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President’s Message

I

had planned to talk about
the reasons I am proud of
being a Conservative and a Republican. But I find myself thinking of
how sad it must be to be a Liberal.
Since the day after Donald John
Trump was elected President, we
have seen the anger and frustration
of Hillary Clinton’s supporters who
still can’t come to terms with her
loss. Their protests and riots were
like children’s temper tantrums.
In fact, in the infamous speech
prior to election day, in which she
referred to Trump supporters as
a “basket of deplorables,” Hillary
was demonstrating anger as well as
disdain for Conservatives.
Many entertainers and nearly
all the media are still filled with
rage against Donald Trump and his
2016 victory. Everything President
Trump says or does is met with
hostility and name-calling. And
why? Many of those same people
were associates, or even ‘friends’
in years past. But Donald Trump
dared to break rank and go against
the so-called ‘Progressives;’ he had
a vision for America, and he told
us he could “Make America Great
Again,” when their policies had
worked to weaken America.
We placed our trust in that
promise, and he is keeping that
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promise: job creation, support for
the military, fighting for the unborn, upholding our Judeo-Christian beliefs, and trying to secure
our borders. President Trump
demonstrates the Conservative
belief in “Faith, Family, and Freedom.”
Liberals mock us for our
old-fashioned values, but without
those values, their lives are empty and they are unhappy. It was
on those principles America was
founded. I pray we continue to
uphold them. So, I suppose I DID
write about being a proud Conservative!

Marsha Cooper

Get informed
about upcoming
propositions!!
comalcountyrepublicanclub.com

Legislative Report
Census:

by Carolyn Besselman,
Legislative Chairman

Update – July 2019

O

fficials in Texas have decided not to spend any money
or make plans for a statewide census.
That means Federal dollars are at
risk. Texas is experiencing massive
population growth and has been for
the last 10 years. Business leaders and
nonprofit groups are having to step in
to provide the funding to conduct a
census in the state.
Many states are spending millions in order to get a better count of
their residents. For example, California is spending $154 million. The
outcome of the 2020 census will lead
to more representatives and more
federal dollars for states that can
demonstrate population increases
since 2010.
Legislative measures failed for a
statewide census that could have ensured millions in increased revenues
for Texas.
Texas could increase its Congressional seats by three or four by con-

ducting a census. Texas is also going
to lose money for education. Now, the
state is having to rely on local governments to step up. Cities in the state
will have to fund the census and rely
on tax assessors and voter registrars.
The large cities of Houston, Dallas,
San Antonio, and Austin have already
begun to gear up to supplement where
the state left off. A big problem is that
rural areas probably won’t be counted.
Opioid Crisis:
The President has signed the
Opioid Abuse Initiative that will help
to stop the over prescribing of Opioids
by 1/3 over a three-year period. In
2016, over 2 million Americans had
an addiction to prescription pills and
illicit opioids.
Border Wall:
A 4.6 billion dollar bipartisan bill
passed with the President’s approval. It
provided more money for border security that includes cameras, detention
centers, patrols, etc.

There is still a battle for funds for
the wall. However, the "Go Fund Me"
account, set up by Brian Kolfage, is
still going strong. Brian is a triple amputee war vet, who set up an account
so that individuals could donate to
help build the wall. I have kept up
with this page over the last year and
the money has already built seven to
eight miles of the wall near the New
Mexico border and the Texas Rio
Grande Valley.
Final thought:
We MUST get everyone we know
to understand that if we do not get
out and vote on November 3, 2020,
we will wake up the next morning to
a Socialistic Government taking over
and the end of America as we have
known it.

CLRW Marketing Committee Report
T
?
Let me
?
tell
?
?
you!
?

he Board and membership
of CLRW recently heard
plans and saw collateral pieces to
publicize its events presented by Barbara Knight, chair of the Marketing
Committee.

