the use of paper 
menus several years ago.

Quick Response codes, better 
known as QR codes, were initially 

articles to CLRW's website to make 
information easy to access for its 
members. By next year, flyers and 
information cards will be put on 
tables so that members can quickly 
make reservations and find more 
information on our website! Our 
website will have information for 
you to forward to friends about 
CLRW and other important things

CLRW will be moving towards 
Instagram as its social media plat-

form of choice. Help us keep the 
CLICKS coming!

All about QR Codes!
created to track automotive parts, 
but now they’re used for many 
things.

They are the pixelated squares 
you see in restaurants, on adver-
tisements, in stores, on food pack-
aging, business cards and airline 
tickets. Your phone with its built-in 
features can access the link to di-

rectly access the information. This 
technology is a smart barcode.

It is easy to scan a QR code on 
your smartphone without using 
any special apps. Use your phone’s 
native capabilities to avoid mal-
ware! It is NOT necessary to 
download other apps to use QR 
code technology, and it is safer to 

How to scan a QR code with your iPhone or Android phone’s camera:
1. Open the camera on your phone.
2. Hold the phone so the QR code appears in the viewfinder. Be patient for it to appear.
3. Your phone should recognize the QR code and provide a notification.
4. Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code.

If you aren’t notified, go to Settings and enable QR code scanning.

Using Google Lens  –  This has some really cool features!
Google Lens started as a feature in Pixel phones and can identify a dog breed or trans-
late text. Here’s how to use it:
1. Open the Google app on your phone. Click on camera icon to Google Lens.
2. Now the Google Lens icon can be used whenever you open your camera and can 

scan QR codes. 
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There are two Comal County 
election cycles in 2023 –

May and November.
May Election includes:

• New Braunfels Mayor
 - Roy Neal Linnartz
- Michael Alexander French
- George Green
- Edward Martinez Jr. 
 

• New Braunfels City Council 
District 5

- Mary Ann Labowski
- Bently C. Paiz 

• New Braunfels  City Council 
District 6

- April Ryan
- Pete Dillon
- Steve Voges
- James Blakey (Incumbent)

• NBSID Trustee District 2 
- Jason York (Incumbent) 

• NBSID Trustee District 4
- Russell Garner
- Garrison Maurer

• NBSID Trustee At-Large
- Falon Cochran
- Kimberly Goodwin
- James William (Bill) Lewis       
   III

• CISD District 2
- Nancy York (Incumbent) 

• CISD District 4
- John E. Tucker (Incumbent)
- Jaclyn Gold (Jackie) Sanders

Political ActivitiesImportant election dates 2023

by Susan Walker
Assistant Political Activities

May 6 Election Dates
•  January 1 – first day to request 

Ballot By Mail (BBM) or FPCA 
  

•  January 18 – first day to file for a 
place on the ballot

• February 17 – last day to file

• April 6 – last day to register to 
vote in May election 

• April 24 – first day of early voting 
 

• April 25 – last day to receive a 
request for Ballot By Mail

• May 2 – last day of early voting

Saturday, May 6 
Election Day

November 7 Election Dates
The November election will be 

for Constitutional Amendments.
•  October 10 – last day to register 

to vote in the November election 
  

•  October 23 – first day of early 
voting  

•  October 27 – last day to receive a 
request for Ballot By Mail  
  

•  November 3 – last day of early 
voting  

Tuesday,  November 7 
Election Day

Important Note: Ballot by Mail Applications expire at the end of 
each calendar year.  If you wish to receive your ballot by mail, you must 
submit a new request each year. https://www.co.comal.tx.us/elections.htm

Comal Independent 
School District 
2023 Bond Issues

The Comal ISD Board of 
Trustees has approved a bond 
package to address growth, cam-
pus safety and security, student 
technology and expansion/im-
provement at existing campuses. 
The bond referendum will appear 
as three separate propositions.
Proposition A..........  $560,564,863
Proposition B ............  $46,094,984
Proposition C ............  $28,000,000

For more info visit www.comalisd.org 

City of New Braunfels 
2023 Bond Development

In 2021, the City Council 
appointed 24 members to a Bond 
Advisory Committee. In 2022, 
twenty projects were identi-
fied and ranked with a total of 
$183M. The City Council has 
reduced the list to expenditures 
of $140M. Projects not on the 
list will remain in the city’s 
future plan. For more informa-
tion, visit https://www.nbtexas.
org/3246/2023-Bond-Development



CLRW Recognized for Hours by Patti Johnson
Awards and Achievements

Keep those hours &activities coming in...
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CLRW annually 
awards two 

first-year scholarships of $1,000 to 
two graduating seniors attending 
Canyon Lake High School or Me-
morial Early College High School 
(New Braunfels) from the Canyon 
Lake HS feeder pattern. 

