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“over the top” these days in spread-
ing disinformation. There are 
endless streams of text, images and 
videos that trap us into a psycho-
logical frenzy. Conspiracies flour-
ish on Social Media.

Political debates no longer 
need to be scheduled on televi-
sion. They are played out daily on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook.  
Social Media has become superfi-
cial, undermining, and just plain 
“nasty” in many ways. Reputations 
can be damaged and ongoing cy-
berbullying is rampant. 

Social Media:
The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

I have noticed a disturbing 
trend in this world that I 

can’t seem to understand. While 
out to dinner recently, I noticed a 
family of five walk into the restau-
rant for dinner. Mom, Dad, and 
three kids sat down at a table and 
proceeded to immediately whip 
out their cell phones and bury 
themselves in whatever seemed 
interesting. Not one of them 
looked up even when the waitress 
spoke to them and handed them 
their menus. Yes, there were five 
cell phones in use. I observed 
throughout the dinner that none 
of them spoke to each other and 
the kids barely ate anything. They 
were too engrossed with their 
Social Media screens to even look 
up. My point is: Social Media has 
taken over our children, our lives 
and our world. But what are we 
actually getting out of it? What 
was originally created to bridge 
people together from all over has 
now become “The Great Divider.”

Propaganda is nothing new; 
it appears in pamphlets, books, 
newspapers and other sources. 
However, Social Media seems continued on page 2



We recently celebrated 
the two hundred for-

ty-fourth 4th of July that declared 
our independence from British 
reign. Technically, the Declaration 
of Independence wasn’t signed on 
July 4th or in July at all! History 
tells us that the actual declaration 
of freedom was made in draft 
form on July 2nd. John Adams 
pushed for July 2nd as the offi-
cial date of the holiday but it was 
ultimately decided to recognize 
July 4th since the document was 
ratified, dated, and adopted on 
that date. An engrossed (rendered 
in a large clear hand) version 
was signed formally on August 2, 
1776 and it’s this version which is 
enshrined in the Rotunda of the 
National Archives in Washington, 
DC. 

As a holiday, the 4th of July 
didn’t really catch on until after 
the War of 1812.  John Adams en-
visioned, “Independence Day will 
be the most memorable Epocha in 
the history of America. I am apt 
to believe that it will be celebrat-
ed by succeeding Generations, as 
the great anniversary Festival…
It ought to be solemnized with 
Pomp and Parade with shews 
(sic), Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, 
Bonfires and Illuminations from 
one End of this continent to the 
other from this Time forward 
forever more.”  Thus began the 
tradition of fireworks displays as a 

key part of the celebration.  
July 4th wasn’t recognized as a 

Federal holiday until 1870, when it 
was declared a Federal holiday but 
only in the District of Columbia.  It 
took years and new legislation to 
expand recognition to the rest of 
the nation.  

The first state to recognize the 
4th as an official state holiday was 
Massachusetts in 1871. Here are 
some historical facts about this 
holiday:

• In 1778, George Washing-
ton gave his soldiers a double ra-
tion of rum to celebrate the Fourth.

• President Calvin Coolidge 
was born on July 4, 1872.  

• President Zachary Taylor 
died in 1850 at a July 4th celebra-
tion after eating spoiled fruit.  

• Three Presidents have died 
on July 4th:  Thomas Jefferson, 
John Adams, and James Monroe.

• The first July 4th celebration 
at the White House was in 1801, 
hosted by Thomas Jefferson. 

Now for some fun facts:
• July 4th has become the 

number one holiday for beer sales 
in the United States.

• Macy's famed fireworks show 
in New York City costs $6 million 
and uses 75,000 fireworks.  

 • "Small town America" typ-
ically spends between $8,000 and 
$15,000 on their fireworks displays.  

• Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog 
Eating Contest is held on the 4th.  
Joey Chestnut has won this contest 
for three years running – in 2020 
by eating 75 hot dogs in ten min-
utes!!

by Diane Schaule,
Americanism Chair

July 4th facts
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Continued from page 1 
It is effective in burning propa-

ganda into our minds, but it fails 
in solving real issues. Our politi-
cal representatives can no longer 
work with each other. The ability to 
communicate face-to-face is almost 
extinct because everyone has their 
head buried in Social Media. 

Bots are preprogramed ac-
counts that spew out automatic 
tweets – which can be positive or 
negative and can be retweeted. 
Bots are constantly used in Social 
Media. They are used to mislead 
readers. Imagine what our kids 
are seeing and believing. Even, as 
adults, we have to be smart enough 
to check everything out and not 
believe everything we read.

There is an upside to Social 
Media. Voter turnout has increased 
as a result of Social Media. Howev-
er, it appears that many are voting 
based on false perceptions.

Social Media gets to a large 
audience and gets voters informed 
–  even though it may be false 
information. If it had not been 
for Social Media, there is a strong 
chance Barack Obama would have 
lost his run for the presidency.

Social Media is the most 
powerful communication medi-
um in history and will continue 
to influence and change the way 
campaigns are run and won. We 
have to be smart enough to “sift” 
through the mudslinging and false 
information in order to make wise 
decisions.

With that said, the next time 
you are out to dinner with your 
kids or grandkids:

“PUT YOUR 
PHONES AWAY!”
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We took a welcome break 
from pandemic fears and 

held our Membership Luncheon 
on June 17th at Outback Hall in 
Canyon Lake. Our original venue 
was unavailable due to the virus, 
but President Carolyn Besselman 
found us a fabulous last-minute 
substitute! Needless to say, we 
had limitations (limited seating to 
promote social distancing, special 
service requirements, and hand 
sanitizer everywhere), but we also 
had a lot of fun and had an oppor-
tunity to hear from an inspiring 
speaker.

