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The Empowerment Epidemic

This is a huge year for wom-
en, in more ways than one. 

In August, it will be 100 years since 
women gained the right to vote, 
and this will be the year that all 
women will need to cast their votes.

 I’ve noticed lately that there 
seems to be a word that is gaining 
momentum in the news. It appears 
to be in the forefront of commer-
cials regarding women: on the 
news, in ads and social media. The 
word is, “empowerment.”

I have heard the Democrat 
Party use it daily to describe how 
they are the “empowering” party 
of the future for women. They try 
to show this “empowerment” by 
dressing in all-white attire to attend 
the State of the Union Address, 
while ignoring the President and 
everything he says. They seem to be 
showing solidarity as if they are the 
‘Suffragettes’ of the 21st century. Or 
maybe they just didn’t have anything 
else to wear.

Then, there is the #Me Too 
Movement out of Hollywood that 
says they are “empowered” to take 
on the world with slander, threats, 
intimidation and anger.

I recently saw a protester on a 
television news program who was 

holding up a sign that stated: “Em-
powerment means, my body-my 
choice!” Curiosity about this word 
“empowerment” got me to look up 
the exact definition.

“Empowerment – the act or 
action of empowering something or 
someone. The process of becoming 
stronger and more confident, espe-
cially in controlling one’s life and 
claiming one’s rights." 

My how times have changed. 

continued on page 2



First of all, I am trying to 
understand how it is “em-

powerment” to sit and show com-
plete and utter rudeness toward 
a President of the United States. 
How is it "empowering" to want 
Socialism, to change the gender of 
children, abort babies, and threaten 
others' views with violent hatred? 
I’m just not following the logic. Is it 
because I’m older than the millen-
nial crowd? Is it because I’m out of 
touch with the universe these days? 
I DON’T THINK SO!!

“Empowerment” to me means 
standing up for what is good and 
right. It is having a standard of 
morals and decency and an ap-
proach to try and change things 
through discussion while using 
decorum. “Empowerment” is 
having a sense of faith to guide 
you through the tough processes. 
“Empowerment” is setting a good 
example for the next generations 
to follow and showing them how 
strong leaders should behave – not 
ripping up a President’s speech on 
national TV.

“Empowerment” is standing up 
to the opposition and protecting 
our freedoms, our families and our 
faith.

So…while Democrat women 
are busy trying to redefine the 
word “Empowerment,” Republican 
women need to stick to the original 
definition and use our power to 
march ahead in symbolic suffrag-
ette fashion (only now we wear red) 
to protect our faith, our families, 
our country and our future.

If anyone knows “empower-
ment,” it’s Republican women. You 
haven’t seen “empowerment” yet, 
but you will in November!

Please check your email for 
cancellations due to COVID 19.

Update – March 2020
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Legislative Report

I was overwhelmed by the 
volume of bills introduced 

in the US Congress in the first few 
weeks of 2020. This report will cover 
two Senate bills passed in February 
2020 and give information on a bill 
introduced in January 2019 which 
hasn’t received the necessary support 
to advance.

SB 3201 passed on February 6. 
It is the Temporary Reauthorization 
and Study of the Emergency Sched-
uling of Fentanyl Analogues Act. 
Key provisions are to recommend 
best practices for accurate, swift and 
permanent control of Fentanyl-re-
lated substances, including how to 
quickly remove under the Controlled 
Substances Act substances that are 
discovered to have no abuse po-
tential and also how to reschedule 
substances that are determined to 
have a very low abuse potential AND 
potential accepted medical use.

SB 153, a bipartisan bill, passed 
on February 11. It supports Veterans 
in STEM careers (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathematics 
fields), and makes Veterans eligible 
for certain National Science Founda-
tion Programs. It directs the NSF to: 

encourage Veterans to 
study and pursue careers in 
STEM, and

submit a plan to Congress 
for enhancing Veterans 
outreach. 

Also the Government Account-
ability office must study:

academic success rates of 
student Veterans pursuing 
undergrad STEM degrees, 
and
barriers faced by these 
students in pursuing such 
degrees.

by Sandra Turman, Legislation

SB 311 was introduced on January 
31. This partisan bill was sponsored by 
51 Republican Senators. It is the Born- 
Alive Abortion Survivors Protection 
Act that establishes requirements for 
the degree of care a health care pro-
vider must exercise in the event a child 
is born alive following an abortion or 
attempted abortion. 

A health care practitioner must: 
exercise the same degree of 
care as reasonably provided 
to another child born alive at 
the same gestational age, and 
immediately admit the child 
to a hospital. Additionally, 
an individual who intention-
ally kills or attempts to kill 
a child born alive is subject 
to prosecution for murder. 
The mother of such a child 
cannot be prosecuted for 
conspiracy to violate these 
provisions, for being an ac-
cessory after the fact, or for 
concealment of a felony.

On February 25, cloture on the 
motion to proceed to the measure 
failed 56-41 with three Democratic 
Senators voting with, and Senators 
Warren, Sanders and Klobuchar not 
present to vote as they were participat-
ing in the South Carolina Democrat 
Presidential Debate. Sixty "Yea Votes" 
were needed to advance the measure.

President’s Message cont'd
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Caring For America by Brenda Potter, 
Caring for America

During the February Board 
Meeting, CLRW Board 

Members voted to host their first 
High School Essay Contest, offered 
to the Canyon Lake High School 
Senior Government Class students, 
an idea CLRW member Barbara 
Knight presented at the Marketing 
Committee last year.  It was decided 
that the club would offer cash prizes 
for two winners. 

Club President Carolyn Bes-
selman put me in contact with the 
Vice Principal of Canyon Lake High 
School, Mark Kershner. On Febru-
ary 7th, I met with him and Gov-
ernment teacher Coach Bill Greene 
to discuss the Essay Contest. They 
were both very excited that we had 
decided to provide this opportunity 
to students and agreed to get started 
on it right away. 

CLRW had suggested the Con-
stitution as an idea for the essay, The 
topic that was decided upon was: 

Considering our current politi-
cal environment this seemed all too 
relevant, especially for up and com-
ing new voters. Coach Greene had 
his students begin on their essays 
immediately. By February 12th, he 
had narrowed the list to the ten best 
essays. The essays were returned to 
students to amend and polish for 
final judging. How exciting to see 
these young people so engaged and 
enthusiastic about this project!!

In order to avoid interfering 
with High School finals that are 
right around the corner, an April 
1st deadline was set for final judg-
ing. CLRW is currently assembling 

a panel of judges welcoming any 
volunteers to help with choosing 
the final two winning essays.  Glenn 
Breitung has volunteered, and we 
will need one more judge to join 
us. Please email Brenda Potter at 
brenda@theexhibitguru.com if you 
are interested.

In addition to the HS Essay 
Contest, CLRW will also begin pro-
viding brochures about the Electoral 
College to Mountain Valley Middle 
School students beginning in the 
fall of 2020.  

The Social Studies Department 
chair and 8th Grade Social Studies 
teacher, Keely Zach, thought this 
was a fabulous idea! She said that 
they always struggle to try and get 
the students to wrap their brains 
around the Electoral College and 
she is thrilled to join with CLRW in 
providing another new and exciting 
educational tool to the young people 
in our community!

Although CLRW has provid-
ed Constitutions for many years, 
Comal ISD began supplying 5th 
graders with the mini Constitutions 
this past fall.  CLRW is still dedicat-
ed to providing Dictionaries to area 
3rd graders.  