Comal ISD uses a secure, 
web-based program called Going 
Merry to provide students a con-
nection to scholarships for which 
they are qualified to apply. The 
student creates an individual profile 
which, in addition to basic infor-
mation, also captures the following 
information: GPA, extracurricular 
organizations/clubs, sports, awards/
honors, volunteer hours, target 
colleges, universities, technical or 
trade schools, intended major and 
intended career. The application 
also requires a copy of their 7th 

by Ruth Diamond
ScholarshipsScholarships 

semester transcript, a copy of their 
resume and an essay no longer than 
500 words on “Why should YOU be 
considered for this scholarship?”     

The window for students to 
apply for all local scholarships is 
February 1 to March 5, 2023. On 
March 7, I will receive the scholar-
ship applications electronically, at 
which time I will disseminate these 
applications via email to four other 
CLRW members who have gra-
ciously volunteered to review and 
help select the two finalists. These 
women are Tara Evans, Sharon 
Lee, Brenda Potter and Carolyn 
Tucker. Jan Simon has also volun-
teered and will serve as a backup to 
the team. 

When reviewing the applica-
tions, we will place between 30 to 
40 percent of our decision on their 
essays which must be typewritten 

CLRW members 
have long 

understood that America and Texas 
are worth fighting for – and that is 
what we do.

We are Republicans because we 
generally have the same goals for 
our families and have learned that 
it is easier to be heard in a group 
than just with a single voice.

That is why the National and 
Texas Federations of Republi-
can Women exist. When we work 
together, we are listened to. And 
that is why the hours we expend to 
achieve our goals are recorded, why 
the elected officials and candidates 
turn to us for help, and why they 

and will be judged on content, 
structure and grammar. My team 
will have roughly three weeks to 
individually review all the applica-
tions, and on April 5, we will meet 
as a group to make a final selection 
of the two recipients. We must no-
tify Comal ISD of our two winners 
no later than April 15.

We are proud to be able to 
recognize two worthy area seniors 
for their achievements while in 
high school and offer some finan-
cial assistance as they further their 
education.

listen to our collective voices. In 
the past year, our club received rec-
ognition twice at the national level 
of Republican women for having 
the most volunteer hours in the na-
tion for a Jumbo club. That is why 
I have the most annoying job on 
the board – as no one wants to be 
nagged about writing down what 
you have done! Each hour you 
expend working to make the lives 
of your children and grandchildren 
better is worth almost $30! And 
that is why we have a voice that is 
heard when we want our represen-
tative’s ear. Count all hours polit-
ical in nature and supporting the 
Republican philosophy – including 
in-person and web-based confer-

ences. Count 
hours ab-
sorbing news 
programs IF 
you pass it 
on! Harry 
Hingst and 
the Brei-
tungs are 
excellent examples of this – they 
publish news items of importance 
on the web!

What counts? Elected officials 
who receive a stipend can count 
their hours; paid hours for all 
election-related activities; hours for 
preparation, travel to club and special 
events; and meetings at city, county or 
national Republican meetings.
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On the Texas Senate Floor

Legislative Day on February 
3 was quite a day. Texas 

Federation of Republican Wom-
en (TFRW) worked hard putting 
together a fabulous event despite an 
ice storm that crippled Austin.
•  Meet the Freshmen took place. 

In this freshman class, we have 
a police officer, former teacher, 
mother, grandmother and busi-
nessman, among others.

•  The number of Republican 
women in the Texas House has 
doubled.

•  Carrie Isaac is one of those 
freshmen.

•  Each comes in with determined 
agendas and serious goals for 
policy change, some of those 
being criminal justice reform, 
especially district attorneys who 
don’t follow the law; parental 
rights; property taxes; and bills 
regarding fentanyl.

There are 86 Republicans and 
64 Democrats that serve in the 
Texas House.

There are 37 committee chair 
appointments. 

While the Republican Party 
stance was NO Democratic Chairs, 
nine Democrats were appointed 
as chairs and 28 Republicans were 
chosen as committee chairs. This is 
at least better than 2021 when there 
were 21 Republicans and 14 Dem-
ocrats. 

Fines have also been imple-
mented should they defect again: 
$500 a day and the possibility of 
losing their chair position or being 
removed from a committee.

Our House Representative, 
Carrie Isaac, has been appointed to 

Buckle Up - it's legislative time!
by Carolyn Besselman

Legislative

the House Appropriations Com-
mittee (bills and money from the 
treasury) and Business and Indus-
try (Industry and Manufacturing.)

As of this writing, more than 
4500 bills have been filed so far.

Lieutenant Governor Dan Pat-
rick has laid out his top 30 priority 
bills in the Texas Senate. Some of 
these are:
• Handling state money for the 

next two years – balancing a 
budget

• Teacher pay
• Parental rights
• Texas water supply
• Infrastructure
• The grid 
• Property tax

Governor Abbott recently laid 
out his vision. He has chosen his 
top emergency items that he deems 
action should be taken on. Some of 
these are:
• Property tax relief
• Restricting pandemic emergency 

powers
•  School safety measures
•  Bail restrictions
•  School choice
•  Securing the border (What does 

this mean? How? Nothing has 
worked so far!)

