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President’s Message

Carolyn Besselman

“

This meeting will now come
to order.

Welcome to week six, seven,
or is it eight, of “Stay at Home”
orders? I’ve lost count!
While I am enjoying this
more peaceful, laid-back life
style lately, I am ready to get
back out and see the world
again…in a cautious way. There
are too many things on my
“bucket list” and it’s time to get
moving!
First order of business:
Re-elect Donald J. Trump for
President.
As Republicans, we always
say the Democrats can’t go any
lower, yet they have.
The left-wing rhetoric that
has been pelted at the President
since five minutes after he was
elected has been non-stop!
I can’t imagine how this man
copes day-to-day. This is precisely what Democrats are hoping for…that he stops “coping.”
Their grand four-year plan
for impeachment didn’t work,
so they had to dig an even deeper hole that led to China.
• They resent his rallies
• They resent his booming
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economy (or former booming
economy)
• They resent the fact that he
won…period!
How low can they go? Stay
tuned. We are currently in the
tornado funnel now.

1
2

I can tell you this –
Democrats have done
nothing to help America the last four years.
They have done everything to bring it down at
any cost.

They hate our President. Yes, I used the
word hate. I don’t like
using it, but it’s the truth
in this situation.

3

Our President has dared to
take on a corrupt system and
continued on page 2

even with this latest virus situation, he continues to persevere.
Does he get testy with the
media? Yes, but wouldn’t you if
you were badgered day in and
day out?
Our second order of business: VOTE! I stress this all the
time, but it is not happening
enough.
Look around Republicans
and pay attention. The liberal
left has been creeping into every
aspect of our lives for a while
now. It has been creeping into
our TV shows, Social Media,
student textbooks, and our leadership. We are being surrounded by it.
Why would anyone register
to vote, then not show up and
actually vote?
This past primary in March
was a “wake up” call.

At that time, there
were 16,211,198 registered voters in Texas.
Only 2,076,046 Democrats
voted statewide in the primary
while only 2,000,385 Republicans voted. Republicans were
outvoted by almost 76,000
votes! This cannot happen in
November.
If you are ill or disabled, you
can request a mail-in ballot, but
even those still scare me. I want
to know that my vote is counted. If I have to wear a mask,
gloves and hazmat suit, I will
show up and vote! There is more
than ample time to vote early
and there is even the option to
drive-up and vote from your
car. It just can’t get any easier.
Runoff elections have typically low voter turnout and we
have a runoff election scheduled in July. We can’t afford low

W

So, the bottom line is that our
“America First – United We Dine”
Membership Luncheon is now
delayed until June 17, 2020. By
then, we will all be SO ready to get
out, see our friends, and get back to
work on our conservative agenda.
We’ll have a roaring good time! If
you’ve already paid for your reservation to our April…then May
luncheon, you are in good shape
and you are on our list of attendees.
Here are the logistics:
• June 17, 2020 -11 am
• Reservations - $15
• You can pay online or via check
(to PO Box 2751, Canyon Lake, TX
78133)
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The third order of business:
read the reports in this newsletter update!
Our Canyon Lake Republican members are working
exceptionally hard behind the
scenes to keep you up-to-date
on issues and important things
you need to know. AND, our
website presence and Facebook
page are great places to keep
you informed.
Our Governor and elected
officials are keeping us updated frequently as to the next
steps we will take to get back to
normal. Here is hoping there is
a light at the end of the tunnel
soon!
Our first committee report
will be presented by Carol Little, Membership Chair.

CLRW Membership

Carol Little, Membership Chair

ho would have thought
we’d find ourselves in
such a crazy time? No meeting
since February, stay-at-home orders, social distancing, wearing face
masks? All during a Presidential
Election year…

turnout anymore. Our State
Board of Education race is critical. Yes, it is just one race, but
one that the state can’t afford to
lose. Please turn out for this!
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• Limited seating – Reservation
Deadline – Wednesday, June 10,
2020 or when we reach capacity.
• Location – St. Francis by the
Lake Episcopal Church's Great
Hall, 121 Spring Mountain Drive,
Canyon Lake, TX 78133. The Great
Hall accommodates plenty of people, but we’ll practice a bit of social
distancing and limit reservations.
Therefore, in case reservations
must end BEFORE June 10, make
yours early.
• Parking via Spring Mountain
Drive (off FM 306) is limited so
please consider carpooling.
continued on page 3