CLRW remains committed to 
supporting solid core values in our 
young people by working with the 
local community through education 
and outreach. 2020 is looking like a 
great year for Canyon Lake kids to 
help #MAGA!

"In a time when the 
Constitution seems to come 
under constant attack, is it 
indeed still necessary and 
if so, how can we return to 
respecting and enforcing it?"

Tis the season for conventions. 
Their status is somewhat 

precarious at this point with cancella-
tions taking place left and right due to 
the pandemic the world is facing. So 
stay tuned to determine if the county, 
state and national conventions will 
take place as scheduled and what will 
happen if they are canceled. It should 
be interesting!

Precinct Conventions are the first 
step in selecting delegates to the State   
and National Conventions and in de-
termining the Republican Platform for 
the state of Texas.

Each precinct, now 29 in Comal 
County, elected delegates to the Comal 
County Convention. The delegates 
represented their precinct at the Coun-
ty Convention on March 7, assuring 
that the ideas and beliefs of each pre-
cinct were represented at the County 
Convention.

Each Republican primary voter is 
eligible to be a delegate to the County 
Convention on Saturday, March 21 
from 9:30am to 3pm at Christ Presby-
terian Church, 1620 Common St., New 
Braunfels has been postponed due to 
COVID 19. If for some reason, a voter 
is unable to vote in the Republican 
primary, he/she can still be a delegate 
by taking an oath of affiliation with the 
Republican Party.

The grassroots ideas from the 
Precinct Convention move forward 
through the County Convention to 
the State Convention, where the Texas 
Republican Party defines its shared 
beliefs and determines how it will pro-
mote these beliefs. The Party does this 
by creating a platform, by setting rules, 
and electing people to run the party 
between conventions. The Conven-
tion is scheduled for May 14–16 at the 
George R. Brown Convention Center 
in Houston.

The Republican National Con-
vention is scheduled August 24 to 27 
Spectrum Center in Charlotte, NC.

Conventions

mailto:brenda@theexhibitguru.com


In Memoriam
Canyon Lake Republican Women recently lost an-

other of our members. It is with great sadness that 
we say goodbye to Sami Devillier. Our condolences and 
prayers go out to her family and friends.
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by Melinda Rapp, Military Liaison

Because of your generosity, we 
are able to supply items such as sugar, 

creamer, coffee, 
various cleaning 
supplies, blan-
kets, dishes for 
leftovers, batter-
ies, and kitchen 
supplies.

Thanks 
to all of 
you, we 
are able 
to spend 
between 
$300 to 
$700 twice 
a year for 
this cause. Donations may be made by 
cash or check, made out to CLRW, or a 
check payable to Fisher House. At the 
general meeting in May, I will collect 
donations for Fisher House.

Fisher House is a place for 
families of injured military 

personnel 
to stay while 
their loved 
ones are in 
therapy. Fisher 
House has 54 
rooms that 
accommodate 
families in a 
warm setting. 
In addition, 
there are common areas for families 
to meet each other, watch television, 
and play board games. There are large 
kitchens where they can cook and 
wonderfully equipped laundry rooms.

Fisher House relies on financial 
assistance from the Government and 
on donations from organizations like 
Canyon Lake Republican Women. 
Twice a year our club pitches in to 
supply Fisher House with the supplies 
they need to make the families com-
fortable during their stay.

Fisher HouseFisher House

The primary purpose of the 
Publicity Chairman is to 

promote Club activities through the 
local media and act as photographer 
at meetings and other functions and 
events. I share everything, especially 
the photos with Karen Hobson (Web-
master), Susan Walker (Social Media) 
and Barbara Knight (Newsletter/
Scrapbook).

What a fun job! Advertising 
regular monthly meetings and special 
events is also great fun! Being Public-
ity Chair gives me the opportunity to 
meet people, start up conversations, 
make new conservative friends and 
invite them to a meeting or an event.  
Canyon Lake Republican Women 
participates in many community ac-
tivities – The 911 Freedom Walk, two 

by Belinda Frisk, 
Publicity

Getting CLRW news out
parades, Halloween in Sattler, and out-
and-about at events and conventions - 
where members of our community are 
happy to have their photos taken and 
shared.  I always get their permission 
too! As a Club, many of our members 
attend Texas Federation of Republican 
Women meetings, special events and 
the biennial convention. Of course, the 
best event of all is our Annual Fish Fry 
in September! This is a great opportu-
nity to take lots of photos with every-
one having a good time.

If you or some-
one you know takes 
a photograph you 
think would be a 
good addition for 
CLRW Social Media 
or perhaps for the 

local newspaper, please send it to 
me at bfrisk@gvtc.com or call me at 
830.708.6103. Also, if you are aware of 
any other means of advertisement you 
think we might benefit from, I’d love 
to hear about it.

My job in CLRW is to serve as 
the club's Military Liaison to Fisher 

House by coordi-
nating the "need 
list" from their staff, 
conducting the 
shopping trip, and 
delivering the items. 
What a wonderful 
job I have!!!

Thank you 
for your generous 
donations that help 
service personnel 

who have served our 
country and their families while they 
receive treatment and rehabilitation. I 
hope you will support this project in 
May to help us continue our support 
to veterans and their families.

Jeanne Slupik, Staff, Melinda Rapp, 
Staff &Becky Swindal

http://bfrisk%40gvtc.com
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The Department of Home-
land Security's mission is 

to secure the nation from the many 
threats the US faces. This requires 
more than 240,000 employees. The 
department was established in 2002 
after the events on 9/11 made appar-
ent the need for better coordination 
and communication within the feder-
al government. 

The Operational and support 
components include: 

US Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services which adminis-
ters the nation’s lawful immi-
gration system. 

The United States Coast 
Guard is the only military 
organization within the de-
partment.
United States Customs and 
Border Protection is one of 
the largest and most complex 
components, with a priority 

mission of keeping terrorists and 
their weapons out of the US. It also is 
responsible for securing and facilitat-
ing trade and travel. 

The Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency 
leads the national effort to 
defend infrastructure against 

today's threats while working with all 
levels of government and the private 
sector to secure the threats of tomor-
row. 

Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency supports our 
citizens and first responders  
to improve our ability to 

prepare for, protect against, respond 
to, recover from, and mitigate all 
hazards. 

The Federal Law Enforce-
ment Training Center pro-
vides training to law enforce-
ment professionals.

United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
promotes homeland security 
and public safety through 

criminal and civil enforcement of 
federal laws governing border control, 
customs, trade and immigration. 

The United States Secret Ser-
vice safeguards the nation’s 
financial, infrastructure and 
payment systems; protects 

national leaders, visiting heads of state, 
designated sites and National Special 
Security Events. 

The Transportation Securi-
ty Administration protects 
the nation’s transportation 
system. 
The Management Director-
ate is responsible for budget, 
appropriations, accounting 
and finance, procurement, 

human resources, information tech-
nology systems, facilities, equipment, 
biometric identification, and perfor-
mance measurements relating to the 
department.

The Science and Technology 
Directorate is the primary 
research and development 
arm of the department.
The DHS Countering Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction 
works to prevent attacks 
against the US. 
The Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis equips the 
department intelligence and 
information needed to keep 
us safe.
The Office of Operations 
Coordination provides 
information daily to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security 

and senior leaders to enable decision 
making.

by Donna Holmes, Homeland Security

Homeland Security
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Membership recruiting is going 
well thanks to our diligent 

members who invite their friends and 
neighbors to our meetings. Of course, 
the Democrats and their craziness 
have also contributed greatly to our 
recruitment!

