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President’s Message

R

unning late for a recent medical appointment, I checked in
and was given the usual stack of forms
to complete. I grabbed the closest
available seat and hurried through
them. Then I breathed a sigh of relief
and commented to the woman beside
me about my rush. She nodded, then
she stated she was upset that she had
scheduled an appointment on the day
Michael Cohen was to testify before
Congress, and on television. Clearly,
she hated to miss watching the media
circus. A minute later her name was
called, and she left.
I hadn’t responded, so she no doubt
assumed that I too wanted to hear all
the convicted liar had to say about
Donald Trump. And then – too late – I
realized what I wished I had said, “I
want to watch the President’s negotiations in North Korea to help bring
world peace.” Because to me, and most
Conservatives, that was way more
important.
How often do we fail to speak up on
behalf of our values and beliefs? The
other side is all too quick to condemn
actions of Conservatives, and especially President Trump. But we Republicans are often too polite, too afraid,
or too slow to react. And because we
don’t speak up, we miss the opportunity to offer an opposing viewpoint. Of
course we don’t want to start a fight;
it's important to calmly and quietly
state our position to show that we are
truly thoughtful and caring women. I
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plan to try to speak up more quickly,
and I hope you will as well.

Announcement Policy

Because we are passionate people,
we all have events or projects that are
close to our hearts. In order to expedite
our meetings and allow adequate time
for our speakers, we request that all
members adhere to the following policy.
All upcoming events should be sent
to Beryl Josephson for printed publication in the monthly events calendar that
is available on the rear table at regular
meetings.
All verbal announcements made
during meetings should be reserved for
urgent updates ONLY or last-minute
changes and require prior approval by
the board.
By following this policy, everyone’s
time will be respected. If you feel the
need to provide more details about your
pet project, please prepare a flyer for
distribution at the meeting. This will also
ensure they have the correct date, place
and cost for the project or event you are
asking them to support!

Thank you for your compliance!
Marsha Cooper

2019 CLRW Board of Directors Inducted

O

Julie Cavazos – 1st VP – Special Events, Diane Kunz – Corresponding Secretary, Maggie Carty – PAC Treasurer,
Karen Wilce – Recording Secretary, Jeanne Slupik – 3rd VP – Fundraising, Karen Hobson –1st VP – Programs,
Rep. Chip Roy, Marsha Cooper – President, Rep. Kyle Biedermann

n Wednesday, December 19
the Annual Christmas Luncheon was held at Tye Preston Memorial Library.

Newly elected US Congressman
Chip Roy gave a brief speech about
his first impressions about going to
Congress and meeting with fellow
Republicans.

Melinda Rapp
and Jeanne Slupik
orchestrated the luncheon with delicious
grilled chicken with
lemon basil cream
sauce, sauteed green
beans with onions,
rice pilaf with fresh
herbs, a house salad
and bread pudding provided by
Pavlock's of New
Braunfels. CLRW
members again
brought their finest
Bob Slupik, Charlie, Virginia & Chip Roy
Christmas table
decorations from
home for guests to enjoy the festive
gathering.

Texas Representative Kyle Biedermann
inducted the Board of
Directors and President
Marsha Cooper was
presented a beautiful
vase of hand-painted
wildflowers by Patti
Johnson. Outgoing
President Donna Pool
was surprised by old
friends and a tribute to
her many contributions
through the years to the
Canyon Lake area.

Marsha Cooper with hand-painted vase
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Chip Roy gave his first impressions of the
"Swamp"

Donna Pool was overjoyed with CLRW's gift to
her of a crystal Texas Capitol Dome

Comal County Tax Assessor - Collector Cathy Talcott, Marsha White,
Carl & Beryl Josephson and Diane Kunz

So many beautiful
tables to choose from.

Where do I want
to dine?!?!
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Meeting Recap

Amanda Gonzalez, Krystal Snider, Karen
Hobson and Marsha Cooper

A

t the January 16 meeting of
CLRW, members were asked if
they were at risk for a stroke or a heart
attack.
The informative program entitled,
"Are You at Risk for Stroke or Heart
Attack?," was presented by Krystal
Snider, County Extension Agent in
charge of Health Education for Texas
A & M Agrilife Extension Service and
Amanda Gonzalez, Corporate Market
Director for the San Antonio & New
Braunfels “Heart & Stroke Walk.”
Their informative Powerpoint
presentation reviewed symptoms that
all should be cognizant of for their
personal health and well being.

Marketing Committee

A

t the November 2018 Board of
Director's meeting, a new committee was formed to develop ideas for
marketing CLRW. Members that were
appointed included Barbara Knight,
Carolyn Besselman, Maggie Carty, Linda Williamson, and Beryl Josephson.
The committee met in January and
adopted the following Mission Statement: The committee will brainstorm
ideas to create opportunities for public
recognition of CLRW and its activities
thus increasing interest and attracting

CLRW Partners with TFRW

T

he Texas Federation of Republican Women (TFRW)
adopted for its biennium project to
provide assistance to victims of Human Trafficking. In the fall of 2018,
TFRW joined the nonprofit group,
Traffic911, to provide backpacks filled
with necessary items for victims.
A list of items was published for
clubs and their members to either buy
in bulk, or to donate money to TFRW
for them to purchase. CLRW did both
with members donating cash and also
sending money directly to Traffic911.
CLRW members purchased 26 fleece
blankets, 48 packets of Kleenex, 120

tubes of toothpaste, 24 tubes of deodorant, 48 Chapstick tubes, and 40
boxes of feminine hygiene items.
CLRW donated over $500 in
goods and cash and delivered three
large bins of items to TFRW in early
January. TFRW board members
began packing backpacks at 8 am
and by 1 pm, as the Board meeting
began, over 300 backpacks were
completed.
Thank you, CLRW ladies, for
your generosity in helping these
young victims to be able to return to
a normal life.

We Want Members!