Special thanks are due to the 
ladies who volunteered on the 
various teams. This event could 
not have taken place without their 
contributions.

Our Pastry Platoon baked 
and decorated those 
yummy cupcakes: Kristen 
Hoyt, Beryl Josephson, 
and Leslee Martz Rapp.
The Buns Brigade made 
delicious yeast rolls to 
accompany our salads: 
Brenda Potter, and Julie 
Vick.
Special Ops was respon-
sible for decorating the 
venue: Ruth Diamond, 
Donna Lancon, and Bren-
da Potter.
Battle Dress prepared the 
salads and brought them 
to the venue the morning 
of the event: Brenda Pot-
ter, and Chrystina Power.
Beverage Barrage handled 
serving of the liquid re-
freshments: Becky Swin-
dal, and Chrystina Power.

Our Check-in Chiefs 
checked everyone in, 
confirmed membership 
status (renewed a few) and 

pointed us to our assigned tables: 
Janet Blum, and Susan Walker.

The (masked and gloved) 
Kitchen Cavalry served 
the salads: Mary Lou 
Erben, Becky Garrett, 
Kristen Hoyt, Sharon Hall 

Monge, Loretta Verwers, and Julie 
Vick.

And the Contest Com-
manders pored over 
contest applications to 
identify the winners: Ruth 

Diamond, Paula Fletcher, Nita 
King, and Susan Walker.

Our speaker, Nick Adams of 
FLAG (flagusa.org), was simply 
amazing. And if you missed the 
event, we filmed him and put his 
talk on our CLRW YouTube chan-
nel just for YOU. (https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=ka1qko36pSs) 
He spoke about all that makes 
America a great country and really 
got the audience charged up!

Our scholarship winners, Luis 
Enrique Aldaco and Grace Lockett, 
honored us by attending the lun-
cheon and expressing their appreci-
ation for their scholarships. Be-
cause the school’s awards banquet 
was canceled, this was the scholar-
ship committee’s first opportunity 
to meet the young people!

The JROTC students did a won-
derful job as always, even though 
this venue with its lower ceilings 
offered some special challenges for 
them.We were also blessed to hear 
from both of the JROTC instruc-
tors. (There are some advantages to 

holding our event in the summer-
time.)

We were pleased to have San 
Antonio Republican Women join 
our luncheon in force. We wel-
comed nine of their members with 
food, fun and fellowship.

Contests included humorous 
patriotic trivia, best patriotic attire, 
and best mask. Ann Gibson (guest 
of Barbara Knight) tied with one of 
the JROTC students for patriotic 
trivia, while Ruth Diamond sported 
flashing sunglasses complementing 
her patriotic duds, and Peggy Blan-
ton won for her patriotic mask. 
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Ruth Diamond sporting her 
patriotic flashing sunglasses 

by Carol Little, 
Membership Chair

Membership Luncheon at long last!

http://flagusa.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dka1qko36pSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dka1qko36pSs
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Members enjoyed being at the Luncheon!

CLRW members and guests enjoyed speaker Nick Adams

Who is that lady behind the mask?
Hint: read her name badge.

Beautiful decorations, gold em-
bossed mugs and Trump cash!!!

Nick Adams and President Carolyn Besselman

JROTC instructor and members of the Color Guard

Ann Gibson took home a Trump hat for tying in 
the Patriotic Trivia game and a basket valued at 

$50 for purchasing the most books!
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CLRW Membership
Welcome to our newest 

members, Jane Pollock 
and Lois & David Herritt! And we 
are happy to report that Jennifer 
Tharp and Deb Wigington (for-
merly NBRW) have recently up-
graded their memberships from 
associate to primary.

The next membership event 
is our New Member Orienta-
tion. Usually, this is held about 
a month after our luncheon 
(though we had two orientations 
last year because there were so 
many new members). But I am 
not confident that we will be able 
to have an in-person event this 
time. Instead of the Board serving 
Brunch, we may need to be cre-
ative and enjoy morning cocktails 
(mimosas, anyone?) or a happy 
hour on a ZOOM orientation in 
early August.

by Carol Little, 
Membership Chair

Runoff Election Results

With the membership luncheon 
behind us, we will soon be trim-
ming our mailing list and directory 
to remove those who have decided 
not to renew this year. So if you 
have not yet renewed, please do so 
immediately to continue receiving 
our communications! I was initially 
wildly optimistic about our 2020 
membership numbers. However,  
the pandemic and ensuing meet-
ing cancellations have resulted in 
some long-time members failing to 
renew and a corresponding lack of 
opportunities to attract new mem-
bers. 

At this point, our 2020 (full) 
Primary membership stands at 109 
and our Associate members num-
ber 69.

What an amazing turnout 
for a Primary Runoff in 

Comal County. A pat on the back 
goes to all who worked so hard to 
get people registered and spread 
the word to neighbors and friends. 

Also a huge thank you to 
many of our members who have 
diligently worked at the Repub-
lican Headquarters to man the 
desks and give out valuable infor-
mation to people in our county. 
Of course we must thank our 
Republican Chairperson, Sue Pin-
er, for her excellent organization 
skills and her knowledge about the 
voting process. She spends hours 
educating all of us so that we can 
pass on valuable information to 
the public. 

