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President’s Message
Greetings!

by Jeanne Slupik

April meeting, these guides were
prepared not for us, but for our
Republican neighbors, friends,
family, etc. who may not be able
to join a club but want to be informed voters.

A

s I write this, we are in
the process of early voting
for the May 7 Comal County
and Constitutional elections and
preparing for the May 24 primary
runoff elections. Many CLRW
members have been or are serving
as election judges, election clerks
or on the early voting ballot board.
All these volunteers deserve
our thanks and recognition for
their time and dedication. Because
of the numerous issues with the
new mail-in ballots, CLRW posted a “Public Service Announcement for Comal County Voters”
with specific instructions on how
to properly complete the ballot.
We also created the “CLRW
Voter Information Guide for
the May 7, 2022, Comal County
Elections.” These were emailed
to members and posted on our
Facebook page and website. As I
explained to our members at the

The 56th Annual Texas Legislative Conference was held on
March 25 at the New Braunfels
Civic/Convention Center. CLRW
was once again honored to be an
Associate Sponsor for this event,
which is “a nonpartisan organization of Texas business and political
leaders who meet annually in New
Braunfels to focus on public policy
issues.” Please see Carolyn Besselman’s article for more information.
Canyon Lake Republican
Women was well represented
at the 2022 Comal County Republican Party Convention on
March 26. A significant number
of CLRW members and associate members served as precinct
chairs. Other members assisted as
sergeants at arms, check-in assistants and other jobs as needed.
Our own Susan Walker should
have had the title of “Master Facilitator” – I don’t think she ever
continued on page 2
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stopped moving and was determined to keep us on schedule. Our
Political Activities Chair Sharon
Monge served as the Chair of the
Nominations Committee – Comal
County has 90 delegates and 50
alternate delegates attending the
Texas Republican Party Convention this coming June! Kudos to
Laura Buske, Chair of the Resolutions Committee, and Parliamentarian Geoff Barr for keeping that
segment of the convention moving
while we voted on the nine resolutions. To Sue Piner and crew: Hats
off for a job well done!
I would not be exaggerating too
much to say that April 2022 was
indeed the month for fundraisers!
CLRW excels at, “caring” not only
for our club activities but for our
community as well. Just a few of
the community fundraisers held in
April were: Canine Classmates on
April 1, CASA of Central Texas on
April 8, and the 100 Club of Comal

County on April 12. Many of our
members devote countless hours
in support of these very deserving
organizations. All these events were
well attended and, in most cases,
sold out.
The Comal County Republican
Party Fundraiser was on April 14,
and the guest speaker was Dr. Ben
Carson. Despite many traffic woes
and delays that evening, Dr. Carson was kind and amiable posing
for photo ops. His speech was a
bit like “how to become a pediatric
brain surgeon” with a lot of humor
thrown in. He is a proud Republican who truly exemplifies family,
faith and freedom.
On April 25, Hays County Republican Party held their annual
Lincoln Reagan Dinner. The guest
of honor, South Dakota Governor
Kristi Noem, gave an uplifting and
powerful synopsis on how her state
survived COVID and is now excelling at all levels.
Our U.S. Congressman Chip
Roy, who had just driven back from

the border, gave a grim, detailed
speech on the current conditions.
We were so thankful to hear from
two dedicated Republican leaders.
Congratulations to Bob Parks and
the Hays County Republican Party for an outstanding event. (My
apologies to Congressman Roy for
grabbing him for a photo op – not
very polite, but worth it!)
So…how was our Membership
Luncheon on April 20? Over the
top, as usual!! I always say this club
loves a hat contest, and we came to
win! This sold-out event was fun,
fun, fun! CLRW 2nd VP – Membership Brenda Potter and her
volunteers created the perfect ambience for our “Wild About Texas”
event. Our guest speaker was our
very own TFRW President, Kit
Whitehill, who focused her speech
on educating our new members on
the importance of the Texas Federation of Republican Women and
the awards process. The true heroes
of the day were our judges for the
hat contest: Patrick Seiler, Jim
Hynes and Harry Hingst. (I was a
judge last year and I never
want to do it again – the
pressure!) Congratulations
to our winners: Barbara
Knight, Pat Hingst and
Brenda Potter!!
The runoff election date
is May 24, with early voting
only from May 16 to 20.
Historically, runoffs have
poor voter turnouts - please
do not let that be the case
this year. Our candidates
deserve our support and
our vote. Make your vote
count!

Faith
Family
Freedom

June 2022
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CLRW
Meetings
Always
great information!
S

o far in 2022, CLRW has
hosted four great speakers.
In January, we heard from retiring
State Representative Kyle Biedermann; in February, CASA’s
Community Relations Coordinator
Eloise Hudson explained CASA’s
mission; in March, Chairman of
the Republican Party of Texas Matt
Rinaldi spoke to the club on his

organize students to promote freedom.” The meetings are often pizza
parties where they encourage open
dialogue with students and listen to
their political opinions. They then

Marsha, Tennyson Moreno and Jeanne

Marsha Cooper and Matt Rinaldi

goals for the state’s Republican Party; and in April, we met Kit Whitehill, President of the Texas Federation of Republican Women. (Kit
was quite impressed with our active
membership, the awards we’ve won,
and of
course,
all the
great hats
at our
Membership
Luncheon.)

Marsha, Kit Whitehill and Jeanne

Our
May speaker was Tennyson Moreno, a sophomore at Texas State
University majoring in Political
Science, who is Secretary and
Campus Coordinator for Turning
Point USA. He explained that the
organization is non-profit and
nonpartisan, and their mission
is to “identify, educate, train, and

by Marsha Cooper
1st Vice President - Programs

share their own views and teach the
students about conservative values.
They also sponsor major events
and bring in well-known conservative speakers, such as Kayleigh
McEnany’s appearance at Texas
State last year which attracted over
600 attendees. The organization
also seeks to establish clubs at high
schools. It’s exciting to learn that
conservatism is active on campuses!
The speaker for June will be
George Rodriguez, known as El
Conservador. Mr. Rodriguez expresses his “views of an American
of Mexican Descent” on a Saturday
radio program from San Antonio.
This Hispanic conservative is right
on-point with his opinions.
In July, we will meet Roby
Stewart, Manager of the Fisher
House at Brooke Army Medical
Center. This will be especially meaningful because our club
supports Fisher House financially,
and we can now learn more about
the role of the center for wounded
warriors.
Our CLRW meetings always
help you stay informed!
June 2022
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The Greater San Antonio
Council of the Texas Federation of
Republican Women (called GSAC
for convenience) meets on alternate months – usually on the first
Wednesday - except in the summer.
So, our May meeting was the last
one until we reconvene in the fall.
CLRW is usually represented by our club president, Jeanne
Slupik, and another club member.
Marsha Cooper and Melinda
Rapp are the member representatives, and they alternate their attendance. CLRW member Carolyn
Besselman is also in attendance, as
she is GSAC’s First Vice President
of programs.
At our meeting on May 4, we
heard from our Senate Republican
Executive Committee (SREC) 25
Committeeman Chris Byrd.
In addition to hearing from
speakers, we learn about the activities of other area clubs, meet their
representatives, spend time together and learn from each other.
As our district stretches to the
border, GSAC representatives can
tell us first-hand how the immigration crisis affects their daily
lives and how they’re coping. It’s a
pleasure to form a bond with those
ladies.

