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The President of the United 
States is responsible for 

implementing and enforcing the 
laws written by Congress. He is 
supposed to be a symbol for all the 
people. He or she should represent 
the entire country’s population 
– or at least a majority. But this 
current administration only rep-
resents a small faction of anti U.S. 
everything!

Conservatives…    
this is your wake up call. The ene-
my is surrounding us!

Most Conservatives do not 
step up and volunteer on a cam-
paign, and that has to change! 
I am proud of this club because 
I have asked at each and every 
meeting for two years, “Do just 
one thing to help our conservative 
cause.” Our members stepped up 
to the challenge.

In 2020 when the pandemic 
hit, we persevered. This club chose 
to carry on and never slowed 
down. We knew if we did not 
carry on, there would be too much 
opportunity for the Democrats 
to move forward. We were deter-
mined not to let that happen.  

No Democratic candidate ever 
received over five million votes in 
Texas until 2020.

That fact alone may have 
caused them to win, but luckily 
Republican Women worked tire-
lessly to get six million voters out 
in Texas! Our club jumped all in 
to help with the Texas-wide effort.  
We attended functions, ZOOMs, 
rallies and more. We wrote to our 
representatives, as well as Demo-
cratic representatives. 



CLRW Meetings
by Susan Walker,

 1st Vice President-Programs
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Susan Walker, 1st VP, Ken Mercer, and Carolyn Besselman, President

Our September guest 
speaker was a long-time 

friend, Mr. Ken Mercer, former 
State Board of Education Place 5, 
and now author of a book series, 
the first being Slavery 101.

There is deep concern for a 
burgeoning program of racial 
divide, referred to as Critical Race 
Theory (CRT). While Democrats 
are currently now denying its exis-
tence, many liberal teachers proud-
ly admit to introducing CRT in the 
classroom 
and Texas has 
enacted a law 
against it.  

Mr. Mer-
cer discussed 
that CRT is 
wrong, pri-
marily as it is 
so inaccurate, 
and he dis-
cussed several 
actual, histori-
cal facts to prove that inaccuracy.  

His bottom-line message was: 
be sure you know who you are 
electing to local and state school 
boards!

October had a slightly different 
format. Rather than one speak-
er, we developed a forum of local 
Republican leaders and asked each 
“What are your plans to keep 
Texas red?” Our illustrious guests 
included: John Austin, Chair, Bexar 
County Republican Party; Sue 
Piner, Chair, Comal County Re-
publican Party; Bob Parks, Chair, 
Hays County Republican Party; 
Kris Coons, SREC 25; and Dustin 
Tropp, Texas Young Republican 
Foundation, Director of Club 

Development. Each table had the 
opportunity to write a question (s) 
directed to one or more speaker.

The forum format was well 
received, and members were truly 
interested in hearing about gaining 
and retaining voters, ensuring can-
didate recognition, and especially, 
attracting young men and women 
to the Republican Party.

In November we learned that 
the best information about the Bor-

As we close out 2021, with our 
wonderful Christmas Luncheon, 
we will be welcoming our new 2022 
CLRW Officers. Congratulations to 
each of them, as we look forward 
to an Election, community involve-
ment, and a huge Fish Fry! We will 
be welcoming a dear friend, Sheriff 
Mark Reynolds, to perform the 
swearing in ceremony of our new 
leaders.

This is my final newsletter 
article as the 1st Vice President-Pro-
grams; I truly hope you enjoyed 
the speakers/program for 2021. 
Thank you for all the assistance and 
encouragement, and please join me 
in welcoming Marsha Cooper as 
1st Vice President-Programs, 2022.   
Thanks to all!

der Crisis is to hear from people 
who are actually there. J. Dubya 
Gibson, a spokesman for the Texas 
Border Volunteers, provided plenty 
of insight about the conditions and 
dangers to the migrants and the 
American citizens living and work-
ing at the Border.

The Texas Border Volunteers is 
a group committed to assisting law 
enforcement officials. This is not 
a vigilante group that uses deadly 
force to stop illegal entry to the 
United States. In many instances, 
the volunteers become life savers 
to those who are perishing from 
thirst, hunger, heat, and any num-
ber of dangers that are related to 
risky travel.

Missed one or more 
of our recent 

meetings? Did you know 
that we have recorded most 
of our speakers for you to 
watch later? We don’t want 
you to feel neglected! Check 
out our YouTube channel 
for all our recordings!
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On Wednesday, August 
11th, Cindy Payne and I 

had the honor of being a part of a 
group delivering requested items 
to the Border Patrol in South Tex-
as. Most of you know that Debbie 
Wall of Camino Real Republican 
Women has spearheaded this 
project for the last couple of years. 

The government budget for 
Border Patrol does 
not provide funding 
for much needed 
items like hand san-
itizer, disinfectant 
wipes, mosquito 
repellant, hydrogen 
peroxide, diapers, 
sanitary wipes, and 
gaiter face cover-
ings. There were 
eight vehicles full 
of these items that 
we unloaded at 
a Border Patrol Council Union 

location. 
Due to the federal Govern-

ment's visit to South Texas, we 
were unable to get a briefing from 
the Border Patrol. We did have 
the opportunity to get an up-

Border Care Project
by Belinda Frisk & CIndy Payne

We campaigned and regis-
tered voters. Just as the Suffrag-
ettes marched and made a differ-
ence for women, the women of 
today have a new role. I have been 
more than proud to have served 
as President of this club the past 
two years. But as I step aside, I 
will not stop the concerted effort 
that must be maintained.

Ladies and gents, we have to 
‘Step it Up’ even more!

Joe Biden and his administra-
tion have declared war against our 
own country!

Senator Donna Campbell 
recently spoke at a conference I 
attended. She stated, “This is our 
moment – do not let it pass us 
by. We were meant to be here at 
this time, in this moment. It’s our 
challenge and we MUST NOT 
FAIL.”

Nick Adams, a political 
conservative commentator and 
author has said, “This is a war we 
did not start, but it is a war we 
can win, we must win, and we 
will win.”

THIS IS OUR ALAMO!

Cindy Payne and her nephew

date from Cassie Luevano who 
works for the city of Edinburg 
and Macarena Martinez from the 
RNC.

The Border Care Project 
made two additional trips to the 
border: one in September to Del 
Rio, and one in October to the 
Rio Grande Valley Sector. Thanks 
so much to all who support this 
project. This was an outreach 
to all the Republican Women 
Clubs in Texas through the Texas 
Federation of Republican Women 
with items brought to the quar-
terly board meetings. Canyon 
Lake Republican Women donated 
$424 and $355 in supplies for the 
August and October trips, for a 
grand total this year of $940. 

Canyon Lake Republican 
Women – You Rock!#!

Leadership Day is coming 
What is Leadership Day? 

