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Christmas Luncheon, I will step down 
with mixed emotions. But Canyon 
Lake Republican Women will continue 
to do great things. 

The Nominating Committee for 
this year was chaired by Jeanne Slupik, 
with assistance from members Patti 
Johnson, Becky Garrett, Diane Kunz, 
and Carol Little. The group prepared 
the 2020 slate of officers that will be 
voted upon at the November meeting 
and install into office in December. 
The slate includes: President – Car-
olyn Besselman, 1st VP - Programs  
– Karen Hobson, Asst 1st VP - Events 
– Maria Seiler, 2nd VP - Membership 
– Carol Little, 3rd VP - Fundraising – 
Jeanne Slupik, Corresponding Secre-
tary – Diane Kunz, Recording Secre-
tary – Julie Vick, and PAC Treasurer 
– Chrystina Power.

Please give the new slate of officers 
and chairwomen your support!

November is here; we’ve had 
our first freeze of the season, 

and my time as your CLRW President 
is drawing to a close. Though I know 
the club will be as strong as ever, and 
in very capable hands, I can’t help but 
reflect on my year and a half in the 
"President’s chair.” 

We’ve had two moving Freedom 
Walks, two very succe$$ful Fish Fry 
FUNdraisers, great floats in the July 
Fourth and Christmas parades, and 
many inspiring speakers at our busy 
meetings. We donated thousands to 
Republican candidates during the elec-
tion cycle. We held a beautiful tribute 
to Lamar Smith. And, we kept Texas 
Border Volunteers on our program, 
refusing to be deterred by radicals who 
had threatened to disrupt a sister club’s 
meeting when they announced the 
same speaker. 

This fall I had the privilege of 
representing CLRW at both the NFRW 
and TFRW conventions, and you 
made me proud with all the awards 
we won. Our attendance is strong, and 
membership is increasing. Of course, 
I have to acknowledge that I owe so 
much to my Board, as well as several 
past presidents who have provided a 
wealth of information. And that spirit 
of cooperation and support is the 
glue that holds this club together and 
makes us stronger. CLRW is truly a 
special organization. 

So when the next CLRW Presi-
dent and her Board are sworn in at the 

Named "BEST NEWSLETTER" for a Jumbo Club by the Texas Federation of Republican Women!

http://www.canyonlakerw.com


by Carolyn Besselman, 
Legislative Chairman

Update – November 2019
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Legislative Report

Let’s begin with what is or is 
not going on in Washington 

D.C. these days.
HR 6 – American Dream & 

Promise Act of 2019. This bill is to 
provide illegals with a path toward 
citizenship. It passed in the House 
in June and now goes to the Senate  
with a 74% chance of being enacted.  
The vote was 237/187.

House Joint Resolution 7 – This 
would eliminate the Electoral Col-
lege. It has been stalled since April. 
See accompanying article on page 19 
in this issue of The WAVE.

HJ Resolution 20 – This is a 
proposed amendment to the consti-
tution of the U.S. to limit the number 
of terms that a member of Congress 
may serve. 47 Republicans and two 
Democrats co-sponsored this bill. It 
has not moved since January, 2019. 
Committee Chairs determine wheth-
er a Resolution will move past the 
committee stage. This committee has 
a Democratic Chairman.

AND…instead of trying to run 
this country and deal with issues that 
affect our country, the ONLY thing 
on Democrat's minds these days is 
impeaching the President!  

Now to Texas!
House Speaker Dennis Bonnen 

announced he will not seek re-elec-
tion as the State Representative of 
District 25, and he will resign as 
Texas Speaker of the House. This 
transpired after he was secretly 
recorded during a meeting with 
conservative Michael Quinn Sullivan. 
In the recording, Bonnen mentioned 
a list of Republicans that he wanted 
to “get rid of ” and made disparag-
ing comments regarding a couple of 
Democrats.

Governor Greg Abbott an-
nounced that camping on the streets 
of Austin would end on November 

4th. TxDot will begin clean-up and 
the homeless will be offered food and 
shelter elsewhere.  

The Final Word: “Our biggest 
enemy is complacency!”

On November 5, Texas 
voters decided on 10 pro-

posed Constitutional amendments 
to the state. Nine were approved 
including a proposal making it 
harder for future lawmakers to 
enact a personal income tax and 
a proposal concerning bonds for 
cancer research. 

Voters rejected Proposition 1 
that would have allowed selected 
municipal court judges to serve 
multiple municipalities at the same 
time. 

The propositions that passed 
include: Proposition 2 that allows 
the Texas Water Development 
Board to issue bonds to fund water 
and wastewater infrastructure proj-
ects in areas where median house-
hold income is at or below 75% of 
the statewide median income level.

Proposition 3 allows the Legis-
lature to create temporary property 
tax exemptions for people with 
property damage in governor-de-
clared disaster areas, pass laws 
determining the eligibility require-
ments for exemptions, as well as 
the duration and amount of any 
write-offs.

Proposition 4 will make it 
more challenging for future law-
makers to enact a personal income 
tax, requiring support from two-
thirds, instead of a simple majority, 
of the House and Senate and a 
majority of Texas voters. 

Proposition 5 will earmark all 
revenue from the sporting goods 

sales tax toward the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department and the 
Texas Historical Commission, as 
intended when the tax was creat-
ed in 1993. 

Proposition 6 allows the Leg-
islature to double the maximum 
amount of bonds to $6 billion 
that it can issue on behalf of the 
Cancer Prevention and Research 
Institute of Texas.

Proposition 7 allows the 
General Land Office, the State 
Board of Education, and other 
entities to double the amount 
of revenue they can give to the 
Available School Fund each year 
that provides classroom materials 
and funding for Texas schools.

Proposition 8 creates a flood 
infrastructure fund that the Texas 
Water Development Board can 
use to finance drainage, flood 
mitigation and flood control proj-
ects after a disaster.

Proposition 9 allows the Leg-
islature to create a property tax 
exemption for precious metals in 
state depositories, like the Texas 
Bullion Depository, scheduled to 
open next year in Leander.

Proposition 10 allows for for-
mer handlers or qualified caretak-
ers to adopt retired law enforce-
ment animals without a fee.



September & October  Meeting Recaps
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Texas District 73 State Repre-
sentative Kyle Biedermann was 

the guest speaker at CLRW's Sep-
tember 18th meeting. The District he 
serves encompasses Comal, Gillespie 
and Kendall Counties.

Rep. Biedermann explained the 
Constitutional Amendments that 
would be voted upon by Texas vot-
ers on November 5. He outlined his 
reasons for supporting or rejecting the 
propositions. 

Biedermann was elected in 2016 
and serves on the County Affairs 
Committee and Land & Resource 
Management Committee. He is a 
member of the Texas Freedom Caucus 
which stated purpose is to ensure the 
voices of the citizens are heard in the 
halls of the Texas Legislature. 

Consistently one of the most 
conservative members while serving 
in the Legislature, Rep. Biedermann 
was ranked a Top Conservative in the 
Texas House of Representatives by 
Rice University for the second straight 
session. Based on his votes, he was 
ranked 12th out of 150 members for 
the 86th Legislative Session. 

Biedermann graduated from the 
University of South Florida with a 
Bachelors of Science in Business Ad-
ministration. 

Representative Biedermann and 
his wife, Barbi, live in Fredericksburg 
and attend Oakhills Church. They have 
seven daughters and eight grandchildren. 

Canyon Lake Republican 
Women welcomed Jim 

Gibson with the Texas Border 
Volunteers as guest speaker at 
our October 16th meeting that 
had over 60 participants.