• Featured Speaker – We are
excited to welcome Nick Adams
of FLAG. Nick emigrated to our
country from Australia and is quite
passionate about the United States
with its freedoms and
opportunities.
Invite your
friends and
sport your
favorite
patriotic attire for this
Buffet Luncheon that will feature
Prizes & Party Favors.
This event could not happen
without our volunteers helping
with preparation and staffing.
Please consider participating by
signing up at https://www.signupgenius.

com/go/20F054BA9A62DA1FA7-clrw

A

nd now, we will hear from
Sandra Turman about legislative updates.
There have
been a total of four
massive spending bills related to
COVID-19 signed
into law beginning
on March 6, 2020.
The first was HB Emergency
Spending for Corona Virus that
totaled $8.3 billion. Major Provisions included $3 billion to develop
treatments, #2 billion to support
CDC efforts, and $1 billion to fight
the virus overseas.
On March 18, 2020, "The
Families First Corona Virus Relief
Act," HR 6201, was funded for
$3.471 billion. Major Provisions
provided for a 14-day paid sick
leave package for employees affected by COVID-19. It included
unemployment help, increased

M

embership renewals
for 2020 are now due.
After the membership luncheon
on June 17, our membership database (and
our email list) will be
purged of non-renewing members and they
will be removed from
our email communications.
If you have not
yet done so, I sincerely hope that you
will answer the call to
renew your membership. You are
an integral part of our club. You are
important and so is the mission of
our club. We have a lot of work to
do and soon it will be All Hands on
Deck.
• Active membership is open to
all Republican women who are not
funding for food stamps, and free
testing for U.S. citizens.
This bill passed the Senate on
a 90-8 vote. Senate critics argued
the mandate for small businesses
to provide sick leave was too much
of a burden for businesses short on
cash to wait for federal tax credit
reimbursement
On March 27, 2020, a $2 Trillion CARES Act was passed. This
was the most costly stimulus plan
in U.S. history.
The breakdown included:
• $560 billion to individuals
through stimulus payments, expanded unemployment, etc.
• $500 billion in loans to big corporations, such as airlines, to be paid
back
• $377 billion to small businesses,
mainly through the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
• Nearly $340 billion for state and
local governments
• $153.5 billion to public health
May 2020
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already members of another federated club. $40
• Associate membership is open
to all Republican
men and to women who are already
members of another
federated club. $20
• Affiliate membership is open to all
Republican young
ladies aged 13-17.
$10
You can renew your membership online at
https://politics.raisethemoney.com/
CLRW_membership, via check
(mail to our PO Box 2751, Canyon
Lake, TX 78133), or at the membership luncheon on June 17. At
the membership luncheon, you can
renew using cash, check or credit
card.
• $43.7 billion to education/other
• $26 billion safety net with no pay
raise to Congress
The banks began taking applications for PPP on April 4, 2020
and initial funding for “wave one”
was depleted in the early morning
on April 16, 2020.
On April 24, 2020, an additional relief package of $484 billion
was passed to rescue small businesses. It included:
• $320 billion plus for PPP
• $60 billion for other SBA grant
and loan programs (EIDL and existing SBA loans)
• $75 billion for healthcare providers and $25 billion to develop mass
testing
Despite this latest half trillion
in aid, the White House and Democrats are negotiating a larger stimulus package but some Republicans
want to wait on spending more
money because of debt concerns.
Sources: Legiscan.com, Fox News, KFF.org, NPR

N

ext, we will hear from Diane
Schaule about Americanism.