We now stand at 137 primary mem-
bers and 118 associate/affiliate mem-
bers. While not all of our members 
will renew this year – with your con-
tinued efforts – we should be able to 
bring our full membership up to150. 
In fact, 39 new (primary) members 
have joined us since last April!

Please welcome our newest mem-
bers: Ruth Diamond, Paula and Jim 
Fletcher, Marilyn Good, Cruz Hale, 
Erin Harrison, Haskell Hart, Angie 
Hasness, Kristen Hoyt, Joanne Jovich, 
Ann Lattimore, Greg Monge, Gina  
and Charlie Motz, Sherry Ottinger, 
Bob Parks, Sandy and Cliff Turman, 
Loretta Verwers, and Deb Wiging-
ton. Susie Le Canu and Susan Walker 
recently converted from associate to 
full status. And, we welcome Cassie 
Dyson, TFRW Deputy President, and 
Sylvia Gartner, TFRW District Direc-
tor.

Our meeting room is full; Janet 
Blum has had to recruit additional 
members to serve as hospitality, and 
there is a lot of excitement at each 
of our meetings. Please mark your 
calendars now for our New Member 
Orientation Brunch on May 28 at 
10 am. All new members who have 
not previously attended a session are 
invited. The event, held at the library, 
is hosted by the CLRW board.

Membership
by Carol Little, Membership



It is not too early to think 
about the Fish Fry FUNd-

raiser and the all important AUC-
TION. This is the SOLE fundrais-
ing event that CLRW sponsors 
each year. 

Canyon Lake Republican Women Present: 

  Save the Date!!!! 

Live and   

Silent  

Auctions!!! 

 

 September 19 from 6 to 9pm  

at the CRRC Recreation Center 
Entertainment! 

     B
YOB!! 

 

1920s VIBE!!!! 

 

Roaring Into the ‘20s 

Fish Fry FUNdraiser AUCTION
Although we charge for the 

meal, very little of the ticket sales 
brings in revenue for our projects. 
Donations and the silent and live 
auctions bring in the lion's share of 
funds.

So...having enticing items that 
attendees will bid on is of utmost 
importance!!! 

I would appreciate some help 
decorating a FREEDOM TREE for 
the silent auction. Please look for 
patriotic/red/white and blue/Texas/
USA ornaments while you are out 
and about this summer.

What better way to spend your 
vacation! Thanks for your help!!!

by Janet Blum, Auction Chair
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2019 Caring for America Chair, 
Donna Holmes, presents Mountain 
Valley Middle School Librari-
an, Christine Kidd, a check from 
CLRW for $325 to help purchase 
twenty different books for the 
library in support of the school's 
Lone Star Book Club.

When I was asked to serve in 
this position, our president 

said she thought of a member she 
knew who spent the most time on 
Facebook, and immediately thought 
of me. She was correct, and I am 
proud that over the past few years, I 
administrated the Facebook pages for 
New Braunfels Republican Wom-
en, Greater San Antonio Council of 
Republican Women, Comal County 
Republican Party and now, CLRW.

This position is responsible for 
posting all meetings and events on 
CLRW's Facebook page, as well as 
reviewing and selecting information 
from other sites that is likely to be of 
interest to our followers. Facebook 
can link to other sites, like Eventbrite, 

Social Mediaby Susan Walker, 
Social Media

for event ticketing.
I also monitor the site for improp-

er postings and review and block the 
follower, if necessary. Since we are in 
a Primary election cycle, our site will 
not post any specific candidate en-
dorsements nor any “dirty laundry.”   

 If our members are out and about 
at events, I would love to post your 
picture, your name and a brief descrip-
tion of the event(s).

Social Media thrives on posts, 
followers, likes and shares. All of these 
boost our profile and increase our 
reach…it’s just like “word of mouth” 
advertising (without the talking).

I also evaluate the Facebook 
reports to determine the types of posts 
that are getting the most positive re-
action. For example, I posted a picture 
of President and Mrs. Trump at the 
Daytona 500 with the Blue Angels 
flying overhead. This post had a Reach 
– 201, Engagements – 42, Likes –11, 
Loves –11, Share – 1, and Hide – 1 (we 
have a troll). 

I encourage all our members and 
supporters to visit our Facebook Page. 
Thank you and let’s Unite for Victory!

Members of TFRW met in 
Allen, Texas on January 

25 to participate in 
“Leadership Day.”  This 
event was a carefully 
designed day-long 
program that included 
interesting seminars re-
lated to growing clubs, 
caring for America, 
legislation, public rela-
tions, campaign activi-
ties, fundraising, using 
advanced technology, 
and how to earn TFRW 
awards. 

All of the seminars 
were informative and 
designed to create confidence in be-

ing a leader with techniques that could 
be utilized by individual clubs.  Partic-

ipants were encouraged to 
ask questions and exchange 
ideas. 

To liven up the day, 
there was a debate between 
RPT Chairman James Dick-
ey and (Ret) Lt. Col. Allen 
West who are candidates 
for the State Chairman’s 
position at the 2020 state 
convention. In addition, 
there were two entertaining 
and informative speakers:  
Dr. Bill O’Neal and Pastor 
Mark Collins.  

“Leadership Day” was 
a major benefit to all participants and 

TFRW Leadership Day
proved, once again, how beneficial the 
programs offered by TFRW can be to 
individual local clubs!

by Cassie Dyson,
Deputy President Region IX

CLRW's Betty Thomas

CLRW's Patti Johnson



There were 73 
Floats, on a beau-

tiful sunny day, on Decem-
ber 14, 2019 at the Canyon 
Lake Christmas Parade in 
Sattler, Texas.

But, it was Float #16 
or AKA the "Canyon Lake 
Republican Women’s 
Float" that was the Crown 
Jewel of the day!

Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women came together 
and pulled out all of the stops. Many of 
us had never worked together before, 
but we all jumped in with smiles on 
our faces and scissors and tape in our 
hands. And before you knew it, magic 
began to happen! 

"Santa’s Elves" included: Marsha 
and Glynn Cooper, Karen and John 
Hobson, Brenda and Andy Potter, Julie 
Vick, Cruz Hale, 
Sandy Turman, 
Julie, Lauren and 
Camille Cavazos, 
Chrystina Power, 
Patti Johnson, and 
Maria and Patrick 
Seiler. 

Although 
Barbara Knight 
was not present, 
her trailer was 
much appreciated. 
Carolyn Bessel-
man could not 
participate that 
day either, but her 
guidance and leadership were greatly 
appreciated! Our truck driver was 
Glynn Cooper; he guided our float 
with ease and grace!

 "Santa’s Elves" wielded their 
magic wands and pixie dust flew in the 
air and just like that, "Whoville" came 
to life. Poinsettias appeared all around, 

a fireplace blazed, and what started as 
an ordinary trailer, was transformed 
into Santa’s Sleigh. Wrapped presents 
appeared under a brilliant 
Christmas Tree sparkling with 
gems, and stars dangling from 
the arch above the fireplace! 

Before Float #16 took 
flight, our Canyon Lake Repub-

lican Women 
AKA "San-
ta’s Elves" 
gathered 
in a circle, 
clasped 
hands and 
prayed to 
God for his 
wisdom, 
courage, pro-
tection and 
strength for 
our Country, 
our Presi-
dent, those 

present at the 
Parade and for each other.