It’s workshops and 
tools that you need to lead your 
club. You network with other 
clubs throughout the state to 
learn new techniques to use in 
your club.
When:   Saturday, January 29, 
2022
Where:  Embassy Suites in San 
Marcos
Who can attend?:  Everyone! 
Stay tuned for more information.
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by Karen Hobson,
State Legislative Chair

State Legislative Update

• A full forensic audit of Texas 
elections to ensure illegal voting is 
rooted out and prosecuted.
• A ban on all vaccine mandates, 
as previously was added to the 
call on October 11 by Gov. Abbott.
• Banning gender modification, 
including cross sex hormone treat-
ment and puberty blockers, as out-
lined in the Legislative Priorities of 
the Republican Party of Texas.

Since Republican lawmakers 
have maintained control over every 
statewide elected office and the 
state Legislature for almost two 
decades, it’s hard for conservative 
voters to understand why more of 
our Legislative Priorities are not 
addressed by our elected officials!

Texas legislators announce retire-
ments

Thus far, 20 lawmakers have 
announced they will not be seeking 
re-election to their current posi-
tions. This includes 16 from the 
House and four from the Sen-
ate, including our own Rep. Kyle 

continued on page 7

Redistricting

Every ten years, the state 
Legislature is charged with 

redrawing the political boundaries 
for Texas’ share of the U.S. con-
gressional districts, 31 state Senate 
districts, 150 state House districts, 
and 15 State Board of Education 
districts.

Governor Abbott has signed 
the Redistricting plans hammered 
out during the third and last 
Special Session of the Legislature. 
Though most districts receive nom-
inal changes to boundaries, some 
district boundaries change signifi-
cantly to make up for population 
and demographic changes seen in 
the overall U.S. Census.

The largest takeaway, how-
ever, from the recently approved 
boundaries is that of incumbent 
protection for the vast majority of 
both Republican and Democrat 
lawmakers.
SD-25 map changes include adding 
Blanco County to our current Dis-
trict, as well as most of the western 
half of Travis County.
HD-73 has significant changes 
to our District, and the current 
map shows that both Kendall and 
Gillespie Counties were taken from 
HD-73 while the western part of 
Hays County was added to Comal 
County to form the new HD-73.

Barring any successful litiga-
tion against the approved new po-
litical boundaries, the 2022 election 
dates will be:
• Candidate Filing deadline – De-    
  cember 13, 2021
• Primary election – March 1, 2022
• Primary Runoff – May 24, 2022

• General election – November 8,   
  2022 
Election results: Texans approved 
every Constitutional Amendment 
proposed on the recent ballot.

The unofficial results are in, 
and Texas voters approved all eight 
ballot propositions to amend the 
Texas Constitution, as did voters in 
Comal County.

Since being adopted in Febru-
ary of 1876, the current Texas Con-
stitution has been amended more 
than 500 times. This Constitution is 
the fifth since Texas became a state. 
Since 1876, the Legislature has pro-
posed more than 690 constitutional 
amendments; of those, 687 have 
gone before Texas voters. Only 180 
proposed amendments have ever 
been defeated. 
Legislative priorities - status

The Legislature just concluded 
a regular legislative session earli-
er this year and three subsequent 
Special legislative sessions with 
many conservative priorities still 
left unresolved.

Per the RPT Legislative Priorities 
Report Oct. 25, 2021:

The Texas Legislature ad-
journed sine die on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 19, as expected. They passed 
Redistricting maps, which is a 
Constitutional requirement, but left 
other things on our Party’s agenda 
unaccomplished, including:
• Restoring stiffer penalties for 
illegal voting that were lowered in 
SB-1. This was previously added to 
the Third Special Session on Sep-
tember 30th..
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Caring for America 
by Brenda Potter,

Caring for AmericaCanyon Lake Republican 
Women participated in 

the Canyon Lake Annual Hallow-
een Candy giveaway in Sattler on 
October 31 giving away hundreds 
of pieces of candy!! We were in a 
new and better location under-
neath the American Flagpole in 
the VFW parking lot. Nine CLRW 
volunteers joined in the festivities 
this year including: Brenda Potter, 
Betty Pickard, Carolyn Besselman, 
Sandy Bena-
vides, Christine 
LoDestro, Mar-
sha White, Paula 
Schuldheisz, and 
Tara Evans and 
daughter, Mad-
ison. 

There were 
many amazing 
costumes and 
everyone had a 
great time. CL-
RW's ladies were 
dressed up in costumes that did not 
disappoint! Madison Evans is our 
Canyon Lake High School student 
liaison. It was awesome to have her 
participate in our local community 
events and she was a member of 
the cast of our recent Fish Fry.

CLRW's Caring for America 
committee will deliver 216 dictio-

naries to 3rd graders at Rebecca 
Creek Elementary, Mountain Valley 
Elementary and Startzville Ele-
mentary on November 19. Mem-
bers have a lot of fun distributing 
the dictionaries and playing a few 
games with the kids to teach them 
how to access words.  

Last year, we began donating 
Nick Adams' Electoral College 
booklets to 8th graders at Moun-

tain Valley Middle School. Due to 
COVID-19, we could only deliver 
booklets to the front office. On 
December 3, two CLRW teams are 
scheduled to go into the two 8th 
grade History classes to present the 
275 booklets. Our group and the 
History teachers are very excited 
for this opportunity to educate 

young people 
on this very 
important 
topic.

  The 
Canyon Lake 
Christmas Parade is scheduled for 
December 11 at 11am in Sattler. We 
need volunteers to help decorate 
our float. At the October business 
meeting, we solicited suggestions 
and chose, “A Baby Changes Every-
thing” as our theme. We will have a 
life-like manger display with music 
and our a few of our CLRW mem-
bers riding on the float. 

The CLRW Officers Instal-
lation Luncheon will be held at 
Lakeside Golf Club on December 
15 at 11 am. Sheriff Mark Reynolds 
will conduct the 2022 Installation 
of Officers.

Only 94 reservations will be 
taken for the event with tickets 
priced at $25. We selected a local 
caterer this year who happens to be 
a new CLRW Member.  Several of 
us held a taste-testing in September 
of her delicious fare early including 
her fantastic Sweet Potato pie. 

Tables will be decorated in 
holiday finery by members who 
volunteered. Don't miss it! 

by Melinda Rapp, 
Military Liaison Fisher HouseI want to 

remind 
everyone that 
a collection for 
Fisher House, 
one of our 
club’s favor-
ite charitable 
organizations 
that we part-

ner with, will be taken up at the 
next meeting. 

If anyone wants to contribute 
money for our shopping trip for the 
supplies Fisher House needs, you 
can give cash or make a check out 
to CLRW. 