Mr. Gibson spoke about the 
mission of the Texas Border Volun-
teers that assist law enforcement offi-
cials to secure Texas' southern border, 
uphold the rule of law and educate the 
general public with regard to immigra-
tion issues. He gave a powerful pre-
sentation with a lot of visuals to bring 
home his points. 

These trained volunteers regularly 
conduct watches in South Texas with 
teams deployed to private property in 
order to report trespassers to the Bor-
der Patrol. Members volunteer their 
time and furnish their own equipment.

The Texas Border Volunteers are 
focused on Brooks County in South 
Texas and stationed at the ranch of 
Michael and Linda Vickers. While 
not on the border, HWY 281, a major 
thoroughfare for illegal immigration, 
runs through Brooks County.

Jim was very clear that the Texas 
Border Volunteers do not physically 
engage with the illegal aliens. Instead, 
their role is to monitor and report 
activity to the Border Patrol (like a 
Neighborhood Watch organization). 
Volunteers provide their own equip-
ment, pay their own way, and use 
vacation time to serve. They do not 
come within 30 feet of trespassers as 
they don't know if they are criminals 
or if they might have a contagious ill-
ness. Generally, the volunteers remain 
undetected. 

Many illegals arrive in Brooks 
County in poor health. Those who are 
apprehended and require hospitaliza-
tion must be accompanied by a Border 

by Carol Little, 
2nd VP - Membership

Patrol agent and an agent must remain 
with them during their entire hospi-
talization. This is a major drain on the 
Border Control resources and obvious-
ly takes them away from their primary 
mission of detecting and preventing 
illegal entry into our country.

The population of Brooks County 
is approximately 7,200. In an average 
year, the remains of 40 illegal aliens 
are found in the county. The county 
has the responsibility to provide body 
bags, perform autopsies, and bury the 
bodies at a cost of over $2,000 each. 
This is a huge financial burden on the 
sparsely populated county. Significant 
costs are incurred by local residents as 
fences, gates and vehicles are destroyed 
and cabins and other buildings are 
ransacked and vandalized. Livestock 
and wildlife are killed resulting in the 
decimation of the hunting industry.

Since 2012, 70% of Border Patrol 
apprehensions were "other than Mex-
icans" with caravans from Honduras, 
San Salvador, and Guatemala. The 
penetration of our borders is not lim-
ited to those from Central America. 
China, Sri Lanka, and various Middle 
Eastern countries (Egypt, Yemen, So-
malia, Afghanistan to name a few) are 
also represented. An Urdu (Pakistani 
language) translation of an asylum 
application guide has been found...as 
has some Iranian currency. 

More information regarding the 
this group can be found at texasbor-
dervolunteers.org and on Facebook.  

http:/www.texasbordervolunteers.org
http:/www.texasbordervolunteers.org


CLRW Moving and Shaking

There were ghosts, goblins, and even witches at the 
annual Halloween Party in downtown Sattler. Head 

witches Belinda Frisk, Maria Seiler and Carolyn Bessel-
man donned their very best chapeaus to hand out candy to 
eager treat-or-treaters. They ended the evening with empty 
bowls!

As part of CLRW's Literacy program, a luncheon 
was hosted by Betty Thomas and Linda William-

son. Melinda Rapp, Barbara Knight, Becky Garrett, Julie 
Vick, Beryl Josephson, Judy Paddok, Ruth Finch, Bonnie 
Wright, Maria Seiler, Janet Blum, Diana Taylor, Brenda Pot-
ter and Donna Holmes put "Donated by CLRW" labels into 
800 dictionaries destined for Rebecca Creek, Startzville and 
Mountain Valley Elementary Schools. 

Lessons on the dictionary's use were presented to third 
grade students by Ruth Finch, Leslie Espinosa, Julie Vick, 
Brenda Potter, Belinda Frisk, Cal Elliott, Beryl Joseph-
son, Becky Garrett, Virginia Donnally, Donna Eccleston 
and Melinda Rapp. Over 350 laminated bookmarks, with 
quotes from U.S. presidents, were prepared and distributed 
to Tye Preston Memorial Library and area middle schools.

Toni Anne Dashiell, Republican National Com-
mitteewoman for Texas, will be CLRW's guest 

speaker in November. Dashiell has been active in 
politics, grassroots advocacy, and leadership training 
for more than 40 years. Chairwoman Ronna McDan-
iel appointed Toni Anne as Chairman for the RNC 
Committee on Arrangements for the 2020 National 
Convention. Previously, Toni Anne proudly served in 
2016 as a Vice Chair of the Texas for Trump Coalition.

And the parade needs you!
Calling all Santa help-

ers for the Christmas 
parade! We need decorators to 
help deck out the float the morning of the parade – Satur-
day, December 14th – on the road in front of the middle 
school. The parade begins at 11 am, so be prepared to 
decorate at 8:30 am.

The float will be Christmas themed showcasing the 
charities that CLRW contributes to – Fisher House, school 
involvement – dictionaries, book program and scholar-
ships. 

The float will be decorated with a Christmas tree, pres-
ents, and my girls, Camille and Lauren, dressed as elves. 

We need a sign for the Fisher House, and I’d love to have 
a disabled veteran ride on the float. We will again use Bar-
bara Knight's trailer, but we are in need of someone with a 
truck to pull it! Please call me if you can help!

Any additional suggestions are welcome, so please let 
me know how you can help. Call me at 830.481.3002 or 
email me at jcavazos2@outlook.com. 

by Julie Cavazos,
Asst. 1st VP – Special Events

CLRW Christmas Luncheon
It's time to make your reservation to CLRW's Christ-

mas Luncheon on Wednesday, December 18th at Tye 
Preston Memorial Library. Cost of the luncheon is $25 for 
a delicious lunch catered by Pavlock's. The menu includes 
Grilled Chicken with lemon basil cream sauce, Sauteed 
Green Beans with onions, Rice Pilaf with fresh herbs, 
House Salad and Bread Pudding.

Special guest, Steve Munisteri, Senior Advisor to John 
Cornyn, will conduct the installation of 2020 officers.

For reservations, call Carolyn Besselman at 
713.818.7802 by December 13th or purchase online at can-
yonlakerw.com. NO tickets at the door!  

Fisher House
Melinda Rapp, Military Liaison, will graciously ac-

cept monetary contributions for the semi-annual 
drive for Fisher House at CLRW's November meeting.

She and other club members will purchase needed 
items for disabled veterans and their families who are 
receiving rehabilitation services at SAMMC (San Antonio 
Military Medical Center).

So please bring your check or cash to help those who 
have served so we can enjoy freedom.

November Meeting

In Memoriam
Canyon Lake Republican Women recently lost an-

other one of our members. It is with great sadness 
that we say goodbye to Neta Brewer. Our condolences 
and prayers go out to her family and friends.
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Freedom Walk
by Nicole Bardwell, 

Freedom Walk ChairThe 14th annual Free-
dom Walk is in the 

books! There was a great turn-
out! Pastor Jerry Hoyt from 
Cowboys for Jesus started off 
the ceremony with a touching 
invocation. Commissioner Jen 
Crownover emceed the event 
and Peaches Kelly provided 
the vocals for the beginning 
ceremony. As always, Col. 
Richard Ellas was wished a 
very happy birthday followed 
by recognition of Veterans, 
Military and First Responder 
attendees.