"Santa’s Elves" took their 
places on our sleigh and off 
we went through the streets of 
Sattler, waving and shouting: 
Merry Christmas to our friends 
lining the streets. Our float was 
embraced by the crowds, who cheered 

Christmas Parade
us on shouting Keep 
America Great! 

The force was with 
us and it was lovely to 
see what can be accom-
plished when giving 
hands, smiling faces, and 
welcoming hearts come 
together! 

There was hope all 
around us that it may be 

possible to keep America Great, cross-
ing barriers and coming together as 
one country.  Keep America Great! 

by Maria Seiler,  
Asst. 1st VP  – Special Events

All set and read to roll. . .

Karen and John Hobson

Julie Vick and Maria Seiler

March 2020          Page 8



March 2020         Page 9

Incoming President Carolyn Besselman and 
Outgoing President Marsha Cooper

Past President Pat Hingst and Constable Shane Rapp

Senator Donna Campbell and 
1st VP Karen Hobson

Linda Kinney, Cindy Payne, Marsha Good, Maria Broderick and Anita Valdez

Steve Munisteri, Senior Advisor to Senator John Cornyn, conducts induction of 2020 CLRW
officers: Recording Secretary – Julie Vick, Corresponding Secretary – Diane Kunz,  PAC Treasurer 

– Chrystina Power, 3rd VP – Fundraising – Jeanne Slupik, 2nd VP – Membership – Carol Little,  
Asst. 1st VP – Special Events – Maria Seiler, 1st VP – Programs – Karen Hobson, and President – 

Carolyn Besselman

Susan Harris, Beryl Josephson, Chrystina Power, Carl Josephson, 
Marsha White and Diana Kunz

Christmas Installation LuncheonChristmas Installation Luncheon
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January  Meeting Recap

Karen Hobson, 1st VP, introduced Sue Piner, newly 
elected Chair of Comal County Republican Party, 

as CLRW's speaker at its January meeting. She described 
Sue as a dedicated, tireless, conservative activist who is 
definitely glad to have the Obama years behind us! During 
the previous administration, she found herself angry and 
eager to find out what she, as a passionate conservative, 
could do to serve her county and state.  

Among other activities, Sue joined in rallies opposing 
Obamacare and served in various roles at NBRW, including 
six years as Corresponding Secretary. Additionally, she was 
asked to be a campaign coordinator for Dr. Donna Camp-
bell for Comal County. She also volunteered with Senator 
Cruz and Congressman Chip Roy campaigns and many 
others.

For the past three years, Sue volunteered weekly at 
Comal County Republican Headquarters training new 
volunteers. She served as Vice President and three years as 
President of the Republican Club of Comal County. CLRW 
recognized Sue’s 4,000 volunteer hours in 2019 that also 
included participation in conventions and SREC meetings.

The skills Sue learned, the people she met, and all the 
experiences she had served as training to ready her to take 
over leadership of the Comal County Republican Party 
when former Chair, Ruth Pharis, retired. 

Sue was born in Fort Worth, Texas and attended Ar-
lington Heights High School with classmates John Denver, 
singer-songwriter Delbert McClinton, and Comal County’s 
very own, Don Johnson. She attended TCU and worked 
in retail at Neiman Marcus in sales and advertising for 
ten years. Sue, husband Gary, and son Paxton moved to 
New Braunfels 26 years ago and built their home, eager to 
experience the more laid-back Hill Country lifestyle. They 
are active members of Our Lady of the Atonement Catholic 
Church in San Antonio.

Sue told CLRW members that she was guided by the 
Prayer of Jabez from First Chronicles 4:9 that told how 
Jabez called on the God of Israel asking to bless him and to 
enlarge his territory.

"On November 4, I asked our Republican Club Board 
to join me daily in praying this prayer with the intention 
of growing our membership. However, on November 21, 
I was elected as Chair of the Comal County Republican 
Party. I looked to heaven and said, 'Lord, do you have a 
different territory in mind for me?'
Suddenly, a challenger for Chair was nominated!!!

 I looked back to heaven and said, 
 – 'Lord, bless me.'
 – 'Increase my territory.'

 – 'Protect my territory.'
The challenger withdrew!

 Then, I added,
 – 'Lord, prosper my territory.'

Then, Robert Strack proposed a large fundraiser for our 
party. Things became extremely busy in the office.
 I then added,
 – 'Lord, help me to manage my territory.'
There were several issues to deal with and I needed creative 
problem solving.
 So I added,
 – 'Lord, help me to discern what is a priority and   
         what is a distraction. Help me to focus on your   
         will and what are the right things to do.'
WHAT AN ADVENTURE!
 – 'Thank you, Lord.'"

And we have all heard, and may have even said, "Be 
careful in what you ask for." Well, Sue showed us that 
asking for something and then being contrite when our 
prayers are answered can open many doors for us person-
ally on our life journey and that it can enrich others around 
us who are also serving. Sue and fellow Republicans have 
many challenges in our "territory" to insure that conserva-
tive and responsible leaders are elected in Comal County 
and our nation.

We call upon CLRW members to be responsive and 
responsible members and volunteer at Comal County Re-
publican Headquarters during this critical year!

Karen Hobson, Sue Piner and Carolyn Besselman

Read more on page 18 about 
Comal County Republican Headquarters.
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CLRW welcomed 
Konni Burton, 

Founder and CEO of The Texan, a 
statewide news outlet focused on the 
stories that matter most to Texans and 
their pocketbook, as guest speaker at 
its February meeting.

She presented: “To-
day’s Media Crisis,” and 
discussed the issues we face 
in legacy media, and how 
the left-of-center narrative 
is so pervasive in “unbi-
ased” outlets. She shared 
how this issue led her to 
start The Texan and how 
the outlet is actively com-
bating left-of-center media. 

She informed those present that 
half of Texans are right of center – 50.9 
percent. A short clip from FOX News' 
Tucker Carlson show was shown. 

 Konni has a passion for limited 
government, individual liberties and 
free market principles. She served as 
vice president of the NE Tarrant Tea 
Party and on numerous campaigns for 
local, state and federal races, including 
Senator Ted Cruz.

February Meeting Recap

Audience watching FOX News' Tucker Carlson

Konni then ran for office and 
was elected in 2014 to serve Tarrant 
County’s Senate District 10 in Austin. 
She was endorsed by: Gun Owners of 
America, Young Conservatives of Tex-
as, Texas Eagle Forum, Texas Right to 

Life, National Rifle Association, Texas 
Values, Empower Texans, Texas Home 
School Coalition Association, and Rev. 
Rafael Cruz.

Konni won that race and suc-
ceeded Wendy Davis, who vacated 
the state Senate after her unsuccessful 
campaign as the Democratic guberna-
torial nominee in 2014 election against 
Gov. Abbott. An advocate for the 

Carolyn Besselman, Konni Burton and Karen Hobson

taxpayer, Konni became the stron-
gest proponent in the legislature for 
ending the practice of taxpayer-funded 
lobbying…which made her unpopular 
amongst the "business-as-usual" crowd 
in Austin.

Konni believes that her experience 
as a grassroots activist, elected offi-
cial, and taxpaying citizen provides a 
unique and valuable perspective on the 

political 
landscape 
in Texas, 
which she 
brings daily 
to The 
Texan.