If you prefer your donation go 
directly to Fisher House, please 
make your check out to them. For 
those who cannot make it to our 
November 17 meeting, mail your 
donation to me, Melinda Rapp,  at 
1580 Spring Mountain Drive, Can-
yon Lake, TX 78133. 
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by Jeanne Slupik,
Americanism & 

Leadership ChairAmericanism
Things were hopping in 1492!

continued on page 7

For our November Ameri-
canism article, I thought it 

would be interesting to highlight 
not only Christopher Columbus’ 
voyage across the Atlantic Ocean 
but also other significant events 
in 1492. I hope this gives you a 
perspective of how volatile world 
events were during this snapshot 
in time. For those of you familiar 
with Henry VIII and his six wives 
- Catherine of Aragon was his first 
wife and the daughter of Queen Is-
abella I of Castille and King Ferdi-
nand II of Aragon. Enjoy! (Credits: 
Wikipedia and eventshistory.com)

January 2  – Fall of Granada: 
Muhammad XII, the last Emir of 
Granada, surrenders his city to the 
army of the Catholic Monarchs 
(Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabel-
la I of Castile) after a lengthy siege, 
ending the ten-year Granada War 
and the centuries-long Reconquis-
ta, and bringing an end to 780 years 
of Muslim control in Al-Andalus.

January 16 – The first gram-
mar of a modern language, Span-
ish, is presented to Queen Isabella.

March 4 – King James IV of 
Scotland concludes an alliance with 
France against England.

March 31 – Queen Isabella I 
of Castile and King Ferdinand II of 
Aragon issue the Alhambra De-
cree which expels Jews from their 
kingdoms.

April 17 – Columbus signs a 
contract with the Spanish mon-
archs to find the “Indies" with the 

stated goal of converting people to 
Catholicism. This promises him 
10% of all riches found, and the 
governorship of any lands encoun-
tered.

April 30 – Columbus is given 
royal commission by Spanish 
monarchs Isabella I and Ferdinand 
II to equip his fleet to the New 
World.

April 30 – Spain announces it 
will expel all Jews.

May 15 –  Cheese and Bread 
rebellion: German mercenaries 
kill 232 residents of Alkmaar, 
Netherlands.

August 3 – Columbus sets sail 
on his first voyage with three ships, 
Santa Maria, Pinta, and Nina from 
Palos de la Frontera, Spain for the 
“Indies.”

August 11 – Rodrigo de Borja 
becomes Pope Alexander VI.

August 12 – Columbus arrives 
in the Canary Islands on his first 
voyage to the New World.

September 6 – Columbus’ fleet 
leaves Gomera, Canary Islands.

September 25 – Crewman on 
Pinta sights “land” a few weeks 
early.

October 2 – King Henry VII of 
England invades France.

October 7 – Columbus misses 
Florida when he changes course.

October 12 – Flemish rebel 
leader Philip van Kleef surrenders.

October 12 – Columbus’ 
expedition makes landfall on a 
Caribbean Island. He names San 



Continued from page 4

Continued from page 10

Columbus' first voyage
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Biedermann, who announced that 
he will not seek re-election. State-
wide, this represents a potentially 
significant shuffle in leadership, as 
some of the lawmakers are current 
committee chairmen. 
Texas GOP pushes Gov. Abbott to 
call four-day fourth special session

The state party is calling for 
a four-day Special Session to ban 
vaccine mandates, despite hesita-
tion from Governor Greg Abbott. 

As Governor Abbott continues 
thus far to refuse to call lawmakers 
back to Austin for a special session 
to ban COVID vaccine mandates, 
the Republican Party of Texas is 
amplifying their call for action.

In an email sent to Texas Re-
publicans last Thursday, Texas GOP 

Chairman Matt Rinaldi called for a 
four-day fourth Special Session to 
“ban vaccine mandates for good,” 
citing the rapid speed at which oth-
er states are tackling the topic.

“Tennessee has already com-
pleted a three-day session to address 
mandates, and Florida is calling a 
five-day session later this month. 
Texas must help lead the way,” Ri-
naldi said.

“We know our elected officials 
are tired of being in Austin, but 
there is no reason why the Texas 
Legislature can’t get this done in as 
little as four days.”

It has been noted that an exec-
utive order against vaccine man-
dates issued by Governor Abbott 
several weeks ago was “unlikely to 
fully protect” Texans and is “already 
being disregarded.”

That call was also followed up 
by a post from the Texas Freedom 
Caucus, which noted they fully 
support a fourth special session.

Governor Abbott has thus far 
said there is “no need” for lawmak-
ers to return, stating his executive 
order seeking to ban vaccine man-
dates is sufficient.

Action item:
In a call to action, the Party 

is asking supporters to contact 
Governor Abbott’s office to request 
a call for a four-day fourth Special 
Session to ban vaccine mandates 
since he is the only one with the au-
thority to call the Legislators back. 
They are asking we contact our 
State Legislators as well and urge 
them to release a public statement 
supporting the Special Session to 
ban vaccine mandates.

Salvador (likely Watling Island, 
Bahamas). The explorer believes he 
has reached East Asia.

October 14 – Columbus leaves 
San Salvador; arrives in Santa Ma-
ria of Concepcion (Bahamas).

October 16  – Columbus’ fleet 
anchors at “Fernandina” (Long 
Island, Bahamas).

October 19 – Columbus sights 
“Isabela,” now Fortune Island/
Long Cay, Bahamas.

October 24 – 24 Jews are 
burned at the stake in Mecklen-
burg, Germany.

October 26  – Lead (graphite) 
pencils are first used.

October 28 – Columbus sights 
Cuba and claims it for Spain under 
the name “Juana.”

November 5 – Columbus first 
learns about growing and harvest-

ing maize (corn) from Cuba’s indig-
enous population.

November 7 – Ensisheim 
Meteorite strikes a wheat field near 

the village of Ensisheim in Alsace, 
France. Oldest meteorite with a 
known date of impact.

November 15 – Colum-
bus notes first recorded reference 
to tobacco.

November 15 – In La Guardia, 
Spain, six Jews and five Conversos 
are accused of ritual murder.

November 22 – Pinta under 
Martín Alonso Pinzón separates 
from Columbus’ fleet.

December 5 –  Columbus dis-
covers Hispaniola (El 
Espanola/Haiti).

December 25  – 
Columbus’ flagship 
the Santa María runs 
aground and sinks on 
the north coast of His-
paniola. The crew are 
left to establish a colony 
as Columbus returns to 
Spain.

December 26 – First Spanish 
settlement La Navidad in the New 
World is founded by Columbus 
(modern Môle-Saint-Nicolas in 
Haiti).

Dec 31 – 100,000 Jews expelled 
from Sicily.
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by Sharon Monge, 
Campaign Activities

 Campaign Activities    

We just had an election on 
November 2, 2021.

Of interest to our members and 
others in our area are the following 
ballot items:
• Constitutional Amendments 

(ordered by the Governor). 
There were eight Constitutional 
Amendments voted on in this 
election. All of the Constitu-
tional Amendments passed. You 
may go to the Texas Secretary 
of State website (https://results.
texas-election.com/races) to 
view the Propositions and the 
percentage by which each won.