Sheriff Mark Reynolds 
stepped up to the plate and de-
livered a few reflections from 
September 11, 2001. Then he read a 
letter from Governor Greg Abbott. The 
walk was led by the Comal County 
Honor Guard and escorted on water 
by members of the Hill Country Yacht 
Club and the Lake Canyon Yacht Club. 
Leading the Honor Guard and walkers 
back across the dam was bagpiper Bill 
Jones.

Peaches Kelly finalized the event 
with God Bless America and Bailey 
Bush played Taps. It was a beautiful 
and very successful event. 
Thank you to everyone 
who brought water, cool-
ers, and donated time to 
help set-up and clean-up. 

Sheriff Mark Reynolds, Commissioner Jen Crownover & 
Freedom Walk Chair Nicole Bardwell

Comal County Honor Guard

Bagpiper Bill Jones

Bailey Bush
Judge Sherman Krause & 
Constable Ben Scroggin

Volunteer carrying 9.11 
flag with names of those 
who perished that day

Hill Country Yacht Club & 
Lake Canyon Yacht Club Flotilla
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On behalf of the CLRW 2019 
“Groovin' Through the 60s 

in Red,White, and Blue” FUNdraising 
Committee, I extend a HUGE thank 
you to our members and guests. We 
surpassed all expectations this year 
and we had FUN!!! We asked you to 
buy tables and you did; we asked for 
auction items and you gave; we asked 
for desserts and you baked; we asked 
for donations and you donated; we 
asked for sponsors and we received 
sponsorships; and we asked for skit 
participants and we got entertain-
ment!!! THANK YOU!

 The ticket sales alone almost 
overwhelmed us, but we are not com-
plaining!! It was quite the challenge to 
accommodate 42 tables for seating!! 
Acadiana Café once again wowed us 
with their yummy Cajun catfish plates. 
Dave Saylor, the owner, and his crew 
truly enjoy supporting our club. I 
especially appreciated Dave taking the 
time to chat with guests at their tables 
– you could not miss him in that chef ’s 
hat!

We have many people to thank, 
but at the top of the list must be Jerry 
Besselman. Jerry was our behind-the-
scenes coordinator with the CRRC 
Recreation Center, and it was because 
of all his efforts that set-up and tear-
down went smoothly with minimum 
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Groovin' through the '60s in RED/WHITE and BLUE!
angst. He often went to take 
pictures, located all the tables 
and chairs, and ensured everything 
we used was returned to the correct lo-
cation. Thank you, Jerry!!! Amazingly, 
set-up went quickly (and sweaty) with 
just a little bit of “stand around and 
wait time!”

The FUNdraiser netted over 
$16,000 this year – CLRW, please 
take a bow!!! Janet Blum, our Auction 
Team Leader, was more than pleased 
with their contribution to our profits – 
the Silent Auction, Live Auction, and 
Donations netted $10,890!!! Donna 
Lee did a tremendous job again as 
auctioneer for the Live Auction. Be on 
the lookout for items for next year as 
it is never too soon to start collecting 
again!

Karen Hobson, our Dessert Guru, 
has yet to stop talking about the amaz-
ing selection of desserts you all baked! 
Their table was very popular and 
you kept them hopping all night. We 
can definitely say CLRW loves their 
desserts!

On a personal note, I really want-
ed to include the Ballad of the Green 
Berets in the entertainment line-up. 
The hitch was we needed Green 
Berets! I reached out to Bill Smith, 
Commander of VFW Post 8541 in San 

Antonio, who is also a Green Beret. 
Members of our club sponsored their 
meals and the result was our oppor-
tunity to honor three Green Berets on 
stage and play their song from 1966! 
Thank you, CLRW!!!

by Jeanne Slupik, 3rd VP – Fundraising

Anne Newman, Senator Campbell & 
Sylvia Gartner

Jeanne Slupik and Green Berets



Camille and Lauren Cavazos 
helped collect Groovy Buck 

talent votes and served as Pom 
Pom girls for the Live Auction.
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The rehearsals were hysterical and the acts were even 
funnier on stage! The most amazing transformation had 
to be Kelly Follis (who knew she would have so much fun 
I think it was the wig)! Carolyn closed the evening singing 
(for real) a rousing rendition of Charlie Daniel’s This Ain’t 
No Rag – It's A Flag. She was AMAZING!!! Thank you to 
John Hobson, our music maestro, who did his level best to 
keep up with the changes and keep us on track!

Thank you to all who volunteered at the event – my 
last count was 41, not including Janet’s platoon of auction 
volunteers. It really takes many to put this all together, and 
we always have a place for one more volunteer!  

Your FUNdraiser Committee is already making plans 
for next year and our theme will be “Roaring Into The 
‘20s” with costumes and entertainment circa 1920s. I am 
told Amazon has an excellent selection of outfits! We will 
also celebrate 100 years since women got the right to vote 
– 2020 will be a great year! Be sure to join us! Thanks again 
for all your support!

Jeanne Slupik, 3rd VP Fundraising
Carolyn Besselman, Co-chair
Janet Blum, Auctions
Karen Hobson, Desserts
Becky Swindal, member and all around assistant

We could not have had entertainment without 
Carolyn Besselman, our FUNdraiser co-chair! 

I gave her ideas and songs, cajoled volunteers, and she did 
the rest! 

Groovin' through the '60s in RED/WHITE and BLUE!

We send mega kudos to Barbara Knight, Anita Valdez 
and Bobbie Koepp for their rendition of 

Dancing in the Streets,

Dave Judson, Kelly Follis, Steve Munisteri and 
Bryan Benway for Surfin' USA,

Mary Lou Erben and Susan Walker for Sisters,

and to 
Sheriff Mark 

Reynolds 
and Don 

Johnson for 
our advertis-
ing segment 

She’s Not 
There!

Janet Blum, Jeanne Slupik, Carolyn Besselman, 
Becky Swindal & Karen Hobson



Groovin' through the '60s in RED/WHITE and BLUE!

The Three Twins, Barbara Knight, Anita Valdez and 
Bobbie Koepp, wowed the audience again this year and 

again took away the top honors for talent!

This '60s crasher was seen EVERYWHERE!
Who is this guy?

Ever heard of a 'Wedding Crasher?' 
He was seen watching MC Sonny Bono, 

aka Barbara Knight, and Cher, aka Jeanne Slupik!

And, he hung 
out with Jerry 

Besselman!

He even caroused 
with talent Mary 
Lou Erben and 
Anita Valdez!

And, we caught him 
stalking 

Paula Rieker!

WHO is this guy? 
We want to give him the 
name of a good barber!
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The biennial convention of 
the National Federation 

of Republican Women was held in 
Indianapolis from September 27 
through 29. As CLRW president, 
I knew I would attend as your 
Delegate. I was fortunate that our 
1st Vice President, Karen Hobson, 
also agreed to make the trip, and 
she was named a Delegate-at-Large. 
That meant we were both able to 
vote. And this year NFRW was pro-
posing a dues increase for the first 
time in 10 years so every vote was 
important. Our TFRW President, 
Karen Newton, had ensured that 
all delegates were well informed on 
the importance of the issue. The 
vote was held, and the increase 
passed. 

The convention agenda was 
packed with memorable speak-
ers, workshops, great luncheons, 
dinners, presentation of the slate 
of officers for 2020 – 2022 and, of 
course, the big awards ceremony. 
During that evening I was able 
to claim a Diamond Award for 
CLRW. It is the highest level of 
achievement presented to clubs that 
demonstrate excellence in member-
ship development, campaign activ-
ities, programs, community rela-
tions, leadership development and 
club functions. Only 27 Texas clubs 
were awarded this top achievement 
level – so Canyon Lake Republican 
Women have good reason to be 
proud.  