V

ictory
2020
begins right
at home...
and Republican women
were largely
responsible
for pioneering the passage of equal
rights for women, both voting
rights and equal pay for equal
work. August 26, 2020 marks
the centennial of the passage of
the 19th amendment, which gave
women the right to vote. From
the first women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, NY in 1848,
to the 1878 introduction of the
Women’s Suffrage Amendment to
Congress, Republican women have
historically been in the forefront
of initiatives to ensure fairness and
equity in the face of inequalities.
During this current period of
social distancing and shelter-inplace policies while the COVID-19

pandemic rages, Republican women can and are making a difference
as the Democrats politicize this
health crisis in their attempt to deceptively add extraneous provisions
into the Senate’s Coronavirus Relief
Bill. There are many egregious
demands surreptitiously included
by the Democrats such as adding
Green New
Deal provisions,
requiring airlines to report
their greenhouse
gas emissions
on each flight,
and demanding that states
drop voter ID
requirements, to
name just a few.
Also, Republicans were able to keep
divisive abortion politics out of the
Coronavirus bill debate.
However, COVID-19 is not the
first pandemic with which Republican women have been challenged.
Despite the 1918 Influenza (Spanish) Pandemic (and, by the way,
World War I), women continued to

A

nd now for exciting news
about our annual FUNdraiser – Jeanne Slupik will tell
us what she has planned for
2020.
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fight for passage of the 19th amendment. Through sheer perseverance,
Republican women continued
protesting and picketing until the
19th Amendment was finally signed
into law.
Republican women have never
backed down from a challenge. The
National
Federation
of Republican Women urges us
to continue
our fight
to elect
Republicans in the
upcoming
election,
despite the limitations imposed by
COVID-19. Use the power of social
media to support your candidate.
Make phone calls to voters from
your home; vote absentee ballot;
participate in virtual townhall
meetings with candidates; visit
your candidate’s social media page
to see what you can do to help.
….RIGHT NOW!

Canyon Lake Republican Women Present:

The FUNdraiser is ON!
Roaring Into the ‘20s
Save the Date!!!!

September 19 from 6 to 9pm at the CRRC Recreation Center
While staying safe at home, I decided to “rummage”
for 1920’s vibe clothing for the FUNdraiser! My inspiration
is Dorothy—that’s her on the chaise lounge in the photo. The
work is by Carl Erikson who was an illustrator for Vogue
Magazine and is dated 1924. I would love to have THAT
dress but settled for what was actually in my
closet—so out came the beaded dress, the hat, the silver
backed mirror and those earrings! I know you all can do better—just Google Roaring 20’s costumes and enjoy the show!
Our theme this year is two-fold—a ROARing VICTORY for President
Trump and a 100 Year celebration of our Right to Vote! Just think of all the costume possibilities: flapper, suffragette, high society socialite, or?
Your FUNdraiser Committee is forging ahead—we may have to make some
changes and we will keep you in the loop—but plan on another fun packed evening
with skits, Silent and Live Auctions, great food and don’t forget BYOB! Janet Blum
needs our help decorating a FREEDOM TREE for the Silent Auction. Please look
for patriotic/red/white and blue/Texas/USA ornaments while you are out and
about this summer. Remember - the auctions are always fun and they bring in money!
As always we will be needing assistance—we cannot do this without you and
your support—so as we transition back into some sense of normalcy, we will be
contacting you one way or another!
Now go hunt up that perfect costume—I bet it is in a closet somewhere!

Jeanne Slupik, 3VP Fundraising
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W

ell, I don't know about you, but I am getting my outfit in order and my
table sold! This is always such a fun evening and one that is so important to making the money our club needs to help support local candidates and the
many programs CLRW supports each year in the community.
Next up is our Campaign Activities Chairwoman –Becky Garrett.
Our number one priority is to
OVID-19 leaves a bitter
elect President Trump with a win
taste in my mouth just
for all Republican candidates runsaying it. However, it is obvious
ning for office! We must walk, talk
that we can go on with our lives
and pray to get this done. Whatever
with the help of technology.
it takes to get people to register and
I hope some of you were able
vote Republican! An 86% turnout
to attend the Virtual Townhall
meeting online Thursday evening, is expected. To see that this is done,
or increased, is up to us. We need
April 23rd with our Republican
to contact voters that are registered
Party of Texas Chairman James
to vote and remind them how
Dickey. I am so glad I did! It was
important their vote is to America.
so encouraging to know that the
The Republican Party of Texas is
Republican Party was on top of
ready for the Democratic Chaleverything and coping with the
lenge! Are you?
pandemic and Democrats.

C

The Townhall mainly gave us
information that the one-sided
journalists and media has failed
to mention. No surprise, right?
For one thing, the Republican
Party of Texas has raised 4.8 million dollars as compared to the
2.5 million dollars raised by this
time in the 2016 election. This is
cash money that is in the bank
for the November election! So, it
seems we are not near as crippled
as the Democrats and the press
keep telling everyone.