Scholarships
Way to go seniors!
W

e received a total of 30
scholarship applications
this year from high school seniors
who attend Canyon Lake High
School or Memorial Early College
High School (and are in the CLHS
feeder pattern.)
On March 30, I was joined
by Christine LoDestro, Teresa
Pick, Brenda Potter and Cheryl
Zeise-Jewell to determine which
of these ambitious and talented
seniors we felt should be awarded
CLRW's two $1,000 scholarships.
This is always a very difficult
task as many of the applicants are
deserving, but we can only select
two seniors. This year we chose
Madison Evans and Madison
Hallmark as our two scholarship
winners.

Madison Evans has committed to attend Sam Houston State
University to study criminal justice
and political science with hopes
of continuing to law school. She
has also signed up with the Army
Reserves, where she will report
shortly after graduation from Canyon Lake High School to begin her
reserve training.
Madison Hallmark has committed to attend Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi to obtain
a bachelor’s degree in biology with
a career goal of earning a master’s
degree and becoming either a marine biologist or an environmental
engineer.
I presented both young women
with scholarship award certificates

by Ruth Diamond
Scholarships

at their Senior Awards Night ceremonies on Wednesday, May 11 at
Canyon Lake High School. At that
time, I invited them to attend one
of the CLRW monthly meetings
before they head off to further their
education this fall.
We are very proud to be able to
recognize two worthy area seniors
for their high school achievements
and offer some financial assistance
as they further their education.

Parade Publicity Fisher House

Paula Schuldheisz
Asst. 1st VP – Special Events

T

he theme
of the
Annual July 4th
Parade is KEEPING Texas RED
and Honor our
HEROES – our
Veterans!
We ask
CLRW members who are veterans to
participate in the parade on Monday,
July 4, at 7755 FM-2673 in Startzville
at 10 am.
Participants should arrive by 8:30
am. Be prepared for the hot weather!
Wear red shirts and shorts, plus cowboy hats or other patriotic hats.
A vendor will give out free hot
dogs, so you can plan on a quick bite
to eat. Awards and trophies will be
presented after the parade.

by Belinda Frisk
Publicity

W

T

hanks to all who have taken
such great photos while
being in the company of our wonderful Republican friends! These
photos get posted on our website
(canyonlakerw.com) and Facebook
page. Please send your photos to
Belinda Frisk at bsfrisk@gmail.
com, and I will pass them along.
Remember to smile!
June 2022
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by Melinda Rapp
Armed Forces

e are
thrilled
that Robyn
Stewart, new
Manager of
the Fisher
House at
Brooke Army
Medical Center, will be our special guest speaker in June. And, at this meeting our
Club annually asks members to
make donations so we can purchase needed supplies to help make
wounded service personnel and
their families comfortable during
their stay at Fisher House while
they recuperate. We appreciate the
generosity that CLRW members
have always provided!

TX Legislative Conference
T

Building strong leaders

he 56th Texas Legislative
Conference was held on
March 25, 2022, in New Braunfels.
This conference is well worth
attending, and I highly encourage
others to consider attending in
the future. It is a nonpartisan get
together of Texas business and political leaders who meet annually in
New Braunfels and focus on public
policy issues.
This was my second time to
attend, along with Jeanne Slupik
and Marsha Cooper.

There was an impressive panel of speakers at the 2022 event.
The opening address was given by
former San Antonio mayor Henry
Cisneros. Because this was an early
morning event, I was just hoping
to stay awake through his presentation; however, when Mr. Cisneros
began to speak, I became wide
awake!

by Carolyn Besselman

He spoke about the “Texas
Triangle,” which consists of Austin,
Dallas and San Antonio. He shared
that 66% of the Texas population
lives in the counties around these
cities!
The amount of growth in the
counties surrounding these cities
is exploding and changing the
dynamic of Texas and the country.
The top economic growth in the
country, since 2010, has been in
Austin, Nashville and San Antonio.
There were two panel discussions: one on the Current State
of Texas’ Economy and the other
on the Latest on Politics in Texas,
with discussions on:

1

Employment rate (labor
market)

2

In 2021, Texas was one of
four states that recovered
from pandemic job losses.

3
4

Companies are looking at
where people are moving to
and choosing to move there,
too.
Texas wants to be the “Energy Capital” of the nation.
We need to open our pipelines and become energy
independent.

Tom Luce, founding and managing partner of the Hughes and
Luce law firm, spoke on the Texas
2036 Initiative. This initiative will
work toward preparing Texas for
the rapid-paced growth leading
into the future.
The top Legislative priorities on
the horizon are:

Funding Education
Infrastructure
Mass Transit
Power Grid
Water Issues
Housing
Carolyn Besselman, Comal County Commissioner Pct. 1 Donna Eccleston,
Jeanne Slupik and Marsha Cooper

June 2022
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Texas will continue to
grow. Are we ready?

CLRW Membership Luncheon
C

It was a wild event!

by Brenda Potter
Membership

anyon Lake Republican
Women are wild about
Texas, and it showed during our
annual Membership Luncheon
held at Lakeside Golf Club here in
Canyon Lake on April 20. Over 100
CLRW members and their guests
were in attendance, wearing their
best Texas-themed hats.
Our guest speaker was our
2022 TRFW President, Kit Whitehill, who focused her speech on
educating our new members on the
importance of the Texas Federation of Republican Women and
the awards process.

Texas Longhorn on parade

The Hat Contest Judges, headOur luncheon was catered
ed by Patrick Seiler, along with
by our very own member, LauriHarry Hingst and Jim Hynes, did
na Anderson of Tis’ So Sweet &
a terrific job selecting our winners. Treats, and the menu consisted of
The competition was stiff, but the
sandwiches, salads, chips and pasta
“Best Hat” honor went
salad. Desserts were
to Barbara Knight;
provided by memsecond place to Pat
bers Carolyn BesselHingst and third place
man, Jim Hynes, Pat
to Brenda Potter. The
Hingst, Chrystina
contest theme was “Any
Power, Paula Schuldand All Things Texas,”
heisz and Maria Seiler.
and there was even a
Our wonderful hospilast-minute surprise
tality host, Janet Blum,
Texas Longhorn hat
provided the drinks. It
contest entry that took
was another fun-filled
home an honorable
Laurina with her neck fans was and delightful lunmention prize!
cool serving lunch
cheon!

Mary Kochenderfer, Cindy Talcott and Donna Lee

June 2022

Thank you to the many volunteers who helped make this event
possible! Jeanne Slupik and Carolyn Besselman helped the night
before to set up the entire room.
Maria Seiler and Becky Swindal
signed in our guests, and Patti
Johnson and Pam Sullivan welcomed everyone as they arrived.
And we cannot forget our “Texas
Longhorn,” provided and presented
by Karen Baker, along with Madison Evans and Tara Evans! CLRW
is serious about Keeping Texas
Red, but we still know how to have
a good time!
Several door prizes were handed out to lucky guests, and much
fun was had by all. Our members
are so important, and this luncheon
is a small way to show our appreciation.

Jeanne Slupik, Patti Johnson and Cindy Payne
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CLRW Membership
Luncheon
&it got even wilder!

Mary and Glenn Breitung were all smiles as they checked out the
many creative hats designed by members!
Top: Carol Van De Walle, President, Greater San Antonio Council;
Brenda Potter, CLRW VP-Membership;
Bottom: Kris Coons, SREC District 25; Sylvia Gartner, TFRW
District Director SD 25; Linda Kinney, Deputy President SD 25

The Canyon Lake ROTC Color Guard were special guests.
They were all young women and were led by 1SG Michael Medina. They make us proud every year, and this year was no different.
We’re so grateful for their attendance.