One important thing the 
convention agenda did not list was 
the camaraderie of like-minded 
women from all over the coun-
try. The casual, one-on-one and 
small group conversations, and the 

exchanging of state pins left lasting 
memories that served to make the 
convention more special. It was a 
truly unforgettable weekend. 

Karen Hobson remarked about 
her experience, "It was an honor to 
go to Indianapolis alongside Mar-
sha to represent CLRW. And it was 
my privilege to also be chosen as an 
At-Large delegate from Texas. We 
definitely had fun meeting active, 
involved Republican Women from 
many other states. It was interesting 
and helpful to share ideas on ways to 
Get-Out-the-Vote, fundraising, and 
increasing Club membership."

NFRW Biennial Convention

NFRW Convention in full swing

Arkansas Delegate, Karen Hobson and Marsha Cooper & Nevada Delegate

by Marsha Cooper, President

Exchanging pins at conventions is always a 
fun thing to do and a great way to 

meet fellow delegates. 
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October proved 
to be a 

tremendously busy 
month for me. So 
many things were go-
ing on with friends, 
family and CLRW. I 
did, however, man-
age to attend the 
Texas Federation of 
Republican Women 
32nd Biennial Confer-
ence in Galveston as a 
delegate, and I am truly glad I did.

Aside from the conference 
being quite informative, I was in 
awe of the myriad of talented and 
inspiring women of Texas. There 
were quite a few of us from CLRW 
that attended. We were privileged 
to hear some incredible speakers 
at this conference. Governor Greg 
Abbott, First Lady of Texas Cecilia 
Abbott, Railroad Commissioners 
Christi Craddick and Ryan Sitton, 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, 
Attorney General Ken Paxton, 
Congressman Chip Roy, Senator 
Ted Cruz and Senator John Cornyn 
were some of the highlighted 
speakers.

For-
mer U.S. 
Repre-
sentative 
Allen 
West and 
Chairman 
of the 
Republi-
can Party 
of Texas 
James 
Dickey, 
kicked off 
the conference with a “hearty” 
question-and-answer session on 
why each felt they were the best 
choice to lead the Texas Republican 
Party.

TFRW Biennial Convention
by Carolyn Besselman,  Legislative Chairman

Friday was a packed day with 
workshops, the Club Awards 
Luncheon, and the 10 Outstand-
ing Awards Banquet. Canyon Lake 
Republican Women was honored 

Karen Baker, Jeanne Slupik, Marsha Cooper, Betty Thomas, Belinda Frisk, Janel Blum, 
Carolyn Besselman, Karen Hobson & Maria Seiler 

Janet Blum, Belinda Frisk, 
Maria Seiler, Marsha Cooper, 

Commissioner Christi Craddick, 
Jeanne Slupik, Maria Broderick, 
Theresa Spears, Betty Thomas, 
Karen Baker & Patti Johnson

Carolyn Besselman, Becky Garrett, Karen Wilce & Karen Hobson

Belinda Frisk, Lt. Governor Dan Patrick 
& Patti Johnson

Betty Thomas & Maria Broderick
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Maria Seiler said, "This was my 
very first Republican Convention. It 
exceeded my expectations on so many 
levels. I felt proud to be a delegate for 
CLRW as attending helped me to get a 
better understanding of what it means 
to be a Republican – to value freedom 
and to have courage to stand for what 
Making American Great really means. 

It was so lovely to get to know the 
other delegates and to hear first-hand 
from our great Texas leaders. I really 
enjoyed meeting and getting to know 
Donna Campbell, Christi Craddick, 
Mrs. Abbott, and so many others. My 
heart was overflowing with emotion, 
and I know that I must do more to 
persuade others to swing over to our 
side – the side of Freedom, No Limits, 
and greatness for everyone willing to 
work hard and honor God and the 
American Flag. God Bless America, 
CLRW, and Donald Trump!"

Becky 
Garrett said, 
"My first state 
convention 
was 
educational to 
say the least. 
I had the best 
roommate 
and made 
many new 
friends."

to receive Best Newsletter for a 
Jumbo Club (our first ever), the 
John Tower Achievement Award 
and Campaign Activities Award.

Saturday began with a memorial 
breakfast for Republican Women 
of Texas who passed since the last 
convention. Our club had six mem-
bers that were honored: Peggy Bill-
ings, Sally Keele, Marilyn Burrow, 
Jan Moore, Cathie McFarren and 
Lucile Marburger. These wonderful 
women are greatly missed.

Afterwards, there was the instal-
lation of new TFRW officers and 
the President’s Dinner.

It was announced that our dis-
trict, SD 25, also has a new director. 
We welcomed Sylvia Gartner!

There are so many things I 
could write about what occurred 
at this conference, but what stands 
out the most, is how many wom-
en attended and how motivated 
they all appear to be to make sure 
Texas stays RED and that President 
Trump is re-elected.

Christi Craddick said it best: 

TFRW Biennial Convention

Senator Donna Campbell, Maria Seiler, Marsha Cooper, Cecilia Abbott, ???, Belinda Frisk, 
Maria Broderick, Patti Johnson & Jeanne Slupik

And our delegates related:

Karen Baker related, "I thought this 
was one of the best TFRW Conventions 
I have been to. The speakers were 
really great. I especially enjoyed Ken 
Starr and John Solomon. Even the 
usual politicians’ speeches (that always 
seem the same after all the year's 
conventions) were REALLY informative 
and energizing!"

Betty Thomas said, "It was great to 
be with so many passionate, energetic 
women. The convention was well 
organized and we had great speakers."

Karen 
Hobson 
commented, 
"Texas 
Republican 
Women 
know how 
to party and 
plan for the 
future at the 
same time, 

and the Galveston meeting proved that! 
Everyone recognizes that it will take a 
lot of hard work to prepare for the 2020 
elections, and it was inspiring to see the 
ladies in attendance getting informed 
and organized in order to help get 
President Trump re-elected and Keep 
Texas Red. 

CLRW was well 
represented there, and our 
Club won many well-deserved 
awards. I was glad to be part 
of the ‘CLRW team.'"

“The stakes are the 
highest they have ever 
been. Texas is the tipping 
point, but Republican 
Candidates win when Re-
publican Women work!”



Each two years the Federated 
clubs of the Republican Wom-

en of Texas hold their convention. In 
addition to hearing from statewide 
officials including the Governor, Lt. 
Governor, and United States Senators, 
part of the business of the convention 
is to recognize their hard work and 
dedication to the Republican philoso-
phy. 

At the National Federation of 
Republican Women’s Convention in 
Indianapolis, Federated clubs com-
peted for the NFRW Achievement 
Award,  similar to the John G. Tower 
Award, except on a national level. 
Emphasis is placed on membership 
growth, supporting already established 
foundations and, of course, working to 
elect Republicans to national and local 
office, with encouragement of having 
more women supported as candidates. 
There are four levels of achievement 
awarded: Bronze, Silver, Gold and Dia-
mond – and Canyon Lake Republican 
Women have always worked hard and 
been awarded, as it was this year, the 
Diamond Award. President Marsha 
Cooper was presented a specially 
designed pin to wear in honor of our 
winning the Award. 

The John Goodwin Tower Award, 
named for Senator John Tower, is a 
two-year program of projects that help 
guide clubs in their programs and 

activities. Among those are becoming 
active in campaigns, having programs 
on timely topics, taking part in com-
munity activities in the name of the 
Republican party, and reaching out to 
spread the philosophy of what Repub-
licans believe. The Award is based on 
the number of points a club garners in 
completing the goals and programs. Of 
a possible 1,120 points, with a mini-
mum of 475 required, Canyon Lake 
Republican Women earned 1,055. 
President Marsha Cooper accepted a 
pin observing our club’s Tower award. 