With elections practically around
the corner, it is imperative that more
individuals are registered to vote and
to vote correctly – Republican!
Look around and grab a friend,
neighbor or relative! Ask them to join
you at our next CLRw meeting. We are
bombarded daily with the craziness of
the liberal left. Only voters can change
the wave in our country. Attending
meetings and joining together are two
ways the conservative message can be
spread.
A wonderful opportunity and fun
event is around the corner – CLRW's

Annual Membership Luncheon!
Help fill the venue by inviting potnential members to attend. Read all
about this fun event (page 9) that
Membership Chairman, Carol Little.
has planned.
And, if you haven't paid your dues
for 2019, please do so today!
$25 – Full membership
$10 – Associate membership

new members and furthering conservative Republican ideals.

23, Increase Public Attendance at the
Freedom Walk – 3, Increase Public
Attendance at the annual Fish Fry
Fundraiser – 2, and Increase Recognition of CLRW’s name and conservative
philosophies in youth, CLHS, schools,
and community events) – 6.

In addition, the committee adopted
the following Goal: The committee will
develop a list of ideas to investigate by
developing strategies for the Club and
its members to utilize with input from
the Board of Directors and referral,
when applicable, to existing committees to implement.
During the meeting, the group
brainstormed 36 ideas which were
grouped into the following focus areas:
Increase General Public Awareness –
March 2019
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Make your check payable to
CLRW-PAC at a meeting or mail
to CLRW, P.O. Box 2751, Canyon
Lake, TX 78133, or pay online at our
website.

Since the initial meeting, committee
members have investigated many of
the ideas that were presented to the
BOD at their March meeting for possible implementation.
Some exciting things are definitely on
the horizon for our club! See page 9.

CLRW Honors Lamar Smith
Border Security Caucus and Media
Fairness Caucus.
Representative Smith was ranked
the most effective member of the
House in the 112th Congress in a study
conducted by the University of Virginia and Vanderbilt University. In
the study, he was ranked in the top
10 percent in effectiveness in the last
eight Republican Congresses.

Karen Baker, Lamar Smith, Bryan Benway, District Director for Rep. Kyle Biedermann

A

t the February 13 meeting,
former Congressman Lamar
Smith, who represented the 21st
Congressional
District of Texas
as US Representative for over
three decades,
was our special
guest speaker.
Former
CLRW President,
Karen Baker,
prepared a slide
show highlighting Congressman
Smith's visits
to our events
through the years
and included a
photo of his first
public appearance before a
handful of CLRW
members over 32 years ago. Smith was
visibly taken with the slide show and
the memories of when his hair was
fuller and darker!
His efforts working with both
sides of the political aisle were many
times effective for his district and Texas a whole.

He served as Chairman of:
• the Science, Space, and Technology
Committee,
which had
jurisdiction
over NASA,
• Department
of Energy
including its
17 national
laboratories,
• the Environmental
Protection
Agency,
• the National Science
Foundation,
• the Federal Aviation
Administration,
• and the National Institute of Standards and Technology.
Congressman Smith also served
on both the Judiciary Committee and
the Homeland Security Committee,
and was a former Chairman of the
Judiciary Committee and the Ethics
Committee. And, he also founded the
March 2019
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POLITICO also named him
Policymaker of the Year for his work
on patent reform legislation. He was
recently named “Texan of the Year” for
2019 by The Texas Legislative Conference, a nonpartisan organization
of Texas business and political leaders.
He will be joining an array of prominent past honorees of Presidents, U.S.
Senators, entertainers, Governors, and
George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush,
Lady Bird Johnson, Senator Kay Bailey
Hutchison, and George Strait to name
a few. He will receive the award in a
ceremony on March 22 at the New
Braunfels Civic/Convention Center.
A fifth generation Texan and
native of San Antonio, Congressman
Smith graduated from Yale University
and Southern Methodist University
School of Law. He and his wife, Beth,
have an adult daughter and son.
In grand style, CLRW had a
beautiful cake and vases of flowers to
commemorate the day. Marsha Cooper read a proclamation from CLRW
prepared by Patti Johnson, and letters
were read from Governor Greg Abbott, Senator Donna Campbell, Ronna
McDaniel, Chairwoman of the Republican National Committee (RNC),
Toni Anne Dashiell, RNC woman
from Texas, and a message from Rep.
Kyle Biedermann read by his District
director, Bryan Benway. Sheriff Mark
Reynolds, on behalf of Comal County Commissioners Court presented
Smith a certificate as "Sheriff for the
Day" and an official Sheriff 's badge.

– Members Out and About –

by Patti Johnson

Representative Kyle Biedermann with Lauren, Camille and Julie Cavazos

T

Julie Cavazos and Senator Donna Campbell

he Government of the Great State of Texas, where
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE, is up and running!

On Tuesday, January 15, 2019, the weather was cold
and drizzly but the atmosphere at the state capitol of the
great state of Texas was warm and enthusiastic.
Set outside
on the lawn of the
capitol building,
the audience was
treated to music
by both the Texas
A & M and the
Texas Longhorn
Bands.
The Lt. GovFellow Red Jacketed TFRW members
ernor and Governor
were accompanied
by their families and were sworn in by Justices of their
choice – the Governor by Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court Nathan Hecht, and the Lt. Governor by newly
appointed Federal Justice Don Willett. Their speeches were
sincere and detailed promises to fulfill the demands and
desires of the people of Texas – Education Reform, with
the focus on Teachers, with a promised across the board
increase in salary of $5,000 for the next two years – something that has not taken place in 20 years! Property taxes
will be addressed and the people of Texas will be listened
to.
March 2019

Senator Jane Nelson invited Democrat President Pro
Tem of the Senate, Kirk Watson, to join her on the dais in
a show of both sides vowing
to work together for the good
of the state; and new House
Speaker Dennis Bonnen
declared that the state of Texas
and its Legislators were going
to be held to their promises
to work for the good of the
people.
Drones flew above us,
which is the way it will be from
Patti Johnson and Cassie
now on; armed military person- Luevano, South Texas Regional
nel could be seen on the roofs of Director, Republican Party of
Texas
all nearby buildings, and a lovely
conclusion of the program was the flyover in formation by
members of the Texas Military.