K

eeping our club running
is an all-important task.
Many committees have continued
to convene via ZOOM Internet
meetings. The Board of Directors held a meeting in April, the
Scholarship Committee reviewed
55 applications from High School
students, the CLRW Essay Contest
Committee reviewed essays from
six finalists, and we even had a
CHAT!!!

Date changes to be aware of are
as follows:
June 6

County Convention
Where: the Venue in
New Braunfels

June 15

Last day to register to
vote in Runoff Election

July 2

Last day to apply for a
ballot by mail
Mail-in ballots MUST
be postmarked by 7pm
the day of the election –
July 14

We know many of you have
talked with neighbors and friends
in an effort to keep the Republican
wave rolling.
Our Awards and Achievements
Chairwoman, Patti Johnson, is
next on our agenda.

I

know all of you are busy
cleaning out closets, cooking,
and watching the news during our
quarantine. But, I need the HOURS
that you have put forth for the Republican cause!
May 2020
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July 6 -10 Early voting for run
offs (research candidates well as there are
some snakes in the
grass out there!)
July 14

Election Day

Voters who are completing a
vote-by-mail application MUST select a party ballot for runoff. Voters
who did not vote in the primary
election may vote in the runoff.
And, they will have to declare a
Democrat or Republican ballot.
One more accolade for RPT
Chair James Dickey and his staff –
after much negotiation, they were
able to change the date for the State
Convention in Houston to July 16
–18. Had they not been able to do
so, Texas would have been allowed
only 9 delegates rather that the our
usual 155. That would have been
devastating!
See all of you soon, I hope!
Please call
or email me
the hours that
you worked last
month. If you
are unsure what
counts, please
look in your
CLRW Directory for a thorough list of what
counts.
I am looking forward to seeing
you at our Luncheon!

A
I

nd last, but not least, is a
report from the Scholarship
Committee's chair, Jeanne Slupik.
wish to extend many a thank
you to our CLRW Scholarship Committee Members: Ruth
Diamond, Diane Kunz, Brenda
Potter, Diane Schaule, and Becky
Swindal for their tireless dedication
to this task.
We had 55 applications this
year, 20 more than last year. The
original plan was to do as we had
done in the past – meet at my
home, read all the applications and
make a decision.
COVID-19 changed our plans
so I took full advantage of an
opportunity. Carolyn Besselman
offered to make five copies of the
55 applications for me (each application was a minimum of four
pages) and we distributed them to
the committee members so they
did not have to leave their homes.
The benefit was time – time to
read and reread then prioritize and
reprioritize.
I asked the members to “remain objective but keep your hearts
open” as they read through each

The Comal County Republican
Party office at 265 Landa, New
Braunfels, REOPENED Monday,
May 4, 2020, from 10 AM to 2 PM
weekdays. We need two people
to sign up for each day. PLEASE
bring a covering for your nose and
mouth – and be sure to socially
distance while working.

application. The goal was to have
each member select her top five to
present at our ZOOM meeting on
April 15. This proved to be a very
daunting task. After I convened the
meeting, the initial comments were
focused on how difficult it was to
select just five! We took the time
to ensure each member had the
opportunity to present her choices
and then receive input from the
other members. Since each member had a hard copy of each application, we were able to have very
productive discussions that proved
to be very beneficial as we began to
narrow down to two final choices.
By unanimous decision, the
CLRW 2020 Scholarship Winners
are Luis Enrique Aldaco Garcia,
from CISD Memorial Early College
High School; and Grace Lockett,
from Canyon Lake High School.
Luis already has his Associates
Degree, has been accepted at four
Texas universities and will major in
Business Accounting/Mass Communication. Grace has also been
accepted at four Texas universities
and will major in Applied Mathematics. We are very much looking forward to meeting these two

deserving winners and introducing
them to our membership!
Again, I extend many thanks
to Carolyn Besselman for copying
all the applications and giving us
the necessary time to make the
“right” decisions. Thank you to the
committee members for their time,
commitment, team work, and positive attitude. We can check that box
"done" until next year!