The Campaign Activities Award 
was awarded to Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women at the state TFRW Con-
vention this year for being a club of 
our size with the most hours recorded 
for Campaign Activities – we logged 
132,590 hours – and that was only 
based on 106 members, which is what 
we had when the tallies were due! Can 
you imagine how many hours we will 
have the next time, with 126 members 
all working 
to elect our 
Republican 
Candidates and 
keep our great 
President? And 
our Congratu-
lations to mem-
ber Sue Piner, 
for being the 

National Federation of Republican Women's & 
Texas Federation of Republican Women’s Biennial Conventions

by Patti Johnson,
Awards & Achievements  

Canyon Lake Republican Women Accept Awards 

member with the most tallied hours at 
4,575!

Best Newsletter in the State! 
When Barbara Knight took over The 
WAVE, it became not just a newsletter, 
but a novella that we actually looked 
forward to, actually read, and always 
learned from. It was so good we real-
ized it was worthy of being recognized, 
and hopefully rewarded at the state 
level. Barbara took on the task of find-
ing out exactly what was required to 
enter the “Best Newsletter” contest – 
and took it to heart – and we won! The 
Chairman of the TFRW Newsletter 
contest said that our editor had done 
an “excellent and outstanding” job! 
Congratulations Barbara, and thank 
you for helping Canyon Lake Republi-
can Women be recognized!

And now you know why all the 
delegates came back from Convention 

hyped up and ready to go 
out and work! We are a 
great club – a hard-work-
ing club dedicated to the 
conservative philosophy. 
Let’s keep this going, and 
hopefully many more of 
our members will join us 
at the next convention 
in 2021 in Round Rock, 
Texas!
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The CLRW board welcomed 
several new members at a 

New Member Orientation Brunch on 
October 30th. We discussed upcom-
ing activities and opportunities for 
involvement, brainstormed ideas 
for improving club visibility in our 
community, and learned about con-
servative educational opportunities. 
The importance of banding together 
to drive our conservative agenda was 
really highlighted. There was a lot of 
give-and-take, and it was a fun and 
lively event!

New members who attended 
included Brenda Potter, Melanie Pitt-
man, Merryl Redding, 
Paula Fletcher, Joanne 
Jovich, Marcia Adams, 
Sue Hudak, Julie Vick, 
Maria Broderick, 
Leslie Espinosa  and 
Marilyn Good.

Some ideas that 
came out of the morn-
ing included:
• Sponsoring another 

local voter registra-
tion drive in Janu-
ary (February 3 is 

CLRW Member Orientation
voter registration deadline to vote in 
March 3 primary)

• Take every opportunity to register 
new voters - even Bible study classes!

• Hold a High school essay contest
• Hold a Middle school poster contest
• Attend University of County Gov-

ernment (registration now open), 
and Heritage Foundation free online 
courses and podcasts to learn to bet-
ter articulate conservative principles

• Provide books by Nick Adams 
of Foundation for Liberty and Amer-
ican Greatness to middle schools

Brenda Potter, Melanie Pittman, Merryl Redding, Paula Fletcher, Joanne Jovich, Marcia Adams, Sue Hudak, 
Julie Vick, Maria Broderick, Leslie Espinosa & Marilyn Good

• Christ-
mas 
gift idea: Bill O’Reilly premium 
membership or Rush Limbaugh 
24/7 membership

• Help 8th graders understand the 
U.S. constitution 

• Educate kids about capitalism
• Host evening program at the 

library with topic of interest to 
community

Special thanks to the board 
members who provided the yum-
my refreshments. 

by Carol Little, 
2nd VP - Membership

This is a critical time for Re-
publicans to be front and center in 
our community.  Comal County is 
VERY RED but there are plenty of 
people working to change that!

We accidentally deleted half of 
the signups in December so please 
check to see if your name is still 
on our schedule on SignUpGe-
nius.

Can YOU help us?
To prepare for greater activity at 

the Office going into the Republi-
can Primary Election, an afternoon 
shift on Monday through Friday, 
from 2 to 6 PM, was added. 

ALSO, NOW YOU CAN 
VOLUNTEER ANY SATURDAY 
FROM 10 AM TO 2 PM.

 Trump supplies are in for the 
2020 election – so come shopping!!!

Please go to our website at: 
ComalCountyGOP.org and click on 
the Donate/Volunteer tab and find 
the section to volunteer. It's easy.

Thanks for your help!

Don Johnson
Comal County Republican Party
Precinct Chair 403  •  830.660.1973

http://www.co.comal.tx.us/ucg/
http://www.co.comal.tx.us/ucg/
https://www.heritage.org/
https://www.flagusa.org/shop/
https://www.flagusa.org/shop/
https://www.billoreilly.com/membership
https://www.billoreilly.com/membership
https://www.rushlimbaugh.com/join-rush-247/
https://www.rushlimbaugh.com/join-rush-247/
http://comalcountygop.org


– Members Out and About –

November 2019         Page 14

The Friends 
of the Tye 

Preston Memorial 
Library recently 
held a fundraising 
event “Tables du 
Jour.” This was a 
luncheon event 
preceded by an 
“Uncorked Happy 
Hour” the evening 
before. 

Many of our 
CLRW members 
are also members 
of the Friends of 
the Tye Preston 
Memorial Library 
and worked on the 
fundraising event. 
It was coordinated 

Seated – Leslie Espinosa, Marilyn Good & Nell Everett
Standing – Sandy Turman, Brenda Potter, Carol Little,

 Sue Hudak & Julie Vick

by CLRW member Katherine Long. 
Member Marsha White headed up 
the silent auction at the happy hour, 
Diane Kunz welcomed guests, and 
Sandi Koonce organized desserts for 
the luncheon. The happy hour was also 
attended by members Virgina Braker-
Smith, Sandy and George Steinke, and 
Carol and Charlie Little.

Several members attended the 
luncheon on Saturday, and one 
designed a table for CLRW. Also 
attending the luncheon event (not 
pictured) were members Donna 
Eccleston, Sandi Koonce, Katherine 
Long and Linda Miller. The event 
raised more than $3,000 for Friends of 
the Tye Preston Memorial Library, a 
501(c)3 organization.

It was a gorgeous day for the 
second annual Dam Fine Car 

Show benefiting the Dam Community 
Alliance. Weather was in the 80s – a 
nice break in our brutally hot autumn. 

There were antique and vintage 
cars, race cars, sports cars, jeeps – this 
show had 'em 
all. A small 
vendor area 
included 
clothing and 
handicrafts 
from local art-
ists. One of our 
Canyon Lake 
restaurants and 
local Boy Scout 
Troop hosted 

by Carol Little,
2nd VP – Membership

booths with refreshments. No 
one went hungry or thirsty!

Music was provided by 
the "Semitones," a two-
man band featuring CLRW 
Associate member Rob Carty 
(husband of Maggie Carty)
and his partner Guy Nunnal-
lee. Rob and Guy have played 
in bands together since Ron-

ald Reagan was President!
Guadalupe Resort ran three com-

plimentary shuttle buses from CRRC's 
parking lot up to the dam. No need to 
exert oneself – saving energy for walk-
ing the dam and enjoying the vehicles.