TFRW members hear Lt. Dan Patrick's address

Following the program, the famous barbecue was
held on the grounds of the Capitol, catered by Eddy Dee
of Terrell, Texas. Eddy Dee has catered this event for the
last 24 years. They feed thousands of people in a very short
amount of time and the food was wonderful. It was a delightful day with good people and great hope.
Page 6
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Legislative Report

W

ith many proposed bills on
the US House and Senate
calendars, most have only about a
three to six percent chance of being
enacted. Those that have a better
chance of moving include the following:
HR 247 was introduced by Republican Representative Will Hurd of Texas to amend Chapter 36 of Title 44 of
the U.S. Code to make changes relating
to electronic government services. It
has an 80% chance of being enacted.
HB 113 was introduced by Democrat Cheri Bustos of Illinois to require
the purchase of U.S. domestically
made flags by the Federal Government. This one has a 60% chance of
being enacted.
SB 21 was
introduced by
Republican John
Thune of South
Dakota and is
called the “Pay
our Coast Guard
Act” and has a
93% chance of
being enacted.

by Carolyn Besselman,
Legislative Chairman

to offset the cost of securing the border. El Chapo Guzman was recently
convicted of drug smuggling, however,
ongoing appeals are imminent.
Regarding the Border Security
Bill, it was literally written overnight
and thrown at the President for signature. With approximately 1186 pages,
I can only guess how many folks actually read this! The President has now
declared a national emergency that is
sure to be tied up in the court system
for a long period of time, so stay tuned
for this ongoing saga.

Of course there are some totally
absurd bills that are on the agenda
proposed by Democrats. My two
favorites are House Resolution 13, introduced by Democrat Brad Sherman
of California,
to impeach
Donald John
Trump, President of the
United States,
for high
crimes and
misdemeanTexas House Chamber on 2019 Legislative Day
ors.

Senator Ted Cruz introduced a
constitutional amendment with term
limits for senators of two terms and
three terms for members of the House
of Representatives. Currently, congressional terms are unlimited, however,
service on committees is limited. This
would mean no one in the Senate
could serve more than twelve years
and a House Representative could
serve no more than six years.
In order to pass, the amendment
would have to be approved by 2/3 of
BOTH houses of Congress AND ratified by 38 states. The 27th amendment
was the last ratified in 1992.
Senator Cruz has also introduced
another act known as “The El Chapo
Act” that seeks the criminal forfeiture
of more than $14 billion in drug proceeds and illicit profits from El Chapo

And, HB 48 introduced by Democrat Sheila Jackson Lee of Houston
as the “Protect the American Taxpayer
and Secure the Border Act" that prohibits taxpayer funds from being used
to build a wall between Mexico and
the United States. Any wall or barrier
that is to be built shall be paid for by
using funds from the Government of
Mexico.
Meanwhile, closer to home, the
86th Texas Legislature opened on January 8 in Austin. Comal County Republicans were plentiful at the Capital that
day. Many visited with Senator Donna
Campbell and Representative Kyle Biedermann before watching the swearing
in ceremony of the new Speaker of the
House, Dennis Bonnen.
The Legislature will experience
a packed agenda this year with the
March 2019
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possibility of
nearly 6000
bills being
filed this
session. Committees will
“weed them
out” and only
the top bills
will make it to the floor.
Education and property tax
reform, cannabis legislation and gun
control bills are some of the topics at
the top of the list.
Representative Kyle Biedermann
has presented HB 413 that would
prevent DACA recipients (non citizens
or legal residents) from receiving instate tuition. This bill does not prohibit
anyone from attending a state university, but asks that they pay out-of-state
tuition if they attend a Texas public
university.
He also filed HB 729 to help
schools affected by Robin Hood recapture. It will allow the schools to keep at
least the state average per student.
SB3 has passed the entire Texas
Senate to grant Texas classroom teachers a $5,000 raise. This is a bipartisan
bill sponsored by thirteen Republicans
and five Democrats.
SB2 will limit property tax growth
for homes and businesses. This bill is
still moving forward.
On February 15, Representative
Kyle Biedermann, introduced HB 1836
regarding protection of the Alamo
Cenotaph. It will give Legislative
oversight on any projects related to the
Cenotaph, which is a monument commemorating the Battle of the Alamo in
San Antonio.
Finally, misinformation runs rampant on Social Media and in the news.
It is used to destroy our trust in our
government, our institutions and our
own political party.
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Canyon Lake Republican Women Present:

6 to 9pm at the CRRC Recreation Center
No Tickets Sold at the Door!

Tables of 8—$240 (includes 10 Groovy Bucks per person) or $25
per adult (includes 10 Groovy Bucks), $15.00 for 10 and younger
BYOB

Catfish Plates with red beans and rice, coleslaw and tea
Live and Silent Auctions

Entertainment!!!!
Fabulous Homemade Desserts

Ask a busy person . . .
You know the ending phrase to
this well known sentiment. Well, it is
true!
After the initial meeting of the
newly formed CLRW Marketing
Committee, members went on their
way and before I knew it, emails
starting zinging my way!
Linda Williamson met with
the director of the Canyon Lake
Chamber of Commerce to inquire
if CLRW could host a Mixer. Sadly,
she was told no, but she did discover
an opportunity that was planned for
Winter Texans who return to the lake
each year. The event was the next
week, so in her "can-do" style, she got
to work and put together, not one,
not two, but three baskets of goodies
for door prizes at the reception.