•  Cracking down on fentanyl
It is extremely difficult to nar-

row down the top bills that are the 
standouts since there are so many, 
but here are some to watch:

HB-631 – parental rights in 
education

HB-122 – relates to professional 
liability insurance coverage for and 
prohibition on providers to certain 
children’s procedures and treatment 
for gender transitioning, gender 
reassignment or gender dysphoria; 
creating a criminal offense.

SB-2 – deals with the offense of 
illegal voting; increasing a criminal 
penalty.

SB-147 – relates to acquisition 
of title to real property by aliens or 
foreign entities.

SCR-17 (Senate Committee 
Resolution) – urging Congress to 
propose and submit to the states 
for ratification the “Keep Nine” 
amendment to the Constitution.

How can you find any and all 
the information on bills and their 
status? Go to Texas Legislature 
Online (TLO) or legiscan.com.

On another note: Our Con-
gressman, Chip Roy, was at head-
quarters recently and gave a terrific 
update on what the Republicans are 
trying to get done in Washington. 
My personal opinion is this man 
does not back down and really 
does try to represent his people.

Texas and Texans matter. We 
expect our officials to get the job 
done. Let’s keep the eyes of Texas 
on them!
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Once again, we are left 
scratching our heads at the 

latest scandal that has hit our high-
ly politicized nation – the discovery 
of President Biden’s misplaced 
classified documents. Is this anoth-
er scandal we can add to the long 
list of others we’ve seen in recent 
years: the missing Hillary Clinton 
emails, Benghazi, fake news, stolen 
elections, impeachments, Jeffrey 
Epstein’s ‘suicide,’ Hunter Biden’s 
laptop, the January 6 ‘insurrection,’ 
the Trump-Russia collusion? Add 
former President Trump and 
former VP Mike Pence’s missing 
classified documents, and one can’t 
help but wonder: are these so-
called ‘scandals’ becoming so prev-
alent that we are becoming almost 
immune to the newest ‘scandal of 
the day’?

And isn’t it strange how the 
Biden situation was handled so 
differently than the raid on Trump’s 
estate, which was televised around 
the world? After the first discovery 
of documents, why wasn’t the FBI 
in full regalia on the doorsteps of 
Biden’s residence? Why wasn’t the 
public made aware of the develop-
ment until two months afterwards, 
especially since the first batch of 
documents was discovered just 
six days before the 2022 midterm 
elections? 

Would you be surprised to 
learn that these types of ‘scandals’ 
have been occurring for decades – 
as far back as before World War II? 

Mark Zaid, a lawyer who spe-
cializes in the handling of classified 
information, has a document from 
the Truman administration in his 
library marked ‘top secret.’ For 
years, it had been in the possession 
of Truman’s Chief of Staff. Accord-

Homeland SecurityMissing classified documents
by Julia Anne Tepera

Homeland Security

ing to Zaid, prior to the Presi-
dential Records Act, which was 
enacted during the Carter admin-
istration, many senior officials took 
classified records home all the time 
that weren’t necessarily returned to 
the National Archives and Re-
cords Administration (NARA).

Scott Amey, General Counsel 
for the Project on Government 
Oversight notes, “I’d bet you that if 
they go back to all of the living pres-
idents and root through their homes 
and their libraries and their ware-
houses and garages, they’re going to 
unearth some classified documents 
there.” (Yahoo News, January 19, 
2023) 

An intriguing example of this 
occurred in 1984 when a 13-year-
old girl took a briefcase of classified 
government documents to school 
as a show-and-tell project for her 
class! Her father had found them 
four years earlier in a hotel room 
used by President Jimmy Carter 
to prepare for a debate with Ron-
ald Reagan in 1980. He took them 
home, unimpressed by the classi-
fied markings.

As further proof of the hypoc-
risy and double standards that play 
out in this nation’s politics, let’s 
look at some of the reactions to the 
current cases.

Biden on Trump’s case: “How 
that could possibly happen. How 
anyone could be that irresponsi-
ble.” (Fox News, January 14, 2023)

House Judiciary Chair Rep. Jim 
Jordan: “…the double standard is 
obvious.”  “Where’s the raid?” (Dai-
lyMail.com, January 12, 2023) 

Josh Meyer on the White 
House: “Have refused to comment 
on the nature of the Biden docu-

ments, including why the documents 
were in his possession for a long 
period of time without anyone notic-
ing.” (USA Today, January 19, 2023)