HAT WINNERS
Third Place – Brenda Potter
FIRST PLACE – Barbara Knight
Second Place – Pat Hingst
Hat Contest Judges Harry Hingst, Patrick Seiler and Jim Hynes

June 2022
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National Federation RW
C

Armed Forces Committee

LRW is proud to have as
ones of its members, Cec
Tyler, who serves on the National
Federation Republican Women
(NFRW) Armed Services Committee for 2022-2023.

The committee has a wide
range of Armed Service knowledge:
Chairwoman Cec Tyler is a retired
U.S. Army Colonel; Deputy Chairwoman Christine Benedict (NY)
has over 20 years working for the
New York Division of Military and
Naval Affairs; Mary Smart (HI)
is a retired U.S. Navy Captain; and
Becky Bechtel (IN) is a military
spouse and mother of a current
servicewoman.
The Armed Services Committee's role is multi-faceted:
• We serve as an information-sharing conduit to State
FRWs and Clubs.
• We foster project ideas.
• We foster the promotion of
Republican veterans to run for
political offices at all levels (including school board offices.)

TFRW
by Sylvia Gartner
District Director SD 25

T

hank
you,
CLRW, for
participating
in the TFRW
Membership
Recruitment
Project.
A total of
100,000+
post cards
were distributed to TFRW Clubs. Each Club

• We inform State FRWs and
Clubs of significant developments within the Department of
Defense, the Veterans Administration and Military Services.

by Cec Tyler
NFRW Armed Services Chair

Check out the documents we
have posted on the NFRW website
at nfrw.org:
• a pamphlet that will give Clubs
ideas for projects
• a synopsis of the projects that
received awards at the 2021
NFRW Convention
To access this information,
create an account, log in, go to
Members>Committee and Issue
Resources>Armed Services. The
committee is in the process of
updating our pamphlet to include
organizations that we had left out
when we first published it.
The committee wants to ensure
that everyone knows that Armed
Services is a separate committee
from Caring for America, and we
have separate awards. The Armed
Services Committee focuses on
was provided a list of solid Republican women in their area who are
not members of TFRW members.
This activity will provide Clubs
an opportunity to reach out to
many potential new members,
introduce their Club, invite the potential members to their meetings/
events and hopefully be a way to
entice them to become connected.
The TFRW 2nd Quarter Board
of Directors meeting was Saturday,
April 30, at the Renaissance Hotel
in Austin. Thank you to CLRW
members Patti Johnson and BelinJune 2022
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Active Duty Military, Reserves,
National and Air Guards, Armed
Services Academies, ROTC (at universities or high schools), veterans
and military families. If you have
questions concerning what is an
Armed Services versus a Caring
for America project, please ask us
early on so you know which track
you are taking; for instance, the
Coast Guard is considered Armed
Service, but the Border Patrol falls
under Caring for America.
The Armed Services Committee
looks forward to serving each of
you!
da Frisk who serve on the Hospitality Committee and always do a
wonderful job!

Save the Date!

3rd Quarter Board of Directors
Meeting - July 16, 2022
Sheraton Austin Georgetown
Hotel & Conference Center
Georgetown • 9 am to 3 pm
Details for TFRW’s Champion
of Freedom Luncheon that will
honor Senator Jane Nelson at the
Republican State Convention in
Houston are being finalized. More
information will soon be coming.

Border Care Project
O

For your service!

n Saturday, April 23, the
Border Care Project team
made a day trip to Del Rio. On the
way, we delivered jugs of water and
copy paper to the Kinney County
Sheriff ’s office and Kinney County
Attorney’s office in Brackettville,
Texas.

by Cindy Payne
Border Patrol Chair

ern border are 6 million or more
by the end of the year. Among
these are cartel members, felons,
terrorists and individuals carrying
third-world diseases!

Thank you to Canyon Lake
Republican Women for always
stepping
up for our
law enforcement.
Over the
past several
months, we
collected
$625.00 in
supplies for
this past
trip.

Our 5-car caravan continued to the
Border Patrol Union
offices in Del Rio
and delivered hand
sanitizer, sunscreen,
insect repellent,
gloves, Microban,
powdered electrolytes, bandages,
wound wash, alcohol
swabs, band aids,
coffee and snacks.
The officers gave us a comprehensive assessment of the current
situation. Everything you have
heard is correct: if Title 42 is
terminated, the situation on the
border will continue to worsen.
Remember, what they see on
the border on a Wednesday, we
will see in our area on Thursday!
The projected numbers for illegals
entering the US through the southJune 2022
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Please continue to donate
supplies for this project by dropping off donations at the monthly
CLRW meetings – the bor-

der agents urgently
need our support.

VotingWhat's
by Mail
new for 2022?

by Karen Hobson
Legislation

T

he procedure for Comal
County processing mailin ballots has changed. Following
the issues seen in some of the
largest counties in Texas in the last
presidential election, our Republican-led state legislators realized
that we needed to make changes
in our election code. Most of the
documented election integrity
issues revolved around how ballots
by mail were mishandled during
the COVID crisis, especially in our
state’s largest counties.
As a result, new laws were
passed by the Texas legislature to
help prevent similar issues from
arising in the future. The new
elections law, SB-1, which was rigorously debated in the legislature,
finally passed last fall during a special session and put these changes
into law.

I am currently the Republican
Judge for the Early Voting Ballot
Board (EVBB). The principal goal
of the EVBB is to ensure that every
qualified mail-in ballot is counted.
In addition, the EVBB is charged
with confirming that the person
who requests a mail-in ballot is the
same person who votes the ballot.
In past years, the signature
on the request for a mail-in ballot
was matched against the signature
on the envelope that later arrived
in the Elections office and contained the ballot. If the signatures
were significantly different, election judges were then consulted.
If the EVBB judge agreed that the
signatures were not the same, the
ballot in question was set aside and
ultimately rejected. This was not
the only reason a ballot had to be
rejected, but it was a major cause.

For example, the ballots had to
be rejected if two or more ballots
were mailed to us in the same envelope. Our previous election laws
required that all ballots in the same
envelope had to be rejected. Normally, the reject rate was always in
the single digits, most often around
5%. After the election, the voter
would receive a letter explaining
the decision not to count the ballot
and the reason it was rejected.

In 2022, however, due to SB-1,
our EVBB process changed significantly. No longer is matching
signatures the primary determining
factor in either accepting or rejecting a ballot. To increase the security of the mail-in ballot process
when requesting a ballot by mail,
voters are required to write either
their Texas Driver’s License (TDL)
number or the last four digits of
their Social Security Number
(SSN) on the outer ‘carrier envelope’
which contains the ballot that will
be mailed. If a voter has no TDL,
he or she can use their state-issued
TX ID number. If that information
successfully matches the Comal
County voter registration database,
then the voter is sent a mail ballot.
Once the ballot has been filled
out by the voter, it should be sealed
and mailed in the carrier envelope
that was included and sent along
with the ballot. Before the carrier envelope is sealed, the voter is
required to sign exactly as they
signed on the application. Additionally, the voter MUST write
either the TDL number or the last
four digits of their SSN on the envelope (beneath a flap that covers
their personal ID information)
before mailing it back to the Comal
June 2022
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County Elections office. Space is
also provided on the carrier envelope for the voter to provide an
email or phone number where they
can be contacted if there is an issue
when processing the ballot. This is
new and very important for 2022
since we will attempt to contact
them if there’s a problem.
Since this process is brand new
to voters and election administrators, during the March primary,
about one third of the ballots
received had issues. Most of the
problems were simply that the
voter did not write down either of
their identification numbers on the
carrier envelope.
Before 2022, the voter was
out of luck as the ballot could not
have been processed if these errors occurred. The state legislature
anticipated this might happen,
though, so in SB-1 they provided
the counties a way to let the voter correct - or cure - most of the
problems with their mail-in ballots.
The law now provides different
methods for correcting a missing
or incorrect ID number.
In fact, the reject rate for mailin ballots in Comal County’s most
recent Constitutional election
hovered around 2.5%. That’s quite a
reduction in the number of ballots
that we couldn’t process and was
largely due to the number of voters
who were notified of their ballots’
continued on page 11