Konni 
attended 
the Uni-
versity 
of North 
Texas and 

graduated with a BBA in Marketing. 
There she met her husband Phil. They 
have two daughters and have been 
members of Calvary Lutheran Church 
for 30 years.

The Texan is a subscription news 
outlet found on the Internet at The-
Texan.news. For more information, 
please visit the website.

http://thetexan.news
http://thetexan.news


CLRW will welcome Nick Adams at 
its March meeting. Adams is 

a four-time best-selling author, motivational speak-
er, Fox News commentator, business innovator, and 
Stage IV cancer survivor. 

Nick will speak on "How Political Correctness is 
Turning The American Dream Into The European 
Nightmare." He will explain that America is easily the 
greatest country in the world and is under attack like 
never before. For the first time in American history, 
the enemies of America are not only foreign – they 
are also domestic. People 
within America are seeking 
to make it like other places 
in the world. America is in a 
huge culture war that must be 
won. America has the values, 
founding, and the exception-
alism to win it, and it will.

Nick has inspired tens of 
thousands of K-12 students, 
and motivated hundreds of 
thousands about the greatness 
of American opportunity. 

Adams has appeared on 
virtually every major televi-
sion and radio program. He runs the Foundation for 
Liberty and American Greatness (FLAG), a nonprofit 
organization that teaches civics and informs parents 
and students on the power of the American Dream. 
His work in public schools has seen him recognized 
by governors across the country, and he has been 
awarded honorary status in Texas, Kentucky, Oklaho-
ma, Nebraska, Arkansas and South Carolina. 

Born and raised in Australia, Adams is an im-
migrant to America, receiving a rare "Extraordinary 
Ability Green Card."

His book, Green Card Warrior, detailing his 
journey to America, received special distinction in 
March 2017, with President Donald Trump declaring 
it “a must read.” It was the first time in the history 
of the United States that a sitting President has ever 
endorsed a book. 

March Meeting
His books have been endorsed, among others, by 

Chuck Norris, Mike Huckabee, Sean Hannity, Dennis 
Prager, Ben Carson, Allen West, Dana Perino, and the 
NRA. 

In the United States, he has spoken at conven-
tions, corporate meetings, military bases, universities, 
high schools and churches, in 40 states. Abroad, he 
has given major addresses in England, Germany and 
South Korea. 

FLAG (www.flagusa.org) has produced the 
world’s first kid-friendly Constitution, Declaration of 

Independence and Federalist 
Papers, as launched on Fox 
News. The FLAG Board con-
tains luminaries such as (Ret) 
Col. Allen West, Bill O’Reilly, 
Dennis Prager, Pete Hegseth, 
Steve Cortes, and many others. 

Adams earned both un-
dergraduate and postgraduate 
degrees at the University of 
Sydney. He was publicly elect-
ed the youngest Deputy Mayor 
in Australian history in Syd-
ney, at the age of twenty-one. 

CLRW recently ordered 
copies of the Citizen's Guide to the Elec-
toral College, produced by Nick 
Adams, to disseminate to 
students at Moun-
tain Valley 
Mid-
dle 
School. 
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Canceled due to COVID 19

http:/www.flagusa.org


Well, it is time again for our annual membership 
luncheon. This year, it will be held on Wednes-

day, April 15, 2020, AKA “Tax Day.” With that in mind, 
we will have some fun with different activities planned. 

The event is an opportunity to welcome our new and 
prospective members as well as to celebrate ALL our mem-
bers. Please consider inviting a friend or neighbor to enjoy 
the fun… and potentially to join our club. After all, ALL 
CLRW members are part of our membership committee!

As the GVTC auditorium is no longer hosting politi-
cal gatherings, we were blessed that St. Francis by the Lake 
Episcopal Church welcomed us to use their new Great 
Hall. It is lovely, bright and spacious. The location (121 
Spring Mountain Drive at the corner of 306 in Canyon 
Lake) is also more convenient to our members! Special 
thanks to Beryl Josephson for her suggestion and to Jeanne 
Slupik who facilitated the arrangements. 

While spacious, the Great Hall is not as cavernous as 
the GVTC Auditorium so ticket sales will be limited to the 
first 84. (I think more than 90 attended last year – so buy 
your tickets early!) And, parking is a bit of an issue with 
only about 30 spaces in the existing parking lot. Some at-
tendees will need to park on the street, and 
carpooling is highly recommended.

We are excited to welcome Glynis 
Chester, TFRW President, as our featured 
speaker this year. Thanks to Marsha Coo-
per, immediate past CLRW President, for 
making that happen! 

Membership Luncheon in April
What do we wear? The theme is patriotic and we all 

have patriotic and Republican-themed clothing. Be ready 
to sport it all. Yes, there will be one or two contests relat-
ed to attire. Oh, and it is well-known that CLRW women 
like to sport their big hats – go ahead and place a patriotic 
spectacle atop your head!

Contests, 
though, are not 
limited to attire. Be 
prepared to com-
plete a humorous 
tax return (or two or 
three). So be sure to 
bring your reading 
glasses. We’ll have 
plenty of fun prizes 
for the winners.

This year our buffet will include an Italian pasta salad, 
Asian cabbage salad, Dill chicken salad, yeast rolls, Uncle 
Sam’s own cupcakes, and various beverages. Hopefully, we 
will suit all tastes and dietary preferences.

This event cannot happen without our volunteers 
stepping up to make it a success. We have plenty of open-
ings on the Pastry Platoon, Buns Brigade, Special Ops, 
Battle Dress, Check-In Chiefs, Clean-up Captains, Kitch-
en Cavalry, and Contest Commanders. Sign-ups can be 
done online (an email will be going out shortly) and at our 
March 18 meeting. This event may be canceled due to 
COVID 19 – watch your email for further details. 

Political Process
• Greater access to elected and appointed officials
• Meet with candidates; ask questions one-on-one
• Improved access when you need help personally
• Share your opinions/concerns with officials and other    
  members
• Participate in candidate campaigns as desired

Accurate, Updated Information
• Learn the truth – not the interpretation of events by          
   mainstream media
• Understand what is genuinely unfolding in your com- 
   munity, your state, and your country
• Communicate with agencies responsible for your       
   specific concerns

The Political System
• Serve as delegates to state convention; participate in       
   molding the platform; serve on a committee
• Learn how to testify on bills at the Capitol
• Learn how to run for office yourself

• Participate at whatever level you desire
Training

• Attend training that teaches how to campaign effec- 
   tively, articulate your Republican values, persuade the  
   politically indecisive
• Learn about effective political structures
• Discover the (often) unknown reasons behind legisla- 
   tion and executive decisions

Similar Values and Mutual Support
• Meet like-minded people and work toward the same goals
• Benefit from others’ experiences; share your own
• Identify the most critical issues and provide unifying       
   support
• Demonstrate to American citizens the unity and wis-  
   dom of Republican Women
• Republican Women working together have a known        
   presence and influence in the local, state and national  
   community

Importance of TFRW Affiliation
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– Members Out and About –

Roxanna Deane, TPML Director receives CLRW check from 
Past President Marsha Cooper

Past CLRW Presidents 
Janet Blum and Karen Baker

at Republican 
Candidates Forum

President Carolyn Besselman and 
Melinda Rapp, Military Liaison,
at Republican Candidates Forum

Becky Garrett, Campaign 
Activities Chairwoman 

at Republican Candidates 
Forum

Maria Seiler, Assistant 1st VP, 
putting out candidate signs

Associate member Cathy Talcott speaks at fireside chat
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Thank you for inviting me to 
pen this letter to you; Barbi 

and I appreciate your support. As 
we move closer to the 2020 No-
vember Election and the 86th Texas 
Legislative Session in January 2021, 
it is imperative that we continue 
to work together to support true 
conservative Republican candi-
dates. Not just in Comal County, 
but across our great state. 