John Yoo, former DOJ attor-
ney: “… what we need to know is 
what was the harm to the national 
security? ... It might be the case that 
Trump’s holding the document is 
of less of a harm to the national 
security. They seem to be in a locked 
basement room with cameras and 
personnel on them, whereas Biden’s 
are next to his car, in a locked garage 
in one place and then in a locked 
closet in another place, and then 
in his home in another place. That 
might be more of a threat to na-
tional security because more people 
might have had access to them.” (Fox 
News, January 23, 2023) 

Johnathan Turley: “The 
University of Delaware has been 
used for years to shield potential-
ly embarrassing documents from 
public review for the Biden family, 
including allegations that the pres-
ident engaged in sexual harass-
ment or assault as a member of the 
Senate. The university effectively 
agreed to serve as a type of lock 
box for the Bidens to prevent a re-
view of his senatorial records as he 



ran for higher office.” (New York 
Post, February 2, 2023)

Considering the history and 
number of mishandled classified 
documents, we must ask ourselves, 
why is this now being sensation-
alized? Is it to continually polarize 
politics in America? Is it to influ-
ence the outcome of the Novem-
ber 2022 midterms; an attempt to 
criminalize Trump and Biden so 
neither can run for office in 2024; 
or to expose the entire Biden 
family and its influence-peddling 
scheme? Hopefully, time will tell. 
If not, we’ll be right back where we 
started.

Timeline of Events
(Note: several discrepancies 

in dates were found in multiple 
sources when conducting research 
for this article.) 

Aug 8, 2022 – FBI raids Mar-
A-Lago, Trump’s Florida home/
private club. It is an unprecedented 
raid of a former president’s home 
that was televised around the 
world. Trump previously claimed 
he declassified documents in 15 
boxes and refused to turn them 
over despite several requests and a 
subpoena. They include informa-
tion about Iran’s nuclear program 
and intelligence-gathering opera-
tions in China. 

Nov 2 – Six days before the No-
vember midterms, ten documents 
are found in a locked closet by 
Biden’s lawyers at Penn Biden 
Center in Washington, D.C. The 
Chinese Communist Party has 
donated an estimated $67 million 
to the University of Pennsylvania. 
The exact amount distributed to 
the Penn Biden Center is un-
known because the University itself 
refuses to open it books – another 
example of lack of transparency. 

It has since been made public 
knowledge that the documents 
found include intelligence memos 
and additional material concern-
ing Iran, Ukraine and the United 
Kingdom. 
Nov 9 – The FBI opens an investi-
gation three months after the raid 
on Mar-A-Lago.
Nov 18 – Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland announces a special 
counsel, veteran federal prosecutor 
Jack Smith, in the Trump case.
Dec 20 – Several documents are 
found in a room next to the garage 
of Biden’s Wilmington, DE house. 
Note that Hunter Biden ‘rents’ 
the house from his father, thereby 
giving him and all his unknown 
guests access to everything on the 
property. He is currently embroiled 
in his own scandal due to his ties to 
Ukraine business activities and in-

fluence-peddling, as well as suspect 
issues in China and Russia. 
Jan 9, 2023 – Two months after the 
initial discovery, the public is first 
told of the Biden documents at 
Penn Biden Center. 

Matt Gaetz, US Representative, 
FL, later notes, “If the documents 
pertain to China and were at a re-
pository funded by China, one could 
reasonably assess that the scandal 
runs deeper and would have a real 
damaging effect on our country.” 
(flag&cross.com)  
Jan 11– One additional document 
is found in a room near the Wilm-
ington garage.
Jan 12 – Garland appoints former 
Maryland US Attorney Robert 

Hur as special counsel in the Biden 
case.  
Jan 14 – Five more documents are 
found in the same room next to the 
garage where one document was 
found on January 12. 
Jan 16  – Former VP Mike Pence 
asks his attorney, Greg Jacob, “out 
of an abundance of caution,” to 
review four boxes of documents 
stored in his Indiana home.   
Approximately twelve classified 
documents are found.
Jan 20 – Six documents are found 
in Biden’s house: some from when 
he was a senator and others from 
his time as VP in the Obama ad-
ministration. 
Feb 10 – An additional document 
is found at the home of former VP 
Mike Pence during a voluntary 
five-hour search.

Issues with mishandled classi-
fied documents have been known 
for decades. The National Archives 
and Records Administration 
(NARA) has formal written proce-
dures to address the safeguarding 
of these documents. Current and 
former government officials, pri-
vate watchdog groups and security 
analysts have been pushing for 
reforms to the system. These cases 
show how prevalent the problem is, 
and how much improvement the 
system needs to ensure the protec-
tion of our nation’s top secrets.