I

have been going to Headquarters on a weekly basis. It
has been amazing to see the changes that have been put in place and
the amount of election materials
that are now in stock. It is an
exciting place to work. With the
changes ahead of us for returning
to normalcy, Headquarters needs
our help.
If you have never worked at
headquarters before, do not worry.
Put a note on your online registration when you sign up to work. A
seasoned worker will be assigned
to work with you to teach you what
to do. Each Monday, from 10 am
to 2 pm, training is held at Headquarters.
This meeting is adjourned!

Can YOU help us?

Please go to our website at:
ComalCountyGOP.org and click
on the Donate/Volunteer tab and
find the section to volunteer. It's
easy. Thanks for your help!

WE HAVE
REOPENED!!

Training takes place every
Monday from 10 AM to 2 PM
for new volunteers. Come join
us!

Comal County Republican Party
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Don Johnson

Precinct Chair 403 • 830.660.1973

2020 Executive Board
President............................. Carolyn Besselman
1st VP – Programs.......................Karen Hobson
Asst. 1st VP – Special Events........... Maria Seiler
2nd VP – Membership...................... Carol Little
3rd VP – Fundraising....................Jeanne Slupik
Recording Secretary...........................Julie Vick
Corresponding Secretary..................Diane Kunz
PAC Treasurer.......................... Chrystina Power
Past President/Parliamentarian... Marsha Cooper

Standing Committees

Americanism............................... Diane Schaule
Awards/Achievements.................... Patti Johnson
Campaign Activities...................... Becky Garrett
Caring for America...................... Brenda Potter
Community Engagement/Voter Registration
............................................... Beryl Josephson
Homeland Security..................... Donna Holmes
Leadership...................................Teresa Spears
Legislation................................ Sandra Turman
Newsletter/Historian.................. Barbara Knight
Political Action/Publicity............... Belinda Frisk
Social/Hospitality............................. Janet Blum
Social Media................................. Susan Walker
Webmaster..................................Karen Hobson

What’s Happening
Happening
June 6 – Comal County Republican Convention - The Venue, 2032 Central Plaza, New Braunfels
- 9:30am

June 8 – CLRW Executive Committee Meeting TPML or Virtual - 1pm

June 17 – CLRW Membership Luncheon - St.
Francis by the Lake Episcopal Church's Great Hall, 121
Spring Mountain Drive, Canyon Lake - 11am - Guest
Speaker: Nick Adams
July 2 – Last Day to apply for a Mail- \In Ballot
July 6 – CLRW Executive Committee Meeting -

TPML - 1pm

July 6 - 10 – Early voting for Runoff Election
July 14 – RunOff ELECTION DAY
July 15 – All Mail-In Ballots must be received
by 5pm or postmarked by 7pm on July 14
July 15 – CLRW Membership Meeting - Mystic
Shores Community Center - 9:30am

July 16-18 – Rep. State Convention - Houston
Aug 10 – CLRW Executive Committee Meeting TPML - 1pm

Aug 19 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML 9:30am -

Aug 24-27 – Republican National Convention Charlotte, NC
Aug 31 – Executive Committee Meeting - TPML

- 1pm

Special Committees

ter - 6pm - Trey Gowdy

Freedom Walk...........................Nicole Bardwell

9am

Military Liaison............................Melinda Rapp

Sept 16 – CLRW Membership Meeting - TPML -

Bylaws............................................ Janet Blum

Scholarship..................................Jeanne Slupik

Sept 10 – CCRP Fundraiser - NB Convention CenSept 11 – FREEDOM WALK - Canyon Lake Dam -

9:30am -

Sept 19 – CLRW FISH FRY FUNdraiser - CRRC -

Representatives

6pm

GSAC........... Carolyn Besselman & Susan Walker
State Republican Executive Committee
.......................... Linda Kinney & Mark Dorazio
TFRW.........................................Sylvia Gartner

The Wave is a great tool to forward to friends that
you think might be interested in joining a Republican
Club. It is a perfect way to learn about what CLRW
does and how we are an active and influential club.
Feel free to send this newsletter!

The “Wave” is the Official Publication of the Canyon Lake Republican Women. Political Advertising Paid For By Canyon Lake Republican Women PAC., Chrystina Power, Treasurer. Not endorsed by any candidate or candidate’s committee. Opinions expressed in articles printed are not necessarily the opinions of CLRW.
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