At the July meeting, the logo design for Freedom Walk was unveiled
that will be used on neighborhood
bulletin boards and on full page fliers
and vinyl banners. The hope is that
a consistent, cohesive identity for
Freedom Walk will bring recognition and increase attendance at the
yearly event. (The logo design can be
viewed on page 8 in this newsletter.)

In addition,
bookmarks with
quotes from
former US
presidents were
designed for use
by the Caring for
America program in
middle school. Bookmarks will also
be provided at the front desk of the
Tye Preston Memorial Library.
And, lapel buttons will be
distributed to members at upcoming meetings to create interest as to
what the button means. Members are
encouraged to wear their buttons to
engage others in conversations about
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ASK
ME!

voting, voter registration, attending
events such as the Freedom Walk,
CLRW's Fish Fry FUNdraiser, and
other club events.

O

June & July Meeting Recaps

n June 19, CLRW welcomed
Mikael Garcia as their guest
speaker. He informed the audience
that while in high school he thought
he was a Democrat. His girlfriend at
the time talked about her beliefs and
so he did research on the internet.
After reading for three hours about
socialism, he realized he was a conservative at heart and a Republican.

ine if they took care of everything!" He
feels that it is important for Americans to stay in touch with religious
convictions, and what our founding
fathers believed and put in place in the
Constitution,

Mikael, while working for President George H. W. Bush, heard Nazi
slurs made about him. He stated that if
JFK were alive today, he would be ostracized by Democrats for his famous
quote, "Ask not what your country can
do for you, but what you can do for
your country." He added that Richard
Nixon and Eisenhower would not be
favored either by current Republicans.

Another guest, Melanie Pittman,
made a presentation to the group
asking for donations to the Backpack
Ministry. She explained that their
mission was to provide backpacks
and school supplies to students who
could not afford to purchase them.
In addition to schools supplies at the
beginning of the school year, the Ministry also assembles small sacks of non
perishable food that is discreetly sent
home with students every other week.
Last year, blankets were provided to
the students at Christmas time.

He made an excellent point: "Look
how government screws up stuff – imag-

Members of CLRW were asked
to bring their donations for this cause

to the August meeting. Needed items
include: one-inch white binders with
clear pockets, binder dividers, pens,
pencils, colored pencils, crayons,
markers, Expo markers, glue, composition books, plastic folders with brads,
kleenex, clorox wipes, and underwear
and socks.

The pair
explained that
their fathers are
both guiding
founders of
the group and
the torch is
being passed to
them to serve
as mentors to
current students
enrolled in the
program.
It was
inspiring to
hear these
two young
adults speak
about their
deep convictions
which gave
audience
members a

G

raduates of the Patriot Academy, Leah
Macias and Austin Griesinger,
spoke with great conviction
and passion about the Academy and "Passing and Receiving the Torch of Freedom" at
CLRW's July 17 meeting.
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feeling of hope that not all Millennials
are self-centered and unaware of the
consequences that their actions will
have on the future of society and our
country.
Another upcoming young Republican, Jackson "JT" Green, was
introduced by Jeanne Slupik, chair of
the CLRW's Scholarhship committee

as one of the club's 2019 sholarship
recipients.

O

August Meeting Recap

n August 21st, CLRW
welcomed Texas Railroad
Commissioner Christi Craddick as our
guest speaker. This petite dynamo
is in the forefront of the newest
wave of pragmatic conservatives
moving into leadership roles across
Texas.
Craddick enthusiastically provided statistics that demonstrate
how the state leads the nation in oil
and gas production. She proudly
proclaimed that the US is no longer
dependent upon oil imports from
OPEC, which puts our nation in a
much stronger position politically
and economically.