For additional reading: 
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/poli-
tics/2023/01/19/biden-trump-classified-docu-
ments-archives/11048131002/ 

https://www.nprorg/2023/01/19/1149924332/
mishandling-of-classified-documents-hap-
pens-more-than-you-might-think

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-cana-
da-64256465

https://www.voanews.com/a/fbi-justice-de-
partment-routinely-prosecute-misuse-of-clas-
sified-documents/6694887.html 

https://www.newsbreak.com news/29075000 
57736/forget-classified-docs-show-us-the-real-
haul-of-biden-s-records-in-delaware

Continued from page 20
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The Comal County 
Republican Party of-
fice at 265 Landa, New 
Braunfels, is OPEN from 
10 AM to 2 PM weekdays. 
Two volunteers are need-
ed each day to answer the 
phone; take donations; 
answer questions; distrib-
ute information, signs, 
campaign materials; reg-
ister voters; prepare mail-
ings and update computer 
records. 

Get YOUR Tee!
Headquarters is THE 

place to pick up a vari-
ety of red, white and blue 
items that demonstrate 
your patriotism. There are 
items to wear, yard signs 
and information about 
meetings and events spon-
sored by all of the Republi-
can clubs in Comal Coun-
ty. 

AND, it is a great place 
to chat and get to know 
fellow Republicans!

Training for new volunteers is held every Monday 
10 AM to 2 PM

Go to comalcountygop.org under "Contact" to volunteer.

We have caps, tee shirts and 
other great things perfect for 

gift giving!



Get to know CLRW Members
Talents, skills, beauty  & brains!!!
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Suzanne is 
an Air Force brat 
whose family 
finally landed in 
western Wash-
ington upon her 
Dad’s retirement. 
She spent most 
of her adulthood 
in the Pacific 
Northwest and 

finally escaped to the sunshine and 
southern hospitality which she and her 
husband found in Texas. 

Suzanne has a Bachelor's degree 
and spent almost 20 years working in 
healthcare. When child number three 
arrived, she began her stay-at-home 

Carolyn Besselman
I grew up 

in Houston and 
attended North 
Texas State 
University. 
While there, 
I auditioned 
for a group 
called Sing Out 
America and 
was chosen to 

travel with the group, Up with People. 
After traveling around the world for a 
year (what an incredible experience!), 
I decided to come back home and 
finish college.

While working on my degree in 
teaching and music, I also worked as 
a studio back-up singer for recording 
artists. Once I graduated, I taught 
during the week, recorded radio com-
mercials for KIKK Radio in Houston 
and sang with different bands on the 
weekends (another fascinating experi-
ence!)

I then met my husband, Jerry, 
who was a Houston firefighter, and 
we raised our family in Katy. We 

have been married now for 42 years. 
Between the two of us, we have four 
grown kids and ten grandkids!

After retiring from teaching, we 
built our home in Spring Branch and 
have been here for 17 years now. Both 
of us have stayed active in our com-
munity and in the schools our kids 
attended. I still love going to concerts, 
especially at Gruene Hall, and am a 
die-hard George Strait fan.

Since living here, I have served 
as a board member for my POA, a 
member of several committees in the 
community and volunteered at New 
Life Center in Canyon Lake. I joined 
Canyon Lake Republican Women in 
2014. Since joining, I appear to have 
immersed myself in politics and have 
held the following offices: Recording 
Secretary, Legislative Chair, 3rd VP 
– Fundraising, Leadership Chair and 
President.

I have been a Tribute to Wom-
en honoree, delegate to three State 
conventions, delegate to the NFRW 
Convention, Leadership Co-Chair for 

Suzanne Lindergren Kathy Beam
I am from 

the Houston 
area, and we 
moved here to 
retire three and a 
half years ago.

The fol-
lowing year, I 
attended the 
Freedom Walk where I met Belin-
da Frisk. We started talking and she 
asked if I was a conservative, to which 
I responded “Yes!” She invited me to 
join the CLRW group. I was looking to 
meet new friends and was very excited 
to join. 

I used to work in the beauty in-
dustry as a manicurist and an inde-
pendent beauty consultant. I spent a 
lot of time networking and promoting 
my beauty business in makeup artistry, 
fashion and the art of color. I enjoy 
helping women with makeovers to 
bring out their best side. Even though 
I am now retired, I still enjoy doing 
makeovers and using my skills to assist 
women. 

In addition, I enjoy gardening, 
crafts and being creative with different 
projects.

Mom phase until child number four 
started 2nd grade. Not only did she 
keep busy with a daughter and three 
young boys at home, she earned the 
Boy Scouts of America Woodbadge 
while serving as a scout leader and 
in other volunteer positions. Return-
ing to work, she found a great job in 
Christian ministry work. She ventured 
out into doing consulting work and 
mentoring before moving to New 
Braunfels in 2021. 

Suzanne is enjoying meeting new 
friends while building her Life Style 
Systems coaching business here in 
Texas. She loves her new home and 
lives with her husband Bob, their son 
Liam and adopted dog, Gordon. Gar-
dening, reading and cooking are 
some of her favorite hobbies.

TFRW and VP of Greater San Anto-
nio Area Council (GSAC.)