Associate members Charlie Little & Mike Crownover

Commissioner Jen Crownover

Dam Fine Car Show



and five non-paid Reserve Deputy 
Constables. Their duties include:
• Deliver Subpoenas, Citations, Writ  
 of Possession, Attachments, Se- 
 questrations, Habeas Corpus, 
 Executions, Garnishments and  
 Retrievals
• Act as Bailiff
• Execute judgments and warrants
• Assist the Justices of the Peace,  
 County and District courts
• Assist the Attorney General's Office  
 with child support summons
• Patrol functions
• Perform criminal investigations
• Assist other Law Enforcement  
 Agencies and Emergency Service  
 Departments
• Stop vehicles for traffic violations

I was born in Big Spring, Texas 
and am a proud 7th generation Texan. 
My mother is Norma Keeton, a mem-
ber of the Daughters of the Republic, 
and Daughter of the American Revo-
lution. My dad is Ron Rapp, a 26-year 
veteran of the United States Air Force. 
I graduated from Smithson Valley 
High School and attended the Law 
Enforcement Academy at San Anto-
nio College. My wife, Leslee, and I are 
active in the community and members 
of numerous civic groups. I like to 
help with many volunteer causes in the 
area.

I haves 21 years of law enforce-
ment and business management expe-
rience and am proud to have increased 
efficiency and 
improved 
transparen-
cy utilizing 
technology 
programs 
that have 
saved taxpay-
ers’ dollars.

I hold an Advanced Peace Officer 
Certifications, am a Certified Police 
Supervisor, and am certified in Civil 
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     Official's Corner  
On March 5, 1823, John Jack-

son Tumlinson Sr., the first 
magistrate of the Colorado district 
of the Old 300 of Stephen Austin's 
colony, wrote to Baron de Bastrop in 
San Antonio that he had appointed 
one officer to act in the capacity of 
Constable to summon witnesses and 
bring offenders to justice. Tumlinson’s 
actions established the Office of Con-
stables as the first officially recognized 
law enforcement officers in the Repub-
lic of Texas.

In Texas, Constables and Deputy 
Constables are fully empowered peace 
officers with jurisdiction county-wide 
and in adjacent counties. Constables 
serve as Bailiff ’s during all Justice 
Court proceedings to ensure the safety 
and security of the Justice of the Peace, 
prosecutors, and all citizens transact-
ing business before the court. 

The primary function of the 
Constable is to execute and return all 
processes, warrants, summonses and 
judgements as directed by law officials. 
Constables may seize and sell real and 
personal property upon lawful order 
of a court, returning the proceeds 
according to law. 

Constables may serve documents 
for State, County and Justice Courts 
of Texas, as well as processes issued 
by lawful courts of other states. The 
Commissioners Court establishes fees 
for civil process service which, upon 
collection, are deposited into the gen-
eral fund of the County.

Modern-day Constables serve as 
Texas Peace Officers and derive their 
authority and powers from the Texas 
Code of Criminal Procedure. Con-
stables may arrest, with or without a 
warrant, violators of The Texas Penal 
Code, Transportation Code, Health 
and Safety Code or persons who 
commit breaches of the peace in their 
presence.

The Precinct 4 Constable’s Office 
is comprised of two full-time officers 

What does a Constable do???
by Shane Rapp, 

Constable, Precinct 4

Shane helping with local Shrimpfest

Process, Court Security, Radar Opera-
tion, Evading Honesty Technique and 
have extensive Narcotics Interdiction 
Training.

Highlights of my service as Pre-
cinct 4 Constable include having the 
first office in the County to implement 
computer technology in patrol units. 
With funds seized from drug dealers, 
we were able to fully outfit a patrol 
car, and installed customized cabinets 
in our office. We were successful in 
obtaining grants for shotguns, long 
rifles and ammunition. In addition, we 
procured donations that allowed us to 
purchase bullet-proof vests without 
spending taxpayers' money.

And, I am very proud that Pre-
cinct 4 recorded 
more Class A and 
B arrests, Felony 
arrests, drug sei-
zures, stolen vehicle 
recovery, seizure of 
illicit money, and 
the largest Cocaine, 
Marijuana, and 
Methamphetamine 

arrests than any other Constable’s 
Office in Comal County.
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If you are interested in becoming 
a Delegate to the Texas State 

GOP Convention 2020 in Houston, 
the following information is for you.

Attend your precinct convention 
on Saturday, March 7, 2020 after the 
polls close, or contact your precinct 
chair and ask to be a delegate to the 
county convention.

How to become a Delegate

Precinct Last Name First Name Position Phone Email
203 Pharis Ruth County Chair 830-708-4296 rpharis@satx rr.com
101  Monge  Sharon  Precinct Chair  210-289-7396  Sharonhall2755@sbcglobal.net 
102  Sisk  Kaci  Precinct Chair  210-573-8274  kacip@gvtc.com 
103 Buske  Laura  Precinct Chair  830-358-6680  LauraannBuske@yahoo.com
104 Williamson Linda  Precinct Chair  830-609-8347  linda@doubleagentteam.com 
105  Koonce  Sandi  Precinct Chair  830-899-7255  slkoonce@gmail.com 
106 Byrd  Chris  Precinct Chair  830-249-3559  cbyrd@chrisbyrdlaw.com 
107 Valdez  Anita  Precinct chair  949-842-9191  anitacoupdeville@gmail.com
201 Penshorn  Michael  Precinct Chair  830-609-6027  mpenshorn@hotmail.com
202  Fey  Sharlene  Precinct Chair  830-609-0126  feyfam@att.net 
203  Smith  Bucky  Precinct Chair  830-625-9309  no email - phone her 
204  Zornow  Diane  Precinct Chair  210-259-1135  dmzcwz@gmail.com 
205  Dosee  Bob  Precinct Chair  210-219-3741  bobdosee@sbcglobal.net 
206  Hall  TEX  Precinct Chair  580-641-0839  texhall@earthlink.net
207  Le Canu  Susie  Precinct Chair  281-455-5421  susie.lecanu@gmail.com
208  Martin  Joanne  Precinct Chair  916-850-5614  jgmartin@me.com  
301  Chambers  Ruth  Precinct Chair  214-505-4348  rsc53@att.net 
302  Erben  Mary Lou  Precinct Chair  830-660-3685  maryerben@yahoo.com
303  vacant – Precinct chair needed
304  Perry  Sandy  Precinct Chair  830-643-9358  static8206@aol.com 
305  Konkey  Melissa  Precinct Chair  812-841-8679  mjkonkey@gmail.com 
306  Harrell  Barbara  Precinct Chair  575-202-8187  barbara@restoringourhearts.com
401  Lodovic  Jim  Precinct Chair  830-660-9246  Jimlodovic@gmail.com 
402  Josephson  Beryl  Precinct Chair  830-660-1973  berylj@prodigy.net
403  Johnson  Don  Precinct Chair  830-9354142  don@realdon.com
404  Taylor  Teri  Precinct Chair  830-606-5052 teritaylor@aol.com
405  Dean  Josh  Precinct Chair  210-771-2815  boer7143@gmail.com
406  Piner  Sue  Precinct Chair  830-214-3687  suepiner@hotmail.com
407  Popp  Bob  Precinct Chair  830-221-5506  bobpopp@gvtc.com 

by Janet Blum, 
Hospitality, Bylaws

If elected, you attend the county 
convention that most likely will be 
held in New Braunfels. While in atten-
dance, request to be a delegate to the 
state convention.

If you are elected to attend the 
state convention, plan to go to Hous-
ton on May 14 - 16, 2020 where you 
will participate in electing the dele-
gates to the National GOP Conven-
tion.