Carolyn
Besselman
jumped on
board and found bumper stickers
and CLRW brochures while Barbara
Knight added some of CLRW's favorite Republican buttons. Linda put in
all kinds of things she had to create the
baskets in grand style!
We hope that these individuals and
other Winter Texans will attend our
March 2019
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meetings next year while they are in
Texas.
And, Beryl Josephson and Maggie Carty gathered information on
collateral pieces and billboard prices
and more!

Way to go ladies!!!

Chip Roy Speaks Out
I

t’s an incredible honor to
represent my fellow Texans in
Congress. TX21 is a special part of
Texas that spans from Austin, to San
Antonio, and out to Kerrville and the
Hill Country. It’s filled with incredible, hard-working, patriotic people,
like you, who want to live free from
government interference. I know I’m
biased; but, as far as I’m concerned,
there is not a better congressional
district in America.
Despite the deep division and
dysfunction of the Swamp, I have been
working since the day I was sworn in
to make sure our shared Texas values
are reflected in Washington.
I’m committed to fighting to restore health care freedom, protect our
borders, defend the sanctity of human
life, support our men and women in
the military, reduce federal spending,
limit government, and promote freedom and opportunity for all Americans.
Our job is simple – to make the
lives of our fellow Americans better by
allowing them to live free and prosper
according to their God-given talents.
We must focus on securing the
nation and the blessings of liberty
that the Constitution guarantees. And
doing the basics – like balancing the
budget. When we do those things,
Texans will take care of the rest as they
always have.
Democrats’ refusal to spend even
the bare minimum necessary to secure
the border reflects a callous hypocrisy
that will endanger both those seeking
to come here and the American people
it purports to help.
If Democrats truly cared about
the human rights abuses at the border
and the fiscal future of our nation,
they would appropriate (and offset) up
to $25 billion toward fencing, border
agents, technology, and all tools necessary to establish operational control of
the border. Yet, even as the bipartisan
refusal to balance the budget barrels
our nation toward $1 trillion in deficit
spending, Democrat leadership refuses
to agree to even a modest investment

in border security while spending
EVEN MORE in other areas and raising the debt ceiling.
To address the crisis at our southern border, I, along with my colleague
Dr. Mark Green, wrote a letter to
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo requesting that drug cartels who utilize
terrorist tactics be labeled as "Foreign
Terrorist Organizations."
Cartels are the problem and it is
time we started acting like it. These
cartels undermine our national security with a relentless attack on our border while trafficking in human beings
and dangerous narcotics. Cartels are
endangering American citizens, our
Mexican neighbors, and the migrants
who seek to come here.
Protecting human life is another issue that I am deeply passionate
about. Earlier this year I was honored
to participate in the National March
for Life event in Washington, DC. It is
my firm belief that we should promote
a culture of life at every opportunity.
Period. Life is a precious gift from
God, and I will always fight to defend
the sanctity of life and oppose abortion in any form.
I am proud to have co-sponsored
six bills that protect the sanctity of
human life and I’m eager to continue
to work with my colleagues to push for
pro-life policies.
At that rally, it was encouraging
to see so many young people on the
front lines of the pro-life fight. The
next generation must continue to carry
the torch and protect the unborn. As
a strong believer, I stand with each of
you in defending those who cannot
defend themselves.
And finally, as an elected official,
one of my most important responsibilities is to ensure the great people I
represent have direct access to me and
our staff in order to present ideas for
legislation, make inquiries, and have
access to resources that affect their
lives daily.
Our district offices are now open
and fully operational. The San Antonio
March 2019
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office will serve as the district headquarters, while the Austin and Kerrville offices will serve as satellites to
accommodate constituents near those
locations. Please direct District mail to
the San Antonio office location.
As you know, national Democrats
have a plan to attack Texas and turn
it blue…and I’m on the top of their
target list. But you know what I say?
Come and Take it.
Thank you to every member of
the Canyon Lake Republican Women for everything you do to fight for
our Texas values. We need you in this
fight. I cannot overstate how important it is for you and your friends and
family to continue registering people
to vote, sharing information on social
media, making phone calls, knocking
on doors, and writing op-eds to the
local newspapers. Every bit helps.
As always, please drop by one of
our offices, or call to set up an appointment if we can serve you in any way.
Our office is the Texas’ people’s office,
and we would love to hear from you.
Thank you and God Bless Texas!
San Antonio Office
1100 NE Loop 410, Suite 640
San Antonio, TX 78209
Phone: 210.821.5024
Weekdays: 8 am – 5 pm

Austin Office

5900 Southwest Parkway, Bldg 2 Ste 201a
Austin, TX 78735
Phone: 512.871.5959
Weekdays: 8 am – 5 pm

Kerrville Office

125 Lehmann Dr., Suite 201
Kerrville, TX 78028
Phone: 830.896.0154
Mon. – Wed.: 8 am – 5 pm

Guest Columnist
Capitalism vs. Socialism: What’s the Difference?

F

irst off, capitalism and socialism are ECONOMIC systems. They are not political systems
or ideologies, although in today’s societies and media
reports the terms often get intertwined.
Let’s start with definitions from Merriam-Webster:

Socialism: any of various economic and political theories

advocating collective or governmental ownership and administration of the means of production and distribution
of goods. Socialism has also been described as a form of
government that continuously expropriates private capital until all the industry in the country has been nationalized (or until the country’s economy has been run into
the ground, whichever comes first). Socialism prefers big
government.

Is there any pure economic system?

W

By Cal Elliott,
CLRW Associate Member,

Retired communication consultant
and corporate publications writer,
editor and manager

Capitalism: an economic system characterized by

private or corporate ownership of capital goods, by investments that are determined by private decision, and
by prices, production, and the distribution of goods
that are determined mainly by competition in a free
market. Capitalism prefers small government.

The glaring differences between the two systems are: who or what owns and administers the
means of production (factories, farms, offices);
and who or what distributes the goods or services
produced or created thereof. In pure socialism,
the government (“the state”) owns, operates and
distributes everything. In pure capitalism, there is
private or corporate ownership of everything.

hereas a capitalist economy
encourages private actions
and ownership, socialism prefers
public or government ownership and
control of all parts of the economy.