Some of my most notable experi-
ences after getting involved in politics 
have been: attended a Trump rally in 
Houston; block walked for several can-
didates; phone banked for candidates 
and volunteered at Comal County 
Republican Headquarters.

Currently, I am a deputy registrar, 
Precinct Chair of 403 and an election 
judge.

I love the people of this area and 
have met some outstanding people 
since moving here. I highly recom-
mend getting involved in some way.
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CLRW MembershipWatch us grow!
Canyon Lake Republican 

Women’s membership 
2023 is off to a great start. Our 
current membership includes 123 
full members and 51 associate 
members.

The Annual CLRW Member-
ship Luncheon, “Ladies in Red,” 
will be held on April 19 at 11 am at 
the Lakeside Golf Club in Canyon 
Lake. 

We are excited to offer the Golf 
Club’s catering service this year. 
We will have a wonderful lunch of 

by Brenda Potter
Membership

chicken caesar wraps, pasta salad 
and fresh fruit. As we have done in 
the past, there will be several mem-
bers of the club providing delecta-
ble desserts.

Members are encouraged to 
don a vintage ’20 to ’40s hat to 
enter the hat contest! The speaker 
this year will be Dr. Dana Myers, 
Vice Chair of the Republican Party 
of Texas. Our Canyon Lake High 
School Color Guard will also be 
present. This is a special time to 
have a nice lunch and celebrate all 

the members of our club.
To welcome and educate our 

newest members, the New Member 
Orientation Luncheon is scheduled 
for May 23 from 2 to 4 pm at the 
Mystic Shores Community Cen-
ter. New members will be briefed 
on what our club represents and 
what we do for the Republican Par-
ty effort and our local community.

Newsletter quiz: Where was the first NFRW club founded? First to email Barbara the correct answer gets the prize!

April 19

Lakeside Golf Club, 455 Watts Lane, Canyon Lake, TX



Where are we headed?

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot

continued on page 26
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What is the actual state 
of our union? Not the 

“inside-the-beltway-echo-cham-
ber” version but the inescapable 
“what is happening right before 
our eyes?” version. I will put forth 
the state of affairs as I see it. Your 
mileage may vary.

The face of society’s declining 
moral and ethical standards is hid-
den behind the makeup of political 
correctness and tolerance. Apply a 
touch of virtue-signaling around 
the eyes and a dash of gaslighting 
around the mouth, and we have the 
perfect lipstick on a pig illustra-
tion. Incrementalism and playing 
the stra-
tegic long 
game are 
doctrines 
of the leftist 
playbook. 
Death by a thousand cuts is still 
death.

How are we holding up against 
this slow drip which is assaulting 
the character of Americans and 
America? Some are holding up 
very well; others not so much.

How many times a day are you 
“reminded” of your victimhood 
status? Commercials tell us we 
can settle thousands of dollars of 
unpaid income tax debt for hun-
dreds of dollars. Other lifelines for 
“victims” are thrown to those who 
have irresponsibly accrued credit 
card or student loan debt. There is 
no consideration that these victims 
agreed in writing to honor and re-
pay their debt. Many are convinced 
they were tricked or intimidated 
into involuntarily agreeing to their 
obligations, so they should be able 
to walk away.

Am I the only one who screams 
at the radio,“Quit whining and pay 
your damn taxes and debts like 
the rest of us!” I am in the majority 
here, perhaps only for now. It is not 
lost on me that more of us may be 
tempted by the notion that honor-
ing our word is optional. Do not 
be self-deceived; that is not how it 
works.

Besides the ever-evolving 
concept of victimhood, many 
long-standing definitions of terms 
have morphed or changed com-
pletely. The hammer and sickle of 
endless wordsmithing are pound-
ing us regularly. For example, you 

may have noticed when 
the Centers for Disease 
Control changed web-
site definitions which 
became problematic 
for selling their confus-

ing narrative for COVID-19. As a 
result, the definitions of “vaccine” 
and “immunity” were “repur-
posed.” How convenient.

Environmentalists cannot agree 
on “climate change” or “global 
warming,” even though 97 percent 
of scientists funded through gov-
ernment grants assure us doubters 
that both are real! Whatever sup-
ports the narrative of self-anoint-
ed elitists is submitted as truth. 
Following that, they depart their 
million-dollar lairs for private jets 
to the next venue where they can 
bask in the intellectual sunshine 
of fellow “do-gooders” delivering 
their warning that the human race 
is killing the planet and it must 
stop now!

My favorite “covering” declara-
tion that binds all the nonsensical 
possibilities in the cosmos is that 

science is “settled.” What inexpli-
cable ignorance drives the mis-
conception that all science settles 
anything? And who decides when 
and why that is? Does anyone not 
remember the definition of the 
“scientific method” we learned in 
school?