The states has over 466,000 miles
of intra, inter, and "gathering" lines
that carry oil and gas to plants for

VP Karen Hobson and Christi Craddick

production purposes and to ports for
exporting. In comparison, Mexico has
only 20,000 miles of lines.
Interesting, Texas also has the largest number of wind-powered turbines
that produce energy in the nation. She

related that electricity was produced
by coal when there was no wind for
three days last week. The production
of gas, oil and coal makes up 35
percent of Texas' economy.
During the Obama years,
there were 144 regulations that
governed the agency's oversight of
energy production and conveyance
in the state. With the election of
Donald J. Trump, the number of
regulations was reduced to seven.
Needless to say, this drastic reduction has greatly aided the Commission and allowed for tremendous
growth in the industry.
She began her speech apologizing for not being able to join CLRW
at its recent Membership Luncheon
as she was called upon to escort VP
Pence in W. Texas. She told the group
she was asked to make another field
visit on August 21st but she refused!

National Voter

Registration Day

Donna Holmes presents a book about
President Trump to Roxanna Deane,
TPML Director

September
Meeting
R

epresentative Kyle Biedermann will be the guest
speaker at the September 18th
meeting of Canyon Lake Republican Women.
His informative talk will include firsthand experiences of the

September 24th
Republican Headquarters
265 Landa Street
New Braunfels

11 am – 7 pm
86th Legislative Session, outlining
highlights and disappointments.
This will be no doubt be informative, very interesting, and a meeting
NOT to miss!
Make plans to attend!
August 2019

Page 4

Free Hot dogs & Cold Drinks

Bipartisan Voter
Registration

CLRW in the Community

CLRW

was a recent sponsor of a mini golf fundraiser hosted
by the Friends of Tye Preston
Memorial Library on July 23rd.
The "fifth hole" was actually
two aisles in the library that contained a sign signifying our club's
sponsorship. It was complete with
patriotic cut-outs of President
Abraham Lincoln, the National
Mall, the Capital building, a sign
with the club's logo proudly displaying "Faith, Family and Freedom," and club brochures.

CLRW

's Military Liaison, Melinda
Rapp, along with Jeanne Slupik and
Star Carey, recently made another
shopping trip to
procure needed
items for Fisher
House with funds
generously donated
by club members.
They spent $360 for
needed supplies and
gave the remaining
$325 in donations to
the staff for ongoing
expenses of the facility.
The following was taken from a
letter sent by Fisher House to CLRW
thanking us for our help.
"The residents and staff of the Fisher House would like to thank you for
your generous donation. We are grateful
for your support of our wounded warriors, their families and the families of
the residents who are ill. Your donations
help up provide a home-away-from
-home environment in ways that would
otherwise not be possible.

As you know, quite a few of the soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan are being
treated here at BAMC as well as soldiers
and families who
are under the
care of the medial
staff at BAMC, or
in therapy at Li
Center for the Intrepid. Our Fisher
Houses have been
providing rooms
to the family
members of those
soldiers free of
charge. We have
four houses with a total of fifty-seven
private guest rooms. The Fisher Houses receive most of its funding through
charitable contributions for the upkeep
and operating expenses of the houses.
Your generous contribution will help
keep our houses operating and provide
a "home away from home" quality life
for our residents."
Melinda again thanked CLRW
members for their generosity for this
community project that benefits those
who unselfishly served our country.

T

Carolyn Besselman, Diane
Kunz and Barbara Knight volunteered for two-hour shifts to greet
golfers as they played CLRW's hole.
We encouraged the players and invited them to attend a meeting and
learn about our club.
The Friends of the Library will
use the funds for their projects to
enhance the library experience.
FORE – Playing through!

he Republican
National Committee and Republican
Party of Texas held a "Day
of Action Training" at the
Tye Preston Memorial
Library on July 24.
Joseph Givens, Regional Field Director, presented a slide show listing
high points of President
Trump's accomplishments
since taking office and
items on his 2020 platform.
Joseph then directed his comments to the importance of getting
more individuals to register in order
to be able to vote in 2020. The reAugust 2019
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mainder of his presentation included
how to register potential voters and
suggestions for sending postcards and
sponsoring booths at highly attended
public events, and the importance of
using social media to influence people.