Continued from page 10
defect, who then took the time to
correct the mistake.
The EVBB begins their process
by diligently counting our ballot
envelopes to be certain we have the
same number the Elections Administrator stated they gave us. When
that count is verified, the EVBB
team continues the process by
carefully opening the flap on each
carrier envelope to check for the
required IDs.
If there is a ‘defect’ or problem with the IDs or signatures,
the EVBB immediately attempts
to contact the voter by phone if a
number is provided. Also, a letter is
mailed to the voter describing the
‘defect’ and giving the voter instruc-

the status of their ballot by
mail application or ballot as
well as correct most of the
mistakes.

tions on how to fix the issue. There
are four methods for voters to cure
their ballots. They can:

1
2
3

go in person to the Comal
County Elections office and
fill out the form with their
correct information.
mail the form that was sent
to them back to the Elections office with the correct
information.
use the Ballot by Mail
Tracker online at ComalVotes.com and select “Ballot
by Mail Tracker” to correct
most of the issues with their
ballots. The Ballot by Mail
Tracker is a new tool that
can be found on the Secretary of State’s website to
allow a mail voter to track

4

cast a provisional ballot in
person – either during early
voting or on Election Day –
at any of the county’s polling
places.

The goal of the EVBB has always been to ensure that every valid ballot is counted...and it still is!
Over the next few election cycles,
we hope that we can successfully
educate the voters who vote by mail
in Comal County so our defects
will be further reduced while we
continue to do our part in ensuring
the integrity of our elections.

Join Canyon Lake Republican Women
At our June Business Meeting
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 • 10 am

Guest Speaker will be
Constitutional Conservative

George Rodriguez
“El Conservador”

Lakeside Golf Club

405 Watts Lane, Canyon Lake, Texas

Snacks and drinks will be provided by the Hospitality Committee
9:30 am Meet & Greet • 10 am Program
www.canyonlakerw.com
June 2022
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CLRW Awards &Achievements

Look at us!

by Patti Johnson
Awards and Achievements

Ten Most Outstanding TFRW
Patti Johnson, 2007
Belinda Frisk, 2013
Jennifer Lambert, 2017
Cindy Payne, 2021

Members Recognized for Highest
Number of Volunteer Hours
in the State:

S

ometimes we need to look
back at our accomplishments
to see what we have done. CLRW’s
list of awards and achievements is
impressive. We can look at it with
pride for the many hours that our
members have worked to earn
them.

Lisa Roper, 2nd Highest Number in
TFRW – 2012-2013

TFRW Achievement Award
1977, 1981, 1983, 1985, 1989, 1991,
1993, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2003,
2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015,
2017, 2019, 2021

Increased Membership by 10% –
2007

Americanism Award – 2015
Campaign Activities Award

2005, 2007, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021

Most Volunteer Hours Award
Awarded by club size. CLRW is
“Jumbo” – 100-200 members.
2005, 2011, 2013, 2019, 2021

Most State Hours– 3rd qtr. - 2020
Most State Hours

in Jumbo Class: 1st quarter - 2022

Best Newsletter

in Jumbo Class - 2019, 2021

TXDOT
Adopt a Highway Award – 1997
National Student Leadership
Conference – 2002
Ft. Sam Houston – Operation
Enduring Freedom – 2004
US Army Operation
Iraqi Freedom III – 2006

Sonja Heldt Harris, 3rd Highest
Number in TFRW – 2012-2013

David Dewhurst
Campaign Hours Contest –

Janet Blum – 2016-2018

Republican Party
of Comal County
Volunteer of The Year

Greater San Antonio Council of
TFRW Women President

National Federation
Texas Federation
of Republican Women
of Republican Women
Diamond Club
Membership – 1977

Certificates of Recognition

Achievement Award
(Highest Level)–

1977, 1981, 1989, 1997, 1999, 2001,
2003, 2005, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2013,
2015, 2017, 2019, 2021

Gold Club Achievement Award –
1983, 1985, 1991, 1993, 1995

Outstanding Achievement for
Membership – 1995
Barbara Bush Literacy Month –
2005, 2006

Caring for America Award –
1977, 2011, 2015

Caring for America

Honorable Mention – 2007

Winner of National
Caring for America Award – 2011
Caring For America
Achievement Award –
1977, 2011, 2015, 2019, 2021

Caring For America
Honorable Mention – 2007
June 2022
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Won $1,000 – 2009

Senatorial District 25, selected
each biennium prior to Republican
State Convention by the State Republican Executive Committee –
Sonja Heldt Harris - 2012-2013
Patti Johnson - 2006-2007

CLRW Members Elected Comal
County Republican
Party Chairman –
Sue Piner, Ruth Pharis

Fisher House

dedicated an apartment door in
CLRW's name for
Continued Service and
Commitment to this Cause

Tye Preston Public Library

Political Science Section named for
Dedication of CLRW
Keep up the hard work, ladies,
as we continue to fight to keep
Texas Red! Remember to record
the hours you devote to Republican causes each month and report
them on our website!

Homeland
Security
A history lesson
V

ladimir Vladimirovich
Putin was born on October 7,1952. He was born a Libra
and in the Chinese year of the
Water Dragon. Elizabeth II was
crowned Queen of Britain, and
Patrick Swayze was born the same
year.

Putin was born in Leningrad
(now known as Saint Petersburg.)
He studied law at Leningrad State
University and graduated in 1975.
He rose to the rank of LTC as a
KGB foreign intelligence officer. In
1996, he joined President Yeltsin
and was appointed director of the
Federal Security Service (FSB) and
secretary of the Security Council.
Later, in August 1999, he became prime minister. When Yeltsin
resigned, he appointed Putin as
acting president. Putin was then
elected president in 2000 and was
re-elected in 2004. During his first
term as president, he led Russia
to victory in the Second Chechen
War.
Since the Russian constitution
limits the presidency to two consecutive terms, Dmitry Medvedev
appointed Putin as prime minister
from 2008 to 2012. Putin was later
elected to the presidency in 2012
and again in 2018. During his third
term as president, he launched a
military incursion into Ukraine
and annexed Crimea. In April
2021, he signed into law a constitutional amendment allowing him to
run for reelection two more times,
extending his presidency to 2036.
Currently, during his fourth
term as president, he ordered a fullscale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
Under his leadership, Russia has
shifted to authoritarianism. Putin

by Chrystina Power
Americanism &
Homeland Security Chair

jails or represses political opponents, while intimidating the free
press and subduing free and fair
elections.

So, what is Putin’s reasoning to
invade Ukraine?
Putin feels Russia has lost
power and influence since the 1991
breakup of the Soviet Union and
Russia. This was a slap in the face
to Mother Russia. Ukraine declared
its independence in 1991 and is
successfully restructuring the country to be democratic; this set a bad
example for the Russian people,
who also want a more democratic
country.