In a pure socialist
system, there wouldn't
be any private corporations, the government would own and
run everything.

In a pure capitalist system, there
would be no public schools or public
parks, no government programs such
as Social Security and Medicare, and
maybe not even any public highways
or police.

After reading the last paragraphs,
you quickly realize there are no pure
socialist or capitalist countries or
systems. When a country or other
political entity gets formed (born, ap-

Which does what?

G

overnment is generally assigned the “big jobs:” border
security; immigration rules; economic security; infrastructure – roads,
waterways, bridges, public health and
safety; transportation management;
import-export rules; national defense;
and so forth. The private sector owns

and manages the means of production
and distribution of goods, services,
utilities, financial institutions, labor
and materials.
But that still leaves many essential
services and functions to be allocated.
When there are states or provinces

Stances of US political parties

T

he two major political parties
in the United States of America generally favor one or the other of
these systems. Conservatives (Republicans, the “right”) favor capitalism,

with as little government control as
possible. Liberals (Democrats, the
“left”) favor socialism, with the government at all levels having a major
role in everything. Our economy is a
March 2019
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pointed, created), the organizers must
decide which system suits them best.
Immediately it becomes apparent that
some combination of these systems
is necessary to “form a more perfect union.” That’s where the friction
begins!

added to “government,” the equation
becomes even more complex. Consider: healthcare, retirement security,
education, social welfare, care for the
aged, indigent and “poor,” and licensing and other rules to operate/control
all these things. The mind boggles. You
get the idea.

conglomeration of both systems, some
good, some bad. That’s where politics
comes into play and the divisiveness
abounds.
Continued on page 12

Which Is Best?

Socialism:

Western Europe (the “EU”) strongly believes in the large welfare state, with the government
having its fingers in just about everything. The “state”
is by far the most powerful force in society. Some of
their economies are strong, other not so much. Venezuela and Cuba, socialist countries geographically
nearer to the USA, are not success stories economically. Venezuela is essentially financially bankrupt.
Cuba is still an agrarian (farming) society where citizens drive cars dating from 1958 to 1962 (none newer). Margaret Thatcher, long-time and former Prime
Minister of England, is quoted from a TV interview
in February 1976: “…Socialist governments traditionally do make a financial mess. They always run out of
other people’s money. It’s quite a characteristic of them.
They then start to nationalize everything…” Does this
mean socialism doesn’t work? Many smaller European countries (socialist oriented) would say theirs
is the best system and their quality of life is better. Is
that proof? You can decide.

Capitalism:

The US economy is among the strongest in
the world. We also have $21 trillion in national debt and
many “social welfare” programs. Our standard of living is
high, but the measuring pole has many subjective elements
making other countries seem higher. People want to come
to the United States for good paying jobs and our standard
of living. We also have values unique to America, which are
stamped on our coins: “In God We Trust,” "Liberty,” and “E
Pluribus Unum.” Is that proof? You can decide.
One thing is certain: if the US keeps expanding social
welfare programs and adding non-productive immigrants
to our population, our economy and standard of living will
decline. That is not the American way.
For further study go to:
https://panampost.com/carlos-sabino/2017/04/27/socialism-is-failing-all-over-the-world/?cn-re
Still the Best Hope – Why the World Needs American Values, by Dennis Prager, ©2012

GSAC Meeting

CLRW Scholarships

J

eanne Slupik, chair of the
CLRW Scholarship Committee,
announced that the committee will
meet on March 28 to select two scholarship recipients.
Students attending Canyon Lake
High School as well as those who are
home schooled are eligible to complete
an application for consideration. Two
students will receive a scholarship
worth $1,000 each.

Sue Piner, Melinda Rapp, Donna Lee,
Susan Walker & Jeanne Slupik

Justin Hollis, Cheri Creekmore, GSAC President
& Jeanne Slupik

T

he Greater San Antonio
Council (GSAC) of TFRW
met on March 6 in San Antonio to
hear Justin Hollis, District Director
for U.S. Congressman Will Hurd.

The group had a very spirited
and productive discussion that
mainly pertained to "The Wall" and
the Congressman's stance. Justin
explained Congressman Hurd's
reasoning for recent actions he has
taken in Washington.
The group thanked Justin for
taking the time from his very busy
schedule to spend time with the
Bexar County and neighboring
TFRW clubs.
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Members of the committee include: Jeanne Slupik, Beryl Josephson,
Laurie Schley, Virginia Braker-Smith,
Marsha White, and Diane Kunz.

In Memoriam

C

anyon Lake Republican
Women recently lost two
of our members. It is with great
sadness that we say goodbye to Sally
Keele (June 24, 1934 – January 13,
2019) and to Peggy Billings (June
12, 1953 – March 9, 2019). Our condolences and prayers go out to their
families and friends.

A

Thumbs DOWN on Beto!!!

lva Baker posted the following on Facebook. She lived in
El Paso from 1991 until 2009 and went
there on a three-month contract as a
consultant for a Mexican newspaper
in January 1991 and ended up staying
for 18 years. She stated she knew many
people while she worked in El Paso,
Ciudad Juarez, and the Mexican state
of Chihuahua. Many were individuals
who worked in print, radio, television
and for advertising agencies.
"Beto O’Rourke’s father-in-law,
Bill Sanders, was a partner in one of
the largest ad agencies in
El Paso. One of my good
friends was the senior creative director at that agency.
I knew Beto, and I knew his
wife, Amy Sanders.
The political climate in
El Paso and El Paso County
was filled with underhanded
deals, corruption, blatant dishonesty and sleazy officials.

a fence at the University of Texas at El
Paso. No charges were filed.

was very aware of the political affairs
and dealings in El Paso.

In 1998, Beto was arrested for
DWI and fleeing the scene of an
accident. Charges were dropped after
he completed a court-recommended
DWI program.