Results of the July 14th Prima-
ry Runoff Election are:
State Board of Education:           
(R) Lani Popp   55,670 (77.9%) 
(R) Robert Morrow  15,756 (22.1%) 
US Senator: (D) Mary Hegar beat 
out (D) Royce West and will face 
(R) John Cornyn in November.
 US Rep., District 35:  (R) Jenny 
Sharon won over (R) Guillermo 
William Hayward.
US  Rep., District 23:  (R) Tony 
Gonzales and (R) Raul Reyes were 
only seven votes apart. A recount 
may be required.
US Rep., District 45: (R) Carrie 
Isaac beat out (R) Bud Wymore.
She will face (D) Erin Zwiener in 

by Becky Garrett, 
Campaign Activities Chair

the fall. We certainly have our work 
cut out for us with Sen. Cornyn’s 
election, Congressman Chip Roy’s 
race, and re-electing President 
Trump. We must stay alert to Pe-
losi and O’Rourke’s pledge to turn 
Texas ‘blue.’  We must be steadfast 
in getting every Republican to the 
polls during Early Voting – Oct. 
19-30 or on Election Day, Nov. 3!

(or did it??)

Once the Mayor of the City 
of Houston put the "ki-

bosh" on the Republican Party State 
Convention being held in person, 
everything went virtual...or did it?

Thousands of delegates and 
alternates were supposed to re-
ceive sign-on credentials in order 
to take part in the convention and 
voting; however, things did not go 
as planned. After a very slow start, 
the platform and resolutions were 
postponed due to lack of time. The 
top eight Legislative priorities were 
voted on and elections were held. 
Congratulations to Lt. Col. Allen 
West, RPT Chairman; Cat Parks, 
Vice Chair; Mark Dorazio, SREC 
SD-25 and Kris Coons, SREC 
SD-25; Toni Anne Dashiell is RNC 
National Committeewomen and 
Dr. Robin Armstrong is National 
Committeeman from Texas.

Let the RPT Convention Begin!
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HB7010 passed on June 
6, 2020, modifying 

provisions of the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP). It extends the 
covered period for a recipient to 
use funds and raises the non-pay-
roll portion of a forgivable covered 
loan from 25 percent to 40 percent. 
It also extends time for an employ-
er to rehire or eliminate a reduction 
in employment, salary or wages. 

SB4116 passed on July 7, 
2020, extends the authorization 
for commitments for the Paycheck 
Protection Program and separate 
amounts for the loans under the 
Small Business Act. It also extends 
the application period for the PPP.

SB3744 passed on June 17, 
2020, as the Uyghur Human Rights 
Policy Act of 2020. It requires the 
President to report individuals 
and entities responsible for human 
rights abuses in China's Xinjiang 
(Uyghur Autonomous) Region. The 
President is also to impose sanc-
tions on individuals and entities 
who commit abuses.  

It also authorizes the use of visa 
sanctions on these abusers. The law 
requires reporting to Congress on 
human rights abuses and efforts to 
protect US citizens and residents. 
The law authorizes monitoring of 
China’s acquisition/development 
of technology to facilitate surveil-
lance, including the detention and 
forced labor of Muslim minority 
groups in China.

SB 274 passed on June 15, 
2020, as the Law Enforcement Sui-
cide Data Collection Act. It directs 
the FBI to start a new program to 
prevent and understand law en-
forcement suicides at the federal, 
state, local and tribal law levels. 
These agencies may submit data to 
the FBI for collection & reporting.

Legislative News
by Sandra Turman, Legislative Chair

The Comal County Republican 
Party office at 265 Landa, New 
Braunfels, REOPENED Monday, 
May 4, 2020, from 10 AM to 2 PM 
weekdays. We need two people 
to sign up for each day. PLEASE 
bring a covering for your nose and 
mouth – and be sure to socially 
distance while working.

Can YOU help us?
You can help answer the 

phone, answer questions, take do-
nations, distribute information, 
signs, campaign materials, regis-
ter voters, prepare mailings and 
update computer records. Go to: 
ComalCountyGOP.org and click 
on the GET INVOLVED tab. It's 
easy. Thanks for your help! 

Training for new volunteers 
takes place every Monday from 
10 AM to 2 PM. 

Come join us! 

Don Johnson
Comal County Republican Party
Precinct Chair 403  •  830.660.1973

Zooming Together
CLRW held its first business 

meeting since February via ZOOM 
on July 15. Our guest speaker was 
Dr. Anil Mangla, one of the Epide-
miologists in Comal County. He 
was very thorough bringing all 32 
participants up to date on what is 
happening in the county. While we 
hope to have in-person meetings 
in the future; at least for now, we 
hold virtual ones instead. Plan on 
participating so that you will not 
miss out!

Check out our Website
There's a new section on CL-

RW's website! It contains past arti-
cles from The WAVE including: 10 
Most Destructive Americans, Billy 
Graham's son told the sad truth, 
Capitalism vs. Socialism, Eight 
Reasons to Support Donald Trump, 
How do Civil Wars Happen, Ille-
gal Alien Impact, Importance of 
the Electoral College, Republic or 
Democracy, Setting the Record 
Straight on Trump, The Clinton 
Foundation et al. CORRUPTION, 
Trump is Picasso of Politics, 
Trump's Two Years of Accomplish-
ments and more to be added.

http://comalcountyGOP.org


SECURITY
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On July 1, 2020, President 
Trump signed an execu-

tive order that protects American 
monuments and statues. Homeland 
Security has Rapid Deployment 
Teams from the Protecting Amer-
ican Communities Task Force that 
consists of law enforcement officers 
specially trained in crowd con-
trol and riot control. They will be 
dispatched regionally to be flown to 
areas within a few hours. 

There are already teams in 
Washington, D.C. and Seattle. This 
is in addition to Federal Protective 
Services that are being ramped up 
higher than usual. The DHS has 
started coordinating with the Jus-
tice Department and Department 
of the Interior to establish intelli-
gence sharing and resource coordi-
nation to combat the threat.