Is the invasion tied to the annexation of Crimea?

This war began after Ukraine’s
Revolution of Dignity (Euromaidan) in 2013-14. Citizens of
Ukraine rebelled; they wanted a
better relationship with Europe.
Viktor Yanukovych asked Russia for help to quell the rebellion,
which led to him being ousted
from the presidency.
Russia supplied troops, mercenaries and resources to support a
militant minority of pro-Russian
separatists in the cities of Donetsk
and Luhansk, bringing about the
illegal annexing of Crimea. Since
2014, fighting in the Donbas region
has claimed the lives of 14,000
Ukrainians.
Crimea, as part of Ukraine, had
a slight majority of Russians at the
time of the breakup, and 55% of the
peninsula’s population voted for
independence from Russia.
Putin began a stealthy and
armed uprising in the Donbas, believing he could shake the unity of
June 2022
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the Ukrainian people to break from
Kyiv and join the Russian Federation to become the “New Russia.”
Due to his failure, force is being
used on a massive scale to achieve
his objectives.

Why do Putin and his inner
circle say Ukraine isn’t a real country?
For four centuries, Russia has
tried to take and subdue Ukraine.
Invasions, genocidal famine, imprisonment and execution have
been used on anyone who challenged Russian dominance.

Putin believes the “modern
Ukraine was created by Russia.” This
attitude comes from his deep-rooted feelings of Russian superiority
and resentment toward Ukrainians
who continue to assert themselves
as a separate nation.

Is this a renewal of the Cold
War or War?

The Cold War ran from 1947
to 1991. It was an ideological battle
between capitalism and communism. Yes, this is war!
Putin’s perception of western
democracies is weak, therefore
making it an opportunity to launch
a full-scale military exploitation.
It is a full military assault in the
air, by sea and on land, with cyber-attacks and propaganda being
disseminated through social media.
This is a war in both the traditional
and modern senses.

CLRW
Media
Political
Activities
It's time to get to work!

by Carrie Hynes
Social Media &Webmaster

by Sharon Monge
Political Activities

2022

is the year when
we decide how
our school boards, our cities, our
counties and our state will be
governed for the next two to four
years. At this point, all the primaries have been held, and soon the
runoffs will finally decide the candidates whose names will appear
on our Republican ballots in November. Now, as Republican women, we must continue to be diligent
to Get Out The Vote (GOTV) in
November.
The Republican State Convention will be held in Houston at the
George R. Brown Convention
Center from June 16 to June 18,
2022. Comal County is sending
90 delegates and 50 alternates to
the largest State Convention in the
United States. At that convention,
the delegates and alternates will
elect the RPT Chair, the Vice-Chair
and the SREC representatives. In
addition, they will determine the
resolutions which will be voted
on at the State Convention and,
if passed, will become part of the
Texas GOP Platform.

Many people do not understand the importance of the business that takes place at the Texas
State Convention. It is FUN, but
it is also extremely important!!
You will meet the people who hold
statewide offices, the people who
head up many of the clubs in the
State of Texas and friends you may
not have seen for some time. If you
want to enjoy yourself, network
and be more involved in the political scene, then the Texas State
Convention is the place to be!!
You will come back from the
State Convention with a spring in
your step, a song in your heart and
many, many creative ideas to make
sure we Get Out The Vote in November.

If you are a precinct chair,
connect with supporters in your
precinct, locate and register unregistered voters, phone bank to those
who have not yet voted, make available to the older population a ballot
by mail, and offer rides to the polls
to those who need transportation.
If you are not a precinct chair,
contact your precinct chair (you
can get a precinct list from Sue
Piner at the Comal County Republican Party headquarters) and
offer to help the precinct chair with
the work that needs to be done in
your precinct.

We Must Keep Texas and
Comal County RED!

Let's go ladies!
June 2022
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C

urrently, we are adding
and making changes
to pages on the Canyon Lake
Republican Women’s website
including awards, a new calendar
and an updated Members Only
page with password protection.
(Please contact Jeanne Slupik or
me for the password.)
The traffic through www.canyonlakerw.com continues to increase. Multiple weekly posts and
visitors ensure that our message
is getting through. Pass along the
link to your friends and family.
Please keep the photos coming.
We will be posting several times
a week.
If you have a suggestion
for the website or anything you
would like to see on Facebook,
just let me know.
There was a postcard and
wine “party” on May 9. Members
who attended sent out over 1000
postcards to Republicans who
are interested but not yet registered to vote. It is so important to
spread the word and urge people
to get out there and vote. KEEP
TEXAS RED!
Feel free to contact me at
carrie.hynes1413@gmail.com or
626.525.2620.

CLRW
FUNdraiser
Save the date for...
Texas Proud/Texas Strong!

Grab your calendar and circle
September 17. It’s the can’t-miss
event of the year!

The New Braunfels Civic Center will come alive with cowboys
and cowgirls from all over the State
of Texas. Canyon Lake Republican
Women are excited to once again
invite you to one of the most fun
nights of the year. It’s our 30th annual Fish Fry FUNdraiser, and oh,
have we grown!
Our ladies and gents do not
disappoint. Plans are already
moving forward for our big night.
Everyone will saddle up, leave
their homes and come to the New
Braunfels Civic Center Ranch for
a fabulous night. There will be a
delicious catfish dinner, amazing
desserts and, of course, the saloon
will be open. From vintage western wear to modern…you will not

want to be left out of the costume
contest.

We have discovered some of the
newest and most exciting talent on
this side of the Guadalupe River
(move over Whitewater)! It is sure
to be a crowd pleaser this year.
Your kids will also enjoy the show,
so bring them!
Our Club works extremely hard
to get strong, qualified conservative Republicans elected to office.
But that’s not all. Canyon Lake
Republican Women give a lot of
volunteer time and effort to many
other entities around the lake area
and in Comal County, including
scholarships for graduates from
Canyon Lake High School or Memorial Early College High School.
We cannot be successful without
your help. Plan on attending and
bringing lots of friends. Our event
sells out quickly, so purchase your

Hospitality
Bring a Rum Cake!

by Janet Blum
Hospitality

Marsha Cooper (1st VP) has
generously provided a recipe for
her favorite Rum Cake.

cake

“A party without
is really
just a meeting.”

Julia Child

by Carolyn Besselman
3rd VP – Fundraising
and Maria Seiler
Assistant

Ingredients:
1 cup chopped pecans
1 pkg. yellow cake mix (18 1/2 oz)
1 pkg. vanilla instant pudding (3 ¾
oz)
4 eggs
½ cup cold water
½ cup vegetable oil
½ cup dark rum *
* (I prefer ¼ cup dark rum and ¼
cup gold rum for a smoother taste.)
Glaze:
¼ lb. butter

June 2022
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tickets early. They can be bought
on our website: canyonlakerw.com
or email me at carolynb44414@
gmail.com.
If you would like a reserved
table, you had better purchase it before June 30. See our flyer for more
details.
OK, partner, the next step is
up to you. Make your reservations
now, and let’s work to keep Texas
Proud, Texas Strong and RED!
¼ cup water
1 cup granulated sugar
½ cup dark rum *
Directions:

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. Grease
and flour 10” tube or 12-cup Bundt
pan. Sprinkle nuts over bottom of pan.
Mix all cake ingredients together. Pour
batter over nuts. Bake 1 hour. Cool
15-20 minutes, then turn onto cooling
rack.
When completely cool, return cake to
pan. Poke holes throughout cake using
a long skewer. Spoon the glaze evenly
over cake so it flows into holes. Cover
cake in pan with plastic wrap and store
in refrigerator for 1-3 days. This allows
the rum to permeate the cake.
To Make the Glaze: Melt butter in
saucepan. Stir in water and sugar. Boil
5 minutes, stirring constantly. Remove
from heat. Stir in rum slowly as it will
expand when it meets the boiling liquid.