Alva reported that she had received a call from the friend who had
been the general manager at KCOSTV who told her about Beto O’Rourke.
He stated that the people in El Paso
were frustrated and exasperated with
him and the impact he had made on
the U.S. Senate election.

Beto won his first political office
in mid-2005. He ran for city council
against corrupt incumbent Anthony
Cobos, who later served four years in a
federal prison in Colorado for conspiracy to commit mail fraud and “deprivation of honest services.”

She reported that her friend knew
that the 38.1 million dollars he supposedly had “raised” actually came
from Hungarian George Soros and the
Democrat Party.

“Man, I would not
live through the night
if I did that.”

In July 2001, Beto’s father, County
Judge Patrick O’Rourke, was run over
on Artcraft Road early one morning
while riding his recumbent bicycle.
Months prior to that, El Paso County
Sheriff Deputies found cocaine hidden
in the dashboard of Judge O’Rourke’s
automobile. No charges were ever
filed.
Beto’s mother Melissa owned
Charlotte’s Furniture. While I was in
El Paso, she was caught issuing fake invoices on merchandise sold to people
from Mexico to avoid paying sales tax.
She was later forced by the Internal
Revenue Service to close her business.
Because of several altercations
with the local police department when
he was a teenager, Beto was sent away
to an all-male boarding school in
Virginia. He graduated in 1991 from
Woodberry Forest School in Madison
County, VA. In 1995, he was arrested
for burglary in El Paso, after jumping

In 2012 Beto unseated U.S. Representative Silvestre Reyes in the Democratic primary. Reyes had served with
the U.S. Border Patrol for 26 years, retiring in 1995, before entering politics.
Appointed to the House Intelligence
Committee by Nancy Pelosi, Reyes
became the laughing stock of Washington by not knowing the difference
between Sunni and Shi’ite when questioned about al-Qaeda by the Congressional Quarterly in December 2006.
For Silvestre Reyes to chair the
House Intelligence Committee was a
gross contradiction of terms. He was
an embarrassment to the Democrat
Party. Reyes and his brother Chuy are
as corrupt as they come."
Two of Alva's closest friends in El
Paso included the editor of the El Paso
Times and PBS TV-affiliate's general
manager. With information provided
by these friends and her staff of investigative reporters at El Diario, Alva
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Alva further stated that
her friend had told her that
he had run into a guy he
knows who sold drugs to
Beto. Alva's friend told him,
“Henry, you would be doing
the county a huge favor by
telling people you were the
drug pusher to Beto O’Rourke.” Alva's friend said that
the drug dealer looked at him and
said, “Man, I would not live through the
night if I did that.”
Alva stated in her article, "What’s
sad is that the media has fallen in love
with another Obama-type candidate, who is unproven, unknown and
unable to do anything right for this
country."

Following his defeat in
the November 18, 2018 race
against Ted Cruz, Beto O'Rourkeh as now announced as
a nominee for President in
the 2020 election. Let's hope
the people of America wake
up and look closely at ALL
of the candidates, their pasts
and their platforms!!!

What a Speech!!!
vouring the masterful word-smithing
that built tremendous momentum that
evening in the Chamber. The following
is the conclusion of his speech.

"H

M

ost of us were glued to our
television sets watching the
anticipated State of the Union address
by President Trump. It was interesting
to watch those in attendance and their
posture, facial expressions, and nervous fumbling of paper as he spoke. I
am sure you smiled to yourself as I did
when many women members, dressed
in white, reluctantly rose to their feet
in support of the words being spoken
by the President. It may have been the
most exercise many of them got that
week!
At the conclusion of the speech,
news reporters on Fox were almost
speechless in describing the depth
and sincerity of the speech, how it was
one of the finest speeches they had
ever heard, and certainly was the best
delivered to date by Donald J. Trump.
It is definitely worth reading it and de-

ere tonight we have legislators from across this
magnificent republic. You have
come from the rocky shores of
Maine and the volcanic peaks of
Hawaii, from the snowy woods of
Wisconsin and the red deserts of
Arizona, from the green farms of
Kentucky and the golden beaches
of California.
Together we represent the most
extraordinary nation in all of
history. What will we do with
this moment? How will we be
remembered? I ask the men and
women of this Congress, look at
the opportunities before us. Our
most thrilling achievements are
still ahead. Our most exciting
journeys still await.
Our biggest victories are still
to come. We have not yet begun to dream. We must choose
whether we are defined by our
differences or whether we dare to
transcend them. We must choose
whether we squander our great

inheritance or whether we proudly declare that we are Americans.
We do the incredible. We defy
the impossible. We conquer the
unknown.
This is the time to reignite the
American imagination. This is
the time to search for the tallest
summit and set our sights on the
brightest star. This is the time to
rekindle the bonds of love and
loyalty and memory that link us
together as citizens, as neighbors,
as patriots. This is our future,
our fate, and our choice to make.
I am asking you to choose greatness. No matter the trials we face,
no matter the challenges to come,
we must go forward together. We
must keep America first in our
hearts. We must keep freedom
alive in our souls. And we must
always keep faith in America’s
destiny. That one nation under
God must be the hope and the
promise and the light and the
glory among all the nations of the
world.
Thank you, God bless you. And
God bless America. Thank you very
much."

Can YOU help us?
This is a critical time for Republicans to be front and center in
our community. Comal County is
VERY RED but there are plenty of
persons working to change that!
You can help maintain our
presence and visibility in Comal
County by volunteering to work one
or more shifts at the Comal County
Headquarters - 265 Landa Street

in New Braunfels. The office is open
from 10 am to 2 pm, Monday thru
Friday. Two individuals are needed
each day. If you have never worked at
headquarters before, do not worry.
We will place an experienced worker
with you.
Soon we will be purchasing Trump
supplies for the 2020 election!!!
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Please go to our website at: ComalCountyGOP.org and click on the
Donate/Volunteer tab and find the
section to volunteer. It's easy.
Thanks for your help!