On July 22nd, Trump expanded 
“Operation Legend” to send law 
enforcement officers to Chicago 
and Albuquerque. Chicago Mayor 
Lightfoot has come to an under-
standing with federal authorities. 
The Justice Department will re-
imburse Chicago $3.5 million for 
local law enforcement above the 
$9.3 million to hire 75 new officers. 
The sheriff, who welcomed help for 
Albuquerque, will get $1.5 million 
for five new deputies and $9.4 mil-
lion for new Albuquerque officers. 
Federal officials have already been 
sent to Kansas.

Homeland 

CLRW recently 
announced 

at the Annual Membership Lun-
cheon that Luis Enrique Aldaco 
and Grace Lockett were the club's 
2020 Scholarship winners.  

Luis attended CISD Memorial 
Early College High School. He 
has earned an Associates Degree 
and will major in Business Ac-

Jeanne Slupik, Becky Swindal, 2020 Scholarship Winners Luis Enrique Aldaco and 
Grace Lockett, Brenda Potter, and Ruth Diamond. Scholarship Committee Members not 

present included Diane Kunz and Diane Schaule

Scholarship Winners

counting/Mass Communication 
at University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley. 

Grace graduated from Can-
yon Lake High School and will 
major in Applied Mathematics 
at the University of Houston. We 
wish these two very deserving 
individuals all the best as they 
pursue their career paths!

CLRW had its 
first ever 

High School Essay Contest on "The 
Constitution" at Canyon Lake High 
School. The essays were to address 
the need for the Constitution in a 
time where it seems to be under 
constant attack. I met with the Vice 
Principal and a Government teach-
er earlier this year and presented 
the idea JUST prior to the on-
slaught of COVID-19. The timing 
of the virus and contest could NOT 
have been worse. The students did 
not get the first draft of their essays 
to me until late April.  

None of the final six essays 
addressed the subject so we were 
unable pick a winner. I reached out 
again to the Government Teacher 

Essay Contest by Brenda Potter,
Caring for America Chair

and requested he ask the students 
to make needed corrections and 
better address the topic of the 
importance of the Constitution. 
By this time it was May, and the 
students' attention was no longer 
on this project. I again contacted 
the Government teacher informing 
him that we will try again next year 
with clear, concise instructions and 
a structured format for the students 
to follow. 2021 will be OUR year!!

by Donna Holmes, 
Homeland Security Chair



Your FUNdraising VP and 
Committee Chairmen have 

been busy completing tasks for our 
fun-packed evening and a tribute 
to the 100th anniversary of our 
Right to Vote!!!We have completed 
the contract and will be “Roaring 
Into the ‘20s” at the Village Venue 
Ballroom! We are thankful for 
this opportunity to have our event 
at such a wonderful location at 
a price we can afford!. An added 
bonus is Constable Shane Rapp’s 
generous donation to cover the 
cost of the ballroom!

Our Masters of the Tickets, Becky 
Swindal and Melinda Rapp, have the 
tickets and are ready to accept cash or 
checks at this time. The cost remains 
the same: Tables of 8 for $240 or $25 
per adult, $15 for 10 and younger. As 
in the past, no tickets will be sold at 
the door. As soon as we are able to ac-
cept electronic payments we will no-
tify the membership via email. Thank 
you in advance for your patience.

2020 FUNdraiser is a GO!!!!
Our Masters of Entertainment, 

Jeanne Slupik, Susan Walker, and 
Jerry Besselman are finalizing skits 
and contacting members to assist.
If you receive a call from one of us, 
please say yes!

Our Decorating Diva, Maria 
Seiler, sends a huge thank you to 
all who donated empty wine and 
liquor bottles for her to decorate. 
Maria is a creative genius and the 
rest of us are just trying to keep up!

Our Master of the Desserts, 
Karen Hobson, has a treat for you! 
This year in addition to the won-
derful desserts you receive with 
your meal, we will also offer delec-
table sweets for sale at our “Puttin 
on the Ritz” Bakery! See Karen’s 
article on page 9 for more informa-
tion!! We are so excited to show-
case our fabulous bakers!

Our Master of the Auctions, 
Janet Blum, is eager to receive 
your items. Please contact her at 

830.708.5323 or mjblum@gvtc.
com. 

We are excited this year to 
include a “Best Costume Chal-
lenge” – from any decade between 
1920 and 2020. We had a costume 
challenge at our 40th Anniversa-
ry Membership Luncheon so we 
know you are all up for this – raid 
those closets and come dressed to 
win! We need a Master or Masters 
of the Costume Challenge. If you 
are interested (or a husband and 
wife team) please contact Jeanne at 
210.563.4038 or jdr@gvtc.com.  

In the meantime, stay safe and 
save your money for the auctions 
and our new “Puttin on the Ritz” 
Bakery!!!

by Jeanne Slupik, 
Fundraising Chair

 CLRW FUNdraiser        
Roaring Into the ‘20s 

Bakers Needed!!!!  
For Our “Puttin On The Ritz” Bakery Debut! 

Our club has many talented bakers with yummy recipes and we 
want your signature desserts to sell in our Bakery at the     
FUNdraiser!  
We need exceptional cakes, outstanding pies, fancy cookies,      
decorated cupcakes and so much more!  
Please contact Karen Hobson at 281-450-5453 or  
karenhtxrcp@att.net for more information!  
Happy baking!!! 
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From the dedicated folks 
that bring you the deli-

cious desserts at every FUNd-
raiser...comes the “Puttin on the 
Ritz” Bakery.

Our Club’s wonderful bak-
ers are now rolling out another 
shopping adventure for this year’s 
FUNdraiser! In addition to shop-
ping at the Auction, we will be 
introducing a new way to support 
our FUNdraising efforts. 