And the parade passed by...

by Julie Cavazos,
Asst. 1st VP – Special Events

A

s 2020 approaches
and the presidential
election hangs in the balance,
we were reminded that Canyon Lake Republican Women
needed to have a presence
representing Republicans at
this year's July 4th parade in
Startzville.
We were blessed with two
trucks, a trailer, and a classic
car to show our Republican
pride and support of President
Trump. And, we also promoted our upcoming September
Fish Fry FUNdraiser!
Glynn Cooper, Jeanne Slupik, Becky Swindal,
Our efforts were a huge
Maggie Carty and Marsha Cooper
success with the crowd of onlookers showing their patriotic
spirit by dressing in red, white and
blue. Many in the crowd yelled out
“Trump 2020!” and “Yea Republican
Women!" And, we saw from many in
the crowd the "thumbs up" sign that
President Trump so often uses. It was
obvious that many of the parade onlookers were Trump supporters!

It was an amazing event for all
who participated. Thankfully the
weather cooperated and was neither
too sunny or hot. The children who
rode on the float kept cool with spray
bottles and had great fun keeping the
adults cool.

Julie Cavazos, in 60s attire, advertised
CLRW's upcoming Fish Fry FUNdraiser

man, Nicole, Taton and Savannah
Besselman, Janet Blum, Maggie Carty,
Camille, Lauren and Julie Cavazos,
Marsha and Glynn Cooper, Jerry Everett and Roman, Barbara Knight, Sloan
Martelli, Ken Reid, Jeanne Slupik,
Becky Swindal, and Mariah and Johanna Williams.
And, did I mention we had fun???

Lauren and Camille Cavazos

Many thanks to the dedicated
volunteers that helped make CLRW's
float, trucks and car look amazing
for the parade. Much hard work and
creativity went into making this event
a success and fun. There was a great
feeling of pride felt by those who participated in this important day in our
country's history.
Volunteers who made it possible
included: Carolyn and Jerry BesselAugust 2019
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Jeanne Slupik, Janet Blum, Maggie Carty,
and Lauren Cavazos

T

Freedom Walk

he 14th annual Freedom Walk
is in the final planning stages!
This is a day when differences are set
aside and kindred solidarity rules. Politics and campaigning are prohibited
and replaced with unity, brotherhood
and bonding. This is a time to honor
those who have served and are currently serving in the military and first
responders with a patriotic walk across
Canyon Lake Dam.
Thanks to the Dam Community
Alliance and all of their hard work
the dam will be open in time for the
Freedom Walk. The permit has already
been obtained along with confirmations from the Comal County Sheriff ’s
Honor Guard, the Commemorative
Air Force Central Texas Wing and

the Lake Canyon Yacht Club. Peaches
Kelly will be providing music and Bill
Jones will lead the walk back playing
the bagpipes. We are honored to have
Richard “Tony” Doyle speaking this
year as well.

by Nicole Bardwell and Belinda Frisk

We are excited to announce the
history of the Freedom Walk will be
featured on "Reflections." Tune in to
KGNB 1420 AM at 9 am on September 8, 2019. "Reflections" is a historical preservation effort supported by
KGNB and the Sophienburg Museum
& Archives.
Please distribute fliers in the community or post them at various places
around town. Use the prepared half
page bulletin-size signs and the fullpage fliers that were emailed to you.