Critical thinking, if not dead, 
is mortally wounded. Ideology is 
widening the chasm between indi-
viduality and self-reliance. We no 
longer debate issues of importance. 
Instead, tolerance is demanded to 
a fault. We are expected to only 
look at the “soft” side of life. Can’t 
we all just get along and feel good 

about ourselves? No, we cannot. 
Not if it means we walk away from 
our moral beliefs and the common 
sense of solid ethics. To aban-
don the attributes of character, 
honesty, and integrity to be more 
accommodating to lesser stan-
dards of behavior is self-destruc-
tive. True patriots will not betray 
the Founding Fathers’ efforts, our 
Constitution-inspired genius, or 
the Divine Providence that birthed 

What inexplicable igno-
rance drives the misconcep-
tion that all science settles 
anything? 

To abandon the attributes 
of character, honesty, and 
integrity to be more accom-
modating to lesser standards 
of behavior is self-destructive. 



Continued from page 25
the greatest nation the world has 
ever known.

The future is challenging for 
all of us. It will test the survival 
of the patriotic ethos of America. 
But we must continue teaching 
our children and grandchildren 
to walk in the light of truth. 
Discernment is a shield against 
the moral sword of Damocles’ 
hanging over the soul of America. 
We and our offspring must be 
free-thinking and unafraid to use 
the truth against false doctrine. 
Teach your children well – they 
are the guardians of our future.

We must first reestablish 
what it means to be faithful to 
ourselves and, secondarily, to be 
loyal to our country. America is 
the sum of its parts. You and I are 
essential parts. We must never 
surrender to indoctrination or 
intimidation and forget who we 
are. Evil only triumphs through 
our surrender.

The hope and promise of 
America remain if we are willing 
to take risks and put ourselves 
on the front lines protecting her. 
Failing that, the country we love 
and her potential will no longer 
be.

Above all else, remember 2 
Chronicles 7:14  – “if my people, 
who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will for-
give their sin and will heal their 
land.”

Love God, love each other, 
and love your enemies. Be true 
to your faith, and never hesitate 
to stand up for it. America is 
counting on you.
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Ron Frisk

Need Buttons?
CLRW has a but-

ton-making 
business and can provide a button 
of your choice for political office, 
birthdays, anniversaries, church 
functions, you name it!

Our bright three-inch buttons 
promote you or your event! And, 
they are cheaper than tee shirts and 
don’t have to be washed or ironed! 
The best thing is that they create 
attention!!!

You can provide your own logo 
or we can design one for you at 
a very reasonable fee! All of our 
buttons are custom made and are 
reasonably priced. All profits from 
button making are returned to 
CLRW’s candidate fund to support 
Republican candidates running in 
local elections!

Button prices:
 <25 – $2  25-99 – $1.60

100-249  –$1.40 250-499 –$1.25
500-999 – $1.00 1000 + – $.85

CLUELESS in DC
CLRW murder mystery

Sat urday,
September 23

NewBraunfels
Civic Center

save the date!
It’s gonna be a real whodunnit?

The 2023 CLRW FUNdraiser 
will be unique and a first 

for the club – a murder mystery! 
Audience members will work as 
sleuths sifting through clues and 
the numerous suspects to uncover 
the real killer!

Leading the event will be Karen 
Hobson, chair, and Sherry Otting-
er, assistant co-chair. Pam Sullivan 
and Regina McDaniel, as Talent/
Entertainment co-chairs, are cus-
tomizing an original and creative 
storyline for our Murder Mystery. 
Tara Evans is already accepting 
items for the Silent and Live Auc-
tions. 

FUNdraiser
Paula 

Schuldheisz 
will lead the 
efforts for 
Decorations 
and Marsha 
White will 
chair Des-
serts for the 
evening. Jim 
Hynes and 
Donna Lancon serve as Bakery co-
chairs for the awesome homemade 
treats that guests to purchase.

It’s going to be a real whodunnit 
– so mark your calendar for Sep-
tember 23 for a fun evening!

by Karen Hobson,3rd VP - 
Fundraising



Officials' Legislative CornerServing Comal County citizens
by Julia Anne Tepera

CLRW was very 
fortunate to 

have Comal County Judge Sher-
man Krause as our guest speaker 
in January. In addition to speaking 
to outside groups such as CLRW, 
listed below are the 
main responsibilities of 
a county judge:
• Presides over a 
five-member commis-
sioners court, which 
has budgetary and 
administrative authori-
ty over county govern-
ment operations.
•  Handles matters such as hearings 
for beer and wine license applica-
tions; admittance to state hospitals 
for the mentally ill and mentally 
retarded; juvenile work permits 
and temporary guardianships for 
special purposes.
•  Responsible for calling elections, 
posting election notices and re-
ceiving and canvassing the election 
returns.
•  May have judicial responsibil-
ity for certain criminal, civil and 
probate matters – responsibility for 
these functions vary from county to 
county. In those counties in which 
the judge has judicial responsibil-
ities, the judge has appellate juris-
diction over matters arising from 
the justice courts.
• Head of civil defense and disaster 
relief, county welfare, and in coun-
ties under 225,000 population, the 
judge prepares the county budget 
along with the county auditor or 
county clerk.
•  Serves as the chief budget officer 
for the county.