Although, I am unopposed in 
the 2020 Republican primary, my 
staff and I are helping campaign for 
conservative candidates all across 
Texas so that we can win back some 
of the 12 seats that we lost in 2018. 
This will help my GOP colleagues 
and I in the Texas House in 2021 
to pass legislation that supports 
priorities in the Republican Party 
of Texas platform, such as: prop-
erty tax relief, banning taxpayer 
funded lobbying, as well as protect-

Official's Corner by Kyle Biedermann, 
Texas State Representative

ing religious freedom, our 
2nd amendment rights, the 
unborn, securing our south-
ern border, and saving the 
Alamo Cenotaph and our 
historical monuments. 

I was once again inde-
pendently ranked as one 
of the top conservative 
legislators in Texas because 
I support the Republican 
Party Platform priorities 
and continuously vote to represent 
my constituents. My staff and I are 
already working on mapping out 
our goals for the next legislative 
session, and we will once again 
uphold our shared 
conser-
vative 
values. 

I look 
forward to 
continuing 

 

 

February 11, 2020 

 
Texas Historical Commission 

C/O Chairman John L. Nau III 

PO Box 12276 

Austin, TX 78711 

 
Chairman Nau, 

 
Thank you for your decision to delay the permit for the relocation of the Alamo Cenotaph. On 

behalf of millions of Texans, I appeal to you to reject the plan to move the historic Alamo 

Cenotaph from its current location on the Alamo battlefield where our brave defenders shed their 

blood. This past session, many legislators, along with their constituents, responded in dismay to 

the efforts to dismantle and move the Cenotaph from the battlefield, but their voices have been 

ignored. 

 
The mission of the Texas Historical Commission is “to protect and preserve the state’s historic 

and prehistoric resources for the use, education, enjoyment, and economic benefit of present and 

future generations”. The Cenotaph deserves to be protected and be preserved. It is more than a 

monument; it is the empty tomb serving as a funerary object for the Alamo defenders who were 

denied a proper burial and instead their bodies were burned in a funeral pyre. Recent discovery 

of human remains also demonstrates that Alamo plaza is a cemetary that should not be 

desecrated. 

 
The Alamo Master Plan lease states that the Cenotaph must be moved off the battlefield to a 

more “prominent” location so it can be repaired and restored. I, as well as many Texans, 

appreciate your questioning of this action. This massive sculpture by Coppini, The Spirit of 

Sacrifice, was deeded to San Antonio by the federal government with instructions to “preserve 

and protect” it on that location. This request should be honored. The Alamo Plan lease also states 

that the moving of the Cenotaph is necessary to “restore reverence” to the site and “recapture the 

original footprint.” The epitome of reverence would be to honor the brave Alamo defenders by 

keeping the Cenotaph where they shed their blood and died. Moving the Cenotaph would equate 

to moving the monuments at Gettysburg, or the empty tombs at Arlington National Cemetery 

and the USS Arizona. 

 

      

 
 
 

to work with you all in 2020. Let’s 
Keep Texas Red!
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Writer and philosopher 
George Santayana, once 

penned “Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned to re-
peat it.” It also should be noted that 
each time history does repeat itself, the 
price paid usually goes up. While this 
is genuinely an adage for the ages, we 
never cease to be amazed at how often 
it is played out in today’s culture. Are 
some just incapable of learning from 
experience, either from their own or 
that of others? It seems so. In politics, 
it has undoubtedly become axiomatic.

We don’t have to rewind history 
very far to highlight some races, which 
could be great case studies regarding 
how not to run a political campaign. 
Return with me now to those thrilling 
days of yesteryear; the year is 2012. 

I recall how quickly the 
Jones-Wentworth contest for the Dis-
trict 25 Texas state senate seat left the 
starting block, headed straight down-
hill. It went from political jousting to 
medieval bloodsport in a heartbeat. 
It even ended with a defamation suit. 
“Really,” you ask, “a defamation suit?” 
Yes, really. I remember thinking, “ar-
en’t they Republican candidates?” 

As you know, a political newcom-
er on the scene was the beneficiary 
of their not so civil war. Considering 
themselves the only ones qualified to 
ascend to the senatorial throne, they 
totally discounted the election chances 
of another candidate in the race. 

Dr. Donna Campbell managed her 
campaign with dignity and character, 
buttressed with original ideas on what 
was needed to help her fellow Texans. 
To Campbell’s benefit, many just tuned 
out the Hatfield – McCoy-style battle 
between Jones and the incumbent 
Wentworth. If, for no other reason, 
Campbell provided a much-needed 
emotional respite from toxic politics. 
At the time, most of us just wanted to 
listen to someone who projected men-
tal stability and critical thinking. We 

Campaigning for Dummies 101
were right to go with her. She has been 
a blessing to us since her election. The 
former incumbent bites the dust.

With Campbell’s election, I got my 
first glimpse of the character and ex-
pectations of her constituency, partic-
ularly my fellow Comal County voters. 
My interpretation was that they don’t 
like “smear” campaigns. They don’t like 
the politics of personal destruction. 
And they sure as hell don’t like “whis-
per campaigning” and the anonymous 
sniping it brings to the party. No pun 
intended. Comal County voters are 
issue-oriented and not impressed with 
personal attacks or innuendo. They be-
lieve in fair play and honest discourse.  
If you want to lose an election here, 
disregard those tenets of fair play and 
honesty. Then, you can rest assured 
that you won’t be burdened with the 
privilege of public service.

So, you would think that candi-
dates would have learned something 
about campaigning from Campbell. 
Sun Tzu put it best when he wrote in 
The Art of War, “Never interrupt your 
enemy when he is making a mistake.” 
This advice is not new. He wrote it in 
the 5th century BC. However, some of 
us appear to be slow learners.

Four years after the Campbell 
victory, the ‘Spirit of Campaigns Past’ 
visited us once again. The race was for 
the District 73 seat in the Texas House. 
That one was a real humdinger. I won’t 
subject you to the sordid details, but 
suffice it to say that it raised the bar 
for a scorched-earth policy in local 
politics. The outcome, however, was 
inevitable. Yep, the scorcher became 
the scorched. Is it not obvious yet that 
we will not tolerate venomous politics? 
Another incumbent bites the dust. 

So here we are. It’s 2020, care 
to guess who joins us again for the 
Republican Primary? Yep, a blast from 
the past. A command performance 
by our old friend, the Spirit of You-
Know-What. Only this time, we invite 

technology to the party too. In one of 
the great ironies of progressive label-
ing, “social” media gets in on the act. 
Oh, joy. Just what we need in the body 
politic – a venue for internet-delivered 
evisceration, with no accountability. 

Now, I love technology, but it 
should have stopped with the TV re-
mote control. With that, life was bliss-
ful. But the evolution of technology 
has exposed us to the slimy underbelly 
of anti-social media and “assassination 
by Internet.” It is where civil discourse 
and the respectful exchange of ideas 
go to die.