Comal County Republican Precinct Chairs

mailto:rpharis%40satx.rr.com?subject=
mailto:Sharonhall2755%40sbcglobal.net%20%0D?subject=
mailto:kacip%40gytc.com%20?subject=
mailto:kacip%40gytc.com%20?subject=
mailto:kacip%40gytc.com?subject=
mailto:slkoonce%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:cbyrd%40chrisbyrdlaw.com?subject=
mailto:anitacoupdeville%40gmail.com?subject=
fevfamPatt.net
mailto:dmzcwz@gmail.com
mailto:bobdosee@sbcglobal.net
mailto:texhall@earthlink.net
mailto:susie.lecanu@gmail.com
mailto:igmartin@me.com
mailto:rsc53@att.net
mailto:marverben@vahoo.com
mailto:static8206@aol.com
mailto:mikonkey@gmail.com
mailto:barbara@restoringourhearts.com
mailto:beryli@prodigy.net
mailto:don@realdon.com
mailto:teritaylor@aol.com
mailto:boer7143@gmail.com
mailto:suepiner@hotmail.com
mailto:bobpopp@gvtc.com
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"I have a degree in Politi-
cal Science, and I am a 
card-carrying Libertarian. 

I’ve been studying politics and polit-
ical history for the past 30 years. My 
specialty is U.S. Presidents. That said, I 
hope that the House of Representatives 
impeaches Trump. Let me tell you 
what will happen next!

The House can pass articles of 
impeachment over the objections of 
the Republicans and refer to the Senate 
for trial.

The Senate will conduct a trial. 
There will be a vote, and the 
Republicans will vote unan-
imously, along with a small 
number of Democrats, to not 
convict the President. Legally, 
it will all be over at that point.

However, during the 
trial, and this is what no one 
is thinking about right now, 
the President’s attorneys will 
have the right to subpoena 
and question ANYONE THEY 
WANT!

That is different than the special 
counsel investigation, which was 
very one-sided. So, during the im-
peachment trial, we will be hearing 
testimony from James Comey, Peter 
Strzok, Lisa Page, Bruce Ohr, Glenn 
Simpson, Donna Brazille, Eric Hold-
er, Loretta Lynch, Christopher Steele, 
Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama, John 

John Solomon of The Hill recently 
listed eight reasons why Americans 
should support Donald Trump. 

He continues to do exactly 
what he promised to do. Has 
anyone else done that?
Supreme Court Judges. Dem-
ocrats are still going after 
Kavanaugh.

Brennan, James Clapper, and a whole 
host of other participants in this whole 
sordid affair and the ensuing coverup 
activities. A lot of dirt will be dug up; 
a lot of truth will be unveiled. Finger 
pointing will occur. Deals will start 
being made, and suddenly, a lot of 
Democrats will start being charged 
and going to prison. All this, be-
cause, remember, the President’s team 
will now, for the first time, have the 
RIGHT to question all of these people 
under oath – and they will turn on 
each other. That is already starting.

Lastly, one more thing will hap-
pen. The Senate will not convict the 
President. Nothing will happen to 
Trump. Most Americans are clueless 
about political processes, the law, and 
the Constitution. Most Americans 
believe that being impeached results 
in removal from office. They don’t 
understand that phase 2 is a trial in 

Eight Reasons to Support Donald Trump

1

2

Winning the “Twitter War” – 
It may not be Presidential, but 
it’s modern-day Presidential.
Record American oil pro-
duction - We have surpassed 
Russia and Saudi Arabia.
He has done what other Pres-
idents said they would do, but 
didn’t.

He has made it easier for small 
business and start-up business-
es.
He is trying to protect the 
unborn.
He has made it OK to say, 
“Merry Christmas” again.

3

4

5

6

7
8

and by the Senate, where he has zero 
chance of conviction. Remember, the 
Senate is controlled by Republicans; 
they will determine what testimony 
is allowed – and EVERYTHING will 
be allowed, including: DNC collu-
sion with the Clinton campaign to fix 
the election in favor of Hillary, the 
creation of the Trump dossier, the 
coverup and destruction of emails 
that very likely included incriminating 
information.  They will incriminate 
each other for lying to the FISA court, 

for spying and wiretapping 
the Trump campaign, and for 
colluding with foreign political 
actors, especially George So-
ros. After the Senate declines to 
convict the President, we will 
have an election, and Trump will 
win. It will be a backlash against 
Democrat petulance, temper 
tantrums, corruption, hypocrisy 
and dishonesty. Even minorities 
will vote for Trump because, for 
the first time, they will see that 
Democrats have spent two-plus 

years focused on maintaining their 
own power, and not doing anything 
at all about black murders in Chicago, 
homelessness, opioids, health care and 
other important issues that are actually 
killing people. And, we will spend the 
following four years listening to politi-
cians and pundits claim that the whole 
impeachment was rigged."

So let’s move on to impeachment!!!
 by Hyram F.Suddfluffel, PhD 

"So, during the impeachment tri-
al, we will be hearing testimony from 
James Comey, Peter Strzok, Lisa Page, 
Bruce Ohr, Glenn Simpson, Donna 
Brazille, Eric Holder, Loretta Lynch, 
Christopher Steele, Hillary Clinton, 
Barack Obama, John Brennan, James 
Clapper, and a whole host of other 
participants..."

F.Suddfluffel


High Crimes and Misdemeanors
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Our Constitution provides im-
peachment as the method for 

removing the president, vice president, 
federal judges, and other federal offi-
cials. The process begins in the House 
of Representatives where the House 
Judiciary Committee holds hearings 
and, if necessary, prepares articles of 
impeachment or  the charges against 
the official.

If a majority of the committee 
votes to approve the articles, the whole 
House debates and votes on them. If a 
majority of the House votes to im-
peach the official on any article, then 
the official must then stand trial in the 
Senate.

For the official to be removed 
from office, two-thirds of the Senate 
must vote to convict the official. Upon 
conviction, the official is automatically 
removed from office and, if the Senate 
so decides, may be forbidden from 
holding governmental office again.

The impeachment process is polit-
ical in nature, not criminal. Congress 
has no power to impose criminal 
penalties on impeached officials. But 
criminal courts may try and punish of-
ficials if they have committed crimes.

The Constitution sets specif-
ic grounds for impeachment. They 
are “treason, bribery, and other high 
crimes and misdemeanors."  To be im-
peached and removed from office, the 
House and Senate must find that the 

official committed one of these acts. 
The Constitution defines treason in 
Article 3, Section 3, Clause 1: Treason 
against the United States, shall consist 
only in levying War against them, or 
in adhering to their Enemies, giving 
them Aid and Comfort. No Person 
shall be convicted of Treason unless on 
the Testimony of two Witnesses to the 
same overt Act, or on Confession in 
open Court.

The Constitution does not define 
bribery. It is a crime that has long 
existed in English and American com-
mon law. It takes place when a person 
gives an official money or gifts to in-
fluence the official’s behavior in office. 
For example, if defendant Smith pays 
federal Judge Jones $10,000 to find 
Smith not guilty, the crime of bribery 
has occurred.

Prior to the Clinton investigation, 
the House had begun impeachment 
proceedings against only 17 officials: 
one U.S. senator, two presidents, one 
cabinet member, and 13 federal judges. 
Two of the 17 resigned from office 
before the House voted to impeach.

Of the 15 impeached, the Senate 
voted to convict only seven — all were 
federal judges. The Senate dropped the 
case against the senator, ruling that a 
senator could not be impeached. One 
judge resigned from office before the 
Senate voted on his case. The Senate 
voted to acquit the other six officials.