Nicole Bardwell

Your help in spreading the word about
Freedom Walk is greatly appreciated!
We are still in need of volunteers
to bring coolers with cold bottled water and help with setting up and taking
everything down. So please do not
hesitate to reach out to Nicole.
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Freedom Walk

Memorial Tribute for 9.11 Victims, the Military & First Responders
9.11 • CANYON LAKE DAM • 9 AM
Wednesday, September 11, 2019
Help honor those who gave their lives for our freedom,
those who have served & those currently serving
as ﬁrst responders.
• Comal County Sheriff’s Honor Guard
• Fly over by the Commemorative Air Force
• Water escort by Hill Country & Lake Canyon
Yacht Clubs
• Speaker Richard “Tony” Doyle
• Soloist Peaches Kelly
• Bill Jones on Bagpipes
CA

NY

O N L AKE

N

CLRW

REP

N
UBLICA

W

OM

E

Sponsored by

Canyon Lake Republican Women

Shaded Seating available and Cold Water will be served.
This is not a political event. No campaigning of any kind permitted.
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CLRW FUNdraiser
Update

Dear CLRW Members,
Thanks to your early standout support of our 27th Annual Fish Fry FUNdraiser
we truly are “Grooving” towards a “Smash” event!!! We already have 18 Sponsorship
Tables and over 225 tickets SOLD!
The skits are in rehearsal status and not to be missed! For $25 per ticket we
put on quite the show and the Cajun food is exceptional!!!!. Reminder: the event is
BYOB and we will have mixers on hand.
I asked members to sponsor six “Special Guests” and the response was immediate—thank you, members!!!
Janet Blum continues to receive Silent and Live Auction items but she is always
looking for more! As usual, we will have bidding wars so come early and bid often!
Janet’s contact information is mjblum@gvtc.com, 830-935-2956 or cell 830-7085323.
Our Dessert Guru, Karen Hobson, has her Sweet Shop Team in the groove and
a pending list of yummy desserts. She is still needing specialty glazed Bundt cakes
such as carrot to round out her selections. If you can assist, please contact Karen at
karenhtxrcp@att.net or 281-450-5453.
Thank you to all who have provided donations to assist us in providing financial support to local and state REPUBLICAN Candidates and our many local programs.
All donors will be recognized for their support two ways: on our “Donor Board” prominently displayed at the event and in our event program. We have four levels this
year: ROCK STAR for $500 AND ABOVE, COOL CATS for $250 TO $499,
BELL BOTTOMS for $101 TO $249, and the MOP TOPS for UP TO $100!
What you need to know:
Tickets for adults are $25 each, children 10 and younger are $15, Sponsorship
Tables for 8 are $240. To order tickets contact Carolyn Besselman at 830-308-5467
or cbess444@aol.com
Date: September 21, at 6pm at the CRRC Recreation Center, 125 Mabel Jones
Drive, Canyon Lake, TX 78133
What to wear: Red, White, and Blue!!
Thank you for all your support!
Jeanne Slupik
3rd VP/Fundraising

Carolyn Besselman
Co-Chair

Political advertising paid for by Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC. Maggie Carty, Treasurer, P.O. Box 2751, Canyon Lake, Texas 78133. Contributions are not federal tax deductible as charitable contributions. Corporate contributions are not permitted. Not authorized by any candidate or committee.
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Tables of 8—$240 (includes 10 Groovy Bucks per person)
or $25 per adult (includes 10 Groovy Bucks), $15.00 for
10 and younger
6 to 9 pm CRRC Recreation Center Canyon Lake

No Tickets At The Door!!!
BYOB

Catfish Dinners with red beans and rice, coleslaw and tea

Live and Silent Auctions!!!!!!
Humorously Fun Entertainment!!!!

Fabulous Homemade Desserts!!!!!!!!
We Need YOU For:

DESSERTS! We’ll need HOMEMADE Cakes, Pecan
Pies, Cobblers, Cupcakes and Brownies. Contact
Karen Hobson at: karenhtxrcp@att.net to sign up
SILENT AND LIVE AUCTION ITEMS! Contact
Janet Blum at mjblum@gvtc.com!
Tickets available at clrwfishfry@gmail.com, or contact Carolyn Besselman at 830-308-5467,
cbess444@aol.com, or direct pay to: https://
politics.raisethemoney.com/CLRW_Fish_Fry
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