June 2022
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All about Helping
with
Voting
Election Clerks
W

e receive questions from
many new members
asking, “How can I be involved?”
Being an Election Clerk is an excellent way to assist the Republican
Party and the entire voting community.

Whether Partisan or Non-Partisan, the role of the election clerk
is the same:

1

Check in each voter and
verify voter information.

2

Provide each qualified

Comal County has 126,866
voter a unique 5-digit
registered voters, with more voters
code to generate the readded every day. There are two
quested ballot style.
major elections, each held every
two years, the Gubernatorial and
Presidential. Additionally, there
Manage the flow of voter
are non-partisan elections that
traffic from each checkare usually held separately. These
in station to the voting
include
machine.
city
officials,
The next Election is
school
Assist voters
board,
at a voting
water
machine, if
districts
required.
Early Voting begins
and
bond
Monday, October 24
Monitor voters
issues.

3

Tuesday, November 8, 2022.

4

and ends

5

For
Friday, October
Partisan
elections, the Comal County Elections Office develops the location
of Vote Centers throughout the
County (usually about 25 VCs) and
confirms these with both political
party chairpersons.
For Non-Partisan elections, the
Vote Centers are agreed to by the
entity calling for an election.
Each Partisan and Non-Partisan election requires persons to
staff all applicable Vote Centers
with a judge, alternate judge and
clerks. This includes the period
of early voting and Election Day
voting.

by Susan Walker

28.

Set up and
take down of
the equipment
before and/or
after the election.

the Republican judges, and the

All clerks and judges working
Election Day, must commit to
working at least one day/shift
of early voting to help hone
your skills.

Your final duty is to verify your
time sheet is correct and signed by
the judge, as you do receive a stipend of $10 per hour while serving
as a clerk.
June 2022

The next election is Tuesday,
November 8, 2022. Early Voting
begins Monday, October 24 and
ends Friday, October 28. All clerks
and judges working Election Day,
must commit to working at least
one day/shift of early voting to help
hone your skills.

leaving the voting machines
The Comal County Republiand guide them can Party is developing a directory of election clerks and judges
to the scanner
to cast the vote. to serve as a resource to both

Other duties may include:

6

The Comal County Elections
Office provides clerks (and judges)
with classroom training, and the
judge will help reinforce your training on the job. Additionally, the
judge is responsible for handling
unusual or tricky issues, and the
clerk is only expected to oversee,
straightforward, election check-in
procedures.
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Comal Count Elections Office.
To be on the list, please contact
CCGOP Vice Chair, Susan Walker,
at ccgrpinfo@gmail.com or call
830.237.6775.

Members Out &About

by Maria Seiler

T

he Lincoln Reagan Dinner was recently hosted
by Cassie Dyson and Bob Parks
with the Hays County Republican
Party on Monday, April 25.
The dinner is an annual celebration and fundraiser held by
many state and county Republican
organizations across the United

Comal County Republican Chair Sue Piner, Carolyn Besselman, Patrick Seiler,
Patti Johnson,Vicky Highfield and Maria Seiler

COVID-19. She’s spoken
out about the violence at
the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2022. She is also
ProLife, signing numerous
bills restricting abortion
in South Dakota, and she
has signed a bill into law
abolishing South Dakota’s
Patti Johnson and TFRW District Director Sylvia Gartner permit requirement to carry a concealed handgun.
States. It is named after Abraham
The dinner was very well
Lincoln, the first Republican presi- attended with at least 800 guests. It
dent of the United States, who was was a true honor to attend!
responsible for founding our party.
In recent years, the event has
been renamed in many locations
across the country to include Ronald Reagan’s name to honor and
recognize him as well.
This year, the featured speaker
was Kristi Noem, the 33rd governor of South Dakota. She is the
first female governor of South
Dakota and has been a strong
ally of former President Donald
Trump. She has been critical of
Dr. Anthony Fauci and President
Joe Biden’s policies regarding

Jeannie Slupik and Cat Parks

Maria and Patrick Seiler
at Comal County Republican Convention
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Members Out &About
I

love that Comal County has
so many wonderful nonprofits and other organizations that do
amazing work within the county.
The 100 Club of
Comal County touches my
heart. Patti
Johnson, Jerry
Besselman and
I are so honored
to serve on its
board of directors.

by Belinda Frisk

individuals, funds are used to assist
the surviving spouse and children.
In the case of line-of-duty
death, the surviving beneficiary

In the summer of 2001,
just less than a
year after the
tragic death of
DPS Trooper
Randy Vetter, a
group of concerned citizens
founded the
100 Club of
Comal CounShawna Bantis, Administrative Assistant; Jeffrey Kahanek, Battalion
ty, Inc., a 501
Chief; Robert Mikel, Fire Chief; Angela Hemphill, Chief Financial Officer;
C (3) nonprofit
Lt. David Keenum and Casey Mainz, Engineer
organization
dedicated to the support of famwill receive $10,000 within 24-48
ilies of public safety providers/
hours to provide them with fundfirst responders who are killed or
ing for their immediate financial
injured in the line of duty in Comal burden. Additionally, there is a
County.
$50,000 insurance
The club is run by an all-volun- policy in place
which has proviteer staff consisting of 21 directors
sions for a variety
and 17 advisory directors. Each
of injuries that
contributor donates $100 or more
may occur in the
to this nonprofit organization
line of duty to any
annually. The fund is primarily
first responder or
utilized when a law enforcement
their support staff.
officer (career or reserve), jail officer, firefighter (career or volunteer)
or paramedic/EMT first responder
(career or volunteer) is killed or
injured in the line of duty. When a
tragedy takes the life of one of these

At the annual
dinner this year,
Angela Hemphill
of Canyon Lake
Fire/EMS was choJune 2022

sen as First Responder of the Year.
She serves as the Chief Financial
Officer and is responsible for the
human resources functions of the
department. She is also a certified
paramedic.
Through 2020 and 2021, Angela volunteered for multiple shifts on
a CLF/EMS ambulance – in addition to her already busy workload
as CFO. She took on these extra responsibilities to decrease the stress
and workload of the medics and
ensure that the department could
continue to provide high-quality
emergency medical care to the
community.
Angela’s willingness to share
in the sacrifices made by members
of the CLF/EMS team during the
pandemic demonstrates her loyalty
to the department, its members and
the community. She is a well-respected member of the team and
a leader in the field. These are the
reasons that Robert Mikel II, Fire
Chief for Canyon Lake Fire/EMS,
nominated Angela, and the 100
Club of Comal County honored
her at the annual dinner.