Comal ISD bond propositions 
• PASSED: Proposition A for 

$26,376 million for maintenance 
and operations

• PASSED: Proposition B for 
$411,287 million for facility 
improvements

• FAILED: Proposition C for 
$61,488 million for campus 
athletic facility improvements

• FAILED: Proposition D for 
$20,398 million for stadium 
improvements

• PASSED: Proposition E for 
34,540 million for instructional 
technology

New Braunfels ISD bond 
propositions 
• PASSED: Proposition A for 

321.3 million for school facili-
ties

• FAILED: Proposition B for 
20.1 million for athletic facili-
ties

• PASSED: Proposition C for 6.6 
million for instructional Tech-
nology

In both Comal ISD and New 
Braunfels ISD, the athletic and 
the stadium facilities failed. Do 
you think the voters were sending a 
message?

As we are all aware, Comal 
County has grown exponentially 
and continues to grow. With that 
growth the County Commissioners 
were forced to change the bound-
aries of several precincts and create 
new precincts based on the areas 
which experienced the largest 
growth. 

Many of you will be effected by 
the changes which will take effect 
January 1, 2022. Comal County 
will need new Republican Precinct 
Chairs. To determine if you will be 
effected by these changes, please 
go to the Comal County/elections 
website, https://www.co.comal.
tx.us/Elections.htm. You can view 
the maps which will show the areas 
altered. 

Notice of Boundary Changes
• Notice of Boundary Change in 

Comal Election Precincts 205, 
206 and 209

• Notice of Boundary Change in 
Comal Election Precincts 106 
and 109

•  Notice of Boundary Change in 
Comal Election Precincts 401 
and 406

• Notice of Boundary Change in 
Comal Election Precincts 403 
and 408

• Notice of Boundary Change in 
Comal Election Precincts 201 
and 202

If you are in one of the new 
precincts (109, 209, and 408), 
please contact Sue Piner, Comal 
County Chair, and volunteer to be 
a Precinct Chair.

In 2022 the State of Texas will 
hold: 
1. Precinct Conventions on Satur-

day, March 5, 2022
2. County Convention on Satur-

day, March 26, 2022

The PRECINCT is the 
smallest political unit of 
registered voters. Precinct 
work is a person-to-person 
(grassroots) operation. Ef-
fective grassroots precinct 
work is a proven WIN-
NER. Many elections have 
been Won or Lost by ONE 
vote – do your part.
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September 11, 2021 marked 
the 20th Anniversary of the 

terrorist attacks that took place 
on September 11, 2001. CLRW's 
Freedom Walk fell on a Saturday 
this year which brought out hun-
dreds of 
attendees to 
honor those 
who lost their 
lives that 
fateful day 
and served as 
first respond-
ers and those 
who are cur-
rently serving 
our country and communities

Brett Parker with the Canyon 
Lake Fire Department proudly em-
ceed this historical event. Senator 
Donna Campbell started the day 
off with the invocation. She then 
presented Col. Richard Ellis (Ret.) 
a special medal and a US Flag that 
was flown over the Texas Capital 
for his service to our country.

Freedom WalkFreedom Walk by Nicole Bardwell

Special guests for the Freedom 
Walk included Tyler and Hunt-
er Bardwell, who led the pledges 
to the United States Flag and the 
Texas Flag, and Kynadi Britt, who 
played the National Anthem on 

the violin. 
Peaches 
Kelly, vo-
calist, and 
Bill Jones, 
bagpiper, 
were also in 
attendance 
as they are 
every year to 

support the 
Freedom Walk. 

The Comal County Sheriff ’s 
Honor Guard led the official Free-
dom Walk across Canyon Lake 
Dam with a boat escort provided 
by the Lake Canyon Yacht Club.

 The Canyon Lake chapter of 
Blue Star Mothers walked with 
photos of service men and women 
to honor them.

District 4 New Braunfels City 
Councilman Lawrence Sprad-
ley, retired Army veteran, spoke 
about the events of September 11, 
2001. He was in New York when 
the planes struck the World Trade 
Center. Councilman Spradley has 

Emcee Brett Parker kept the program on track

Tyler and Hunter Bardwell led pledges as 
Event Chair and Grandma, Nicole Bardwell, 

proudly watched

Kynadi Britt played the National Anthem

Col. Richard Ellis (Ret.) was honored with two 
medals on his 98th birthday

continued on page 10



five sons; three are following in his 
footsteps and are currently serving 
in the military.

Canyon Lake Republican 
Women’s Club is honored to spon-
sor the Freedom Walk each year. 
The support of the community, 
VFW Post 8573 and VFW Post 
8800 is instrumental in the contin-
ued success. 

A very special thank you goes 
out to the following for addition-
al help in this year’s walk: Jarod 
Criddle, Cowboy Plumbing, and 
Matthew Hoyt, Corner Tubes, for 
providing shuttles; CRRC for addi-
tional parking; Canyon Lake Fire 

Continued  from page 9

Councilman Lawrence Spradley

Bill Jones played the bagpipes

Department and Comal County 
Sheriff ’s Office for being on stand-
by for emergencies; and Samuel 
Price, Army Corps of Engineers, 
for his assistance with the 2021 
Freedom Walk.

The Flag of Honor, containing the names of all 
the victims who lost their lives on 9-11, 

was carried across the Dam
Comal County Sheriff ’s Honor Guard led the 

walk across Canyon Lake Dam

A large crowd of proud patriots joined in the walk across Canyon Lake Dam

All ages of patriots participated in the Freedom Walk
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The Greatest Show in Texas 
took place at the New 

Braunfels Civic/Convention Center 
on Saturday, September 18, 2021, to 
celebrate Canyon Lake Republican 
Women Keeping Texas Red for 45 
years and its 29th Fish Fry Fund-
raiser. Almost 400 of our members, 
donors, and friends joined in!

"It takes a Village," and CLRW 
members were the most amazing 
Village helping raise $40,245.50 
with a profit of over $30,000!!!

CLRW moved 
to the Civic Center 
this year which 
provided great 
opportunities and 
challenges. The 
dinner was again 
provided by Acadi-
ana Cafe and guests 
enjoyed an evening 
of lively entertain-
ment, amazing live 
and silent auctions, 
and were tempted 
in the Safari Bakery 
and our Watering 
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CLRW 2021 
Fundraiser by Maria Seiler, 

3rd Vice President

It’s A Jungle Out There! 
Hear Us ROAR!

continued on page 12

Hole. Our Masters of Ceremo-
nies King Mufasa (Ron Frisk) was 
assisted by Katy Perry (Tiffany 
Stakes) and Snoozin Crawler (Su-
san Walker).

The Civic 
Center was 
transformed 
into a Jungle 
with lions, ti-
gers, beautiful 
table arrange-
ments, and 
lots of bright 
animals. The 
Queen of the 
Peacocks, 
Carolyn 
Besselman, 
welcomed guests. The Costume 
Challenge had over 50 participants. 
In the end, the winners were the 
“Potter Family,” Kynadi Britt for 
those under 18, and Jim Reiker as 

the solo winner with 
his amazing jungle 
costume! 