•  Signs applications for delayed 
birth certificates issues waivers for 
and performs wedding ceremonies.
•  Elected county wide by the 
citizens of Comal County, Comal 

County Judge Krause may 
consider some criminal, 
civil, juvenile, probate and 
mental competency cases. 
However, in Comal Coun-
ty, the primary function 
of the Judge is to be the 
presiding officer of the 
Commissioners Court. 
Considered to be the 
chief executive officer, the 

County Judge represents the county 
at ceremonial occasions and on 
various boards and committees. (co.
comal.tx.us)

We were also very fortunate to 
have Comal 
County Dis-
trict Attorney 
Jennifer Tharp 
as our guest 
speaker in Feb-
ruary. Please 
see the article 
written by Jan 
Hunt (page 
3) for a more 
comprehensive 
summary of her discussion.

To elaborate further on one of 
the subjects DA Tharp spoke about 
during her talk, she addressed the 
new Mental Health Court that was 
approved in June 2021.

According to DA Tharp, one 
in five adults in the country ex-
perience mental illness each year, 
and one in six children ages 6 to17 
experience a health disorder.

“Today is an exciting day for 
our community. Through Judge 

Wigington’s 
Mental Health 
Court, we are 
going to be 
able to provide 
desperately 
needed help and 
resources for individuals suffering 
from mental illness,” said Criminal 
District Attorney Jennifer Tharp. 
“This Court will provide additional 
tools and resources for mental health 
consumers in the criminal justice 
system, as well as providing stability 
through Court ordered outpatient 
and inpatient mental health treat-
ment for individuals prior to enter-
ing the criminal justice system.” (co.
comal.tx.us)

On the role of a prosecutor, 
Jennifer Tharp stated, “I concur 
with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Sutherland’s philosophy concerning 
the role of a prosecutor.”

“The [prosecutor] is the repre-
sentative not of an ordinary party 
to a controversy, but of a sover-
eignty whose obligation to govern 
impartially is as compelling as its 
obligation to govern at all; and 
whose interest, therefore, in a crim-
inal prosecution is not that it shall 
win a case, but that justice shall be 
done. As such, he is in a peculiar 
and very definite sense the servant 

of the law, the twofold aim of which 
is that guilt shall not escape or 
innocence suffer. He may prosecute 
with earnestness and vigor – indeed, 
he should do so. But, while he may 
strike hard blows, he is not at liberty 
to strike foul ones. It is as much his 
duty to refrain from improper meth-
ods calculated to produce a wrong-
ful conviction as it is to use every 
legitimate means to bring about a 
just one.”

Justice Sutherland in Berger v. United 
States, 295 U.S. 78 (1935)
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Legislation .......................... Carolyn Besselman

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Publicity .................... Belinda Frisk/Tara Evans

Social Media & Webmaster ............Carrie Hynes

Special Committees
Armed Forces ..............................Melinda Rapp

Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Scholarships .............................. Ruth Diamond

Representatives
GSAC .................................. Carolyn Besselman

State Republican Executive Committee

 ............................Naomi Narvaiz & Chris Byrd

Deputy Director TFRW ...............Sylvia Gartner

The WAVE is a great tool to forward to friends that you think 
might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect 
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and 
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!

What’s Happening
March 15 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lake-
side Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Carolyn Bessel-
man, Guest Speaker

Apr 1 – TFRW Nuts & Bolts Workshop - 10 am to 
3 pm - Hays County Republican Party Welcome Center 
- $25 - RSVP to smgartner@hotmail.com 

Apr 11 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm

Apr 19 –  CLRW Annual Membership Luncheon 
- Lakeside Golf Club, Startzville - 11 am - Dr. Dana 
Meyers, Republican Party of Texas, Guest Speaker

May 8 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - TPML 
- 1 pm

May 17 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Comal County Sheriff 
Mark Reynolds, Guest Speaker

May 23 –  CLRW New Member Orientation Lunch-
eon - Mystic Shores Community Center - 2 to 4 pm

May 6 –  Election Day
June 12 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm

June 21 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lake-
side Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am 

July 4 –  July 4th Parade - Startzville - 10:30 am 

July 10 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm

July 19 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am 

Aug 7 –  CLRW Executive Board Meeting - TPML 
- 1 pm

Aug 16 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am 

Sept 11 –  FREEDOM WALK - Canyon Lake Dam - 
7:30 am

Sept 11 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting - 
TPML - 1 pm

Sept 20 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am 

Sept 23 –  CLRW FishFry FUNdraiser - Clueless 
in DC - New Braunfels Civic Center, New Braunfels 
-   6 pm 
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