In all the articles of impeachment 
that the House has drawn, no official 
has been charged with treason. The 
closest to a charge of treason was one 
federal judge who was impeached and 
convicted for siding with the South 
and taking a position as a Confederate 
judge during the Civil War. Two offi-
cials have been charged with bribery. 
The remaining charges against all the 
other officials fall under the category 
of "high crimes and misdemeanors."

What are "high crimes and mis-
demeanors?"  On first hearing this 
phrase, many people probably think 
that it is just an 18th century way of 
saying “felonies and misdemeanors.” 
Felonies are major crimes and misde-
meanors are lesser crimes. If this in-
terpretation were correct, "high crimes 
and misdemeanors" would simply 
mean any crime. But this interpreta-
tion is mistaken.

For the more than 200 years 
since the Constitution was adopted, 
Congress has seriously considered 
impeachment only 18 times. Thirteen 
of these cases involved federal judges. 
The "high crimes and misdemean-
ors" that the House charged against 
these judges included being habitually 
drunk, showing favoritism on the 
bench, using judicial power unlaw-
fully, using the office for financial 
gain, unlawfully punishing people for 
contempt of court, submitting false 
expense accounts, getting special deals 
from parties appearing before the 
court, bullying people in open court, 
filing false income tax returns, making 
false statements while under oath, and 
disclosing confidential information.

Only three of the 18 impeachment 
cases have involved a president — An-
drew Johnson in 1868, Richard Nixon 
in 1974, and Bill Clinton in 1998. It’s 
important to take a brief look at these 
three cases to understand how Con-
gress has interpreted "high crimes and 
misdemeanors." 

High Crimes and Misdemeanors
We have all heard the phrase, "high crimes and misdemeanors." 

And now, for the third time in our lifetimes, we are witness-
ing Congress using these charges to try to impeach a president. Many of us are 
watching the Hollywood theatrics of Congressmen as they arbitrarily forbid, 
hush and call down their follow lawmakers in the chambers who want to talk 
or ask questions. 

Years ago, the Founders of the Constitution pondered wording for the 
grounds of possible impeachment. It makes for a good read to see the other 
words and phrases that were dismissed when "high crimes and misdemean-
ors" was finally selected for inclusion.

The following was extracted from the Constitutional Rights Foundation 
website, crf-usa.org, where one can read about the players in history who put 
this into law.

crf-usa.org
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After the November 8, 
2016 Presidential Elec-

tion, those who did not vote for 
Donald Trump, IMMEDIATELY 
began the rhetoric to edit or do 
away with the Electoral College 
processes and its boundaries. 
Historically, this has been at-
tempted several times during 
each Century!

Within the past 50 years, our 
Country's foundation has been 
challenged in various ways. The 
Electoral College is but one of 
our Country's most discussed 
topics.

Importance of the Electoral College
The structure of the Electoral 

College is a very important ex-
ample of one of our government's 
much needed “checks and balances.” 
This is so important for our future 
that it has never been changed.

In their infinite wisdom, the 
Founders of our country created 
a structure called the "Electoral 
College" as a control system to 
ensure individual  states were fairly 
represented. Otherwise, one or 
two densely populated areas would 
speak for the rest of our country.

The Electoral College was not 
created as a device to favor Demo-

crats, Republicans, Whigs, Tories 
or any other political affiliation. It 
was created as a system of "checks 
and balances" to guard against 
any small vocal area, with a 
specific agenda, speaking for the 
whole of the nation.

Large, densely populated cit-
ies (NYC, Chicago, LA, etc.) do 
not and should not speak for the 
rest of our country (They already 
do in some of our states.) Some-
how, the geniuses who founded 
our country understood that and 
created a system to avoid such a 
dangerous possibility.

The statistics below should put an end to the argument that the Electoral College is no longer relevant.
•  There are 3,141 counties in the United States.
  Trump won 3,084 of them while Clinton won 57.

•  There are 62 counties in New York State.
  Trump won 46 of them and Clinton won 16.

•  Clinton won the popular vote by approximately 1.5 million votes.
  Clinton received over 2 million more votes than Trump in the 5 counties  
  that encompass NYC: Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Richmond and   
  Queens.
  In other words, 5 counties alone, accounted for Clinton winning the 
  popular vote for the entire country!!!

•  Those 5 counties comprise 319 square miles.
•  The United States is comprised of 3,797,000 square miles.
  With a country that encompasses almost 4 million square miles of 
  territory, it would be ludicrous to suggest that the votes of those who  
  inhabit a mere 319 square miles should dictate the outcome of a 
  national election!
So now with the information above, you should understand the supreme 
importance of the Electoral College.

Do share this...It needs to be understood.
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Canyon Lake Republican Women
2019 Executive Board

President ................................. Marsha Cooper

1st VP – Programs ......................Karen Hobson

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events ........ Julie Cavazos

2nd VP – Membership ..................... Carol Little

3rd VP –Fundraising ....................Jeanne Slupik

Recording Secretary ......................Karen Wilce 

Corresponding Secretary .................Diane Kunz

PAC Treasurer .......... Jan Elliott & Maggie Carty

Past President/Parliamentarian .....Jeanne Slupik

Standing Committees
 
Americanism ...................................................

Awards & Achievements ............... Patti Johnson

Bylaws ........................................... Janet Blum

Campaign Activities ..................... Becky Garrett

Chaplain ................................... Donna Holmes

Community Engagement ...........Beryl Josephson

Freedom Walk ..........................Nicole Bardwell

Homeland Security ........................Sandy Carey

Leadership ....................................... Sue Piner

Legislation .......................... Carolyn Besselman

Military Liaison ...........................Melinda Rapp

Newsletter & Historian ..............Barbara Knight

Political Action & Publicity ........... Belinda Frisk

Social & Hospitality ........................ Janet Blum

Scholarship .................................Jeanne Slupik

Social Media ...................................Donna Pool

State Republican Exec. Com. ........ Linda Kinney

Teen Age Republicans ................. Julie Cavazos

Voter Registration ....................Beryl Josephson 

Webmaster .................................Karen Hobson

What’s HappeningWhat’s Happening

The WAVE now has active URL and email 
links!!! The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends 
that you think might be interested in joining a Re-
publican Club. It is a perfect way to learn about what 
CLRW does and how we are an active and influential 
club. Feel free to send this newsletter!
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Nov 20 –  CLRW Membership Meet-
ing - TPML  - 10 am - Toni Anne Dashiell

Dec 9 –  CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 
1 pm

Dec 10 –  Republican Club of Comal 
County - Rudy's BBQ, 844 Loop 337, NB - 6 to 8 
pm - Bryan Benway, District Director for Kyle Bieder-
mann - RSVP to Mary Wohl at 210.363.5712 by Dec. 5 

Dec 14 – Sattler Christmas Parade - 
Road in front of Middle School - decorating begins at 
8:30 am - parade begins at 11 am

DECEMBER 18 

CLRW Christmas Luncheon 
and

2020 Board Installation  
Tye Preston Memorial Library - 11:30 am 

Steve Munisteri,
Senior Advisor to John Cornyn, will conduct the 

installation of 2020 officers

Reservation Deadline  - December 13th
Call Carolyn Besselman  

713.818.7802 
NO tickets at the door!  

Jan 6 –  CLRW Board Meeting - TPML - 
1 pm

Jan 15 –  CLRW Membership Meeting 
- TPML - 9:30 am