Tickets served as 
passports for mak-
ing auction bids and 
purchasing confectory 
items. 25 reserved 
tables were sold with 
overall ticket sales of 
$15,814. 

The Live Auction 
brought in $7,600 
while the Silent Auc-
tion grossed $10,346 

which set all-time records. The 
Safari Bakery tripled their goal 
and brought in over $3,000.

The program began by 
sharing Fish Fry history from 
the last 29 years when it was 
started by Patsy and Jerry 
Newton in their backyard (Jerry 
Bob’s Fish Fry). It moved to 
various locations through the 
years to accommodate increas-

ing crowds before it moved to 
the new CRRC building where it 
remained for many years. Because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, it was 
moved in 2020, and in 2021 found 
its new home in the Civic Center.

The entertainment segment of 
the evening, for the first time ever, 
was performed on a real stage with 
curtains, utilized a professional 
sound system and two giant screens 
that displayed auction items and 
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Continued from page 11

Becky Swindal & Jeanne Slupik Lorrie Hartnett, Pam Underwood & 
Karen Hobson

Costumed patrons lined up

Katy Perry in her famous chair

The Potters took first place in the Family division

The Three Twins performed "Eye of the Tiger" Melinda Rapp was all smiles

the performers on stage. It was 
heaven!  

Canyon Lake Republican 
Women are “Feisty Overachievers” 
and delivered a beautiful event that 
simply could not have happened 
without the hearts, minds and so 
many hands of our members! 

We look forward to seeing you 
next year at the Civic Center for the 
2022 Fish Fry! God Bless America!
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 Todd Frisk, our hero, on Audio Visual duty

Mother Earth, Donna Lee, sparkled

JB & Linda Williamson had fun

Don Johnson – always an elephant

Jim Reiker, awarded best Solo Costume by 
Marsha Cooper & Becky Garrett

Presidents performed to "The Lion Sleeps Tonight” as a testimony of their dedication to CLRW

Susan Walker was in full blossom Sylvia Gartner & Kris Coons

Beth Bready, Betty Pickard, Brenda & 
Madison Potter decorate tables

Janet Blum & Chrystina Power prep auction

Costume winner for "Under 18," Kynadi Britt



This was my first time to at-
tend a convention for The 

National Federation of Republican 
Women (NFRW) and I am thrilled 
that I did.  

The convention was held in 
Orlando, Florida September 23-26.  
It was the 41st Biennial Convention 
and was filled with 
incredible speakers 
and workshops.  

I enjoyed meet-
ing women from 
all over the United 
States and getting 
to hear about the 
amazing work that 
the NFRW has been 
doing to get Repub-
lican women and 
men elected to office. 
Many of the members worked 
nonstop to get Glenn Youngkin 
elected in Virginia. I was truly 
impressed with the officers of this 
group and how well the convention 
was put together.  

Sitting with my “Texas Sisters” 
and getting to know more of them 
just solidified how strong this state 
is. Our own Glynis Chester, Presi-
dent of the Texas Federation of Re-
publican Women, won the Ronald 
Reagan Leadership Award.  

The National Federation of Republican Women
Launching Leaders with 

by Carolyn 
Besselman.

President

The Diamond Achievement is an award presented to clubs that 
demonstrate excellence in membership development, campaign 
activities, community relations, programs and club functions. NFRW President, Ann Schockett, Glynis Chester, and

 2022 President, Eileen Sobjack

We have such strong, dedicated 
leaders in this state. Getting to hear 
the incredible speakers alone was 
worth the trip. Mike Huckabee, 
Governor Ron De Santis, Governor 
Kristi Noem, Tim Scott and many 
more. Canyon Lake Republican 
Women won a Diamond Achieve-
ment Award and our ladies deserve 

it for all the hours of volunteer 
service put in.  

I’m grateful to have experi-
enced this event and hope more of 

our members will plan to attend in 
the future.
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Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women elected a 

full delegation of 12 members to 
attend the biennial convention at 
Kalahari Resort in Round Rock 
October 14 -16. Not only was it a 
great convention on its own with 
over 900 attendees, but Canyon 
Lake Republican Women truly and 
proudly made our mark by win-
ning every award given for a club 
our size! The delegation was led by 
President Carolyn Besselman and 
included Karen Baker, Janet Blum, 
Maria Broderick, Belinda Frisk, Pat 
Hingst, Patti Johnson, Cindy Payne, 
Brenda Potter, Chrystina Power, 
Maria Seiler and Joan Smith. 

At the Awards Luncheon, 
Governor and Mrs. Abbott had 
their pictures made with the win-
ning club presidents and our own 
President Carolyn Besselman was 
on stage so many times, the Gover-
nor said, “Are you here again? You 
might as well stay.”  

Our Awards 
included Caring 
for America, 
highlighting the 
club’s projects 
that put forth 
our dedication to 
the community. 
Brenda Potter 
chaired this great 
project. 

TFRW Biennial Convention
We Dazzled at the 2021

and We Won!
Americanism, chaired by 

Jeanne Slupik, was a masterpiece of 
patriotic projects we did on behalf 
of our first responders and veter-
ans. 

And for the second time in a 
row, CLRW's newsletter was award-
ed Best Newsletter for a Jumbo 
club, thanks to our amazing and 
talented Editor, Barbara Knight!

by Patti 
Johnson,
Awards Chair

continued on page 16

And, we received the TFRW 
Achievement Award for commit-
ment to Republican projects and 
events. Patti Johnson is Awards 
Chair.

And, 
thanks to 
all the hard 
working 
members of 
this great club, 
CLRW had 

the Most Volunteer Hours with 
just over 123,000! And YOU get 
the credit for that – keep working! 
Texas and our country are worth it!

Our club joined eleven other 
clubs and nominated our wonder-
ful Senator Donna Campbell for 
the Kay Bailey Hutchison Award 
and she won! WE are all so proud 
and she is certainly deserving of 
this honor. 
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Continued from page 15
Our own Belinda Frisk served 

on that Committee.

And Wait! There’s more! Our 
own Cindy Payne was named one 
of the ten Outstanding Republi-
can Women in the State! What 
an honor that CLRW has such a 
hard-working woman in our club.  
Former Canyon Lake member Jen-
nifer Lambert chaired that Com-
mittee, and Patti Johnson served as 
Co-Chairman.

Convention Committee Chairs 
from Canyon Lake Republican 
Women included Cindy Payne, 
who served as Treasurer of the 
Convention, and Belinda Frisk and 
Patti Johnson, chaired The VIP/
Green Room. 

Current District Director 
Sylvia Gartner was re-elected to 
represent our club at the TFRW 
Board. 

Several of our club members 
attended the President’s Dinner 
honoring outgoing President 
Glynis Chester, who has represent-
ed our state so well, and oversaw 
amazing growth in the Federation 
during her tenure. 

President-elect Kit Whitehill 
was sworn in with the new slate at 
the last session of the Convention 

by United States Senator 
John Cornyn. 