Again, I won’t dwell on the skull-
duggery we witnessed in one partic-
ular race for constable. It’s disturbing, 
and I am further jaded by having 
seen it. However, the campaign was 
appropriately rewarded. It resulted in 
the worst “Who’s your Daddy?” trip to 
the woodshed by voters I have seen in 
local politics. And, I believe it validat-
ed once AGAIN that if you wish to run 
anything but an honest, informative, 
and civil campaign here, it is at your 
peril.

I extend my appreciation and 
gratitude to the vast majority of our 
candidates who participated in good 
faith in the Republican Primary. I un-
derstand the commitment and sacri-
fice you and your family have made so 
you could honorably serve the citizens 
of this wonderful place we call “home.” 
God bless you all and your current and 
future service to our community. 

by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member, 
Guest Columnist & American Patriot



Republic or Democracy: What ARE We?

March 2020          Page 17

“…and to the republic, 
for which it stands…,” 

an important clause from our pledge 
of allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America. It’s right there in the 
Pledge: we are a republic.

Then, why is so much said about us 
being a democracy? We profess and 
defend our democratic way of life. We 
have fought wars to defend, instill and 
protect democracy around the world. 
We hear and read in the papers, mag-
azines, school texts and online that we 
are a democratic nation. We espouse 
democratic principles and ideas. So, 
what gives? Why don’t we defend, 
espouse, instill or protect republican 
ideas and principles?

Let’s try the dictionary for some 
help. Here’s what Merriam Webster has 
to say: "Republic – 

a government having a chief of 
state who is not a monarch and 
who in modern times is usually a 
president;

a government in which supreme 
power resides in a body of 
citizens entitled to vote and is 
exercised by elected officers and 

representatives responsible to them and 
governing according to law; and

a political unit (such as a nation) 
having such a form of govern-
ment."

Okay. That sounds like us. Then 
why so much prattle about us being a 
democracy? Back to the dictionary:
"Democracy -

government by the people, espe-
cially rule of the majority;

a government in which the 
supreme power is vested in the 
people and exercised by them 
directly or indirectly through a 
system of representation usually 
involving periodically held free 
elections;

a political unit that 
has a democratic 
government;

the common people 
especially when constituting the 
source of political authority;and

the absence of hereditary or 
arbitrary class distinctions or 
privileges."

Well, that sounds pretty much like 
us, too. There are some key differenc-
es, though. They reside in republic in 
items 1 and 2, and in democracy in 
items 1 and 2.

The key difference between a de-
mocracy and a republic lies in the lim-
its placed on government by the law, 
which has implications for minority 
rights. Both forms of government tend 
to use a representational system – i.e., 
citizens vote to elect politicians to 
represent their interests and form the 
government. 

In a republic, a constitution or 
charter of rights protects certain in-
alienable rights that cannot be taken 
away by the government, even if it has 
been elected by a majority of voters. 

In a "pure democracy," the majority 
is not restrained in this way and can 
impose its will on the minority.

Most modern nations – including 
the United States – are democratic 
republics with a constitution, which 
can be amended by a popularly elected 
government. It is a laborious process.

by Cal Elliott, 
CLRW Associate Member, 

Retired communication consultant 
and corporate publications writer, 

editor and manager

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

*Merriam-Webster.com Dictio-
nary, Merriam-Webster, https://www.
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/

https://www.diffen.com/differ-
ence/Democracy vs Republic Per-
spectives on the Constitution: A 

Democracy Republic Philosophy 
In a democracy, the community 

of people are considered to hold 
power over how they are governed. 
Kings and tyrants are seen as threats 
to the innate rights of the people. As 
such, all eligible citizens get equal 
say in decisions. 

Republics are in opposition to 
rulership by a single person. All 
eligible citizens get equal say in 
decisions through elected repre-
sentatives. Unalienable rights of 
individuals are protected by law to 
safeguard against a majority abusing 
the minority.

Definition Rule by majority
In a democracy, an individu-

al, and any group of individuals 
composing any minority, have no 
protection against the power of the 
majority. In variations, people may 
also elect representatives. 

A republic is similar to a repre-
sentative democracy except it has a 
written constitution of basic rights 
that protect the minority from being 
completely unrepresented or abused 
by the majority.

Republic, If You Can Keep It
https://constitutioncenter.org/

learn/educational-resources/histori-
cal-documents/perspectives-on-the-
constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-
keep-it

That’s it! If you want more (and there is MUCH more),  
   check the sources below:

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/%0D
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/%0D
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Democracy%20vs%20Republic%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Constitution:%20A%20Republic%2C%20If%20You%20Can%20Keep%20It%0D
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Democracy%20vs%20Republic%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Constitution:%20A%20Republic%2C%20If%20You%20Can%20Keep%20It%0D
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Democracy%20vs%20Republic%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Constitution:%20A%20Republic%2C%20If%20You%20Can%20Keep%20It%0D
https://www.diffen.com/difference/Democracy%20vs%20Republic%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Constitution:%20A%20Republic%2C%20If%20You%20Can%20Keep%20It%0D
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it%0D
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it%0D
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it%0D
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it%0D
https://constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it%0D
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This is a critical time for Re-
publicans to be front and cen-
ter in our community.  Comal 
County is VERY RED but there 
are plenty of persons working to 
change that!

To prepare for greater activity 
at the Office going into the busy 
election season, an afternoon shift 

Can YOU help us?
from 2 to 6 PM, Monday - Friday 
was added and any Saturday from 
10 AM to 2 PM. 

 Trump supplies are in for the 
2020 election – so come shop-
ping!!!

Please go to our website at: 
ComalCountyGOP.org and click 

on the Donate/Volunteer tab and 
find the section to volunteer. It's 
easy. Thanks for your help! 

CLOSED 
until further notice!

Don Johnson
Comal County Republican Party
Precinct Chair 403  •  830.660.1973

New Board members were 
recently installed in the Re-

publican Club of Comal County. The 
group's mission is to promote Faith, 
Family, and Freedom by providing 
information and education about 
critical political issues, by encour-
aging active participation in the 
political process, by supporting 
conservative Republican nominees, 
and by fostering loyalty to the Re-
publican Party and its conservative 
principles.

The group meets at 6:30pm, 
each 4th Tuesday of the month, at 
Christ Our King Anglican Church, 
115 Kings Way, New Braunfels. The 
meetings provide information on 
candidates and have notable speak-
ers on timely topics.

by Sue Piner, CCRP Chair

Sue B. Walker - Secretary, Mary Wohl -Trea-
surer, Kerry Ledford - Vice President, 

and John Hobson - President

What does a county party chair do?  The answer is… a lot! Having been 
a volunteer at headquarters every Monday for three years I thought I 

had a pretty good idea. After all, I was a precinct chair, an election judge and was 
considering running to be a member of the SREC. But as in many positions, you 
don't really know all the details until you take the job!

So, below is an overview of my responsibilities and areas that I manage. 
Believe me, there is something new every day. 
Headquarters: location of our CCRP ground operations
Data:
 • Oversee maintenance of Comal County database
 • Primary contact for:
  • Comal County Elections Office
  • Texas Secretary of State and 
  • Republican Party of Texas
Outreach:
 • Community Involvement- Wassailfest, 
   Wurstfest, GOTV rallies
 • Voter registration events
 • Update voters’ information
Headquarters operations:
 • Oversee staffing by volunteer ‘army’
 • Ensure volunteers are properly trained
Finances/fundraising:
 • Prepare annual budget 
 • Manage headquarters operating expenses – such as rent, utilities, convention  
    expenses, printing and office supplies
 • Fundraising income – events to benefit CCRP such as Trey Gowdy event on Sep- 
          tember 10, Constitution Club, donations for merchandise displayed at headquarters
Elections:
 • Coordinates with elections office to place judges and clerks at all voting locations
 • Directly oversees/manages primary elections
 • Reporting as required by:
  • Texas Secretary of State Office
  • Texas Ethics Commission
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"Two or more sides disagree on 
who runs the country.  And 

they can't settle the question through 
elections because they don't even agree 
that elections are how you decide who's 
in charge. That's the basic issue here. 
Who decides who runs the country? 
When you hate each other but accept 
the election results, you have a coun-
try.  When you stop accepting election 
results, you have a countdown to a civil 
war.   