Top: Carolyn Besselman, Karen Baker, Jeanne Slupik, Bernice
Woolsey, Janet Blum; Bottom: Melinda Rapp and Becky Swindal
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Time...
for an honest discussion
I

n the late 1960s, I was a
Division 1 college athlete.
I played a contact sport where
controlled violence unified all the
risks and rewards of physical confrontation and character building.
I learned that an athlete’s spirit is
forged in the fires of adversity. I
expected that each contest would
be decided on a level playing field.
I accepted the proposition that all
competitors risk equally becoming the victor or the vanquished.
Defining fairness in sports is not an
intellectual exercise. Equal opportunity to succeed or fail is the essence of every competitive sporting
event.
In those days, men’s and
women’s sports were separated by
biological sex, not gender identity.
Things have changed. Is that in the
best interests of female athletes?
This question recently played
out in real-time. Transgender women are positioned to change women’s sports as we know them. That’s
not because they are transgender
per se; it’s for the same reason
high school athletes don’t compete
against middle school athletes. It is
both unfair and harmful.
Lia Thomas swims on the University of Pennsylvania’s women’s
swim team. He previously swam for
the same university’s men’s swim
team. As a male swimmer, he was
ranked #462. As a transgender
swimmer, he is #1. These statistics
suggest that Thomas has more than
a slight advantage being a biological male competing against biological females. He recently dominated

the events he competed in during
the Ivy League Swimming and
Diving Championships. Likely,
he throttled back his effort at the
NCAA Swimming and Diving
Championships. He finished last
in the 100-meter freestyle event
and fifth in the 200-meter freestyle
event (in which he was favored to
win) after setting a program record
in the 500-meter freestyle.
The only thing worse than
cheating to win in sports is intentionally letting your competitor win
through diminished effort during
competition. That is a humiliating
and disgraceful insult to any competitive athlete.

Ignoring biological
sex to embrace gender
identity promotes an environment of competitive
inequality.
Thomas is an exceptional transgender talent who has changed the
world of women’s aquatic sports. I
believe that all transgender people
have every right to live their lives
authentically.
God expects us to love others
as we love ourselves. I don’t mean
to be antagonistic regarding pronouns, although I can see it coming
across that way, especially in our
hypersensitive ‘woke’ culture. I
would consider my lack of pronoun
selection as being driven by a couJune 2022
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by Ron Frisk, CLRW Associate Member,
Guest Columnist & American Patriot

ple of things, one being disrespect
for those who would affect the
lives of others with total disregard.
Destroying the hopes and dreams
of biological female athletes for
Thomas to live an ‘authentic life’ is
not fair. Thomas could live authentically outside the world of sports,
where he has biological females
at an extreme disadvantage. That
would signal tolerance and understanding for biological women,
which would honor their trying to
live their lives as THEY choose.
While the bio-mechanical
injustice is evident, that’s not my
only issue with preferred pronouns.
I cannot pretend that a man is a
woman any more than I can pretend that a woman is a man. I am
not compelled to use someone’s
preferred pronouns driven by their
gender identity. For one thing, it’s
neither reasonable nor realistic
for the rest of us to be expected to
figure out what those politically
correct Personal Gender Pronouns
(PGP) are. I’ve seen lists of pronouns accompanied by guidance
on apologizing after using the
wrong pronoun. I’m sorry, but life’s
just too short to play that guessing
game at my age.
continued on page 21

Continued from page 20

our country. It’s unjust that they
are denied the same protection and
equal opportunity elsewhere.

The NCAA and USA Swimming agreed that strict adherence
I believe Thomas is happier
to lower testosterone levels for
now as transgender. But that is
biological men competing as translittle consolation for the hardworkgender athletes against biological
ing biological females who were
women should be enforced. This
left behind in the Ivy League and
is their feeble attempt to restore
NCAA Championships, many havcompetitive parity between the
ing worked all their lives to have a
biological sexes. This makes no
chance to become a champion on a
sense. Women are not men with
level playing field.
low testosterone. Does a man
rewind to prepubescence when
you lower his testosterone?
I cannot accept that it
Does retaining his height, broad
is okay to treat all bioshoulders, aerobic capacity, and
skeletal and muscular mass give
logical women athletes as
him an advantage? Why is the
second-class citizens to
maximum allowable testosterone level for transgender female
accommodate a minimal
athletes’ magnitudes higher than
number of transgender
the average testosterone level of
their female competitors by age
athletes.
group?
I hope women get aggressive
in addressing the effect of biological males competing in women’s
sports. I value their opinion on this
issue and their perspective. I don’t
necessarily expect them to share
my view. I’m not sure why this
hasn’t already happened, but I suspect it is the fear of being labeled a
“hater” or transphobic.
There is no reason for female
athletes of any age to fear sharing
their opinions. If you are raising
daughters, please remind them that
they enjoy all rights guaranteed
by our Constitution as American
citizens.
We have, as our neighbors,
some of the best female student-athletes in the state and, in
some cases, the country. In Texas,
their expectations of competing
against other biological females
through public high school is protected by law. The same cannot be
said about all athletic venues across

As an athlete, I understand how
painful and heartbreaking that is
for them. I have never walked onto
a football field or baseball diamond
knowing I had no chance to win it
all. I cannot imagine competing,
knowing that second place was the
best I could hope for. Yet it seems
that the sports world is fine telling biological females competing
against biological males in women’s
sports to take that second-place
trophy and be satisfied with it.
Where is the fairness and tolerance
in that?
My teammates in college all
agreed that “second place was created so losers would feel better about
themselves.” I never knew another
athlete who believed that second
place was noteworthy. I know
this sounds harsh, but that’s how
competitive athletes think. I cannot
accept that it is okay to treat all
biological women athletes as second-class citizens to accommodate
June 2022
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a minimal number of transgender
athletes.
There will be more opportunities to write on this topic as other
transgender people are now dominating biological females in their
sports, i.e., cycling and wrestling.
Wonder why no women try to
compete with biological males in
their sports? Could it be that they
‘get it’ and accept that they are at a
disadvantage in most competitive
venues? We should listen to
what women say before there are
no longer ‘women’s sports.’ I’m
convinced that the people ruling
on how and why biological
males should be competing in
biological women’s sports don’t
have an athletic bone in their
bodies, or they would see what a
disaster they are creating. If they
have never competed in the hyper-competitive environment of
elite sports, they will never understand the monster they are slowly
stitching together.
Should we take a stand for our
daughters and granddaughters?
Our sisters? For all women? This is
not an issue of political correctness
or insincere tolerance. I believe this
is a moral issue.

And if not now, when?

One thing is for
sure; womanhood is
not a social construct.
God has gloriously
defined it in every
woman I know.

Ron Frisk

Meet The WAVE's Team
E

ach quarter, a dedicated team
of four CLRW members,
that comprise the newsletter team,
pour over articles and photos for The
WAVE that are submitted by members of the board and committee
chairs.
Julia Anne Tepera does the
first round of editing and passes
the articles to Karen Hobson who
specifically looks for technical and
content errors. Barbara Knight then

places the articles and photos into a
layout that is attractive, readable and
does further editing to make it all fit.
The proof version is distributed to all
who contributed articles and Diane
Schaule does the final masterful job of
finding errors that no one else finds!
One of the goals of the newsletter
team is for readers to get to know others in CLRW. We thought we would
start with ourselves and then do new
members!

Karen Hobson

Julia Anne Tepera
I was born
in Santo Domingo and was
raised outside
of Pittsburgh. I
hold dual citizenship in the
United States
and the Dominican Republic. I
have spent most of my life in the U.S.,
with a few years in Costa Rica and the
Dominican Republic when I was in
my 20s. Those experiences instilled in
me a fierce love of traveling, languages,
different cultures and an appreciation
for the life we enjoy living here in a
democracy.
My husband Dennis and I have
two delightful children, Ryan and
Marissa. Both are in their early 30s
and are married. Marrisa is married to
an Air Force pilot, recently moved to
New Mexico and has a beautiful oneyear-old daughter. After seven years
in the MLB, Ryan signed with the Los
Angeles Angels as a relief pitcher and
just announced that his family will be
expanding later this year.
I enjoy studying Italian, watercolor painting, traveling, reading both
English and Spanish, following Ryan's
career and visiting our granddaughter.
Before retirement, I taught English
as a Second Language, worked as a
secretary and proofreader and served
as Director of a Chamber of Commerce.