Speakers at Convention 
were Governor Abbott, Lt. 
Governor Dan Patrick, At-
torney General Ken Paxton, 
Land Commissioner George 
P. Bush, Railroad Commis-
sioner Christi Craddick 
(who also hosted a great 
Breakfast), Agriculture 
Commissioner Sid Miller, State 
Chair Matt Rinaldi, former State 
Chair Steve Munisteri, Senators 
Jane Nelson, Donna Campbell and 
Dawn Buckingham, and many oth-
er notable speakers and candidates. 

On the last day of the conven-
tion, we attended the Memorial 
service honoring members who 
have passed away within the last 
two years. Our club honored Neta 
Brewer, Doris Brown and Sami 
DeVillier. 

It was a great time with great 
women from throughout the state! 
Now looking forward to the 2023 
Convention in Irving, Ya’ll come!

Pat Hingst, Senator Donna Campbell & Joan Smith

Maria Seiler & Chrystina Power

Bringing home the awards were CLRW delegates: Belinda Frisk, Patti Johnson, Maria Seiler, 
Carolyn Besselman, Brenda Potter, Janet Blum, Karen Baker, Chrystina Power, Pat Hingst & 

Joan Smith. Not pictured: Maria Broderick and Cindy Payne.

Janet Blum & Cindy Payne
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Big TROUBLE...

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot
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continued on page  20

Let me be the first to con-
gratulate Kamala Harris 

for getting something right, “What 
happens in Virginia will in large 
part determine what happens in 
2022, 2024, and on.” She is precisely 
correct. 

I’m not going to spend much 
time on the Tuesday elections in 
Virginia and New Jersey because 
conservatives don’t need a full-col-
or ‘paint by the numbers’ explana-
tion to see the whole picture. So, 
I’ll just give you the pen and ink 
version. President Trump wasn’t 
running for governor, Glenn Youn-
gkin was. Biden invoked ‘Orange 
Man Bad’ by name 24 times in his 
scintillating 17-minute speech to a 
raucous crowd of uninformed lib-
erals with ‘what the hell is he talking 
about’ looks on their faces. Terry 
McAuliffe tried to paint the picture 
that Youngkin had Trump chained 
to his basement wall, providing 
him bread and water in exchange 
for sage political advice.

And a bit of advice for Mr. 
McAuliffe – consider who you ask 
to campaign for you at your next 
lovefest. Inviting Biden, Obama, 
and Harris to endorse your cam-
paign is like asking Larry, Curly, 
and Moe to perform brain surgery. 
I know, desperation is a beach.

The left just cannot accept that 
there are legions of conservative 
men and women who are fully 
qualified and capable of kicking 
their butts in any political contest. 
They don’t need Trump or anyone 
else. We understand that when you 
have policy and results on your 
side, everything else is bull crap. 

in Little House on the Potomac
The irony of bringing up Trump in 
every other breath is that we don’t 
see him as the heavenly vision they 
think we do. We see the policies 
he implemented and the results 
he achieved by putting America 
first. We see respect for America 
from the rest of the world. We see 
fear and loathing from those who 
hate America and what she stands 
for – some of them are seated in our 
Capitol Building.

The action that seals the deal 
for me is the lack of recognition by 
the left for Winsome Sears, who 
was elected lieutenant governor of 
the Virginia Commonwealth. There 
is no better “American Dream” sto-
ry than hers. Where is the appreci-
ation of the party of color and their 
darlings in the media? The party 
that champions women’s causes 
when they abort their children 
shames them if they are successful 
conservatives. The left has declared 
war on any person of color (I’m not 
fond of this term) who does not 
fall into line and genuflect to their 
progressive narrative. It’s incred-
ible how fast liberals can turn a 
successful, independent, educated 
American patriot into a chame-
leon. Another example of the leftist 
mindset is that it is all about color, 
not merit. 

President Biden appears to 
struggle mentally and physically to 
appear to be someone with a bit of 
sense and an ounce of compassion. 
I’m serious about this. His being 
paraded around as the leader of the 
free world is nothing short of se-
nior abuse. I am astonished that his 
family continues to let this go on. 

When my intellectual candle begins 
to flicker, I pray my family tells me 
to exchange my keyboard for a TV 
tray and enjoy my membership in 
the ‘Blue Bell Flavor-of-the-Month 
Club.’ Why is President Biden 
being subjected to this unnecessary 
embarrassment by those who sup-
posedly love him? Well, let’s take a 
look.

Under Amendment 25 of our 
Constitution, in case of the pres-
ident’s removal from office or of 
his death or resignation, the vice 
president shall become president.

 In this scenario, Vice President 
Harris is elevated to president and 
no longer is the ‘tiebreaker’ in the 
Senate voting as President of the 
Senate.

Whenever there is a vacancy in 
the vice president’s office, the pres-
ident shall nominate a vice pres-
ident who shall take office upon 
confirmation by a majority vote of 
both Houses of Congress. Chanc-
es are a vote down party lines will 
leave us without the tie-breaking 
gavel of a vice president. Fear not, 
though – we don’t have a vice presi-
dent now, and we seem to be doing 
okay.
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Ron Frisk

In the absence of the vice 
president, the president pro 
tempore may administer all oaths 
required by the Constitution, 
may sign legislation, may jointly 
preside with the Speaker of the 
House when the two houses sit 
together in joint sessions or joint 
meetings, and may fulfill all other 
obligations of the presiding officer. 
Unlike the vice president, how-
ever, the president pro tempore 
cannot vote to break a tie in the 
Senate.

So, I’ll remind you of what 
you already know. We have our 
mail-order president on stage until 
2022 unless death intercedes. 2022 
is the tipping point regardless 
of how pitifully inept President 
Biden becomes. If Republicans 

can overcome the sure-to-come 
election chicanery in the mid-
terms and win majorities in Con-
gress, President Biden is no longer 
useful to his party. He may volun-
teer, or be asked, to leave his office, 
but President Harris will be left a 
lame-duck presidency regardless. 
Of course, she could go ‘Obama’ on 
us with an “I’ve got a pen, and I’ve 
got a phone” onslaught of executive 
orders, which a Republican presi-
dent will rescind. We’ll see, but it’s 
evident that options available to the 
second half of this presidency are 
limited, if not impotent altogether. 

Until these things come to 
pass, there is no way in Hades 
that Democrats give up the Senate 
tiebreaker by elevating Harris to 
president. Sensing the country’s 
mood, leftists have doubled down 

on their unpatriotic theology and 
must accelerate their attack on 
America. They only have one year, 
not three more, to destroy our 
country. Unfortunately, they are 
oblivious to what is going on now 
and what soon befalls the country 
under their ‘leadership.’ Disaster 
is at our doorstep, and the door is 
unlocked.

So, worrying about Kamala 
Harris’ elevation to the presidency 
is like worrying about California’s 
oft-threatened succession from the 
Union. Do you really believe that 
liberals would let California and 
their 54 electoral votes get away? 
Or surrender the Senate tiebreak-
er? Neither do I.

