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The SAVE Act Heads to the Senate

Election Integrity

The Safeguard American Voter Eligibility 
(SAVE) Act (H.R. 7296), supported by an 
overwhelming majority of Americans (over 
80% in many polls), passed the House in 
mid-February 2026 and now moves to the 
Senate. 

Senate Majority Leader John Thune says, 
“We will have a vote,” and 50 Republican 
Senators have publicly backed the bill. 
Because ending debate in the Senate 
typically requires 60 votes, the path forward 
will likely turn on filibuster strategy and 
amendment discipline. 

Senate Democrats oppose the bill, arguing 
it would suppress votes, claiming many 
women and racial minorities do not know 
how to get a valid photo ID.

WHAT THE BILL WOULD DO 
REQUIRE Proof of Citizenship to Register 
for Federal Elections
• Would require documentary proof of U.S. 

citizenship when registering to vote in 
Federal Elections.

• Common proof-of-citizenship documents 
include a REAL ID such as U.S. birth certifi-
cate, U.S. passport, naturalization certificate.

REQUIRE a Photo ID to Vote in Federal 
Elections
• Would set a nationwide photo-ID stand-

ard for in-person voting.

• For absentee or mail voting, public 
summaries indicate voters would provide 
either a copy of an acceptable ID or 
alternate identifiers (e.g., last four of SSN) 
plus a sworn statement. 

REQUIRE Voter-roll Maintenance and 
Federal Data Checks
• Would direct states to verify that only 

U.S. citizens are registered for Federal 
Elections and to remove ineligible 
noncitizens identified through specified 
federal data  sources.

WHERE THE BILL STANDS NOW
House of Representatives 
• Passed in mid-February 2026.

Senate 
• Republicans currently hold the majority. 

Majority Leader John Thune has promised 
a floor vote. 51 Senators are needed for 
live quorum.

• Under current rules, it generally takes 60 
votes to invoke cloture to end debate 
(or to kill a filibuster). Final passage then 
requires a simple majority.

• Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and 
many Democrats oppose the SAVE Act, 
showing they are willing to keep Federal 
Elections susceptible to fraudulent voting. 
They claim they are prepared to filibuster 
the bill. 
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• Republicans seem prepared to force 
the Democrats to follow through on the 
threat of a filibuster, if needed, using the 
historical precedent of a talking filibuster 
originally used in 1806. The 1964 Civil 
Rights Act passed after 60 days of a 
talking filibuster once the discussion was 
pushed into the public square.

WHAT A TALKING FILIBUSTER LOOKS LIKE
If Republicans enforce filibuster rules, here 
is how the process could unfold:
Motion to Proceed (getting to the bill)
• Because the bill would arrive from the 

House “as a message,” the motion to 
proceed is privileged: no debate, decided 
by simple majority.

Debate on the Bill
• Once debate begins, the Senate’s speech 

rule applies. Senators opposing the bill 
must physically hold the floor to keep 
the debate going (stand and speak 
continuously – no breaks for meals or the call 
of nature). Fatigue is a real limiting factor. 
Every Senator is allowed two speeches 
per “legislative day” (time between 
adjournments) during the process.

Quorum and Adjournment
• Only the majority leader can trigger a 

live quorum call that compels senators to 
appear. Motions to adjourn are decided 
by a simple majority. 

Amendments
• Amendments are potentially unlimited, 

but Republicans can move to table (kill) 
amendments without debate at a simple 
majority. Discipline is crucial to avoid 
“poison pill” changes that could fracture 
support or alter the bill’s effect. 

Duration and Outcome
• A talking filibuster can last days or weeks. 

It imposes public and physical costs 
on the side sustaining it, often driving 
negotiation. There is no guaranteed 
outcome. 

CURRENT LANDSCAPE IN VOTER 
INTEGRITY
Federal Baseline
• As of January 2026, Federal law prohibits 

noncitizens from voting in any Federal 
Election, but evidence of fraudulent votes 
by noncitizens cannot be ignored.

State and Local Variation
• Proof-of-citizenship requirements for 

registration and photo-ID rules for voting 
vary widely by state. Only eight states 
(Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Kansas, 
Louisiana, New Hampshire, Ohio, and 
Wyoming) have passed laws requiring 
proof of citizenship to vote in at least 
some cases.

• Some localities (e.g., the District of 
Columbia and certain municipalities in 
Maryland, Vermont, and California) claim 
to permit noncitizens to vote but claim to 
do so in local-elections only. 

• As of January 2026, 18 states’ (including 
Texas) constitutions explicitly prohibit 
noncitizen voting.

What the SAVE Act would Change
• It would create a uniform Federal 

baseline for proof-of-citizenship at 
registration and photo ID to vote in 
Federal Elections and would standardize 
certain verification practices across states. 

(continued on next page)



Where the RED Begins!

TEXAS FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN WOMENTFRW Today | MARCH 2026 -5-

• The SAVE Act would complement the 
work Texas does to enforce its voter 
integrity statutes.

PUBLIC OPINION FAVORS STRONGER 
ELECTION SAFEGUARDS
National polling in early 2026 consistently 
shows broad public support — 95% of 
Republicans, 71% of Democrats — for 
photo-ID requirements, with similarly strong 
support for requiring documentary proof of 
citizenship for first-time registration. 

KEY DEBATES AND IMPLEMENTATION 
DETAILS TO WATCH
Access and “Equity”
• Supporters say uniform standards deter 

ineligible voting and enhance confidence.
• Opponents warn that requirements could 

burden eligible voters because many 
voters do not have an ID or are not able to 
navigate the system to obtain a lawful ID.

Data Matching and Error Correction
State and local registration officials would 
have to cross-reference voter lists with 
Homeland Security data on non-citizens 
that already exists in the Systemic Alien 
Verification for Entitlements program and 
the Social Security Administration data, in 
order to remove non-citizens from voter rolls. 
Opponents claim this would be hard to do.
Administration and Funding
Opponents claim the States will need 
additional resources for document verifi-
cation, voter education, free/state-provided 
IDs, training, and expanded provisional 
ballot and cure procedures. 

Supporters warn that failure to secure 
voter rolls and maintain election integrity 
undermines the very fabric of our Republic.
Legal Considerations
The SAVE Act would amend Federal 
registration and voting standards. 
Opponents will try to defeat the SAVE Act 
in the courts to maintain lax standards and 
cater to ineligible voters in order to secure 
their power base.

THE SAVE ACT IS A CRITICAL OPPORTUNITY 
TO SECURE OUR ELECTIONS AND OUR 
COUNTRY.

Austin Patriot Republican Women showing their 
patriotism with a little help from Chat GPT!