Announcing the debut of our 
“Puttin on the Ritz” Bakery!” 

We recognize that the talents 
of our Club members extend 
beyond those wonderful indi-
viduals who entertain us onstage 
and create hand-made items for 
our Silent & Live Auctions. We 
know that many of you are spe-
cially gifted at creating culinary 
delights, so we want to show off 
your special skill in baking!

To succeed in this new ven-
ture, we need donations of your 
outstanding signature desserts. 
Decorate your cakes, garnish 
those pies, frost a dozen cupcakes 
or embellish your unique cookies 
or brownies. Candies work, too. 
You choose what exceptional des-
sert item you want to contribute, 
and we’ll put your unique gifts on 

display in our specially designed 
Bakery.

But I’ll warn you, don’t wait till 
the end of the FUNdraiser to come 
and shop our Bakery. There will 
be a limited supply of these out-
standing goodies, so come visit us 
early and we’ll mark your selection 
‘SOLD’ so you can enjoy the rest of 
the event worry free!

Our Sweet Shop success con-
tinues as well!

Don’t forget us! The Bakery is 
not a replacement for the Sweet 
Shop — not at all! We still need all 
of you who have donated delicious 
desserts for our Sweet Shop to step 
up once again. These are the des-
serts that will be included as part of 
our FUNdraiser dinner, which so 
many attendees look forward to.

So, as you can see, we need so 
much help! Be watching soon for 
emails containing more details and 
sign-up sheets for:
•  Beautiful, fancy goodies to  
 sell at the Bakery

Examples Include: Delicious Deco-
rated Cakes, such as Carrot, Italian 
Cream, German Chocolate; Beauti-
ful Frosted Cupcakes; Exceptional 
Pies; Fancy Iced Cookies; Yummy 
Candies; Specialty Brownies

•  Delicious Sweet Shop desserts  
 to accompany our dinners

Favorites Include: Pecan pies/
Pecan pie bars,; Chocolate Texas 
Sheet cake; Special Bundt cakes, 
such as: Lemon, Blueberry, Rum, 
Spice, Pumpkin; Fruit cobblers, 
such as: Peach, Cherry, Blackberry; 
Brownies

B A K E R Y
Puttin on the Ritzby Karen Hobson, Master of the Desserts
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German Apple Cake 
with Caramel Glaze

Ingredients:
2 eggs  1 t. vanilla
1 c. canola oil  2 c. flour
2 c. white sugar  1 t. baking soda
2 t. cinnamon  4 c. apples – 
½ t. salt peeled & diced

Glaze:
½ c. butter ½ c. brown sugar
¼ c. heavy cream ½ t. vanilla

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Grease and flour a Bundt pan.

2. Beat oil & eggs with mixer until 
creamy. Mix in sugar & vanilla.

3. In another bowl, combine flour, 
baking soda, salt, and cinnamon.

4. Slowly add dry ingredients to egg 
mixture. Mix until combined. Batter 
will be thick.

5. Fold in apples; spread into pre-
pared pan.

6. Bake at 350 degrees for approx. 50 
minutes.

7. Cool on wire rack approx. 10 min-
utes, then turn onto plate.

8. To prepare Glaze: While cake is 
cooling, bring butter, brown sugar & 
cream in saucepan to a boil. Boil for 
3 minutes. Remove from heat and 
add ½ t. vanilla. Let cool slightly, 
then pour over warm cake.

•  Volunteers to help staff our  
 Bakery and Sweet Shop

Please consider how you can 
join with us to make this FUNd-
raiser the best and most successful 
yet!



Tables of 8—$240  or $25 per adult, $15.00 for 10 and 
younger No Tickets Sold at The Door!!!*** 

BYOB  - Set-Ups available!! 
Catfish Dinners with red beans and rice, coleslaw and tea 
Live and Silent Auctions!! (See below to contact Janet Blum)  

Best Costume Challenge!! Your Vote Counts!! Choose 
your decade between 1920 and 2020 and get creative!  
Bakery—Featuring Homemade Goodies by our Members 
Entertainment!  

***For tickets contact Becky Swindal at 512-423-2471 or  
rswindal2717@gmail.com. We are accepting checks or cash at this time.  
As soon as the timeline allows we will accept direct payments on line. 
Thank you for your patience! 
Paid political advertising by the Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC. Chrystina Power, PAC Treasurer, P.O. 
Box 2751, Canyon Lake, TX 78133 Payments are NOT deductible as charitable donations for federal in-
come tax purposes. No payments may be taken from corporations, labor organizations, or foreign nationals. 
State law requires that we collect and report name, address, occupation and employer of payers.  

 Roaring Into the ‘20s 
September 19 from 6 to 9pm   

New Location!!!!! Village Venue Ballroom, 
2032 Central Plaza Drive, New Braunfels 

Canyon Lake Republican WomenCanyon Lake Republican Women  
Present Present   

For information regarding Live or Silent Auction Items please contact    
Janet Blum at 830-708-5323 or mjblum@gvtc.com.  Mail monetary do-
nations (checks made out to CLRW with Auction on the memo line) or 
items care of Janet Blum, 318 Carpers Trail, Fischer, TX 78623 
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  Roaring Into the ‘20s 
Canyon Lake Republican WomenCanyon Lake Republican Women  

Auction Items Preview 
Hello CLRW Members, 
If you are like me, you have cleaned and reor-
ganized your closets and cupboards and found 
wonderful things you have never used and nev-
er will. You have also found time to indulge 
your creativity. Please consider donating your 
creations and found treasures to the Fish Fry 
Silent Auction. We have had everything from 
diamond rings to rubber snakes so anything 
goes. In order to inspire you, we have included 
some photos of items already donated. 
Let me hear from you, I will pick up your 
items, time is getting short. 
Thank you for your participation, 
Janet Blum, Master of the Auctions 
830-935-2956 
830-708-5323 
mjblum@gvtc.com 