LET’S GO BRANDON!

Official's Corner
It's that time of year again...

I hope everyone in CLRW is 
having a blessed fall so far, I 

know that I am looking forward to 
cooler weather and time spent with 
family during the Holidays. 

The past few weeks in Wash-
ington have been eventful. There 
are so many topics we could discuss 
at length: 
• The Border Crisis,
• Afghanistan,
• Supply Chain Issues, 
• IRS Encroachment, 
• Unconstitutional COVID   
   Mandates, 
• Phony Infrastructure Packages

I hope to do so in person very 
soon. I want you all to know our 
team will continue to push back 
against the Biden Administra-
tion at every turn, and demand 

accountability for their many 
failures and overreaches. Just 
because the news cycle may not 
cover each issue equally, that does 
not mean we will forget. We will 
have accountability and lay the le-
gal groundwork for investigations 
and removal. 

 At the same time, I am work-
ing to unite the Republican Party. 
For example, I have been pushing 
for commonsense measures on 
Border Security, like enforcing Title 
42 and the Remain in Mexico Pol-
icies. We have to show the Amer-
ican people RIGHT NOW what 
we stand for, not wait for another 
election cycle to play out. 

 Americans are beginning to 
wake up. We have a rare opportu-
nity in front of us to change course. 
That is not limited to Washington 

politics. We need to have strong 
neighborhoods, a strong Comal 
County, and a stronger Texas 
than ever before. I appreciate the 
work of Canyon Lake Republican 
Women, and your award-winning 
engagement with the surrounding 
community. You serve as a model 
of how we can save this country 
and I am grateful for your work. 
Please never hesitate to reach out to 
our team if we can help your efforts 
or be of service to you or your 
family.

 God Bless

by Chip Roy
Representative,

US Congress
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Make your reservations TODAY!
Gold Tickets – $500

Reserved premium seating, cocktail reception, and 
portrait photo with Dr. Ben Carson

Silver Tickets – $250
Reserved area seating, cocktail reception and portrait 

photo with Dr. Ben Carson

General Admission Tickets – $100 
Overflow Area Tickets – $50

Large screen viewing

The Comal County Re-
publican Party office at 265 
Landa, New Braunfels, is 
OPEN from 10 AM to 2 
PM weekdays. We need two 
individuals to sign up for 
each day. PLEASE bring a 
covering for your nose and 
mouth – and be sure to social 
distance while working until 
you feel safe.

Get YOUR Tee!
Volunteers help answer the 

phone, answer questions, take 
donations, distribute informa-
tion, signs, campaign mate-
rials, register voters, prepare 
mailings and update computer 
records. To volunteer, use 
Sign-Up Genius  at – https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
409084caeae2ca2f94-volun-
teer.

In stock at Headquarters!

Training for new volunteers is held every Monday 
10 AM to 2 PM. 



What is gaslighting?
The term originates in the system-

atic psychological manipulation 
of a victim by her husband in Patrick 
Hamilton’s 1938 stage play Gas Light, and 
the film adaptations released in 1940 and 
1944. 

 In the story, the husband attempts 
to convince his wife and others that she is 
insane by manipulating small elements of 
their environment and insisting that she is 
mistaken, remembering things incorrectly, 
or delusional when she points out these 
changes. The play's title alludes to how the 
abusive husband slowly dims the gas lights 
in their home, while pretending nothing 
has changed, in an effort to make his wife 
doubt her own perceptions. The wife re-
peatedly asks her husband to confirm her 
perceptions about the dimming lights, but 
in defiance of reality, he keeps insisting 
that the lights are the same and instead it 
is she who is going insane.

 Today, we are living in a perpetual 
state of gaslighting. The reality that what 
we are being told by the media is at com-
plete odds with what we are seeing with 
our own two eyes. And when we question 
the false reality that we are being present-
ed, or we claim that what we see is that 
actual reality, we are vilified as racist or 
bigots or just plain crazy. You’re not racist. 
You’re not crazy. You’re being gaslighted.

 New York State has twice as many 
deaths from Covid-19 than any other 
state, and New York has accounted for 
one fifth of all COVID-19 deaths, but we 
are told that New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo has handled the pandemic better 
than any other governor. But if we support 
policies of Governors whose states had 
only a fraction of the infections and 
deaths as New York, we’re called anti-sci-
ence and want people to die. So, we ask 
ourselves, am I crazy? No, you’re being 
gaslighted.

 We see mobs of people looting 
stores, smashing windows, setting cars 
on fire and burning down buildings, but 
we are told that these demonstrations are 
peaceful protests, and when we call this 
destruction of our cities, riots, we are 
called racists. So, we ask ourselves, am I 
crazy? No, you’re being gaslighted.

 We see the major problem destroying 
many inner-cities is crime; murder, gang 
violence, drug dealing, drive-by shoot-

ings, armed robbery, but we are told that 
it is not crime, but the police that are the 
problem in the inner-cities. We are told 
we must defund the police and remove 
law enforcement from crime-riddled cities 
to make them safer But if we advocate for 
more policing in cities overrun by crime, 
we are accused of being white suprema-
cists and racists. So, we ask ourselves, am I 
crazy? No, you’re being gaslighted.

 The United States of America accepts 
more immigrants than any other coun-
try in the world. The vast majority of the 
immigrants are “people of color,” and these 
immigrants are enjoying freedom and eco-
nomic opportunity not available to them 
in their country of origin, but we are told 
that the United States is the most racist 
and oppressive country on the planet, and 
if we disagree, we are called racist and 
xenophobic. So, we ask ourselves, am I 
crazy? No, you’re being gaslighted.

Capitalist countries are the most pros-
perous countries in the world. The stan-
dard of living is the highest in capitalist 
countries. We see more poor people move 
up the economic ladder to the middle and 
even the wealthy class through their effort 
and ability in capitalist countries than any 
other economic system in the world, but 
we are told capitalism is an oppressive 
system designed to keep people down. So, 
we ask ourselves, am I crazy? No, you’re 
being gaslighted.

Communist countries killed over 100 
million people in the 20th century. Com-
munist countries strip their citizens of 
basic human rights, dictate every aspect of 
their lives, treat their citizens as slaves, and 
drive their economies into the ground, but 
we are told that Communism is the fairest, 
most equitable, freest, and most prosper-
ous economic system in the world. So, we 
ask ourselves, am I crazy? No, you’re being 
gaslighted.

The most egregious example of gas-
lighting is the concept of “white fragility.” 
You spend your life trying to be a good 
person, trying to treat people fairly and 
with respect. You disavow racism and 
bigotry in all its forms. You judge people 
solely on the content of their character and 
not by the color of their skin. You don’t 
discriminate based on race or ethnici-
ty. But you are told you are a racist, not 
because of something you did or said, but 
solely because of the color of your skin. 
You know instinctively that charging 

someone with racism because of their skin 
color is itself racist. You know that you 
are not racist, so you defend yourself and 
your character, but you are told that your 
defense of yourself is proof of your racism. 
So, we ask ourselves, am I crazy? No, 
you’re being gaslighted.