I was
raised in
Ennis, TX, a
small town
south of Dallas. I graduated from Baylor University
with a BBA in
Business Education. I met my husband John when
we were enrolled in the same statistics
class. We married three months after
graduation and moved to Houston,
where we lived for 39 years. We have

Diane Schaule

I retired to
Canyon Lake
in 2004 after 30
years of service
as a Supervisory
Management
Analyst with the
Department
of the Army,
the last 20 of
which were in
the Pentagon. My United States Air
Force husband also retired in 2004
with 31 years of active duty service.
We moved to Canyon Lake
from Alexandria, VA not knowing a
single person! I got immersed in the
community, joining the Pilot Club
and Texas Master Naturalists, and
the Architectural Control Committee
June 2022
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by Barbara Knight
Newsletter

two daughters, one son and a wonderful grandson, Wyatt, who was born
last October.
My first jobs were in advertising
agencies, where proofreading skills
were very important. I secured my real
estate sales license and worked in the
Relocation department in two Houston realty offices. We were long-time
members of conservative organizations such as King Street Patriots and
True the Vote.
We built our home in Canyon
Lake in 2011 and moved here after
John retired in 2013. I’ve been a member of CLRW since 2015 and have
served in a variety of positions, including: 1st VP, Legislative Chair and Chair
of the Desserts & Bakery at our annual FUNdraiser. We are active members
of the Republican Club of Comal
County. I previously served as Secretary of the Comal County Republican
Party for two years. Currently, I serve
as the Republican judge of the Early Voting Ballot Board. John and I
are volunteers at the SHARE Center
(pregnancy/education help center) in
Spring Branch and we are members of
the Bulverde Baptist Church.
in my subdivision, while still serving
on the Civilian Personnel Panel of
the Association of the United States
Army in Virginia. My involvement
grew from there to CLRW, Lions,
NARFE, CRRC Board President,
Garden Club, and more recently, the
Canyon Lake Art Guild.
After the COVID lockdown, I
narrowed down my activities to a
select few, among them CLRW.
I have a Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Management. My 42-yearold son lives in Virginia. My 46-yearold stepson, wife and our three
grandchildren (a junior in high school
and 6-year-old twin boys) live in
Burleson, TX.

In the next WAVE, you will read
about Barbara Knight.

Official's Corner
T

by Sheriff Mark Reynolds

Sheriff's Official UPDATE

he Comal County Sheriff ’s Office opened the new
582-bed jail, located at 3000 IH
35 South, New Braunfels, TX, in
September 2020. Operationally, the
new facility is working great and
the old jail has been decommissioned.
We
also
began
accepting
out-ofcounty
inmates
from Hays, Coryell and Bell Counties. We are averaging 75 to 82% capacity with 85 to125 out-of-county
inmates. Comal County recovers
$85 per day per out-of-county
inmate. In nine months, the county
has recovered what it spent over the
2 to 2 ½ years by housing inmates
while the jail was being built.
The Sheriff ’s Office (Walter
Fellers Law Enforcement Center)
began the interior/exterior remodel
upon the decommissioning of the
old jail. The remaining Sheriff ’s
Office personnel were temporarily
relocated wherever space could be
found beginning in April 2021.

Sheriff ’s Office personnel will be
housed in the same location. This
will enable us to provide better
services to the citizens of Comal
County.
We have been working on a
P25-compliant new, upgraded radio system as well as new Computer-Aided
Dispatch
(CAD)
and
Report
Management
System
(RMS).
The new radio system will replace
a dated two-channel radio with
a 6-tower/6-repeater system that
allows for multiple talk-groups
(multiple agencies that the Sheriff ’s
Office dispatches for).
This will allow the Sheriff ’s Office to serve the citizens of Comal
County better and faster, as well
as leaving space for future growth.
This project is due to come online
the latter part of 2022.

The building was then completely gutted, with only the original foundation and tilt walls remaining. The Phase I portion of the
Sheriff ’s Office is set to be completed in May 2022 and Phase II (the
new back parking lot) is set to be
completed in June or July of 2022.
The renovated Sheriff ’s Office
will allow for future growth; and
for the first time in a long time, all
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The new CAD/RMS systems
eliminate unnecessary duplication
and redundant work and will provide quicker dispatch and response
times. The CAD and RMS systems
are projected to go live sometime in
June 2022.
I extend an invitation to the
Canyon Lake Republican Women to tour the new office once we
are fully moved in. Comal County
will be conducting a Ribbon Cutting at some point in the future for
the Landa Building, Courthouse
Annex as well as the new jail and
renovated Sheriff ’s Office.

2022 Executive Board

What’s
What’s Happening
Happening

President.....................................Jeanne Slupik

May 24 – ELECTION DAY

1st VP – Programs..................... Marsha Cooper

June 6 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting -

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events... Paula Schuldheisz

TPML - 1 pm

2nd VP – Membership.................. Brenda Potter

June 7 – New Member Orientation - Fischer Store

3rd VP – Fundraising............ Carolyn Besselman
Recording Secretary...................... Beth Bready
Corresponding Secretary...........Rebecca Garrett
PAC Treasurer................................Cindy Payne
Past Pres/Parliamentarian...... Carolyn Besselman

Standing Committees

Americanism & Homeland Sec... Chrystina Power
Awards/Achievements.................... Patti Johnson
Political Activities........................Sharon Monge

Community Center - 12400 FM 32 - 2 to 4 pm

June 15 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - George Rodriguez, Guest Speaker

July 4 – July 4th PARADE - Startzville - 10 am
July 11 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting -

TPML - 1 pm

July 20 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Lakeside
Golf Club, Startzville - 9:30 am - Robyn Stewart, Manager of the Fisher House, Guest Speaker

Aug 8 – CLRW Executive Board Meeting - TPML
- 1 pm

Caring for America...................... Brenda Potter
Community Engagement &
Community Relations................... Diane Schaule
Legislation..................................Karen Hobson
Newsletter & Historian............... Barbara Knight
Political Action & Publicity............ Belinda Frisk

Get ready
ready to
to
Get
‘saddle up’
up’
‘saddle

Social/Hospitality............................. Janet Blum

CL

Social Media & Webmaster.............Carrie Hynes

Special Committees

RW

PROUD
STRONG

Armed Forces...............................Melinda Rapp
Bylaws............................................ Janet Blum
Freedom Walk...........................Nicole Bardwell
Scholarships............................... Ruth Diamond

Representatives

GSAC................Marsha Cooper & Melinda Rapp
State Republican Executive Committee
.................................. Kris Coons & Chris Byrd
Deputy Director TFRW................Sylvia Gartner

September 17, 2022
It's going to be a Texas night to remember!

The WAVE is a great tool to forward to friends that you think
might be interested in joining a Republican Club. It is a perfect
way to learn about what CLRW does and how we are an active and
influential club. Feel free to send this newsletter!

The WAVE is the Official Publication of the Canyon Lake Republican Women. Political Advertising Paid For By Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC., Cindy Payne,
Treasurer. Not endorsed by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Opinions expressed in articles printed are not necessarily the opinions of CLRW.
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