Tolerance has its place
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Patience and personal re-
sponsibility are in short 

supply these days. Demands for 
"justice" are expected to be ren-
dered in real-time without regard 
for who is at fault or mitigating 
circumstances. That is the exact op-
posite of seeking the justice being 
demanded. That is seeking justifica-
tion to take "justice," as you define 
it, into your own hands. The his-
torical term is vigilantism - the act 
of implementing perceived justice 
immediately and without legal au-
thority. History shows us that a tree 
and a rope serve little purpose in 
the application of justice. While it 
may be expeditious, haste is always 
the wrong course of action. 

Indeed, the wheels of true jus-
tice grind slowly. William Shake-
speare mentioned "the law's delays" 
as one of the miseries of life. That is 
still accurate a few centuries later. 
This is especially true in our cur-
rent society. There are many factors 
beyond our control that contribute 
to the long delays in people receiv-
ing the justice our Constitution 
promises. But justice delayed is not 
inevitably justice denied. I have 
a problem with someone looting 
a sporting goods store because a 
judgment wasn't delivered the day 
the crime was committed. At that 
point, it is no longer a matter of 
principled or peaceful protest. It 
is now reduced to thieves making, 
then taking the opportunity to steal 
shoes. The right of the people to 
assemble peaceably, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of 
grievances is protected under the 
First Amendment of our Constitu-
tion. Property destruction, arson, 
rape, theft, and assault are not.

It seems that the obligation of 
"tolerance" falls solely on the shoul-
ders of law-abiding citizens. Violent 
protesters assume no duty to be 
rational regarding their supposed 
grievances and their redress. What 
we have seen is the implementation 
of one of the most significant "red 
herring" strategies in recent history. 
Wrap the sausage of anarchy in the 
thin skin of real social injustice, 
and what do you get? 

You get an unchal-
lenged smokescreen for 
criminal activity re-
ported by the media as 
legitimate protests. 

I am confident that any of my 
grandchildren can tell the differ-
ence between a protest and a riot. 
This intellectual distinction is ap-
parently beyond the mental acuity 
of media "journalists." Many media 
outlets dishonestly skew the news 
to fit a narrative. Those seeking 
the truth are certainly not fulfilled 
and only become more cynical. But 
those who suffer most are peaceful 
citizens protesting a real grievance. 
Anarchists with the support of me-
dia pundits hijack their voices for 
legitimate recompense of injury. So, 
where's the justice in that?

I'm tired of being tolerant of 
criminal activity committed by 
lawless morons who don't know 
enough history to tear down or 
deface the correct monument. I'm 
tired of being accused of being in-
tolerant when I won't close my eyes 
to dishonest news coverage and 
propaganda. I'm tired of hearing 
that the Republican Party is where 

white people go to lord over the op-
pressed. Read the historical record 
regarding who has walked with 
the oppressed, and who has denied 
them their dignity and given them 
victim status instead. The problem 
is not systemic racism. The prob-
lem is systemic liberalism. 

There is abundant evidence that 
we have a two-tiered legal system 
in this country. It applies differently 
to political royalty and unelected 
officials than it does to you and me. 
Those of us who are truly equal 
under the law recognize injustice 
when we see it. We seem to under-
stand cause and effect. Root cause 
analysis makes more sense to us 
than never missing the opportunity 
to take full advantage of a real or 
created crisis. Critical thinking is 
our invisible shield to their journal-
istic Kryptonite. 

 I, for one, want my country 
back. I honor the principles that 
define the Rule of Law. 
• Accountability to the law: the 
processes, norms, and structures 
that hold the population and public 
officials legally responsible for their 
actions

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot

continued on page 12



You've been on vacation 
for two weeks, you come 

home, and your basement is in-
fested with raccoons. Hundreds 
of rabid, messy, mean raccoons 
have overtaken your basement. 
You want them gone immediately! 
You call the city and four different 
exterminators, but nobody can 
handle the job. 

But there is this one guy, and 
he guarantees to get rid of them, 
so you hire him. You don't care if 
the guy swears; you don't care how 
many times he's been married; 
you don't care if he has a plumb-
er's crack; you simply want those 
raccoons gone! You want your 
problem fixed! He's the guy. He's 
the best!

Here's why we want Trump: 
Yes, he's a bit of a jerk; Yes, he's an 
egomaniac; but we don't care! The 
country is a mess because politi-
cians suck, the Republicans and 
Democrats can be two-faced and 
gutless, and illegals are everywhere. 
We want it all fixed! We don't care 
that Trump is crude; we don't care 
that he insults people; we don't 
care that he's been married 3 times; 
we don't care that he fights with 
Megyn Kelly and Rosie O'Donnell; 
we don't care that he doesn't know 
the name of some Muslim terrorist. 

This country became weak and 
bankrupt; our enemies were mak-
ing fun of us. We are being invad-
ed by illegals; we are becoming a 
nation of victims where every Tom, 
Ricardo, and Hasid is a special 
group with special rights to a point 
where we don't even recognize the 
country we were born and raised 
in. "AND WE JUST WANT IT 
FIXED.” 

And Trump is the only guy 
who seems to understand what the 
people want.

We're sick of politicians, sick of 
the Democrat Party, sick of the Re-
publican Party, and sick of illegals! 
We just want this thing fixed.