 Gaslighting has become one of the 
most pervasive and destructive tactics in 
American politics. It is the exact opposite 
of what our political system was meant to 
be. It deals in lies and psychological co-
ercion, and not the truth and intellectual 
discourse. If you ever ask yourself if you’re 
crazy, you are not. Crazy people aren’t sane 
enough to ask themselves if they’re crazy. 
So, trust yourself, believe what’s in your 
heart. Trust your eyes over what you are 
told. Never listen to the people who tell 
you that you are crazy, because you are 
not, you’re being gaslighted.

 Sophocles said: "What people believe 
prevails over the truth." And that's what 
the media are trying to exploit. 

If you have read this far let me say 
one thing. I did not write the above and I 
am not sure who the author is.

 I sent this to you because you are 
hopefully smart enough to understand 
what is being done to you on a daily basis 
from many directions. I do not care about 
your political party affiliation. Just think 
through what you are being told. Don't 
listen with a deaf ear, or see with a blind 
eye. Question everything – even things 
from people who you think you can trust.  
Question why you are being told whatever, 
by whomever.  Question their motives. 
Question who benefits. Question if there 
is a hidden agenda behind the propagan-
da. Question, Question, Question. Then 
do your own research, and use some of 
your own critical thinking skills to get to 
the truth. Listen with your heart and with 
your mind.

 Sadly, 95% of the masses don't even 
know that they are being gaslighted.  At 
least now you do. If this makes sense to 
you, then forward to your friends who you 
think might "get it.”

Editor's note: I was sent this 
article by a friend with no credit 
of who wrote it. But I thought it 
pertinent since it explained its 
origin what "gaslighting" means.
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Every year I donate 10 wreaths 
in honor of my son, SGT 

Howard Williamson. Before the 
pandemic we would try to make the 
trip every other year to place flowers 
at his grave at the Sarasota National 
Cemetery. His gravesite 427 (a popular 
engine size) was easy to remember. I 
used to race when he was young, and 
he would sit in the car while I worked 
on it. It was his playpen of sorts since 
I couldn’t keep an eye on him and fix 
the car. For his first four years he was 
constantly with me unless I was at 
work. 

Wreaths Across America
by JB Williamson, Associate Member, 

American Patriot

He grew from that little boy, to be 
a 6’5” tall man. This year he would’ve 
turned 47 years old.

 Christmas 2018 – I made the trip 
to help place the wreaths. They let 
family members start first. Then after, 
the rest are placed. It was a very special 
honor for me to place his wreath.  

When each wreath is placed, the 
person placing the wreath reads the 
name and inscription on the grave 
marker to ensure that the person bur-
ied there will never be forgotten. It was 

a wet and windy December day, but it 
didn’t affect the turnout or the enthu-
siasm. I saw many families with young 
kids reading the markers with help 
from their parents who also explained 
why they were placing the wreaths.

 Everything, from the compa-
ny who makes the wreaths to the 18 
wheelers who deliver them, is donated 
to Wreaths Across America. Drivers 
and owners donate their time, trucks 
and fuel to deliver the wreaths all 
across the USA to 1200 sites. Individ-
uals volunteer to place the wreaths 
to honor our veterans. These same 
volunteers return a week later to pick 
up the wreaths.Sgt. Howard Williamson

To become a 
sponsor of Wreaths 
Across America, 
send a donation of 
$1 or $100, whatever 
you can afford to: 
Sponsorship
Wreaths Across 
America
Columbia Falls, ME 
04623.

A day is set aside each year to lay 
wreaths where we remember, honor, 
and teach about our veterans: ceme-
teries, monuments, parks – anywhere 
that can be used to pay tribute to their 
sacrifices.

Each wreath is hand-crafted of 
all-American balsam and hand-tied 
with a red velvet bow in Columbia 
Falls, Maine. They are sent to one of 
the participating locations where a 
volunteer places it on the marker of a 
fallen hero. That volunteer says their 
name to ensure that the legacy of duty, 
service and sacrifice of that veteran is 
never forgotten.
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2021 Executive Board
President ............................ Carolyn Besselman

1st VP – Programs ....................... Susan Walker

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ....... Brenda Potter

2nd VP – Membership .................Becky Swindal

3rd VP – Fundraising .....................Maria Seiler

Recording Secretary ..................... Beth Bready

Corresponding Secretary ..................................

 .....................Rebecca Garrett & Betty Thomas

PAC Treasurer .........................Chrystina Power

Past President/Parliamentarian .. Marsha Cooper

Standing Committees
Americanism & Leadership ...........Jeanne Slupik

Awards/Achievements ................... Patti Johnson

Campaign Activities .....................Sharon Monge

Caring for America ..................... Brenda Potter

Community Engagement & Voter Registration .... 

 ........................... Beryl Josephson & Julie Vick 

State Legislation .........................Karen Hobson

Federal Legislation ............................. Geri Kile

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Political Action & Publicity ........... Belinda Frisk

Social/Hospitality ............................ Janet Blum

Social Media/Webmaster .................. Carol Little

Special Committees
Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Military Liaison ...........................Melinda Rapp

Scholarship ............................... Ruth Diamond

Representatives
GSAC ......... Carolyn Besselman & Melinda Rapp

State Republican Executive Committee .............

 .............................Kris Coons & Mark Dorazio

TFRW ........................................Sylvia Gartner
The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends that you think 

might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect 
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and 
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!
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YES! You can protest!
B O Y C O T T

Be a wise conservative and don't support 
the liberal agenda of businesses 

that support the ideology of the left.
Check out businesses

before making purchases!

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening
Nov 17 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - J. Dubya Gibson, Tex-
as Border Volunteers, speaker

Dec 6 –  Executive Board Meeting - TPML  - 1 pm 

Dec 11 – Christmas Parade - Sattler  - 11 am 

Dec 15 –  2022 CLRW Officer Induction and 
Christmas Luncheon - Lakeside Golf Club, Startz-
ville - 11 am - Sheriff Mark Reynolds will do the installa-
tion of officers

Jan 10 –  Executive Board Meeting - TPML  - 1 pm

Jan 19 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am -  

Jan 29 –  Leadership Conference - Embassy 
Suites in San Marcos

Feb 7 –  Executive Board Meeting - TPML  - 1 pm

Feb 16 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am -  

Mar 7 –  Executive Board Meeting - TPML  - 1 pm

Mar 16 –  CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside 
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am -  

Apr 11 –  Executive Board Meeting - TPML  - 1 pm

Apr 14 –  Comal County Republican Party 
Fundraiser - New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center 
- 6 pm  

Apr 20 –  CLRW Membership Luncheon - Lake-
side Golf Club, Startzville - 11 am  