Don Johnson

Comal County Republican Party
Precinct Chair 403 • 830.660.1973

Trump's Two Years of Accomplishments

Rolling Back Red Tape

• In 2017, 22 regulations were eliminated for every new one.
• The U.S. withdrew from the Paris
Climate Agreement that would have
harmed America’s economy and cost
American workers millions of jobs.

Combating the Opioid Crisis
• Secured a record $6 billion to fight
the opioid epidemic and provided
more than $2 billion in grants in 2018
to help States, territories, tribes, and
local communities to prevent and treat
opioid abuse.
• DOJ formed a Joint Criminal Opioid
Darknet Enforcement team and shut
down the biggest Darknet distributor
of drugs arresting more than 120 defendants with opioid-related crimes.
• Launched a Safer Prescribing Plan to
cut nationwide opioid prescription fills
by 1/3 within three years.

Sanctity of Life & Religious Liberty
• Reinstated and expanded the Mexico
City Policy.
• Defunded a United Nations (UN)
agency for colluding with China’s
brutal program of forced abortion and
sterilization.
• Withdrew guidance that constrained
State’s ability to exclude family-planning providers that provide abortion
services through the Medicaid program.
• Proposed new regulations to ensure
Title X family-planning funding does
not go to projects that perform, support, or refer patients for abortion.
• Issued regulations establishing new
or expanded exemptions from the
Obamacare contraceptive mandate
based on religious beliefs or moral
convictions.
• Issued an executive order to promote
free speech and religious liberty.

Enforcing our Laws & Securing
our Borders

• Released an immigration framework
to fix broken immigration system
through merit-based reform and
provide resources to secure our border
that includes closing the legal loopholes that enable illegal immigration,
ending chain migration, and eliminating the visa lottery.
• Deployed the military to assist in
securing the southern border.
• DOJ prosecuted a record number of
criminal immigration offenses in 2018,
increasing the number of prosecutions
for illegal entry by 84% over 2017.

Rebuilding US Military Force
• Signed legislation providing $700
billion for defense in 2018 and $716
billion in 2019.
• Secured the largest military pay raise
in nearly a decade.
• Empowered military commanders
with broad authority to take the fight
to ISIS who has lost nearly all of its
territory, more than half have been
liberated since President Trump took
office.
• All sanctions that had been lifted or
waived under the Iran deal have been
reimposed.
• Announced that the DOD will create
a Space Force to serve as an independent branch of the US military.

Restoring US Leadership Abroad
• Held an historic summit with Chairman Kim Jong-Un to bring peace and
denuclearization to the Korean Peninsula. Because of the President’s actions,
North Korea has halted nuclear and
missile tests.
• Remains of US POW/MIA service
members from the Korean War are
being returned.
March 2019
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Issued on: January 20, 2019
by the White House
partial list

• Recognized Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel and moved the US embassy
there.
• Leadership in NATO encouraged
members to increase their defense
spending and realign the Alliance’s
priorities.
• Imposed tough sanctions on the
corrupt regimes in Venezuela, Cuba,
and Nicaragua.
• Imposed sanctions on more than
200 individuals and entities related to
Russia’s destabilizing activities.
• Secured the release of numerous US
citizens held abroad.

Commitment to US Veterans
• Secured a record $73.1 billion for the
VA to provide quality medical care for
our veterans including $8.6 billion for
mental health services, $400 million
for opioid abuse prevention, and $206
million for suicide prevention.
• Under Trump, the VA has removed,
demoted, or suspended more than
4,300 employees for poor performance.
• Created a new White House VA
Hotline to provide veterans with 24/7
support.
• Signed the Forever GI Bill to provide
veterans, service members, and their
families enhanced education benefits.

Transforming Judiciary
• Reshaping our Federal judiciary by
appointing judges who will follow the
Constitution as written by appointing
Circuit Court judges at a record pace.
• Appointed two outstanding Supreme
Court justices: Justice Neil Gorsuch
and Justice Brett Kavanaugh.	   
For a more detailed report of the
topics undertaken by President
Trump visit the internet at: www.
whitehouse.gov/trump-administration-accomplishments

G

'Forrest Gump’ star Gary Sinise receives an
all-star thanks for dedicating his career to veterans

ary Sinise has dedicated his
career to helping veterans and
their families — and now an all-star
crew that includes Gen. Colin Powell
and several high-caliber actors is taking time to show their gratitude in a
special surprise video tribute. "Completely shocked and speechless by this
surprise video," the "Forrest Gump”
actor wrote on Facebook. "Incredibly
touched and grateful by everyone’s
support. I’m crying, so choked up, I
thought I’d share," People magazine
reported Wednesday.
Some of the numerous stars who
participated in the video were Steve
Buscemi, Tim Allen, Robert De Niro,
Maria Shriver, Jay Leno and Patricia
Heaton, just to name a few.
“Your commitment, your dedication, you are awesome,” declared
“Apollo 13” director, Ron Howard.
“Thank you for all the things you
have done for our men and women
who have served our nation,” chimed
Gen. Powell. “Not only what you’ve
done for them but for their children,
what you’ve done for their families,
what you’ve done to help them rebuild
their lives.”
The video also highlights words
of gratitude from war veterans and
their loved ones from all over the
country, including recipients of brand
new homes through the Gary Sinise
Foundation’s RISE program, which
builds specially adapted smart homes
for wounded heroes.
"As you can see we’re in front
of this beautiful house right now,”
said one veteran. “We wouldn’t have
had it were it not for your kindness,
graciousness and your wonderful gift
giving.”
The video ends with an appearance by “Forrest Gump” co-star, Tom
Hanks.“Thanks, Lieutenant Dan!” said
the 62-year-old with a smile, referring
to Sinise’s iconic role in the film.
People magazine reported the
idea for the heartfelt surprise came
from Four Star General (RET) Robin
Rand, CEO of the Gary Sinise Founda-