Trump may not be a Saint, but 
we didn’t vote for a Pope. We voted 
for a man who doesn't have lobby-
ist money holding him back, a man 
who doesn't have political correct-
ness restraining him. We all know 
that he has been very successful; 
he’s a good negotiator; he has built 
a lot of things, and he's also NOT a 
politician, NOT a cowardly politi-
cian! And he says he'll fix it. And 
we believe him because he is too 
much of an egotist to be proven 
wrong, or looked at and called a 
liar. Also, we don't care if the guy 
has bad hair. We just want those 
raccoons gone, out of our house, 
NOW!!!

You are welcome to copy/paste/
share this. Thousands of people 
who haven't voted in 25 years seem 
to be getting involved. And the 
more people who get this message, 
the more that will understand why 
Trump was elected.

The raccoons have got to go!!!

How I feel about Trump
by Steve Harvey

July 2020          Page 13

Continued from page 12
• Due process of law: decisions 
will be made on the basis of a 
set of established rules that are 
known
• Decisions based on the law: 
that a person who is accused of 
doing something wrong has a 
right to be told what it is they are 
said to have done wrong and to 
be shown evidence against them
• Consistent application of the 
law: each person should be treat-
ed in the same way by the legal 
system no matter who they are
• Enforcement of the law: the 
state must effectively prevent 
crime and violence of every sort
• Transparency of institutions: 
the legal system is seen and un-
derstood by the general public

At what point does our toler-
ance become cowardice? I believe 
we are there now. 

We need to take a 
stand against leftist 
ideology, the mother 
of anarchy. Our elected of-
ficials need to stand with us. And 
if you're as mad as hell at what is 
going on and not willing to take 
it anymore, do something!

Two hundred years ago, 
Edmund Burke warned against 
political apathy when he penned, 

"The only thing 
necessary for the tri-
umph of evil is for 
good men to do noth-
ing." It was true then, and it's 
true now.

DOING NOTHING 
IS NOT AN OPTION!



"The U.S. Constitution 
articulates a federal 

government with three branch-
es: legislative (to make the 
law), executive (to enforce the 
law), and judiciary (to interpret 
the law). The founders divided 
the government this way (with 
“separation of powers”) so that 
each branch would be a “check 
and balance” on the actions of 
the other two branches, there-
by discouraging development 
of a tyrannical federal govern-
ment.

This past week, the Supreme 
Court failed miserably in 
upholding the judicial branch’s 
responsibilities.

On June 15, six of the nine 
justices usurped the powers of 
the legislative branch to make 
law. They effectively rewrote 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to 
equate both sexual orientation 
and gender identity with bio-
logical sex. Never mind that 
Congress had no such intent 
when it passed that legislation. 
Never mind that Congress, 
as the maker of law and the 
people’s direct representatives, 
has specifically rejected that 
equivalence repeatedly over the 
last two decades. Congress, and 
Congress alone, has the au-
thority to make and amend the 
federal law.

Even as the Court was 
stealing legislative power from 
Congress, it was failing to exer-
cise its own power and purpose 
– to protect the constitutional 
rights of American citizens 
from government overreach. 
Also on June 15, the Court 
shirked its constitutional re-

sponsibility to review even one 
of numerous lower court Sec-
ond Amendment decisions that, 
according to petitioners, upheld 
constitutionally questionable 
gun control laws. The Court 
had its pick of cases involving a 
variety of Second Amendment 
issues from different states and 
plaintiffs. But no, this activist 
Court prefers Congress’ job of 
making new law over its own 
job of interpreting the constitu-
tionality of laws as written.

But wait, there’s even more 
capriciousness. In its latest 
dereliction of duty, the Court 
refused to uphold the Trump 
administration’s decision to end 
the illegal and unconstitutional 
DACA program. Readers may 
recall that DACA allows illegal 
aliens who were minors when 
they entered the country to 
obtain (a) a renewable two-year 
amnesty from deportation, (b) 
work authorizations, and (c) 
Social Security and Medicare 
benefits.

The 5th Circuit previously 
ruled that DACA violated the 
Immigration and Nationality 
Act because it provided benefits 
to illegal aliens that Congress 
had not authorized. But Chief 
Justice Roberts, in his latest 
flight of fancy, joined the four 
liberal justices in denying the 
Trump administration’s decision 
to end DACA because, in his view, 
the administration’s reasons for 
ending the program were inade-
quate. Justice Alito correctly re-
futed that assertion in his dissent, 
noting that DACA was “unlawful 
from the start, and that alone is suffi-
cient to justify its termination.”

Where does all this Supreme 
Court malpractice leave us?

For starters, there’s no such 
thing as “settled law” as long as 
Supreme Court justices prefer 
the work of the legislative and 
executive branches over their 
own.

More importantly, it makes 
November’s election even more 
important for our Constitu-
tional rights. If the Democrats 
win, Biden or his successor will 
appoint non-originalist, rela-
tivist Supreme Court justices, 
thereby sounding the death 
knell for many of the rights 
we’ve long taken for granted. 
Among these are: a woman’s 
right to private spaces free from 
biological males; a woman’s 
right under Title IX to com-
pete fairly and equally against 
members of her biological sex; 
our First Amendment rights to 
speak freely and to live in har-
mony with our religious beliefs; 
our Second Amendment right 
to keep and bear arms; and 
perhaps most importantly, the 
right to life itself.

Justices Roberts, Gorsuch, 
and the ultra-liberal, four 
justice voting bloc are proven 
threats to these and other con-
stitutional rights. Your votes 
this November will determine 
if additional originalist justices 
will be appointed and con-
firmed to secure these rights 
for future generations.

While President Trump may 
threaten your sensibilities, six 
current Supreme Court justices, 
Joe Biden, and the Democrat par-
ty all threaten your freedom."