The Mueller investigation was    
about removing President Trump from 
office and overturning the results of an 
election. We all know that. But it's not 
the first time they've done this. The first 
time a Republican president was elected 
this century, they said he didn't really 
win. The Supreme Court gave him the 
election. There's a pattern here.   

What do sure odds of the Dem-
ocrats rejecting the next Republican 
president really mean? It means they 
don't accept the results of any election 
that they don't win. It means they don't 
believe that transfers of power in this 
country are determined by elections. 
That's a civil war.   

There's no shooting. At least not 
unless you count the attempt to kill a 
bunch of Republicans at a charity base-
ball game practice. But the Democrats 
have rejected our system of government.     

This isn't dissent. It's not disagree-
ment. You can hate the other party. You 
can think they're the worst thing that 
ever happened to the country. But then 
you work harder to win the next elec-
tion. When you consistently reject the 
results of elections that you don't win, 
what you want is a dictatorship. Your 
very own dictatorship.   

The only legitimate exercise of 
power in this country, according to 
Democrats, is its own. Whenever 
Republicans exercise power, it's inher-
ently illegitimate. The Democrats lost 
Congress. They lost the White House. So 
what did they do?  They began trying to 
run the country through Federal judges 
and bureaucrats. Every time that a 

Federal judge issues an order saying that 
the President of the United States can't 
scratch his own back without his say so, 
that's the civil war.   

Our system of government is based 
on the constitution, but that's not the 
system that runs this country. The 
Democrat's system is that any part of 
government that it runs gets total and 
unlimited power over the country.   

If the Democrats are in the White 
House, then the president can do any-
thing. And I mean anything. He can 
have his own amnesty for illegal aliens.  
He can fine you for not having health 
insurance. He can use the IRS as his 
own police force and imprison citizens 
who speak against him. He can provide 
guns and money (Fast and Furious, 
Iran nuclear deal) to other countries 
to support his own agenda, and watch 
while one of America's Ambassadors is 
dragged through the streets and mur-
dered [while] doing nothing to aid our 
citizens. His power is unlimited. He's a 
dictator. But when Republicans get into 
the White House, suddenly the Pres-
ident can't do anything. He isn't even 
allowed to undo the illegal alien amnesty 
that his predecessor illegally invented. 
A Democrat in the White House has 
'discretion' to completely decide every 
aspect of immigration policy. A Repub-
lican doesn't even have the 'discretion' 
to reverse him. That's how the game is 
played. That's how our country is run. 
Sad but true, although the left hasn't yet 
won that particular fight.   

When a Democrat is in the White 
House, states aren't even allowed to 
enforce immigration law. But when a 
Republican is in the White House, states 
can create their own immigration laws.  
Under Obama, a state wasn't allowed to 
go to the bathroom without asking per-
mission. But under Trump, Jerry Brown 
can go around saying that California is 
an independent republic and sign trea-
ties with other countries. The Consti-
tution has something to say about that. 
Whether it's Federal or State, Executive, 
Legislative or Judiciary, the left moves 
power around to run the country.  If it 

controls an institution, then that insti-
tution is suddenly the supreme power 
in the land. This is what I call a "moving 
dictatorship."   

Donald Trump has caused the 
Shadow Government to come out of 
hiding: Professional government is a 
guild – like medieval guilds. You can't 
serve if you're not a member. If you 
haven't been indoctrinated into its 
arcane rituals, you aren't in the club, and 
Trump isn't in the club. He brought in a 
bunch of people who aren't in the club 
with him.   

Now we're seeing what the pros do 
when amateurs try to walk in on them.  
They spy on them, they investigate them, 
and they send them to jail. They use 
the tools of power to bring them down.  
That's not a free country.   

It's not a free country when FBI 
agents who support Hillary take out an 
'insurance policy' against Trump win-
ning the election. It's not a free country 
when Obama officials engage in massive 
unmasking of the opposition. It's not a 
free country when the media responds 
to the other guy winning by trying to 
ban the conservative media that sup-
ported him from social media. It's not 
a free country when all of the above 
collude together to overturn an election 
because the guy who wasn't supposed to 
win did.   

Have no doubt, we're in a civil war 
between conservative volunteer govern-
ment and a leftist socialist Democrat 
professional government.   

Well now Pilgrims and Patriots, 
having read the above, I suggest two 
things:  forward this very timely, very 
important analysis to those whom you 
believe think like you do (and those that 
don't) and make sure you vote on every 
Election day!"

Dr. Jack Devere Minzey, born 6 
October 1928, died 8 April 2018, was the 
Department Head of Education at Eastern 
Michigan University as well as a prolific 
author of numerous books, most of which 
were on the topic of Education and the 
Government role therein. This was the last 
of his works.

Civil War:  How do civil wars happen?    by Dr. Jack 
Devere Minzey
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What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening
Mar 18 – CLRW Membership Meeting - St. Fran-
cis by the Lake Episcopal Church - 9:30am - Nick 
Adams  CANCELED DUE TO COVID 19
Mar 21 – Comal County Rep. Conv. - Christ Pres-
byterian Church, NB - 9:30am - 3pm CANCELED
Mar 24 – RCCC Meeting - Christ Our King Angli-
can Church - 6:30pm  - CANCELED
Mar 25 – CHAT – Mystic Shores Com munity 
Cntr. – 3pm  CANCELED 
Apr 6 –  CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm
Apr 15 – CLRW Membership Luncheon - St. 
Francis by the Lake Episcopal Church  - 11am - 
Glynis Chester, TFRW President
Apr 28 – RCCC Meeting - Christ Our King Angli-
can Church - 6:30pm  - 
May 2 – School Bond Election
May 11 – CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm
May 20 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML  - 
9:30am - Alma Perez Jackson
May 26 –  RCCC Meeting - Christ Our King Angli-
can Church - 6:30pm  - 
May 26 – Primary RUNOFF Election
May 28 – CLRW New Member Orientation -  
10am - TPML
Jun 8 – CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm
Jun 17 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Mys-
tic Shores Community Center  - 9:30am - Sylvia 
Gartner 
July 6 – CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm
July 15 – CLRW Membership Meeting- Mystic 
Shores Community Center  - 9:30am - 
July 13-18 – Rep. State Convention - Houston
Aug 10 – CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm
Aug 19 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML  - 
9:30am - 
Aug 24-27 – Rep. National Convention -Charlotte
Aug 31 – CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 1pm 
Sept 10 – CCRP Fundraiser - NB Convention 
Center - 6pm  - Trey Gowdy
Sept 11 – FREEDOM WALK - Canyon Lake Dam 
- 9am
Sept 16 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML  
- 9:30am - 
Sept 19 – CLRW FISH FRY FUNdraiser - CRRC  
- 6pm
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