By Stephanie Nolasco – Fox News Feb. 13, 2019

tion. He rallied everyone featured in
the video to help surprise Sinise, and
also use the opportunity to inspire
others to give back to their communities via the social media campaign
#GratefulLikeGary.
Since the making of 1994’s “Forrest
Gump,” Sinise has continued to dedicate his life to supporting the American troops.
Throughout the ‘90s, Sinise
worked on behalf of the Disabled
American Veterans organizations. He
also embarked on several USO handshake tours in 2003 and then formed
the Lt. Dan Band in early 2004.
Sinise and his group then began
entertaining the troops serving at
home and abroad. Lt. Dan Band now
performs close to 30 shows a year at
military bases, charities and fundraisers supporting wounded heroes.
In 2011, the star established the
Gary Sinise Foundation. According to
its website, its mission is “to serve and
honor our nation’s defenders, veterans,
first responders, their families, and
those in need by creating and supporting unique programs that entertain,
educate, inspire, strengthen and build
communities.”
Back in January, Sinise told Fox
News that America’s real-life heroes
still recognize him as Taylor — and he
wouldn’t have it any other way.
“I found out that when I started
visiting our wounded in the hospitals
and walking into those hospitals, they
would look at me and they would recognize me as Lt. Dan,” he explained.
“They wouldn’t know what my real
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name was, but they’d call me Lt. Dan.”
Sinise, 63, added the countless
wounded veterans he’s encountered
over the years found inspiration in
Taylor.
“They [wanted] to talk about the
story of Lt. Dan and how positive it
was at the end for him,” said Sinise.
“He’s recovered at the end. He’s
standing up on new legs. He’s moving on with his life, and every one of
our wounded soldiers, every one of
our wounded service members, they
want that story. They want to be able
to move on and be OK. And that’s just
what I’m trying to help them do.”
Sinise’s love for the American
troops run in his veins — he has veterans in his family going back to World
War I. His grandfather, who served
during the Battle of the Argonne in
France, transported the wounded from
the battlefield. He later had three sons
and two of them served in World War
II. Sinise's father served during the
Korean War in the Navy. And Sinise’s
wife of 38 years, Moira Harris, also has
veterans in her family that she cherishes.
Sinise stressed that the many
wounded veterans he’s encountered
over the years have taught him crucial life lessons. And because of them,
Sinise insisted he will never stop being
there for them and doing whatever
possible simply to say thank-you.
“I’ve seen them multiple times
over a period of two, three years
sometimes, in various stages of their
recovery,” said Sinise. “I’ve seen their
families standing by them, day in and
day out, enduring these long rehabilitations, sometimes multiple surgeries.
I’ve met guys that have had over 200
surgeries. I’ve been inspired by their
resilience and never quit attitude, and
that has been a big motivating factor
for me — to continue to go out there
and support these families.
YouTube video of the ‘all-star
thanks’ is at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=v8sNyOJBFe0&feature=youtu.be

Canyon Lake Republican Women
2019 Executive Board

What’s Happening
Happening

President.................................. Marsha Cooper

Mar 11 – CLRW Board meeting - TPML - 1 pm

1st VP – Programs.......................Karen Hobson

Mar 20 –

Asst. 1st VP – Special Events......... Julie Cavazos

CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML 10 am – Jonathan Saenz, President of Texas Values

2nd VP – Membership...................... Carol Little

Apr 8 – CLRW Board meeting - TPML - 1 pm

3rd VP –Fundraising.....................Jeanne Slupik

Apr 17 – CLRW Membership Luncheon - GVTC

Recording Secretary.......................Karen Wilce

Auditorium -11 am

Corresponding Secretary..................Diane Kunz

Race to Win!

PAC Treasurer........... Jan Elliott & Maggie Carty

Prizes for best
costume and
most guests

Past President/Parliamentarian......Jeanne Slupik

Standing Committees

$15

Americanism....................................................
Awards & Achievements................ Patti Johnson

Apr 23 – Republican Club of Comal County -

Bylaws............................................ Janet Blum

GVTC Auditorium - 6:30 pm

Campaign Activities...................... Becky Garrett

May 6 – CLRW Board meeting - TPML - 1 pm

Chaplain.................................... Donna Holmes

May 15 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML 10 am – Sheriff Mark Reynolds

Community Engagement............ Beryl Josephson
Freedom Walk...........................Nicole Bardwell
Homeland Security.........................Sandy Carey
Leadership........................................ Sue Piner
Legislation........................... Carolyn Besselman
Military Liaison............................Melinda Rapp
Newsletter & Historian............... Barbara Knight

May 28 – Republican Club of Comal County GVTC Auditorium - 6:30 pm

June 10 – CLRW Board meeting - TBA - 1 pm
June 19 –
10 am

CLRW Membership Meeting - TBA -

June 25 – Republican Club of Comal County Picnic – TBA

Political Action & Publicity............ Belinda Frisk

July 8 –

Social & Hospitality......................... Janet Blum

July 17 –

CLRW Board meeting - TPML - 1 pm
CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML -

Scholarship..................................Jeanne Slupik

10 am

Social Media....................................Donna Pool

July 30 – Republican Club of Comal County –

State Republican Exec. Com.......... Linda Kinney
Teen Age Republicans.................. Julie Cavazos
Voter Registration..................... Beryl Josephson
Webmaster..................................Karen Hobson

GVTC Auditorium - 6:30 pm

The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends that
you think might be interested in joining a Republican
Club. It is a perfect way to learn about what CLRW
does and how we are an active and influential club.
Feel free to send this newsletter!

The “Wave” is the Official Publication of the Canyon Lake Republican Women. Political Advertising Paid For By Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC., Maggie Carty,
Treasurer. Not endorsed by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Opinions expressed in articles printed are not necessarily the opinions of CLRW.
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