Our failed Supreme Court By Don Volz, Guest Op/Ed column 
published in the New Braunfels Her-

ald-Zeitung, Thursday, June 25, 2020.
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With all the attention lately 
going toward the global 

pandemic of COVID-19, many 
other things are slipping under the 
radar…and not necessarily from 
lack of effort…but from lack of 
any kind of preparation to navi-
gate seemingly normal or routine 
activities under all the new rules, 
guidelines, and awkwardness of a 
pandemic.

For extra fun, 2020 is a census 
year. The door-to-door activities 
of a normal census year have been 
completely crippled by the pan-
demic. Census workers and com-
munity partners have scrambled to 
find ways to increase the response 

census. For fun, here’s how the map 
of Comal County changed from 
2000 to 2010, based on the last 2 
census counts:

However…there’s a lot more at 
stake than voting districts: FUND-
ING. Funding is directly tied to 
census counts. Comal County (as 
well as all others) stands to lose 
$1600-2000 per year for every per-
son not counted in our area. This 
includes funding from 316 federal 
programs for the next decade that 
directly affect us.

This funding comes across in 
many different ways. Some of it af-
fects all of us, and some of it affects 
none of us…but it has an impact in 
one way or another.

Locally speaking, funding for 
items such as: highway planning 
and construction, school lunches, 
special education program grants, 
Disabled Vet outreach, mental 
health services, substance abuse 
treatment and prevention services, 
watershed protection programs, 
crime victim assistance, voter assis-
tance for individuals with disabil-
ities grants, foster care, adoption 
assistance, child abuse programs, 
school breakfast and lunch pro-

Jen Crownover
Comal County Commissioner, 
Precinct 4
150 N. Seguin Avenue
New Braunfels, TX 78130 
830.221.1104
jencrownover@mycomalcounty.
com

Official's Corner by Jen Crownover,
Comal County Commissioner, Precinct 4

Census and COVID-19

rates, while still maintaining social 
distancing, and minimizing per-
sonal contact with people.

So far, the response rate for 
Comal County is 63.8%. While this 
is the second-highest response rate 
in our Alamo-Area Region, it still 
leaves approximately 36.8% of folks 
still needing to be counted.

One of the obvious concerns 
in a group such as this is the re-
districting. Redistricting from the 
local level, all the way up the food 
chain, happens as a result of the 

grams, medical assistance, medi-
care and medicaid, pell grants, 
firefighter grant programs, emer-
gency food assistance programs, 
hunter safety and education pro-
grams, emergency shelter grants, 
child welfare services grants, small 
business development, drug-free 
school programs, family violence 
prevention and services, women’s 
shelters, and supportive housing 
for the elderly…affect us and our 
neighbors directly—just to name a 
few.

If you have not already re-
sponded to the census, please do. 
Check with your neighbors. Check 
with your kids and grandkids. Send 
a reminder out via your POA, or 
other social media. As enthusiasti-
cally as we advocate for our candi-
dates in each race, let’s get together 
and rally.
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2020 Executive Board
President ............................ Carolyn Besselman

1st VP – Programs ......................Karen Hobson

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ..........Maria Seiler

2nd VP – Membership ..................... Carol Little

3rd VP – Fundraising ...................Jeanne Slupik

Recording Secretary ..........................Julie Vick

Corresponding Secretary .................Diane Kunz

PAC Treasurer .........................Chrystina Power

Past President/Parliamentarian .. Marsha Cooper

Standing Committees
Americanism ..............................Diane Schaule

Awards/Achievements ................... Patti Johnson

Campaign Activities ..................... Becky Garrett

Caring for America ..................... Brenda Potter

Community Engagement/Voter Registration 

 ..............................................Beryl Josephson 

Homeland Security .................... Donna Holmes

Leadership ..................................Teresa Spears

Legislation ............................... Sandra Turman

Newsletter/Historian..................Barbara Knight

Political Action/Publicity .............. Belinda Frisk

Social/Hospitality ............................ Janet Blum

Social Media ................................ Susan Walker

Webmaster ......................................................

Special Committees
Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Military Liaison ...........................Melinda Rapp

Scholarship .................................Jeanne Slupik

Representatives
GSAC .......... Carolyn Besselman & Susan Walker

State Republican Executive Committee
 ...............................Cat Parks & Mark Dorazio

TFRW ........................................Sylvia Gartner

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening
Aug 10 – CLRW Executive Committee Meeting - 
TBA - 1pm

Aug 19 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TBA  - 
9:30am - Congressman Chip Roy

Aug 24-27 – Republican National Convention - 
Charlotte, NC 

Aug 31 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA - 
1pm 

Sept 10 – CCRP Fundraiser - NB Convention Cen-
ter - 6pm  - Trey Gowdy

Sept 11 – FREEDOM WALK - TBA - 9am

Sept 16 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TBA  - 
9:30am - 

Sept 19 – CLRW FISH FRY FUNdraiser - The 
Venue - New Braunfels - 6pm

Oct 12 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  - 
1pm  

Oct 20 – Candidate Forum – Get out the Vote - 
New Braunfels Civic Center - 6:30pm

Oct 21 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TBA  - 
9:30am - Senator Donna Campbell

Nov 9 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  - 
1pm  

Nov 18 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TBA  - 
9:30am 

Dec 7 –  Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  - 
1pm  

Dec 16 – CLRW Chrismas Luncheon- TBA  - 
11am 

The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends that 
you think might be interested in joining a Republican 
Club. It is a perfect way to learn about what CLRW 
does and how we are an active and influential club. 
Feel free to send this newsletter!
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Razzle Dazzle
Reserve Your Tables
TODAY


